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GOVERNMENT OF M. THIERS. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE WORK OP T.EniSIjATTON. 

When the Assembly resumed its mootings at 
Versailles at two o’clock on the afternoon of 
Monday, the 29th May, after tlio final defeat of 
the Commune, it had existed but three months 
and a half, and yet it already had a hislory. 

This short history embraced throe gi'eat events : 
the vote upon the preliminaries of peace, the 
refusal to sit at Paris, and t ■ e armed struggle 
with the Commune. 

A close scrutiny of the Assembly, taking into 
account its votes, the measures it had already 
passed, its language, its attitude, might result in 
the following judgment : It was patriotic, liberal, 
a foe to centralization, keenly hostile to the 
Umpire. It desired peace. It regarded the Bepublic 
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as a form of government at once impracticable 
and fatal. It regarded Paris as a constant 
menace to the liberty and the tranquillity of the^ 
country. It waa* painstaking, incxperi^ced, and 
undisciplined. As is common with the ignorant, 
it was easily carried away by passion, and 
imagination. There were but few real men in it—* 
a great misfortune for an Assembly ; and, what is 
perhaps still more deplorable, it failed to recognize 
those whom it possessed, save M. Thiers, whom 
it appointed to negotiate and to reign, and M. 
Grevy, whom it selected as its President. 

From the first day antagonism existed between 
Paris and the Assembly. 

The Assembly did not like the Republic, and 
Paris had made the Republic. The Assembly 
was irritated by what it termed the Dictatorship 
of M. Gambetta, and it was Paris that had 
entrusted rule to M. Gambetta, and had inspired 
him with her own ideas and passions. The re- 
actionists cherished an old grudge against the 
city of the Encyclopasdists, as did all the Legiti- 
mists against the city of ’93. Old ideas of 
decentralization, revived by the excessive and 
oppressive centralization of the Empire, still 
embittered the “Rustics’* against Paris. The 
“ Rustics ! ” The name had been fastened upon , 
tfiem in contempt ; they accepted it as an honour 
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^nd a challenge. One their first' aots at Bor* 
I deaux, and one full of meaning, had been the 
^fosal to sit in Paris. They desired Fontainebleau 
Dr even iQourges. Can it be doubted that at the 
time when this decision was arrived at, everything 
that could possibly have lessoned the offence 
•Of it to the capital should have been done ? 
What was, in fact, said and done ? The 
Commercial Bills Act had to be three times 
amended, and all the extensions of time three 
times renewed; the Assembly constantly main- 
taining that it was granting too much. The 
barely indispensable only was wrung from it. 
Starving, decimated, ruined Paris, exasperated 
by the shame of the capitulation, and the brutal 
insult inflicted upon it by the conquerors, when 
they encamped in the Place de la Concorde 
itself, full of discharged soldiers, of families 
from the suburbs whose houses had been 
destroyed, of convicts let out during the war 
and the siege, of adventure -s come to hide 
from justice, or to profit by the general disorder, 
full of foreigners also, Poles, Hungarians, and 
Italians, — Paris had been guilty of an enormous 
crime it had allowed the Commune to bo 
established. The Assembly trembled for France, 
* for itself ; but, it must be confessed, was more 
angry than frightened, for it did not fully 
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recognize the danger, which, at first, w%p 
extreme. The Assembly displayed implacable • 
and determined resolution ; — partly from a oon^^ 
viction that the right must not be . called iiS 
question; to a large extent, also, from the 
cumulation of its old feelings against the 
supremacy of Paris. It desired to push -thtf 
war to unconditional submission, and when 
that submission had been obtained, to continue 
repressive measures till the revolutionary forces 
wore extinguished. Nothing Avas done for that 
majority of the people- of Paris who had been 
oppressed and driven to despair by the Com- 
mune. The efforts made for conciliation, and, 
at a later date, clemency, were criminal in the 
eyes of the Assembly. The Government, 
which maintained the struggle with undeviating 
steadfastness and unparalleled skill, but yet 
passionately desired to bring the civil war to 
a close, permitted it to be known that in case 
of submission it Avould bo severe only towards 
the leaders, but would treat those whom 
they had misled with leniency : the Chamber, - 
however, was a prey to a concealed irritation 
to Avhich little expression was given, cither 
during the struggle or at the moment of victory, 
but which at last broke out in the speech of 
M, do Broglie, on the 24th May, 1873. One 
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^ the strange occurrences of that day was the 
• condemnation of the very Government which had 
^annihilated the Commune on account of its pre- 
tended lejiiency towards that Commune. 

The 1S.epublicans, attached to the city of Paris 
for the same reasons which rendered the enemies 
•of the Republic hostile to her, repeatedly sought, 
after the defeat of the insun’oction, to bring back 
the Gcvernraent and the Assembly to the capital. 
They thought, and not without reason, that 
neither Franco nor the world would believe wo 
had returned to our normal condition, so long as 
Paris remained in disgrace and the i)arliamont in 
exile. But the Right showed itself inflexible. Not 
content with resisting all the proposals of the 
Left, it multiplied measures on its own side which 
were destined to give permanence to a state of things 
fatal to business, to parliamentary government, 
and to the fame and prosperity of tho country. 
Finally, in defiance alike of good sense and good 
feeling, it made tho residence of tho Government 
and of the Assembly at V(Tsailles an Article 
, of the Constitution, so that tho forthcoming 
Congress must meet before , the two Chambers 
can be brought back to Paris ; and we have to 
shut our eyes to a formal violation of tho Con- 
stitution in the residence of Marshal MacMahon 
at the Elys6e, where he has lived almost unintcr- 
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ruptedly since he became President. In inserting 
so singular a clause into the Constitution, the • 
Right was swayed by both hate and fear (hate^ 
more than fear), by a hope of embarrassing thee 
Paris deputies, who were actually on the point of 
voting against the whole Constitution, because 
of this Article; and lastly, by the conviction,, 
more or loss concealed, that a restoration of 
the monarchy was possible at Versailles, and was 
not so in Paris. Apart from all other con- 
siderations which lend importance to the reso- 
lution of the Assembly not to quit Versailles, 
the fact must be taken into account, that 
sooner or later, fill men, even the most obstinate, 
yield to the influence of their siuToundings. 
Unless a liberal deputy bo as firm as a rock, old 
parliamentary tacticians dislike to see him choose 
his scat among the members of the Right. He 
goes out of bravado, to rise when they remain 
sitting, and sit when they rise ; he ends by 
growing tired of contradiction, and allows himself 
to be carried away by the example of his neigh- 
bours. The Assembly, after the melancholy victory 
of May, might without danger liave sat in the 
Palais Bourbon; but the coalition of the Rue 
des Reservoirs was not willing to sit in the Rue 
de Poitiers. The ” Rustics ” quartered on Veiv 
sjiilles till the end of their term felt themselves 
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fiiore secure in their own resolutions, and so to 
speak, more completely masters of themselves. 

When the defeat of the insurrection rendered it 
^possible to commence the reorganization of the 
country m earnest, the Assembly had before it a 
tabula rasa. No Government existed ; nor any 
.other laws than those of the old code, a legacy 
from the revolution, remodelled by the first Empire. 
All that the second Empire had done it looked 
upon with suspicion. All that the Government of 
Defence had done, the defence itself excepted, was 
invalid. As it Imd not quailed before danger, so 
it did not shrink from its task ; to its honour be 
it said. Its w'eakuess lay in not comprehending 
either the nature or the magnitude of that 
task ; believing that no moi‘e was necessary than 
to disarm the Republicans, to lend moral in- 
fluence to the priests, and to patch up a chance 
restoration with the help of one of the throe 
monarchies which offered themselves. The As- 
sembly, which wanted to be a constituent body, 
and loudly proclaimed thai- it was about to 
reform and to transform everything, was more 
reactionary than productive. All the commotion 
of those first days of freedom resulted in two 
negations, a Decentralization Commission, and 
some Committees of Inquiry. Had it even accom- 
plishedtheimpossibleand brought forthamonarchy. 
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it might still have been said, having regard to tlfb 
essential and unchangeable Republicanism of our ; 
habits and customs, that it had pledged itself to^ 
negations. 

An inquiry into the Government of the Irefenoe, 
an inquiry into the Deputation of Bordeaux, an 
inquiry into the agreements concluded, an inquiiy, 
into the J 8th March, followed. Half the Chamber 
was holding inquiries, of which the other half was 
the object, and if it be asked in w'hich of these 
two categories were the Bonapailists, it was the 
former. Count Daru, a former minister tinder 
the Empire, presided. Ho was nominated Presi- 
dent of the Committee of Inquiry upon the 18th 
March, he also i>resided as substitute for M. Smnt 
Marc Girardin, who was ill and over-fatigued, 
at the inquiry into the acts of the Government of 
the Defence. Tho members of the latter Govern- 
ment, not excepting those who were still ministers, 
had to appear before colleagues, of whom some 
had voted in favour of the war, almost in the 
character of accused persons. All their dignity 
and all their vigour were needed to enable them 
to reassert their true positions. 

A good idea of what the sittings of a Committee 
of Inquiry were like, may be obtained by reading 
the examination of General Trochu, who, never- 
theless, was a member of the Right. The 
hostility of the questions and the haughty tone of 



THB WOKE OF LfiOISLATlON. 


d 

iht) answers cannot be exceeded. He is pressed as 
jfU were on bis defence, be retorts as if be were 
a judge. France for more than a year presented 
iSo same spectacle as tbe Chamber. In her 
Court Martials she was occupied with trying 
thirty thousand political defendants, and with 
sifting the conduct of her generals, from Trocbu 
to Bazaine. The press was daily engaged 
in the same way. Such accusations were met 
from the tribune by counter-accusations no less 
vehement. The conquered nation, instead of 
thinking of nothing save the foe, makes it its 
business to display its faults, its divisions, its 
grudges, its misfortunes, and its failures. Wiser 
counsels prevailed in the end, but the beginning 
was sad indeed. 

In addition to the time spent in inquiries anti 
interpellations, which are only inquiries condensed 
and conducted in public, the Chamber found itself 
at every moment with some pressing affair on 
its hands ; at first treaties w’.th the enemy which 
had to bo ratified, loans which had to be con- 
cluded in order to pay the indemnity, new 
taxes which had to be imposed in order to provide 
for the formidable increase of the debt. After- 
wards there was a number of special Acts, and 
political enactments of secondary importance ; no 
small amount of baggage to carry, which hindered 
the march of the Assembly. It was,, it must be 
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remarked, not simply a legislative power, it desiA)d 
to be a constituent power, and, without proclaim^*, 
ing the fact or confessing it to itself, an executive 
power. M. Thiers was constantly repeating to i^, 
“ You have the right to make a Constitution, but 
you will bo wiser not to do so.” It retained 
the right, and did not object to its wisdom 
being extolled, promising itself that at the con- 
venient moment it would cease to deserve such 
a compliment. He would also say, “ I am but your 
delegate ; I govern by your authority, and under 
yon^r eyes but his determination was to goveni 
alone till ho should be dismissed. The Chamber, 
on the contrary, desired a share in every- 
thing ; every day questions wore asked in the 
House, now about the negotiations, now about 
the war ; and it complained if disclosures which 
would have laid all our secrets open to the 
whole world were withheld ; committees were ap- 
pointed to assist the Government, or in other 
words, to observe it and to act in place of it, 
had they been able. M. Thiers, in the very midst 
of his military operations or of his struggles 
with the generals of the army of occupation, 
was summoned to give information before parlia- 
mentary committees. Apart from this taste for 
interference, which was natural to a sovereign 
assembly, circumstanced as this one was, the nature 
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)Of*thmgs compelled the deputies to legislate for 
^e passing hour, and not to confine themselres 
to permanent laws. The act, or more properly, 
toe acts, delaying forfeitures through lapse of 
time, and the act relative to payment of rent, are 
examples of what had to be done with such 
questions. The Commune here made short work, 
it frankly took the side of the debtors against their 
creditors; with the Assembly, which could not 
disregard the rights of proprietors, the case was 
different. It granted time to debtors, because they 
had been subject to violence, and because it was 
essential to avert failures so numerous as would 
have changed all our social and industrial or- 
ganization. The consequences of the Commune 
claimed its attention frequently, and at great 
length. Court Martials had to be appointed, and 
entailed heavy expense. The maintenance and the 
security of thirty-seven thousand prisoners claimed 
attention; localities to which they could be 
transported had to be found and appropriated; 
and the conditions of their transportation had 
to be fixed ; nor could these things bo done 
by means of decrees qnd proclamations, legal 
enactments were indispensable. The former 
reigning families desired to return, they had been 
banished by law ; an act was accordingly passed 
to open to them the frontiers of hrance and the 
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doors of the Chamber; another passed restorhigo 
their property confiscated under the Empire to th^ 
Orleans princes. We shall find in the questions 
affecting these princes, and in some others relating 
to Prince Jerome and the Imperial family, some 
of the thorns, and by no means the least sharp 
ones, which beset the Government of M. Thiers. 
His own position occasioned much embarrass- 
ment and loss of time. The more provisional 
his power, the more sittings were wasted 
over the regulation of it, sometimes with the 
object of making it more stringent, at other 
times with that of making it more provisional. 
Was he to have the solo right of remitting 
punishments, or was he to sliai’o it with a Com- 
mittee of the Assembly ? Had he the power to 
proclaim a state of siege V subject to what limita- 
tions ? under wliat conditions ? Should he com- 
bine the functions and privileges of a deputy with 
those of the head of the executive power ? Should 
he be only permitted to defend his policy by 
deputy, or might he in person mount the tribune 
and take a share in the discussions ? Should he 
be held to bo responsible as president in addition 
to his ministerial responsibility ? Could the pre- 
sident be dismissed, like a minister, by a vote ? 
•On the other hand, ought his authority to be 
confirmed definitely for a term of two years, of 
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years, for life, for the term of the Assembly, 
4for whatever time might elapse before a definite 
Q^nstitution was voted? Paris, again, though 
waquisl^, still disturbed the Assembly. The 
entire Left demanded that the sittings should be 
held in the Palais Bourbon ; the Left centre was to 
the full as decided and as pressing as the extreme 
Left. The Right desired to remain at Versailles, 
to establish the Assembly there permanently and 
constitutionally, to bring thither all the chief 
administrative offices. Lastly, enemies of the 
Assembly existed both within and without its 
own body, who suggested to it that it should 
simply disappear. Peace was signed, the insur- 
rection was overcome, a provisional government 
existed ; France, they said, had not required more 
than this of those whom she appointed on the Stli 
of February; and in prolonging its own exist- 
ence the Assembly was committing an act of 
usurpation. 

The Assembly would have lx on overtasked had 
it had no other difficulties to overcome than 
those which arose in the course of politics and 
events. But could it suffer laws to continue now 
that freedom prevailed, which had been passed 
under the second Empire for the purposes of 
despotism? Its decentralization committee also 
proved very fertile of bills ; private deputies had, 
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rightly enough, retained the right to introd^e* 
bills under the very slight restriction of an inV 
troduction commission, whose duty it was to pla^je 
preliminary difficulties in the way of^legislatiw 
ardour. And the Government itself, while carry- 
ing on its struggle against the Commune, the in- 
surrections in several great towns, and the revolt ki 
Algeria ; while negotiating with Germany, opening 
subscriptions for loans, contriving fresh taxation, 
and while talking over everything every day with 
the Chamber, yet managed to find time to prepare 
bills embodying laws of fundamental importance. 
The Assembly did not shrink from its task. At 
one period fifty-two committees were at work at 
the same time, some of which consisted of thirty 
members. A mass of legislation, which we can 
divide into four categories, was the result of all this 
labour. The first includes all those temporary 
enactments which have disappeared along with 
the circumstances which gave rise to them, and 
which have but little historical importance. 
We shall leave them aside, and group together 
all those acts which related to the conventions 
made with the enemy for the evacuation of the 
territory. These were the treaty of peace, and the 
conventions appended to it, and the loans and taxes. 
We shall similarly group the enactments which 
relate to political modifications of the Government 
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) the Assembly. Lastly, we shall make a se- 
|tarate class for those fundamental and permanent 
l^ws which more specially represent the legislative 
work of the Assembly, such as the municipal 
elections act and that on the selection of mayors, the 
act relative to councils general (comeils gen^ranir), 
the Trev6neuc act, the acts relative to the election 
of consular judges, to the council of state, to tiial 
by jury, to military service, and the various acts 
relative to public instruction. These acts, like all 
legislation, are unquestionably political in their 
nature, but they are less so, for example, than 
the Rivet proposal. They are rather laws than 
occurrences. They represent the legislative labour 
of the Assembly just as those enactments which 
we term political are the outcome of party 
strife. 

The manner in which the question of munici- 
palities was introduced to the Assembly is well 
known ; it would, however, have forced itself into 
notice under any circumstance.-' The Republican 
deputies of Paris proposed it as a special measure 
and a political bill of the first importance, 
undertaking to put a stpp to the insurrection, 
if the Assembly would give to Paris the right 
to elect its own municipal council and its 
mayor. M. Thiers represented, and with reason, 
that it was impossible to come to decisions 
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of such weight ou the spur of the moment, ifor^ 
was it advisable to legislate for Parig alon^ 
Although there may be no equality between a ci^ 
of two millions of souls and the other ^mmunbs 
of France, the very existence of the insurrection 
stood in the way of this exceptional legislation, 
which would have looked like a concession made 
to popular tumult. What had Paris demanded 
since the commencement of the disturbances ? 
Communal rights. From every point of view, 
therefore, a law to regulate communal rights 
was what was retiuircd. M. Thiers announced 
that a bill should bo brought in in forty-eight hours. 
This was extremely short notice, but never was a 
matter more clearly pressing, and decision upon 
it more indispensable. This, too, is one of those 
questions upon which all politicians have occupied 
their minds for long, and one consequently which 
requires no preparation. 

M. Picard, the Minister of the Interior, was in 
a ])osition to lay the Government bill before the 
Assembly at its sitting of the 22nd March. 

The bill proposed that the municipal elections 
should at once be held throughout France. All 
the powers conferred by these elections should 
be limited to three years. In the townships' 
of departments and arrondissements, and in 
all towns of over six. thousand inhabitants. 
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tfae mayors and deputy>mayors were to be cbosen 
hf title executive ; in other communes they were 
to be chosen by the members of the council; 
m neither case could they be taken from outside 
the mutffiipal council. The municipal council of 
Paris would be composed of sixty members, elected 
^y voting-paper, in the twenty arrondissements, 
at the rate of throe members of council for each. 
The qualification of electors was to be one year’s 
residence in the city of Pans, that of candidates 
three years’ residence iii the arrondisseinent. The 
Municipal council of Pans annually appointed a 
president, vice-president, and secretary. In each 
arrondissement a mayor and three deputy-mayors 
were to bo appointed by the head of the executive 
power. 

This bill raised a clamour, not only among the 
adherents of the insurrection, but among that 
large Kepubhean population, who, though they 
dreaded and hated the Commune, claimed muni- 
cipal franchises for Pans on the most extended 
basis, and who were firmly convinced that were a 
single mayor and a municipal council agreed to 
and made eligible, the one and the other by 
universal suffrage, the object and the power of the 
insurrection would be taken from it, without any 
risk to the authority of the Central Government. 
The journals asked how M. Picard himself would 
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have received his own bill, when he was, nndter 
the Empire, one of the leaders of the oppositio*n/_ 
No justification for these attacks existed. The 
Eepublican opposition had, under the Empir^ 
asked for the election of mayors; bul^ would 
have accepted, as an immense step in advance, 
an elective municipal council for Paris, and for thjp 
other constituencies, a return to the law of 1831, 
which entrusted the Central Government vrith the 
nomination of all mayors, simply restricting its 
choice to members of the council. They had, it 
is ti*uo, claimed more, for they had desired the 
restoration of the 10th section of the law of July, 
which gave to communes of over six thousand 
souls, the right that their town council should 
elect the mayor, but they had never thought of 
anything beyond that, and that was exactly what 
M. Picard’s bill proposed. 

Tho bill did not propose that Paris should have 
only one mayor, whether elected by the citizens 
or the town council. This system had been tried 
under tho first Republic, but it had not been 
fortunate ; it had not proved durable ; it was 
not regretted. Rostoi'ed in 1848 in the hour 
of popular triumph, it disappeared after the 
appointment of the Assembly, and the Republicans 
had not at that period asked for its re-establish- 
qient. M. Gamier Pages and M. Armand Marrast 
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had, in turn, borne the title of mayor of Paris in 
^*1548. In reality they wore no more than 
prefects nominated by the Government. The 
ponstituent Assembly suppressed the title without 
remonsffance. M. Etienne Arago received it 
afresh in J 870, under the same conditions as M. 
parnier Pag^s and M. Armaud Marrast, and held 
it for aji even shorter period. Neither in 1848 
nor in 1870 had any mayor of Paris been elected. 
An elected mayor at the head of a city of two 
millions of inhabitants could neither be subject to 
a king nor subordinate to a president. 

As there is no analogy between the mayors of 
arrondissemonts, and a mayor of all Paris, it did 
not seem indi.spensablo that the former should bo 
elected, for tliey take no share in voting estimates 
and in distributing expenditure. There was a fear 
that if they wore elected a second municipal council 
would bo created, which would hold the first, and 
even in some cases, the central autliority itself in 
check. This was a reason of groat weight at a 
crisis such as we then were past- ing through. At 
oi’dinary times the mayors of the wards never 
think of holding meetings among themselves, or 
of considering themselves' as representatives and 
guardians of those who had elected them to preside 
over marriages, and keep the registers. They 
perform no political function whatever, and there 
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could be no kind of danger in their being made elect 
tive, if such a measure were generally demanded. • 
The side on which the bill was most assailabl^ 
was the clause which required a year’s residence iij 
Paris as the qualificaton of an elector, ^d three 
years’ residence within the arrondisseraent as that 
of a candidate. Paris had been deserted by many of 
its regular inhabitants, and a nomadic population 
had come and usurped power in the press, the 
clubs, and the civic guard, and great irritation 
existed. Stich requirements would always have 
been considered d(!cidedly excessive. It is not 
necessary to live in an arrondissement in order to 
know its wants ; and further, a member of the 
council, whatever may bo the arrondissement 
which elected him, represents all Paris, and takes 
his full share in voting and appropriating the 
estimates. This portion of the bill was to be 
regretted, for while it was of no practical use, it 
helped to render the measure unpopular. 

The discussion proceeded rapidly, and was not 
marked by any remarkable incidents. The 
majority of the Assembly entertained a profound 
distrust of Paris, and had no intention of placing 
a mayor, chosen by election, at the head of this 
groat city and this great administration. The 
proposal was made by a member of the Extreme 
Left ; but it only secured a few supporters in that 
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section of the Assembly, and obtained none at all 
among the others. Even the election of a pre> 
fident of the municipal council of Paiis for one 
year was objected to, and it was rosolved that the 
presidei^, the vice-president, and the secretaiy 
should be elected only for the term of the ordinary 
sitting. M. Baudot, wishing to attack the root 
of the evil, proposed to divide Paris into twenty 
communes, each with its own mayor, deputies, 
council, and regular municipal rights. Tliis 
proposal was negatived, because it would be impos- 
sible to have twenty budgets for one single city ; 
and after its relinquishment for the arrondisso- 
ments, the question of the election of mayors 
was not seriously pressed, for these are purely 
civil officials. Four members of council for each 
arrondisseraont wore agreed to in place of th(* 
three proposed by the Govermnont, but in order 
to avoid election by voting-paper, it was decided 
to elect them in their own ward, and by separate 
ballot. Lastly, the attempt U -. make the qualifica- 
tion of electors and candidates in the commune of 
Paris an exceptional one was abandoned. 

It was decided that the electors of every 
commune in France should be qualified to vote 
at twenty, and eligible for office at twenty-five. 
No one could be a voter in a commune unless ho 
had had his actual domicile there for oho year. 
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On this head, M. Batbie, the reporter, remarked 
that “ a considerable difference exists between', 
political and municipal elections. In the forme;; 
it is right that wherever the elector may be, he 
shall have the opportunity of expre^ing his 
wish. Since the business is that of nominating 
representatives of all France, at whatever point 
of the territory the citizen resides, his vote ought 
to bo taken. For this reason a residence of 
six months only is required, that is to say, long 
enough for him to be registered. Eesidenoe, 
even though prolonged, may bo only temporary 
or accidental, audit is not there that the true 
foundation of the right to elect the corporation 
of tho commune lies. Wo I’oquire a year’s 
actual residence, because at tho expiration of that 
time the new comer will have gained a right 
to his share in tho advantages which membership 
of a commune confers, and will be bound to 
contribute to tho expense of it.” 

The Committee, which shared the views of 
M. Picard as to tho qualifications of tho elector, 
showed itself far more liberal than he in the 
matter of eligibility. “ We have from tho first,” 
said M. Batbie, “ put aside all idea of restricting 
eligibility by special conditions, they would be a 
contravention of the rights of the electors, and 
appear to us useless precautions. Nomination 
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by the electors carries its own guarantee, and 
. it is not right tliat we should exhibit distrust, 
]^ant of confidence in an act passed in order to 
invite them to make choice of their delegates. 
The ma^rity of the Commission have, therefore, 
negatived that provision of the bill which required 
three years’ residence as essential for eligibility. 
It is to the qualification of the electors that wo 
must look for judicious elections in the interests 
of order.” 

The Assembly, however, did not go so far as 
its Commission. One fourth only of the members 
of the council might bo chosen from electors who 
were iion-rcsideut, and under the stipulation that 
such non-residents, if elected, must pay one of 
the four direct taxes in the commune. 

After this the regulations for subdivision wer(5 
settled. , 

In every doscrij)tion of election it becomes 
necessary to subdivide the too extensive con- 
stituencies. Under the Eraj)ii*e this division into 
sections was accomplished by the decree of the 
prefect, and was by no means the least power- 
ful instrument of official candidature. The right 

f 

of deciding upon subdivision, and of tracing the 
boundaries of the sections, was transferred to 
the common council. 

In all these arrangements, and in all the 
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speeches' made on the subject by the members of 
the majority, there is a certain liberality. The 
Assembly was in some respects more liberal thw^ 
the Goverament. The divergence between th^ 
two Avas chiefly provoked by the constipation of 
the municipalities, by far the most important 
point in the act. 

The Government, which had been, so to speak, 
forced to draft its bill in a few hours, had pro- 
posed temporarily to re-enact Article 10 of the 
Act of the 3rd July, 1 848, till a fundamental law 
which should be closely studied had been debated 
at sufficient length. The following are its first 
and 10111411 paragi-ajiha (the second and third 
have reference to dismissal and suspension) : — 

“ The mayor and his di'puties shall be chosen 
by the municipal council, and out of their own 
body.” 

“ In the toAvnships of departments and arron- 
dissements, and in communes of more than COOO 
souls, the mayors and deputies shall be chosen 
by the executive power from among the elected 
members of the municipal council.” 

On this point the Commission had adopted the 
views of the Government, based on the principle 
which had goA'crncd the legislation of 1838, 
namely, that the mayors of the small communes 
liave a chiefly municipal character, while those 
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«of^towns of more than 6000 inhabitants, are 
chiefly Government agents for the administration 
o^law. 

•This argument was far from being conclusive. 

There are in France only 460 communes having 
a population of more than 6000 inhabitants. 
These 460 communes comprise 90 townships 
which have prefects (including Belfort and the 3 
communes in Algeria), and 279 chief towns which 
have sub-prefects, in all 369. In these 369 
communes the Government is directly represented 
by the prefect or sub-prefect, whoso duty it is to 
see that the law is observed, and who, in the 
absence of the mayor, is armed with authority 
to remedy neglect, or put down insurrec- 
tion. The remaining 90 or 91 communes are 
simply chief towns or country districts possessing 
6000 inhabitants and rarely more, and in which 
the mayor is the only administrative authority. 
Is it worth while to introduce an exception to 
the law and make an attacK upon liberty for 
so little ? and can any one seriously maintain 
that if the mayors of these 90 communes are 
elected, the tranquillity of the state will be 
endangered ? 

We must remember what the law is. The 
municipal council cannot assemble of its own 
accord, the subjects upon which alone it can de- 
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liberate are rigidly defined ; it is not, with certain 
exceptions, permitted to communicate with neigh- 
bouring communes except in cases of Syndi- 
cates; it may not even give expression to i^s 
desires on political matters. The fuSctions of 
mayors are no less rigidly limited. By Article 22 
of the Act of the 27th March, 1791, and Article 
15 of the Act of the 18th July, 1837, it was 
enacted that if the mayor, after notice, does not 
discharge the duties entrusted to him, the prefect 
or sub-prefect may nominate a special commis- 
sioner to discharge them in his stead, and the 
Oovornmeut, in addition to possessing the right of 
replacing the mayor in any special duty, has also 
the power to suspend or even to dismiss him. 
liogislation could not bo conducted with more 
foresight aud greater prudence. The elected 
mayor possesses, in virtue of his origin, large 
powers for good, but he is under inspection, con- 
trolled, find rendered powerless for evil. 

Statistics prove that the fears of those uho 
look upon municipal liberty as a source of danger 
are chimerical. In 1849 out of 1500 mayors and 
deputies nominated to 469 communes, 25 dis- 
missals occurred, while out of 74,000 mayors and 
deputies elected in 36,650 communes, it was in all 
only necessary to pronounce 183 dismissals. The 
truth is, that with liberty it is easy to live at 
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•peace. The Right had the merit of recognizing 
tliis during the debate. M. de Meaux carried 
tly vote when he said, “ We want no more sub- 
prefects.” 

The opinion of a man who is also a staunch 
Conservative, and has discharged the functions 
ot Councillor of State, Vice-president of the 
Council of State, Prefect of Police, and Minister 
might have been quoted. M. Vivien, in his 
“Rtudes Administratives,” expresses himself as 
follows : “ The Municipal Council, constituted as 
it has been by the law of 1848, is the body to 
which, in our opinion, the nomination of the mayor 
should be entrusted. We are even of opinion that 
the exceptions admitted by that law should bo 
diminished. It is, perhaps, necessary, that in 
some very populous towns, which, though not so 
important as Paris or Lyons, still occupy a more 
or less similar position, the nomination of the 
mayors should belong to the Government. But 
the same reason cannot be ap])Ii<' I to all communes 
numbering more than 0000 souls, and all the 
townships in the departments and aiTondisse- 
ments, so that, in our opinion, save in a small 
number of very exceptional cases, the mayors 
should be nominated by the municipal coun- 
cils.” 

These ideas were so favourably re-ccived on 
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all tho benches of the Chamber, that the Com^ 
mission felt it needful to offer an excuse fo|^ 
having adopted the restrictive proposal of Goveip- 
ment. This v?as formally done through M. Painis 
at tlie sitting of tho 8th April. 

M. Paris. “ The Commission takes part in this 
debate only in order to make a statement. „ 

^ In principle it unanimously agrees with the 
authors of the amendment ; and with their theory 
that the mayors should be elected by tho mtmicipal 
councils in every commune.” 

Some Memhen. “ What then ? ” 

M. Paris. “ The Committee considers that it 
would bo wise to accept the Government bill, as 
a provisional measure pending the settlement of 
the functions of the mayors, by an act of a per- 
manent character.” {No, no.) 

After a confused discussion of some minutes* 
duration, tho Assembly, by 279 votes to 209, 
adopted an amendment, drawn by M. Antoin 
Ijefevro Pontales, which ran as follows : “ The 
municipal council shall elect the mayor from 
among its own members, by an absolute majority 
obtained in a secret ballot. If after two ballots 
no candidate has obtained a majority, a ballot 
shall bo taken between the two candidates who 
have obtained most votes. 

' “ Mayors so elected may be dismissed by decree. 
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^^S&jOTB who have been dismissed are for one year 
ineligible for re-election.” 

•A great tumult followed. Both the Commission 
and the Government felt this vote to be a defeat. 
The Commission required the suspension of the 
sitting that they might have time to consult. 
On its resumption M. Paris proposed the addition 
of the following amendment in the name of Ihe 
majority of the Commission : — 

“ The nomination of mayors and deputies in 
towns of more than 20,000 inhabitants, and in the 
townships of departments and arrondissoments, 
whatever their population, shall rest as a pro- 
visional measure with the Government. They 
shall be selected from the municipal council.” 

Cries of “ Wo have voted,” were hoard on all 
sides. “ The amendment,” said M. Paris, “ con- 
tains nothing which contradicts tho vote that has 
been given.” 

On this, the majority of the deputies loft their 
seats, and gathered in great, excitement round 
their various party chiefs. M. Thiers, who was 
in his place, was questioned with eagerness 
which bordered on intemperance. M. Paris, if 
his words were to be taken in their literal sense, 
was justified in saying that his amendment only 
supplemented the vote just taken, but did not 
contradict it. The Assembly had laid down as a 
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principle that almost everywhere the mayoreK' 
should be elective, in about 36,000 communes 
out of 36,300 ; the proposal now before it was tl^at 
as <an exceptional thing they should be nominated 
by Government decree in the 300 communes of 
the greatest importance and the largest population. 
This was precisely the step which the Assembly 
1848 had already taken ; it had voted the general 
principle, and then the exception successively. The 
difference, and it was in favour of M. Paris, was, 
that the Commission of 1871 proposed to include 
no towns in the excepted category, save those of 
20,000 souls and over ; while in 1848 the regida- 
tious of 1831 had been maintained in the case of 
{ill towns with over 6000 inhabitants. IM. Baroche 
had, at tluit time, even proposed to go {is low as 
3000, and his jiroposal had been supported by 
the Minister of the Interior, M. Recourt, a tried 
trusty Republican. 

It was, therefore, evident that the Chamber 
would not contradict itself by accepting the 
amendment of M. Paris ; it would only supplement 
its first vote by modifying it, which is always 
done when any exception is introduced into an 
act. 

The coutmdiction was not indeed formal, or 
apparent; it did, however, exist, and this ex- 
plains the extraordiuaiy excitement that took 
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•possession of the Assembly. On reading the 
l^p^hes delivered on both sides, it will clearly 
agpear that the majority meant to have the 
election of the mayors proceeded with in 
all the 'communes without exception, or, at 
most, with no other exceptions than Paris 
a^d Lyons. The aspect which the sitting 
assumed indicated this intention more clearly 
than words. 

Two systems had been confronted ; that of 
election, which had carried the day; and that 
of election as a general principle, with exceptions 
in the case of two or three hundred large com- 
munes — a totally different system, which had 
been defeated. 

It was a matter of small importance tliat 
the figure of 6000 inhabitants had been once 
proposed as the basis of the exception, and that 
it had now been raistnl to 20,000. Wh.at the 
Assembly had rejected was the system of ex- 
ceptions on whatever basis. What was pro- 
posed, however M. Paris might .vord it, was, in 
effect, to retract it, and to retract there and 
then. To add to the general irritation, it became 
known that M. Thiers would insist upon com- 
pliance, and would threaten to repudiate his bar- 
gain over this matter. The vote had taken him 
by surprise. He had not perceived anything 
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more than declamation in the speeches ofe 
M. de Meaux and M. Antoin Lefevre Pontales,; 
he believed the Chamber would adopt the reoopa- 
mendation of the Commission. When he heard the 
vote announced, ho exclaimed, “ I cannot remain.” 
His colleagues, the ministers, had a hard fight inth 
him before they could induce him to accept tjie 
aTnendment. He would not wait to hear M. Paris’s 
explanation of it. Ho at once rose and made an 
excited, almost passionate speech, in which he gave 
no reason, save that the Assembly was making it 
impossible for him to carry on the Government, 
and that they must make their choice hio et 
mine, between the vote on the amendment and 
the resignation of the President. This sort of 
haughty frankness, when ho believed himself to be 
unmistakably in the right, was characteristic of 
him. No one else has carried it to such lengths 
in so powerful an assembly. His speech should 
be road from end to end to gain an idea of his 
decisiveness and vigour, and of the power which 
ho exorcised over the Assembly. These are his 
opening sentences, what follows corresponds with 
them : — 

“Gentlemen, I have only a few words to say 
on this question ; one so simple, that it carries 
with it its own answer ; especially under the 
circumstances in which we are at present placed. 
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9 **I confess that I have done wrong in not 

^a^g expressed my opinion on this subject, an 
<^nion which is as unhesitating as it is sincere. 
(^ensatioTi.) I was occupied with your dearest 
interests,' and I was unable to believe, for a 
moment, that a doubt could be entertained upon 
tj^e question now under discussion. {Murmurs 
from tlie Left.) 

** Gentlemen, you may murmur, if you like, but 
in order fully to understand what I feel at the pre- 
sent moment you should try to place yourselves 
in my position. {Loud cheers.) 

“ You call upon us — ^aud I am perfectly con- 
vinced you all do so in perfect good faith — 
you call upon us to maintain order, and at the 
same time you deprive us of the moans of doing 
so I {New and prolonged cheering, mtirmurs on some, 
benches on the Left.) 

“ For myself, you will allow mo to claim that 
I am in earnest, and that wbat I do I do in 
earnest. A result is required of me, and I rex)eat 
it, the means of obtaining it are withheld. 

**I recognize the enlightenment of our groat 
cities, and 1 value it at its true worth ; but you 
are not ignorant that in theory the democratic 
party has the upper hand ; and that for this very 
reason it is daring ; and in those towns where it 
counts a sufficient number of adherents it ends, 

VOL. 11. n 
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thanks to that audacity, by carrying everything ^ 
before it. 

t* 

“ When, in a city like Marseilles, which no one 
can deny is a highly enlightened city, which is 
also a very rich city, and consequently deeply 
interested in the maintenance of order, it is found 
necessary to land 500 sailoi's from the ships in 
order to re-establisli public order, which had been 
disturbed ; when the Prefecture has to be taken by 
assault, — and do you know how ? — with boarding- 
pikes (sensation), is it under such circumstances 
as those that wo are asked to leave the adminis- 
tration of the great towns to the chances of an 
election ? » 

“ (lentlemen, T must say this cannot be agreed 
to. (Hear! hear!) 

“ I have the interest of my country and the 
accomplishment of the heavy responsibility with 
which you have charged me too much at heart 
to hesitate in declaring plaiidy, that if the article 
which you have just voted be not amended I 
cannot retain the burthen of power. (Ilea/t'! 
hear! cheers.) 

“ Gentlemen, no inconsistency if you please. 
We must not have inclinations in one direction 
and votes in another. Yes or no. Do you desire 
order? (Yes, yes.) The whole question lies 
there.” (Hear, hear.) 
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• M. Langlois raised some objections, but M. 
TEiers immediately returned to the tribune, and 
(yioted instances of prefects defeated by mayors, 
and compelled to take refuge in barracks or 
railway stations, from whence they had to bo 
rescued by main force. “ 1 will never,” said he, 
“ pretend to dictate to this Assembly ; but what 
you have done is to enfeeble all our efforts and to 
divide the party of order, at the very moment 
when we are collecting 1 00,000 men in order to 
put down a rebellious municipality.” 

The discussion was not renewed. The Cham- 
ber voted by silting and standing. The Journal 
Ojficiel records the result in these words : “ A 
large number of members voted in favour of the 
amendment.” 

If M. Thiers, had said all that was in his mind, 
ho w'ould have defended the nomination of the 
mayors in all communes by the Government as a 
pennancnt measure, for all his predilections were 
in favour of the law of 18!31 In 1803, when 
M. Jules Simon had defended the principle of 
electing mayors, in a s])oeoh which lasted threugh 
two sittings of the Corps Ltgislatif, M. Thiers, 
by whose side he sat, said to him when ho had 
concluded : “ You should have limited yourself to 
requiring the Government to appoint from among 
the municipal council ; that is the only thing 

i> 2 
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practicable. You are acquainted with all the de* 
tails of the question, but you have never governed. 

Great authority though M. Thiers undoubtedly 
was, government with elected mayors is practicable 
at ordinary times, and laws are made for ordinary 
times, and not for periods of civil war. The 
sincere Liberals who, at this sitting of the 8th 
April, strove that great principles should prevail, 
had in some sort chosen the day, the hour, and the 
minute when defeat was most certain. Reasons 
were all in their favour, but circumstances were 
all against them. Not only Paris, but Lyons, 
Marseilles, Toulouse, and other less important 
towns, were contending with the Central Govern- 
ment, and demanding autonomy and federation. 

They wanted to elect their own mayors, and to 
make of them so many presidents of republics. 
Even in those towns which remained obedient to 
the central power, the municipal councils ap- 
pointed delegates to convey to Versailles their 
wishes to the Government and the Assembly; 
they contemplated the holding of congresses to 
insist upon the reconciliation of “ the Versaillais ” 
with the Commune. M. Thiers went direct to the 
point before the Assembly, and he was right in 
saying, ** Your desires point one way, and your 
votes the other.” Such was the great and singular 
parliamentary day of the 8th April. 
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,It was everywhere said that the Chamber did 
• not dare withstand M. Thiers, and that it yielded 
Kb him. The plain truth is that on both sides 
men gave way before the inexorable necessities of 
the situation. 

M. Magnin and M. Bothmont had brought in a 
bill intended to regulate the functions of councils- 
general (romeils-generaux). This bill was very 
liberal, as might have been expected from the 
names and antecedents of its two authors. The 
report upon it, ably made by M. Waddington, 
occasioned prolonged and very serious discussions. 
On this occasion also the Chamber proved itself 
truly liberal, and on many points more liberal 
than the Government. M. Thiers took no personal 
share in the debate, but M. Ijambrecht, who had 
succeeded M. Picard as Minister of the Interior, 
and who was fully in the confidence of M. Thiers, 
opposed, more than once, and with much judgment 
and discrimination, the decentralizing tendencies 
of the Commission and of the iV.ssembly. The. 
Right, who reckoned upon always having the 
majority in the councils-general, were very 
tenacious of their privileges, and M. Langlois 
went so far as to say that Franco had never had 
a more liberal Assembly. It was undoubtedly 
liberal after its fashion and in its degree. It 
sought to influence the elections by the composi- 
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tion of the electoral colleges, so as to secure the * 
success of Conservative candidates ; but when the * 
elections had taken place, it thought only of de- 
fending those who had been elected against thft 
Government. 

A similar tendency to restriction is to be found 
in all the electoral enactments of the Assembly, 
and a similar liberal tendency in all its organic 
laws. At the outset, in addition to hatred of the 
Republic, deep-seated resentment directed against 
the Republic and every species of dictatorship 
exorcised paramount influence. The hate of 
Cmsarism was strong in it, and often inspired it 
with generous resolutions. Afterwards a kinder 
feeling towards the empire revived, and by this 
reconciliation it lost a little of its early enthusiasm 
for liberty ; but during the first two years of its 
long legislative career, it often gave way to its 
ardent desire fo react against the customs of the 
imperial dictatorship. Nor was it less irritated 
by what it termed the dictatorship of the Govern- 
ment of Defence. Possibly, the necessity of 
restricting the powers which it had entrusted to 
M. Thiers may have begun to be felt; for the 
tendencies of all assemblies, especially sovereign 
assemblies, lie in this direction. M. Thiers and 
the Government wore, on the other hand, at that 
very moment, excessively anxious about the 
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• national unity and the authority of the central 
•power. 

• The Act relative to councils-general was passed 
on the 10th August, 1871. It forms a very 
complete law, extremely well thought out, not- 
withstanding the perturbation during which it 
was framed, and many of its provisions are 
excellent. It introduced among us the institution 
of the departmental commission, Avhich has long 
been in successful operation in Belgium. 

The first object of the Assembly was to place 
the existence of councils-general beyond any 
danger from the Government. It will be remem- 
bered that M. Gambctta had dissolved all the 
councils-general elected under the empire by 
decree; this measure had aroused great angtr 
among the opponents of his policy, a feeling which 
had by no means calmed down when the bill 
came on for discussion. The commission actually 
proposed the absolute interdiction of dissolution by 
decree; a stop which might entail most serious 
consequences in the absence of the Legislative 
Chambers. The two following articles embody 
the compromise which was agreed to. 

“ Art. 36. While the National Assembly is in 
session no council-general can bo dissolved by 
the chief of the Executive ; except under express 
obligation to give an account of the measure 
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to the Assembly at the earliest opportunity. :' 
In this case, the date of the new election is fixed* 
by an act which also decides whether the depart- 
mental commission shall continue in office till th^ 
meeting of the new council-general, or authorizes 
the executive power to nominate another pro- 
visionally. » 

“ Art. 36. During the interval between the 
sessions of the National Assembly, the Chief of 
the Executive may pronounce the dissolution of 
a council-general on grounds specially applicable 
to such council. 

“ The decree of dissolution shall state reasons. 

“ The decree cannot be issued as a general 
measure. It shall summon the electors of the 
department for the fourth Sunday after the date 
of its issue. The new council-general meets of 
right on the second Monday after the election, 
and appoints its departmental commission.” 

The act conferred upon all coxincils-general the 
right of verifying the elections of their members 
without appeal ; a very important privilege which, 
so to speak, secured its autonomy. It decided 
that the council should elect annually, in the 
month of August, its president, one or more 
vice-presidents, and its secretaries, that it should 
regulate its own modes of procedure, and that 
4ts sittings should bo public. The right of meeting 
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^or an extraordinary session, not to extend beyond 
piglit days, upon the written requisition of two- 
tl^rds of the members addressed to the president, 
wfis granted. Political resolutions were formally 
prohibited but resolutions upon all questions of 
economy and general administration were autho- 
r^ed ; so were petitions, and memoranda upon 
the condition and requirements of the various 
public services in the department, which were to be 
addressed to the proper minister through the 
channel of the president. 

Many other points of importance in the Act of 
the 18th August, 1871, might bo indicated, but 
the measure which gives this law its character, and 
in which its historical value lies, is the establish- 
ment of the departmental commission. This 
innovation is by far the most considerable. It- 
has been said, but with certain exaggeration, tliat 
in this measure was the whole act. To say this 
is to overlook the importance of some other pro- 
visions ; as for example, that one which confers 
upon the councils the right of deciding upon 
the validity of their own elections, without appeal ; 
or that which empowers them to hold an extra- 
ordinary session upon the requisition of two-thirds 
of the members ; or that which prohibits their 
dissolution by any general measure. The first of 
these provisions led to such results that it was 
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not possible to maintain it ; and it was repealed^ 
by the act of tho 31st July, 1875, which trans-* 
ferred the right of deciding the validity of ooti- 
tosted elections to the Council of State. But 
whatever the importance of the other changes 
made in the regulation of councils-general, it 
still remains true that the institution of permanent 
commissions has profoundly modified our ad- 
ministrative system, and that it is the greatest 
stride which has been made in the direction of 
decentralization since tho commencement of the 
century. 

M. Beulc gave some curious details relative to 
the origin of the permanent commission, in a 
speech delivered on the 2nd July, 1871. 

“ We wore then at Bordeaux,” said he, “ in the 
midst of those painful deliberations from which 
peace, which was admitted to bo essential, was 
ultimately to spring. We were awaiting the 
ratification of the preliminaries. The deputies of 
Maine-et-Loire held a private meeting, and drew 
up a proposal to form a permanent “ Commission 
of Decentralization . ” We brought it to the lecture- 
room. 

“As a rule the authors of a proposal have 
to run about to obtain signatures, and cannot 
always succeed ; but on this occasion the paper 
had hardly been produced when we were obliged 
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*to ^remove it, in order to keep the merit of our 
proposal for ourselves, otherwise it would have 
hid 500 signatures to back it. 

• ** Whence came this unanimity and eagerness ? 
From this, that in the midst of the public woe, there 
was a hope, a purpose, wliich consoled France; 
she desired to revive, to become a nation once 
more, by resuming her responsibility, her rights, 
and the conduct of her own affairs.” 

The departmental commission is composed of 
not less than four or more than seven members, 
elected annually at the end of August, when tho 
ordinary session terminates. The senior member 
acts as its chairman ; M. Thiers was very positive 
that it should not elect the chairman, who might 
become a formidable rival to the authoiity of the 
prefect. The duties of the members are entirely 
honorary, the law does not even allow them 
travelling expenses. 

The prefects and the various heads of depart- 
ments are bound to furnish ll-’s commission with 
all the information it asks for relative to its 
business. The commission is empowered to 
entrust its own raemberg with special duties, in 
reference to matters lying within the scope of its 
functions. 

It acts in lieu of the prefect in respect of the 
opening and maintenance of the high roads, and 
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in checking the rates at which land valuations 
are made. 

It may discharge any functions which the 
council-general may delegate to it, and is to state 
its opinion upon any matters which the prefect 
may refer to it. It has power of its own 
motion to call his attention to matters of impor- 
tance to the department. It submits to the 
council proposals which in its iudgment are 
calculated to be useful; it makes a condensed 
Report to that body upon the budget proposed 
by the prefect, and another on the loans of the 
commune, rates for special purposes, and the 
debts of each commune. 

During the interval between the sessions it 
superintends the disbursement of the funds of 
the department. 

The Commission certifies the condition of the 
records, and the public property in movables in 
the department. It assigns to each member 
of the council-general, and to the members of the 
other elected councils, the canton which he is to 
represent upon the revising council. It nominates 
the members of the boards of direction, in enter- 
prises subsidized by the department. 

The Legislative Commission wished to place tihe 
^ administration of the commune under the guardian- 
ship of the departmental commission. This was 
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•given up at the third reading, but only because it 
ivas more convenient to wait until a bill regulating 
mUnicipiEd functions had been passed. The com* 
pftence of the commission is thus provisionally 
limited to departmental questions ; but, such as 
it is, it exerts considerable influence in the 
department. It completely replaces the coimcil 
of the prefect, which has become nothing more 
than a tribunal of first instance to consider 
matters in dispute. It had been feared that the 
authority and the prestige of the prefect would 
have been too sensibly diminished. Experience 
has shown that such fears were exaggerated. 
A capable prefect, who remains sufliciently long 
at the head of a department to know it 
thoroughly and to establish sound relations, will 
always retain preponderance in tho executive, 
as the representative of the Government. 

Should a contest take place between tho 
departmental commission and tho prefect, the 
council-general is at once caUed together. It 
may, if it thinks fit, replace tho departmental 
conunission by a new one. If it decides against 
the prefect, that high functionary’s position at tho 
head of the department becomes an impossible 
one. 

The aim of the legislation of 1871 was to set the 
department free. It took pains to give to the 
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councils-general the upper hand in the adminis-(i 
tration of the department. It, however, jealously 
maintained national unity by reserving to tj^e 
prefect the management of the interests of the 
State, and by carefully limiting the council- 
general to the management of the interests of the 
department, and thereby prohibiting it from inter- 
ference in politics. 

But politics enter into everything ; do what we 
will, they make their appearance in every institu- 
tion, and on all sides of them. The Act of 1871 
had instituted public sittings. A public sitting 
soon becomes a political sitting. The Council 
had been authorized to pass resolutions on 
(piestions of administration or economy; these 
are pure politics, slightly if at all disguised 
in form. An act known as Trcveneuc’s Act, 
passed on the ir)th February, 1872, empowered 
the councils-general as a provisional measure 
to replace the National Assembly or the legislative 
Chambers, if irregularly dissolved, by an As- 
sembly of delegates chosen from among them- 
selves, in the proportion of two delegates to 
each council. Lastly, the Act relative to the orga- 
nization of the Senate passed the 24th February, 
1873, summons the members of councils-general, 
together with the deputies of the department, 
the members of the councils of arrondissements 
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•and the representatives of the communes, to 
|alce a share in the election of senators. In 
this way councils-goneral grew into political 
bodies, little by little, and in the nature of 
things. 

We need only quote here so much of the act 
referring to the Council of State, passed on 26th 
May, 1872, as relates to the nomination of coun- 
cillors for ordinary duty. The Government wished 
to retain the privilege of nominating these, and its 
bill was drafted in this sense. As soon as the 
measure went into committee a considerable 
majority declared for election by the Assembly. 
The Select Committee was almost unanimously in 
favour of election. It had many interviews with 
M. Thiers and M. Dufaure, Minister of- Justice, 
which resulted in the Government becoming coji- 
vinced that it was impossible to win back the 
committee to the system, and deciding once more 
to make trial of an elected Council, this experi- 
ment having been already tried in 1848, and having 
at that time given good results, with an Assembly 
that was very prudent, very moderate, and willing 
to take men’s qualifications into account quite as 
much as their opinions. 

Many of those who were elected members of 
Council in 1848 and 1849, were members of the 
Assembly in 1871 ; among them M. Gauthier de 
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Bumilly, M. Chasseloup Laubat, M. Jules Simon,* 
M. Rivet, M. Edouard Charton, M. de Jouvenec^l, 
M. Edmond Adam. “ Strange to say,” said 11. 
Duvergier, “ the supporters of Monarchic;{i>l 
Government have spoken and voted in favour of 
the nomination of councillors by the legislative 
power, while the partisans of Republican insti- 
tutions have maintained that this nomination ought 
to be reserved to the Executive.” It is strange 
that he should have thought it strange. The 
monarchical Right favoured election because that 
very Right, though by no means liberal where 
individual freedom of action was concemed, was 
extremely liberal where it was a question of re- 
straining the action of a Government which it felt 
was becoming increasingly favourable to the per- 
manence of the Republican .form. The secret of 
its conduct is its desire to control the elections 
in order to control the elected bodies, and through 
them the Government. Was the choice between 
nomination by the Executive and election by 
some constituency ? — the Right was for election. 
Was it a question under what conditions the 
right of universal suffrage, and freedom of the 
press should be exercised ? — ^it preferred restric- 
tion. The tendencies of the Left were just the 
reverse. While energetically defending the right 
of universal suffrage subject to control, and pub- 
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• lioity, ifc desired to place all necessary powers in 
^be- hands of a Government which was elected by 
a^d representative of the national will. There are 
Persons who suppose that Republicans prefer a 
feeble and fettered Executive, but this is au idea 
which is disproved by history. What Republicans 
’ dtfsire is that the Executive should be subject to 
election, and strictly limited to the discharge of 
its proper functions. 

The Assembly of 1848, in which there was 
an immense majority of Republicans, did un- 
doubtedly decide that the members of the Council 
of State should bo elected, but this took place 
under a constitution which provided for only a 
single Chamber. Its idea was to make of the 
Council of State a political body discharging the 
functions of a second Chamber in certain respect.s. 
M. Vivien said as much in his report, and has on 
several occasions re 2 >oatcd the same statement 
from the tribune. 

The constitution of 1 848, which committed 
legislative power to one solo Assembly elected by 
universal suffrage, and executive power to a 
president similarly elected, intended to interpose 
an intermediate body between these two powers, 
which should lend them its support, give them the 
advantage of its information, diminish their re- 
sponsibility by its own co-operation, facilitate 
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their relations with each other, and temper the^ 
action of the single Assembly if at times it were 
tempted to act rashly, also that of the possibfly 
arbitrary administration. 

Tho Council of State necessarily took a share 
in the preparation and drawing up of bills ; the 
Government were obliged to consult it, and tjxe 
Assembly was empowered to do so. But on the 
other hand, the majority of those republicans who 
in 1872 supported M. Thiers’ Government were 
resolved, as was M. Thiers himself, to divide the 
legislative power into two Chambers, and to recall 
tho Council of State to tho two-fold capacity in 
which it had acted prior to 1818, as an admi- 
nistrative tribunal, and an adviser of the Govern- 
ment. 

Regarded as a tribunal, it was natural that it 
should be appointed in the same manner as tho 
other judicial tribunals ; regarded as an adviser 
of tho Government it seemed indispensable that it 
should be nominated by the Government itself. 
These were the grounds on which the Republicans, 
who moreover were far from being numerous, were 
acting. 

The Right permitted themselves to be in- 
fluenced by a desire — which they constantly 
displayed after the date of the act relative to the 
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*00^11011 of State — to get authority into their own 
hands, to interfere in administrative details, and 
to*diminish day by day the fi'oodom of action and 
the power of the President, which they ultimately 
proposed to overthrow. Indeed almost all parties 
allowed causes arising from the politics of the 
* hour to guide their actions in this matter. The 
members of Council, if nominated by M. Thiers, 
would be Republicans. If nominated by tho 
Assembly, that is to say, by the all-powerful Right, 
they would, hke tho Right, bo hostile to a 
Republic. 

Such were tho motives which influenced the 
one side and the other; and tho proof is to be 
found in the fact that on tho 23rd February, 
1875, the Assembly rescinded its decision without 
hesitation. At that date it was decided and almost 
unanimously, that Councillors of State should in 
future be nominated by the President of tho 
Republic in Council (of Ministers). This was 
opposed by only forty-six mcmh *rs, almost all of 
them Bonapartists. 

In France we are in the habit of looking upon 
the institution of the jury^as one of the great 
achievements of the Revolution. We also hold that 
especially for political and i)res8 offences the jury 
is a salutary institution. It is indispensable that 
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the man who pronounces upon the fate of ^an^ 
accused person should be capable, upright, and 
impartial. If capability only, or even honestfjr, 
were all, a magistrate or a court of appeal offer 
sounder guarantees of these qualities than a jury. 
But impartiality is the characteristic which more 
than any other is represented by a jury, and •it 
is above all in dealing with offences in matters 
of opinion (political and press offences) that im- 
partiality becomes at once most difficult and most 
requisite. 

The permanent position of a judge is regarded 
as a guarantee for his impartiality, and the 
importance of this guarantee should not be de- 
nied; but on the other hand, neither should it 
bo over-estimated. The judge may not fear 
being dismissed, but he does fear not being 
promoted. He is not, therefore, in a truly 
independent position. Partiality also is of two 
kinds; the one voluntary, in which case it is 
criminal; the other involuntary, as in the case 
of a man devoted to a Government, or im- 
bued with the spii'it of a sect or caste, and 
honestly holding that everything which is con- 
trary to his opinion or even his impressions is 
wrong. 

Among the paradoxes of our legislation, the 



THE WOHK OP LEGISr^TlON. 


63 


•following is by no means one of the least startling. 
We warmly advocate legality ; we value the jury 
nrf the most genuine guarantee of the liberty of 
the individual ; we especially value it in the case 
of offences of opinion ; it formerly stood in our 
charters, and it was written in our constittition of 
• 1 & 18 , that no man may be deprived of his natural 
judges, that exceptional tribunals shall not be 
established in the future ; we endeavour to devise 
learned and complicated means of composing a 
jury that shall bo truly independent and truly 
impartial. And after all this, wo admit the state 
of siege as a really indispensable institution, one 
which the wisest, the most moderate, and the 
most liberal minds urgently demand, only re- 
quiring that resort should not bo had to it except 
in pressing need. And yet we know from our 
former history and from contemporary history, 
that frequent recourse is had to this form of dic- 
tatorship, which ought to be reserved for the last 
extremity; and which, as its Ht '^t result, deprives 
all accused persons of the benefit, of jury, and, in 
a special way, those who are accused of offences 
of opinion. The state of siege subjects them to 
judges who are not their natural judges, who are 
not irremovable, who are temporarily commissioned 
to discharge the functions of judges, and who are 
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dispensed from all the qualifications required of' 
ordinary magistrates. It was not till 1878, after 
the experience of the IGth May had once mdre 
demonstrated the dangers of dictatorship, that the 
idea of making the Executive competent to 
proclaim the state of siege when the Chambers 
are not sitting was given up. The act of the 3j*d ' 
April, 1878, contains the following clause: No. 3. 

“ Should the Chamber of Deputies be dissolved, 
and the General Elections be not yet completed, 
the President of the Republic shall not declare 
a state of siege oven as a temporary measure. 
In the case of actual war, the President is, not- 
withstanding this, empowered, acting upon the 
opinion of his Council of Ministers, to declare the 
state of siege in that part of the country which is 
threatened by the enemy, subject to the condition 
that the electoral colleges are summoned to meet, 
and the Chambers are to reopen at the earliest 
possible date.” The third article is thoroughly 
right ; and owing to it, the Constitution has at 
last ceased to place a legal instrument wherewith 
to oppose the national will in the hands of the 
President of the Republic. This was not done too 
soon. Up to the 3rd April, 1878, the President 
possessed the power of dismissing the Cabinet and 
dissolving the Chamber, with the consent of the 
•Senate, both guilty of holding an opinion of their 
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• own which was the opinion of the country, but 
-unfortunately not that of the President. He had 
pbwer to postpone the elections for six months, 
wd during those six months, while no voice can 
be heard from the tribune, while the legislative 
authority, which is also a controlling power, is 

* not, he could place the judges under interdict, and 
suspend the action of those laws which defend 
individual liberty and the freedom of the press. 
Yet, strange to say, this third clause, so wise, so 
indispensable, which put an end to so flagrant 
and dangerous a contradiction, did not pass 
without a protest. No sooner was it made known 
in the Conservative camp that it formed a portion 
of the intention of the Parliiimcniary majority to 
resolve that for the future an act would have to bo 
passed in order to suspend the authority of any lau , 
than anger and disapjjoinimont m.'ido tliemselvt:;^ 
visible. What, during the entire ])oriod which 
might elapse between the expiration of the 
powers of one Chamber, and the formation of a 
new one, it would for the h tiire bo impossible 
to indulge us with the amenities of a state of 
siege by proclamation ! During this entire intorvjd 
the Government would bo reduced to employ the 
civil authorities and the ordinary courts of law 
for the purpose of securing obedience to the law ? 
Nothing more could bo done if disturbances broke 
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out beyond sending a few regiments to the spot 1 * 
Were we not paving the way for some future-. 
Commune, if we disarmed the party of order to tttls 
extent? General elections at regular intervals, 
regulated by the expiration of the time for which 
tlie deputies are chosen, did not cause much 
uneasiness, what did so were general elections in ' 
consequence of a dissolution, as happened on the 
16th May. 

All those who an*ogato to themselves the title 
of men of moderation, of Liberals, and who 
represent themselves as constituting the party of 
order, were clamorous for an exception to this 
third clause. If they obtained no other, this one 
exception at least must be granted to them. And 
in favour of whom ? Of the President who shortly 
before had prematurely dissolved the Chamber of 
Deputies •with the consent of the Senate. That 
act, which sends bfick the representatives to 
the sovereign people, empowers the President 
— who by the dissolution has become one 
of the parties to a great suit before the tribu- 
nal of national justice — to become dictator, at 
any rate until the long trial of that suit has been 
concluded. Is this merely inconsiderateness ? 

Is it due to want of foresight ? Or is it quite 
the contrary ? 

So long as the power of proclaiming the state of 
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^iege by simple decree lasted, the jury was not 
{jolly secured to us, for we only possessed the 
July and what are called our “ natural ’* judges at 
ip^ervals. But now that we possess that institu* 
tion continuously and without these grievous in- 
terruptions, it is important that it should be well 
• pipvided for, so as to secure capacity, character, 
and above all impartiality, that is, the cause 
of the institution of the jury is the presumption 
that a judge may be biassed. 

Every act regulating juries since they were 
first introduced has required that four different 
lists shall be made out. 1. A general list of 
all citizens legally liable to serve on a jury. 2. The 
annual list, extracting from the general list the 
names of those citizens who are liable to servo 
as jurors during that year. 3. The sessions 
list taken from the above-named annual li.-t. 
4 The list of jurors summoned, extracted 
from the sessions list; that is to say, general 
list, annual list, sessions list, jury list, for 
each case. 

In 1848 it was enacted that all electors over 
thirty years of age should be entered on the 
general jury list. This was on the general 
principle that every citizen unless incapacitated 
has a right to take part in the administra- 
tion of justice, just as he has a right, by electing 
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deputies to take part iu the formation of ^th(f 
law and the government of the country. Law 
being the expression of the general will, it appe&rs 
natural that each person who has a share dn 
the making of the law shall be liable to be called 
upon to punish those who refuse to submit 
to it. 

This principle is not beyond question. The 
right of voting is the only right inseparable from 
citizenship, beyond that it is only indispensable 
that all men should bo on an equality in the sight of 
the law. Duties therefore can bo, and should be 
so distributed as to conduce to the general interest. 
Briefly, the right of trying one’s poors is a veiy 
doubtful one, that of being tried by one’s peers 
is not so. If there were an inherent right to sit 
on a jury, the only course would to be select the 
jui’ios for each case by lot from the lists of electors. 
Something like this was proposed to the Assembly 
by the Government of 1 S tS ; V)ut so long ago 
as that the Assembly recognized that the only 
right existing was that of the accused person to 
bo tried rationally and justly, that is to say, before 
a competent, honest, impartial tribunal. The 
reporter made use of the following words : — 
“ That sovereign power which belongs to a jury 
must only bo entrusted to men of sufficient 
enlightenment and character to leave us no doubt 
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•that they will employ it prudently ; men of suffi- 
cient enlightenment to be able to distinguish 
between the innocent and the guilty, of sufficient 
fi]^ness to remain untrammoled by impressions 
from without, or by the prejudices of party 
spirit, and to resist persuasion, and pity.” A 
• mjignificent programme indeed, but one impossible 
of complete realization. The duty of the legis- 
lator is to approach as closely as he can to such 
an ideal. Everything depends upon the method 
of drawing up the list for the year. What has to 
be dono besides, is, so to speak, mechanical. 
Every elector of thirty years of ago, and not 
incapacitated, has his name entered on the list, 
and two ballots obtain the list of jurors liable 
to serve and the names of each actual juror out 
of the annual list. But the list of tlio year cannoi 
be drawn up according to an uudoviating rule, ui 
by drawing names out of a ballot-box. A se- 
lection has to bo made, and very many names have 
to be struck out. This selecfion should be made 
without party -spirit, with tli. single object of 
inserting the names of enlightened and honourable 
men in the list. If the authority to which the 
solution is entrusted bo’ one which can be relied 
upon for impartiality and discretion, the law of the 
jury is a good one. What remains may have its 
own importance, but the fundamental point is 
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the one indicated. In it also lies the main diffi-* 
culty. * 

The system to bo pursued, according to the act‘of 
7tl) August, 1848, was as follows : — “ The number 
of jurors to be provided for the annual list was 
divided among the various cantons in proportion 
to the numbers of jurors furnished by each J;o ' 
the general list. The prefect with his prefectoral 
council made this division. The jurors from each 
canton whose names wore to appear on the list 
for tlio year w’crc nominated by a committee con- 
sisting of a mcrubor of tbe council-general who 
presided, a magistrate dr, paid') who was 

real president, with two members of the Municipal 
Council frojn each commune in the canton, 
especially nominated by that council, or w'ith 
five members of the Municipal Council iu those 
cantons w'hich comprised only one single com- 
mune. The prefect then framed tl)e annual jury 
list of the department by simply arranging the 
names which appeared on the cantonal lists 
in alphabetical order, without introducing any 
alteration wdiatever. 

The characteristics of this system were bad, the 
executive authority was absolutely excluded. 
The elective element had the chief, or to speak 
more ])roperly, the sole place. For both those 
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Veasons tbe Empire did not find it possible to 
maintain this system. An act of 4tli June, 1853, 
enacted that the list for the year should be drawn 
up in the manner following^. The number of jurors 
is divided among the cantons by the prefect sitting 
in prefectoral council in proportion to the official 
• statement of population. For each canton a 
committee consisting of the magistrate as presi- 
dent, and all the mayors, draw up a preliminary 
list containing three times us many names as 
will form the contingent which the canton is to 
supply, and the final list for the arrondissement, 
as settled by a subsequent committee consisting 
of all the judges, is prepared like the district list 
for division by the prefect or sub-]jrefect. This 
commission was increased or diminished to the 
extent of one fourth the jurors assigned to eacli 
canton. 

The characteristic of this act is that it com- 
pletely excludes the electoral element. No man 
can appear on the final Kst whoso name is not 
on that drawn up for his canton. Now the lists 
for the cantons were drawn up by a committee 
consisting of the magistrates {jngex de paiie) and of 
all the mayors ; in other words, a committee of 
officials, for under the Empire the mayors were 
nominated by the Government, and need not be 
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members of the municipal council, they wore* 
therefore not elected magistrates. The committee 
of the arrondisseraent likewise includes officials 
only, since it consists of the magistrates under 
the presidency of the prefect or sub-prefect. Nor 
was it any safeguard that these judges are func- 
tionaries cTigagod in the administration of jnstioc; * 
for independently of the fact that they are re- 
movable, their having to act under the presidency 
of iho prefect or sub-prefect reduced them to 
a secoiuliuy position. Hero then wo have the 
act of J8tS reversed, and everything placed in 
the hands of the executive. The Cotumittee of 
the legislative body j)roposed to replace the niagis- 
trato.s by members of the council-general in the 
committees of each aiTondi.ssemout. This amend- 
ment was rejected. “If,” said M. Rouher, “ the 
council of state has not ajjpointed members who 
have boon elected, the reason is that the law under 
discussion is one affecting the administration of 
justice ; what was requisite was that it should be 
framed under conditions of stability and of vigour ; 
the political element, which is always subject to 
agitation and change, ought not therefore to be 
allowed to enter into it.” To say that politics are 
excluded from the commissions over which the 
Government is absolute master is a mere farce. 
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^or is it less ridiculous to base the objections to 
members of a council-general upon a political 
character, which neither in law or in fact belongs 
to^hem. But at that time men were not nice as 
to the arguments they made use of, above all 
when addressing the legislative body. 

• I’he unquestionable merit of the act of the 21st 
November, 1872, was that it excluded the direct 
agents of the Governmout. from any shai'o in 
making out the annual lists. M. Dufaurc, who 
drafted this act, agreed to the introduction of the 
elective clement which the Empire had banislunl ; 
but instead of resorting to this alone, ho entrusted 
so considerable a share to tlio magistracy, that 
the introduction of the elective principle was 
virtually destroyed. His plan, which the Assembly 
adopted, borrows from the act of 1851 the 
drawing up of a preparatory list, and tho right 
of tho commission to increase or diminish tho 
number of jurors allotted to each canton by one 
fourth. This commission is even empowered to 
enter jurors on the final list wlu.so names had not 
been included in tho preliminary lists, with the 
restriction that these names shall not amount to 
more than one fourth of ‘the number allotted to 
the canton. The committees for the cantons 
consist of the magistrate as president, his 
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assistants, and of the majors of all the com* 
munes. The mayors form the elective element ; 
even in the case of a mayor of a principal city, 'for 
they arc always selected from among the number 
of the Municipal Council. The committee for an 
arrondissement is composed of the members of 
the council-general, the magistrates, with ibhe* 
president of the civil tribunal as president. This 
constitution was keenly attaeko<l during the dis- 
cussion. It was pointed out that in 1872 the 
entire ])o\ver had been conferred upon the judicial 
element in the committee, as in ISIS it had been 
confem'd upon the elective, aiid in 18.“>d upon the 
Covernment element. The character of the law 
is not really altered, although the judicial element 
does not prejmuderate in the committee of the 
canton, for the cotnmittee of the canton only per- 
foi’ins preliminary work ; and, according to the 
sitiiat ion of the canton and the number of communes 
in it, it is sometimes in a minority and sometimes 
in a majority, the juror is really elected by the 
committee of the arrondissement. In that com- 
mit tee the magistrates not only preponderate but 
also preside; so that in reality, recording their 
votes iu the chief towns, under the eye of the 
president of the tribunal, and iu the close vicinity 
of the Procureur of the Republic, who is at their 
head, they have the list absolutely in their own 
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• hands. The act makes provision that the 
^President of the tribunal shall have a casting 
vbte, but this casting vote is not needed by 
lym, for he pivponderatos in the commission 
by his mere presence. It might bo said that the 
members of the council-general are there only as 
» a matter of form. 

M. Lept'-re, speaking in the name of the Jjoft, 
called for a return to the system of 1848, but in 
vain. The Cliaraber, at the recpiest of the Chan- 
celku’, consented that tin* tiominati(,tn of jurors 
should re.st with the magistmture. M. Jlertuuhl 
(leclared, but to no pur]>()se, that this was a 
baneful privilege. Of the three stages in a 
criminal jjrosecution, the preliminary o.\amination, 
the conviction, the sentence, the first and the last 
devolve upon the magi.sti'ates ; and it is not ia 
accord w'ith either justice or reason that tlx y 
should also be emj)Owered to select the jurors who 
an* to pronounce the verdict. In short, the act 
of 187l2 is prefiTuble to tiinf of t he Emi)iro, but 
it calls for an essential refoi ») in the direction of 
lilH'rty. 

When the Assembly pass<‘d an act (that of 
2 1st December, 1871,) to regulate the procedure 
in the election of the judges for tribunals of 
commerce, a question of principle came before it 
for solution. Have trathTS tbe right to elect 
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their o^vn judges ? The reply, as in the discus- 
sion on jury law, was that traders, and in general 
all litigants, have one right — that of justice, 
administered by competent, upright, and impartial 
judges. It is, however, noteworthy that the 
parallel between litigants at common law and 

litigants before a tribun.al of commerce is inexact : 

^ . . • 
for in the last-mentioned case it is not so much 

a (piestion of deciding between right and wrong 

as of the interpretation of the conditions of a 

contract. 

The legislation of 1 H07 j;)laeed the selection of 
judges in commercial cases in the hands of the 
“notables commeryants,” who were designated 
by the prefect under the authority of the IMinister 
of the Interior, for whom a Minister of (’om- 
merce was afterwards substituted. In 18 t8 tho 
institution of “ notables commeryants “ had ceased 
to exist, and tho judges w(Te elected directly by 
tho whole body of licensed traders. The Emi>iro 
restored tho act of 1807. In 1871 tho govern- 
ment proposed to revive tho act of 1 818, with but 
few alterations. The commission thought that 
good judges would not be obtained by direct 
voting. Tho number of licencees is too great, 
there aro a hundred thousand in Paris ; the elec- 
tions w'ould become political, and tho interests of 
yomnierce, which the legislation ought specially 
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*t.o keep in view', W'ould be sacrificed. Holders 
of licences of the first class, who are the best 
educated, would find themselves ovenvhelmed by 
tlvj number of liceucces of the seventh and eighth 
class, who would virtually have the election in 
their hands ; two figures will suffice to prove 
•tliis. Ill 1871 there were 2(5,000 licences of the 
first class, and 250,000 of the seventh. The com- 
inission for this reason gave np direct universal 
suffrage, and decided to entrust the selection of 
the judges to a small number of electors taken 
from among the traders, as had been done in 1807. 
Hut the drawing up of the list of these electors 
was entrusted to a commission composed almost 
exclusively of traders, who had been elected to 
fill some post, for example, as members of tho 
tribunal of commerce, or of tho chamber of com- 
merce, or council of experts, with tho addition 
of three members of the council-general, and of 
the mayor of tho chief town. The govoniment 
gave up its original proposal, adopted this sug- 
gestion, and the As.sembly conurmed it by vote. 
M. Magnin and M. Tirard opposed the funda- 
mental principle of tho bill. “ You separate the 
traders into two classes,” .said M. Maguiu ; “ on 
one side you place those who are fit to choose 
their own judges, on the other side those who are 
unfit.” This principle is indeed open to discus- 

p 2 
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sion, but tlio Chamber wonlcl not recognize .the* 
right of traders to elect their judges, just as, ou 
another occasion, it would not recognize the riglit 
of electf)rs to bo jurors. In both cases recourse 
Avas had to the ci’eation of a commission invested 
Avitli (}le(;toraI fuiictions. In the latter case the 
coinraittco was better constituted than in the* 
former, and practically it may be said of the one 
and the other, that the Avorth of the committee is 
the AA'orth of the enactment. 

The act on recruiting for the army was not 
voted until the 2 7th July, .1872, for two months 
had been consumed in di.''eussing it, and the com- 
mittee had spent no less than tourteen months in 
elaborating it. It consists of eighty artich;s, some 
of them of the gi’eah'st importanct'. It Avas no 
longer a quest ion of some fresh modification of the 
act of the 10th March, 1818, an act Avhich formed 
the basis of the one of 18d2, and of all that haA'e 
succeeded it. Drawing by lot, and the j)urchaso 
of substitutes, Avero noAv replaced by compulsory 
personal service : a revolutiou at once in our army, 
and iu our habits. 

Some few supporters of the lot still remained : 
substitution could claim a larger, but still not a 
gi-eat number. But these defenders of the .old 
routine wen* much discouraged, and felt themselves 
beaten beforehand. Although that proportion of 
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*the, contingent of eacli year, Avliich should be 
required for military duty, was determined by lot, 
and the contract between the substiluto and the 
conscrijit Avhom he replaced, was purely volnn- 
tar\', ami consequently conformable t-o the wishes 
of both parties, such an arrangement was too 
“ nnich opposed to the principle of equality to last 
for any length of time together with universal 
suffrage. A more telling and raori^ pressing 
rt*ason was that Prussia, had just beaten us ; with 
her military service is conqjulsory, and wo adopted 
the weapon which sho had employed against us. 
The act of 1855 had struck a decisive blow at 
substitution by creating a relief-from-scrvice fund 
which liad filled the French array with nierccniiries. 
The difficulty Avas, not to enact that personal 
service should be obligatory, but to organize if , 
and th.at difficulty was considerable. 

Two systems presented tbemselvos ; some per- 
sons advocated a term of eight years’ active 
sei'A'ice in the army ; Avitb, as a consequence, 
many cases of (>xemption and loleaso from service; 
for no one could dream of permanently embodying 
the entire contingent of sovoii classes; others 
Avould not consent to more than a three years’ 
term of active service. On the one side and on 
the other were to bo found sound reasons, high 
authority, and remarkable obstinacy. 
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M. Tliiors had advocated eight years, or at the 
very sljortost seven years. General Changarni(;r, 
General Diicrot, and the majority of military men 
agreed with him in preferring, if not this exact 
term, at least a long period of sendee. 

Tlie short term of service was advocated by 
Generals Trochu, Guillemaut, and Billot, and the 
authority of General Lamoriciero could also be 
advanced in its favour. 

Their arguments were of two kinds ; some were 
exclusively military, others of a political character. 
Tho profession of arms can be very well leanu'd 
in six months in the case of an infantry soldier, 
and in one y(>ar in that of some special branches 
of tho service ; a soldier in his sc'Cond year is a 
good soldier; in his third year he is an excellent' 
soldier. If he is kept longer he begins to feet a 
dislike to the service. With a three years’ term 
each oTitire class of recruits may be kept in 
active service, and then you have a reserve con- 
sisting of soldiers thoroughly trained, and all 
e((ually serviceable, whilo under tho other system 
tho resiTve, composed of men who are not suf- 
ficiently instructed and dialled, is completely 
sacrificed. To these military arguments, wore 
added others based upon political and social con- 
siderations. It is a glaring inconsistency and a 
breach of all the laws of equality to proclaim tho 
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pri/iciplo that military service shall bo personal 
npd compulsory, and then practically to divide the 
classes into two portions, one part to bo sub- 
jected through a long series of years to all the 
duties of military service, to bo removed from 
family and business life, prevented from maiT^’ing, 
hfndered from selecting or preparing for any civil 
career; while the others arc at once, or almost at 
once, sc'nt back to their homos, and though liable 
to recall in case of war, remain in the enjoyment 
of all the liberties and rights of citizens. In order 
to establish so wide and so inequitable a division 
among young men of the same class, it will bo 
necessary to have rec(nirs(', on the ono hand, to 
the lottery, which will bo almost tantamount 
to re-establishing the conscription, inasmuch a.s 
good numbers and bad numbers will once nueo 
exist; and, on the other to resort to an entire 
system of exeniptiojis and permissions, which will 
render the law illusory in the case of favoured 
persons, and friends of tho; < in power, and thus 
tend to destroy its moral effect. Those reasons, 
and others which it is not necessary to repeat 
here, produced a great effect upon the Republican 
portion of tho Assembly. 

The reply to them was as follows : — 

True, a soldier’s business can be quickly learned. 
An intelligent man does not require fwen so much 
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as six montlis thoroughly to master his drill, 
a man who only knows his drill may be a good 
National guard, he is not a soldier. A soldier is 
a man inur<‘d to di.scipline, to the point of obeying 
it naturally, and without effort; he bears priva- 
tion and fatigue ; he braves danger, nay, in action 
he courts it ; and, what is more difficult ar>d 
more heroic, ho awaits dang(*r without trembling, 
motionless and alone. Such a soldier is not made 
in six months, nor yet in twelve. It will take 
years thu.s to train his will, to strengthen his 
muscles, to inspii’e his courage. Nothing but 
lime, har<lship, life in common with his comrades, 
tin' trooper’s wandering life, transplanted from 
garrison to garri.son, can transform thc! clumsy 
ignorant peasant, attached to his village and to 
his routine, into an alert and active soldier, full 
of honour and vigour, holding “ the religioji 
of the Hag,” and looking upon his regiment as a 
lamily. 

;M. 'rhiers was novel* tired of repeating, that, 
however numbers may contribute to success, moral 
woi1-h contributes more efficaciously, and more 
surely. A small army of good soldiers well com- 
manded, is worth more than a great crowd of indis- 
ferent soldiers who can neither obey, nor stand fire 
and fatigue ; and a veteran soldier equally incapable 
of advancing without orders and of retreating 
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witlv>ut leave, is prefei-able to a man whose un- 
disciplined courafje impels him to inopportune 
acts of daring, and who may endanger the army as 
well as himself. “ The strength of an army,” said 
M. Thiers, “ lies in its solidity and its cohesion. 
The men must be ‘ knit together ’ said the Duke 
■'d’Aumalc; it was the phrase of a soldier and a 
commander. 

“ If three years’ service be not enough to turn 
out a soldier, still less is it enough to turn nut a 
sub-officer. We shall .always have officers, for we 
have good schools and sound haws which secure 
their position to the officers, and give them a 
career. A good cadre of sub-officers is more diffi- 
cult to obtain, because the sub-officers have neither 
security in their position nor liberty in their mode 
of life, nor have they sufficient i)ay, considera- 
tion, and honours in j)roportion to their servic(‘s. 
Yet there cannot be a good army without, good 
sub-officers. They are es8C‘nti.al in order to make 
good soldiers, .and when they b.jvo made them, are 
still essential to uphold ami direct them. They 
are indispensably necessary for the reserve, and 
as instructors, guides, examples. Perhaps a ser- 
geant, or even a sergeant-major may be made 
in three years, but,” said M. Thiers, “ what will 
be the good of having made him, if so soon as he 
is trained and j)romoted he leaves us ? ” 
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On this question he was intraetablo. It wa,s his 
belief that if the term of service were shortei^ied 
the security of France would be endangered. 
He maintained that war, or at least successful war, 
had never been made with recruits. The example 
of the German Landwehr notwithstanding, ho 
had no belief, or very little, in the utility of •re- 
serves. IJo saw this great difference between our 
army of roser%"e, and that of our neighbours, that 
with us the reserve men are quite unjicquainted 
with their officers, up to the opening of the 
campaign, while the German officers, owing to the 
continued existence of sejgnorial authority, are 
to their soldiers recognized chiefs. Ho was 
jM'rsuadcd that if on the breaking out of a W'ar the 
reservi'S were called out, the whole of the fresh 
men would have to be left in their depots to bo 
drilli'd, and that it would imperil the steadiness 
of the regiments of the active army if they were 
ilrafted into it. 

All this complicated organization, an imperfect 
imitation of theGermaii system, seemed to him to be 
at once of little worth and very costly. The millions 
thus expended, ho maintained, w'ould have been 
far better employed in reinforcing the active 
army, either by improving its conditions or in- 
creasing its eflectivo strength. While the bill 
•was under consideration not a day passed without 
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his seeing some member of the Committee, that 
be^might biing him over to his ideas. Again and 
again he spoke at the sittings of the Committee, 
and eacli time he adduced fresh arguments, and 
wlien he liad not carrieti his points, came away 
full of fresh regrets. lie obtained neither the 
“eight years' term, which indeed ho did not vtmturo 
to pro])ose, although, as ho said, it was the tra- 
ditional figure and the one which had given ns 
our best armies, nor yet the seven years, for which 
he fought hard. Ho at last brought the Coinmitto<J 
to dcclaro by a majority for five years, a majo- 
rity it is true, of only one vote, but it soernod 
to lift a great weight from off him. “ It is far 
enough from my ideal,” said ho, “ but with fiv(5 
years’ service we shall have two, or possibly even 
three years’ classes ready for service, and am' 
shall be able to form good cadres.” lb; pledgi'd 
himself to the Committee, to supjjortt.ho proposal, 
and h(' did support it ; in fact, vvhilo declaring 
each time that it was a jii'n-alh and that hml ho 
had his own way ho Avould have taken seven or 
even eight contingents of 1 00,000 men each. To 
the last moment the vote. was doubtful, notwith- 
standing his efFoiT.s, and the ajjpeals of Gtmeral 
Changarnier, who told the Committee “not to 
abate one single hour.” Finally, having for the 
last time repeated all his arguments, (|uoted his 
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authorities, and corrected miscalculations,, M. 
Thiers brought forward the question of his conti- 
nuing to govern. And when cries of “ You have 
no right to do it ! You cannot resign ! France 
lias need of you,” were heard on all hands, — he 
made this firm reply, — 

“AVo are all free here, I as much as you, anJ" 
1 ought to be more so, for I boar a crushing re- 
sponsibility. 

“ If the act is a bad one, in two or three years 
you will have a right to blame me, as you have had 
a right to blame those who so lightly ileclared war. 

“I take my stand upon that. I declare to 
you that I shall leave this ChambcT deeply dis- 
tn'ssed if you <lo not vote for five years. 1 add 
that I could not accept the responsibility of 
carrying out the act <nid inanmirit). 

“ You must take this declaration as you think 
fit; it was my duty, and within my right to 
make it to you.” 

It is difficult without having witnessed it to 
form an idea of the excitement to which these 
words gave rise. This military question had been 
suddenly transformed into a political one. A 
division was taken upon an amendment of General 
Cha reton, who proposed to reduce the term to four 
years. It was lost by 477 votes to 56. There 
were 1 92 members who did not vote. 
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** TJlis was a personal triumph for M. Thiors, but 
it ^was bought very dear. Ho had the pain of 
perceiving as time went on how unpopular the five 
years’ service was. In lS7f> and 1877, many 
bills, originated by private members, proposed a 
return to the tt'rm of three years. At that t ime, 

"^■haugh not exactly ill, he tvas enfeebled; his mind 
was always clear and bold, but his voice was 
gone, and he could no longer hope to make him- 
self heard in a building w'hich was deficient in 
acoustic (juality, and by .an Assembly which would 
have listened to him with the deepest personal 
respect, but with real hostility to his doctrine. 
A week before his death ho said to M. Jules 
Simon, “ I shall speak but once more ; that 
shall be to oppose the reduction of tlio term of 
active service in the army. I will do it, wen* I 
to die in the tribune. 1 owe Unit to iny couutr_) 
Some months before, when M. Jules iSimon was 
in the Ministry, he had a.skcd him, in discussing 
the same subject, if he would consent to read a 
s])ecch for him, as lie hail once iieforo done. “ I 
am aware,” said Im, “ that it is contrary to custom, 
but it is not contrary to rjile. Tla^y will perhaps 
allow me this privilege, and then 1 shall bo able 
to say everything.” 

We have just seen under what conditions the 
act of 1872 was carried ; we will now give a 
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sliort abstract of its provisions as the debate left* ' 
them. 

Personal military service is due from every 
Frenoliraan, and ho is liable to be called out from 
th(! ago of twenty years to that of forty. 

Substitution is suppressed. Exchange of num- 
bers is sanctioned only between brothers. „ *■ 

The entire term of military service is subdi- 
vided as follows : — Five years in act ive service, 
four years in the army reserve, five years in the 
t('t*ritorial army, six years in the territorial army 
reserve. 

Ejich contingoTit is therefore incorporated com- 
ph^tely into the army for active s(Tvic(‘, and remains 
tlu're five years, afti'rwards passing successively 
into the army reserve and into the territorial 
army. 

There are in the army 120,000 men independent 
of the levies. This number comprises officers, 
gonsdarmes, enlisted men, &c. Each class con- 
sists of about 300,000 men, of whom not more 
than oue-half, say 150,000 men, are fit for service. 
The latter number multiplied by five makes 
750,000 men, and gives us, Avith the 120,000 just 
mentioned, an active army of 870,000 men. It is 
impossible in the state of our finances, dangerous 
to national labour, and, it would appear, needless 
for the defence of the country, to keep up so 
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.kirge an array in time of peace. It therefore has 
been* resolved to separate each class into two 
eqifal divisions ; of these one is to remain five 
years in the services, and the other, without ceas- 
ing to form part of tlie active army, and while 
liable to recall to the ranks should war broak 
4 iut^is sent home with indefinite leave of absence, 
and can there exercise all tho rights of citizen- 
ship, the right of voting and the right of con- 
tracting marriage. Tho division between those 
two parts of a same class, so un(*qually treated, is 
made by drawing lots. Thus the active army 
consists of 870,000 men, but according to tho 
terms of tho act, there cannot in time of peace bo 
a larger number of men on active service than tho 
120,000 permanent sohlicTs, the 150,000 men of 
tho class last called out, and 75,000 men for each 
of tho previous classes, giving a total of 570,000 
men. Even this nmnlxtr is practically rc'duced, 
for as General Trochu said, in tho discussion, 
“ Jt is understood that wo are a . ked for five years, 
in order that four may bo takoii from us.” In 
fact, partly to clccronse tho severity of the emict- 
ment, and partly to reduce the charges on tho 
Treasury, tho men of tho 'first part of the class 
are sent home with indefinite leave of absence 
after having served for threes years, and for similar 
reasons the men of tho second division who might 
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legally be kept a year are only detained six mouths.. 
(Jonscquently, all deductions made, we keep up 
an active array of 495,000 men during six months, 
and only 420,000 men during the other six 
months. On a war footing the entire strength 
of the active army and of the reserve would amount 
to not less than 1,470,000 men drawn from nine 
clas.ses, which, added to the eleven classes of the 
teiTitorial army, and of th(* second reserve, would 
appear to represent 0,000,000 r)f fighting men, 
but many reductions would have to be made. It 
is not to be expected that more than eight classes 
could be placed in the field ; the vacancies oc- 
casioned by sickness and d(‘aths must be deducted, 
and the proportion of the.se vacancies increases 
rapidly, as earlier classes are calhsl out. This 
organi/ation, which dates from the close of 1872, 
and wliich the country has resolutely kept up 
for five years, secures us, wo are entitled to 
assert, a very formidable military foi’ce, both 
active and reserve. 

Jn the <lebato M. Keller maintained that the total 
number in each class did not I'each 800,000 men, 
and he (pioted years in which it had fallen much 
btslow those figures. An incident enlivened 
this necessarily dry discussion. M. Keller had 
just quoted the large figure of the class of 1868. 
“That,” he said, “does honour to the second 
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.^Republic.” During the laugh which followed, M. 
Grevy, who was in the chair, whispered a few 
wdrds to the speaker, and M. Keller resumed 
with a pleasant air, “ The President promises mo 
that the third shall bo equally successful.” This 
time the hihu*ity was general. Yet the remark 

. Jiad I’eallv a serious side, the debased morals which 

• • 

were int roduced by the Empire arc among the chief 
causes which have retarded the growth of the popu- 
lation. The ba<i years referred to by M . Keller, cor- 
respond to tlie 3 ’'ears of cholera, lainine, war. Wo 
shall not indeed have 5100,000 men in 1890 I in 
ordinaiy titnes that figure i.s always e.Kcoodcd. Only 
the half of a class is reckoned available, allowing for 
young men unfit for military service, from bodily 
infirmities, or insufficient height, those who are 
already enlisted and are included among the 
120,000 ])ermanent soldiers, and those who are 
exempted. Postponements in calling out men do 
not count as a diminution of the effective force, for 
their i-esult is the transfer of men from one class 
to another, so that the effect is ( pial. 

The question of exom])tions is, iti some sense, 
a corollary of the main question of the term of 
active service. The total number being deter- 
mined by what the budget will bear, this question 
reduces itself to a decision between reaching that 
number, by taking fewer soldiers from each class 

VOL. II. 0 
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for a longer term of years, or more soldiers for sf < 
shorter term. In other words, if the army is to cot}- 
sist under all circumstances of 500,000 men, not 
more than 1 00,000 men should be taken if they are 
kept five years, while if they are only kept three 
years 1 70,000 men should be taken. As a result, 
those who restrict the term of service, restrict, at 
the same time, the number of ex(;mptions. It is 
maintained that this is an advantage, since the 
action of the law is tlms I'endered more vigorous, 
more equitable and more in accordance with the 
principle from which it is derived. 

The five years’ term having ]u-evailed, the cases 
of exemptioii admitted by the Act are rather 
nuTuerous. (h;rtaiu relaxations which are not 
excm]itions but only facilities ai’o also introduced. 
All those departures from the rigour of the prin- 
ci])les of the act concern four classes of young 
rneu ; those upon Avhom families are depen- 
dent; those who in their profession render impor- 
tant services to tlu? State and cannot bo taken 
from their callings without injury to the public 
iutere.sts ; those intending to pursue the liberal 
professions ; and lastly, those operatives who could 
not bo at once removed from their workshops or 
])laces of business without serious inconvenience. 
The Assembly, in granting these modifications, 
yielded in the case of those who have to support 
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•famiUes, to the interests of humanity ; to tihe good 
o£ the State in the case of professors, minis- 
ters of religion of various (hmoiuinations, and 
students of theology ; and finally, in the case of 
aspirants to liberal j)rofessions, maniifactnrers, 
foremen, traders, to a desire to avoid rondei’ing the 
•acl.odions, and to the very pressing necessity of 
not injuring national education aiul labour. It was 
well said, that in or«lor to make an arm}’^ wo must 
not unmake the nation. 

Those who support families, professors, ami 
stndonfsof theology, arc the only cla.sses to whom 
e.xemptions, properly so calk'd, are gra)it(>d ; the 
others receive either postponements of their .siim- 
mons, which may be renewed from year to yc'ar 
till the age of twenty-four years, or k‘avo to enlist 
themselves for one year voluntarily before the 
class to which they belong is called out. 

These regulations, which were umpieslionably 
sevt'ro, have been keenly criticized. 

The vear of voluntary service eo!.''itutes a r('al 
favour, since the enlisted volunte'ei’ escapes the 
drawing by lot, and the chance of remaining five 
years in the service. This favour is not given 
arbitrarily, it must be won ami indeed paid for. 
The objects of it produce a diploma or a certificate 
that they have finished their studios ; they pass an 
examinatkin, equip themselves at their own expense, 

. (j 2 
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and pass an entire year in a regiment. At the 
expiration of their year of service they undergo 
another examination, and may be retained in the 
corps for a second year, at the discretion of the 
colonel, if they do not pass ; or even, in very grave 
cases, placed by order of the Minister among those 
in the first category of the effective force, and' 
consequently liable to the five years’ term of 
service. 

It was objected that military service was 
thereby transformed into a penalty, which might 
have to be und(!rgono. The Assembly turned a deaf 
ear to these complaints. Not only the volunteers 
for one year, but also the young soldiers, who, 
having di'awn good nuinbc'rs, have but one year 
of service, must ])ass an examination before their 
discharge, and if they aix? bad soldiers, or have 
not learned to read and write, they are kept with 
the regiment. 

Par from blaming this regulation (Clause 41), 
w'O think it does great honour to the act of 27th 
July, 1872. It must be taken together with Clause 
09, which is as follows : “ Young men called out to 
join the tirmy under the j)resent act receive in 
their regiments and according to their rank the 
insti'uction prescribed by the Minister of War, 
in addition to the training necessary for the 


service. 
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Thus these young men receive instruction ; and if 
a£ the end of one year tlioy bavo not learned to read 
and ■write, they are kept with the corps for a 
second year. Tliis is compulsory education, 
■written for the second time upon the French statute 
^book, it having been oi’iginally adopted in the 
act* of 1841, regulating the employ mont of chil- 
dren in factories. It is invariably rejected when 
presented in its proper form ; it has always 
found acceptance ■when presented as an inci- 
dental feature of a military or an industrial 
enactment. 

This idea of making the army one groat school 
recurred again and again duiing tlio debate. M. 
d’Audiiffct Pasrpxier, speaking of the army recrxxit- 
ing bill, long before it was brought in, staff d 
that military service would bo made compulsory, 
and that the army would become a school at 
once of authority and of equality. This idea 
is botli elevated and ju.si. Our sons, called 
together under our flag to perform duties in 
common and meet common perils, ought to 
learn to estimate one .another at their several 
worth, independently of all social prejudices or 
conventionalities, and to owe .submission only to 
the natural superiority conferred by age, talents, 
or service ; they ought also during their term of 
service to acquire instruction, or to perfect that 
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whicli they have received. Two things are needful,* 
tliafc tlio ai'iny contribute to the s])read of cdijea- 
tiou, and that ediication contribute to the improve- 
ment of our army. 

No c-ntirely illiterate man is likely to make a 
good soldier. “ Ilow can we leach our recruits,” 
said (joneral (Juillemaut, “ to nmlerstand, compare 
and measure distances, and managi! their arms 
rightly, if one fuurtli of them do not know how to 
read or write, and the other three-fourths hardly 
know what a kilomet(T is ? Jlow can we train our 
cavalry td recotinoilre acciii‘at<>ly, if half the men 
are incapable (»f readiiig a map, or noting tho 
roads, bridges, railways, valleys, or mountains ? ” 
And it miglit alsf) be a^ked, how can pati-iotisni, 
honour, dut}', be h'arned by half-civilized men ? 
General '.rroehu .said, and very wi.sely, ” To make 
an army, we must remake the natimi.” General 
Jiadmirault also remarked, “ The Prussian system 
has succi'eded, because there were in the spirit and 
in the life of the nation tho ])rinci])les and base,s 
of education, by which alone noble sentiments are 
developed. For this reason wo say, that the ques- 
tion is less that of the number of months or years 
during which our young men shall be kept iii 
tho service, than that of the education, and tho 
mind of the nation. 

Prussia understood all this thoroughly after 
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‘Jeni^k! Stein reorganized the administration, Slmrn- 
herst reorganized tlio army, Humboldt reorga- 
nized the system of teacliing, and Fichte the 
philosopher went through the various towns and 
provinces, waking tip honour and patriotism 
by his glowing orations, but above all pi'oaching a 
’ftfiirm in the education of the nation. In 1872 
wo set (mrselves to follow in the footsteps of 
Sharnhorst : we ought also to have imitated 
Humboldt and Fichte. Austrian patriots said 
to IM. .lilies Simon when ho travelled through 
Austria atler Sadowa, “It is tlio schbolniastcr 
who has beaten us.” 

Xo man insisted more strongly than lloneral 
Trochu on the necessity of instruction in the 
army, and by the army. “ Xotliing is being 
done in this direction,” said be. “ Everything yon 
arc asking for is being done,” was tlie reply o’' 
(hmeral de Cis.sey and M. Thiir.s. The discussion 
was brisk and warm; it is to l)o found in tlio 
report of the sitting of .Juno Oth. 

iSrneral Trorhn. “ With ti. ■ exception of tlie 
ordinary daily fatigue parties, and of certain 
baiTack duties for which small bodies of men 
can be detailed, no occupation is pursued in 
common except military drill. 

“ Of those exercLses which ought to take 
place every day, and into which it is so easy 
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to introduce emulation, such as gymnastics for* 
which no apparatus is requisite, races, wrestling, 
leapii)g-m<atches, there are, generally speaking 
none. 

General de Oisney. “ Yes, there are.” 

General Trochn. “ The construction of earth- 
works, which would teach every soldier to handle 
the pick and the shovel, and render it possible 
for our infantry to throw up entrenchments 
quickly in time of war, is not practised.” 

Gemral do Clttsnj. " Yes, it is.” 

General. Trochn. “ If the officers held meetings, 
at which the men would bo instructed in their 
duty to their country, their dulics towards them- 
selves, and the greatness of their mission. . . .” 

General do Cifiseii. “I beg your pardon, such 
meetings are held every day.” 

General Trochn. “ ISIcetings in which tho men 
might bo told the history of their own regi- 
ments, tho feats of war in which they have borne 
a part, and gained distinction, with the names 
which ought to be traditions; — these are never 
thought of. 

“ At Grenoble I found that in the thirty-sixth 
of tho line, commanded by Colonel, now General 
Champion, almost all the men could read. My 
astonishment was great. I inquired, how so 
many men had been taught to read at once. 
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*^Well, it was by the methods which I am con- 
stajitly urging ; by work, and by emulation intro- 
duced into that work.’ 

“ The colonel conceived the idea of appointing 
each man among his soldiers who could read, 
monitor, and teacher of reading, to one or two 
niiterato soldiers. The lessons were given in the 
barrack-rooms, the men sitting on their beds, tho 
monitor wdth his pupils round him ; each monitor 
teaching in any manner which suggested itself to 
his mind. 

“I have seen this regimental school for mutual 
instruction at work.” 

General do Cissei/. “ This is now done daily in 
every regiment. 

M. Thiera. “ Everywhere ! Wo have tho re])orts 
from the colonels.” 

General Trochu spoke of the army which i o 
had known, M. Thiers and General Cissoy of the 
army which they had just made. 

M. Thiers, in tho sitting of the 12th Juno, dwelt 
upon the results which had i eu obtained, and if 
anything can compensate us for keeping a force 
of 400,000 men under arms in time of peace, 
and for tho gi’eater misfortune that 75,000 men 
in the flower of their youth are annually with- 
drawn for five years from agi'iculturo and industry, 
these details will do so. 
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M. Tliirrs. “ Are our regiments at the present 
day the most edifying portion of our populatiqnr? 
No, no, they do not deserve to be so spoken of here, 
but they are admirable schools. Are you aware 
of vvrliat is occurring at the present day, thanks to 
tlio energy of our officers and sub-officers ? After 
four or live months every class which is embodied * 
is able to read and write, and ils members have all 
be(ai tauglit in the regiment. This has been now 
done f(.)r fifteen months. Somt' of tla; colonels 
write to mo, ‘ Out of all the men who have spent 
four or live months in ruy regiment tluTC is not 
0110 unable to read ’ of >«aiis- 

fnrtion). 

“ Further, our officers arc paying attention to 
their own instruction. This is the one thing 
which occupies them, utid I have reci'utly I’cceived 
a tetter fi'om one of our coloru'ls, coiitaiuing these 
uoble words : — 

“ ‘ It is no longer the fever of advancement 
that consumes us, it is the fever of rehabilitation.’ 

“And be means by rehabilitation notliing foolish, 
but the grand aim of restoring to France the rank 
w'hich she formerly held, and from which it is 
now souglit to depose her, owing to misfortunes, 
which will, however, I trust, prove to bo but 
temporary.” 

What had been for fifteen months done by order 
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Tliiers and General de Cissoy was for the 
futjire to be carried on under legal sanction, 
section 41 and section C9 imposing upon com- 
manding officers the duty of instinicting their 
men, and furnishing tho men with substantial 
motives for accpiii’ing instruction. Yet those 
* fWa clauses are not enough. They do not 
punish iudolenco on tho part of tho men, or negli- 
gence on that of their superiors with sufficient 
severity. They leave too much to be settled by 
regulations and oQicial letters. 

It is perfectly true that it is impossible to 
provide for everything in an Act of Parliament; 
but in France wo are too much afraid of enter- 
ing into details; the j)ractico in Germany and 
England is different, and it leads to good results. 
If tho Wini.stor of AYar and his officitils fall into 
a dull routine, tho bright flame lighted in 1872 
must go out. rerseveranco is of all virtues tho 
most di/licult to practi.so; it dot>s not gr) .alone, 
and the law ought to guard against backsliding. 
Almost all the young soldiers have been labourers 
in tho workshojj or tho field before joining their 
regiments; fortunately for themselves, they are 
accustomed to work ten hour.s a day, and only 
to rest on the Sunday. I’liis habit they should 
not be allowed to lose. If they go tired to their 
beds every night, they will not want to stay 
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out.. It is idleness which is hard and destructive,' 
not occupation. They will soon come to take a 
pride in their own progress ; and will but like the 
regiment and regimental life the better if their 
time is fully occupied by useful work. The 
superiority of the sailor in war is owing to his 
hard work on ship-board ; the responsibility 
which falls on each separate man, and the con- 
stant presence of danger. The act contains only 
two educational clauses, — an entire code was 
required. 

A closer connexion between their military 
instruction and the men’s previous education 
was also rcHpiirod ; of the primary school, the 
school for adults, and the reginiontal school, 
should have been made one well-organized whole. 
IFndei* the Jllinpiro one part of the opposition 
proposed to diminish the term of .active military 
seiwicc', by constituting reserves, kept up to the 
mai'k by frequent I’cviews, and by repeated drills 
during the year. The motive of this party was 
doubtless to I’ouder Frauce invincible at home, 
while removing from the Government both the 
means and the temptation of beginning an 
offensive war. The members of it felt themselves 
in the hands of adventurers who were at once 
imprudent and incompetent, and, while they 
did not foresee the invasion, and the disasters 
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4hat^ accompanied and followed it, tlioy dreaded 
fnom hour to hour that France would embark in 
some ill-fated enterprise : even if the war were to 
be successful they w'ould have none of it. A 
peace, a long peace, was their ideal, their passion. 
They said, and said rightly, that children can loam 
• drill more easily than gi'own men, atid will take 
more pleastiro in it, and if the institution of cadet 
schools were borrowed from Switzerland and 
extended, every Frenchman might at twenty have 
learned without loss of time, and so thoroughly 
as never to forget them, what is taught him in 
the regiment botw’oen twenty and twenty-five, 
at the cost of so much sacrifice of money, 
of hands lost to agriculture and manufactures, 
and of a very undesirable postponement of 
marriage. It w'as objected to them then, as i' 
was objected afterwards in the discussion of 1872, 
to the advocates of a three years’ term, that drill 
is not everything ; that it takes little time to 
learn ; but that on the oth(‘i‘ band it requires a 
long time for a soldier to aciji'iro the supremely 
nece.ssary habit of respect for discipline, and 
contempt of danger. The answer was, however 
ready, that even these may be more thoroughly 
learnt, and will take a firmer hold if apprentice- 
ship to them begins early. The first Empire had 
received certain colleges which were monasteries. 



94 


TilE flOVEBXMENT OP M, THIEBS. 


or as Monseigiiour Dupanloup would have said' 
minor seminaries, and had made barracks of them. 
“ This is all very good,” said M. Tliiers, “ and 
very serviceable for public schools {Li/cfics), there 
the mind takes fire quickly, Init in those schools 
you liavc only a very small section of the 
population.” (Debate of Hth June.) A legis- 
lator, who is not a theojnst, can answer easily. 
What need hindt;r him, if he throw himscilf into 
the matter, from making primary instruction 
conjpulsory, and m.aking military drill compulsory 
i7i all j)rimary schools ? AVhat prevents his im- 
posing on adults from fifteen to twenty one hour’s 
.schooliiig, and one hour's drill on alternate days? 
In exchange, two out of the five years which arc 
now taken from the most hajjpy and tlu' most 
vigorous period of life might be given up. AVould 
Tiot this bo less oppjvssive ? And would not an 
uninterrupted and continuous education of this 
sort, at an ago when luibits so easily become 
second nature, be of more value to their military 
training and to their entire career as citizens? 
We in Fnince mock at this, for of all people 
we are the most unwilling to accept innovations 
(not revolutions). In England all the cliildren 
leai’n their drill to the sound of the fife and drum, 
and the children in the ragged schools can go 
through their drill like guardsmen. 
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^ This Assembly of 1871 , though it occupied itself 
nmch about education, efft'cted nothing that "waa 
decisive and salutary. We give it due credit for 
sections 41 and (59 in the Recniiling Act, and 
sections 8 and 9 in the act of the 19th May, 1874, 
regulating the euiployment of clxildron in fac- 
•t»rigs, and, for the increase of salaries of persons 
engaged in primary education. But Ixyoiul this 
w'hat did it do r Its only care was to ojiposo tho 
University for tho adv'antage of the Clergy. Tho 
act establishing the Council of Public Instruction, 
and that on the Liberty of Supeirior lustruotion 
have no other character. The first duty of tho 
Assembly was to render primary instruction com- 
pulsory. The ])ublications, and one may almost bo 
allowed to say, tho sermons, of M. Jules Simon 
had made the principle of compulsory educaliim 
jiopular with tho w'holo Republican jiarty, and 
the bold and pei’.sovering exertions of M. Duruy, 
when minister, had nearly w'on over tho official 
world to his views at tho end a ' tho Emjiire. A 
proposal which M. Jules Simon iiad brought for- 
ward at the beginning of 1H70, was being exa- 
mined by a commission of tho (Jorps Ijegislatif, 
and had a veiy good chance of jiassing into law 
at the very time when tho elections took place. 
After our troubles these reforms seemed more than 
ever essential. In the speeches delivered during 
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the debate on tlie Army Rocniiting Act, evcr^ 
speaker, no matter of what party, repeats 
these maxims : “ Education to be reformed by 
the army, the army to be reformed by education.” 
The Minister of Public Instruction brought in, on 
the 15th December, 1871, a carefully prepared and 
very complete bill. M. Guizot, who, after Ipng 
opposition iind long hesitation, had adhered to the 
principle of compulsory education, said to him, 
“ The only fault I can find with your bill is that 
it is too perfect.” This speech must not be taken 
litoi’ally. M. Guizot considered that the ponal- 
ti('S were too heavy : ho thought this severity 
would be employed as an argument against the 
principle from Avhich it was derived, and that 
the SUCCC.SS of the bill would be all the more diffi- 
cult. M. Jules iSinion had considered it essential 
to include all requisite regulations, and provide for 
every contingency, so that the bill, if once passed, 
should run no risk of becoming a dead letter. Ho 
had not forgotten the educational requirements 
included in the act of 1841, and so imperfectly 
carried out. In bringing his bill before the 
Chamber, ho stated that the number of children 
who could not read and write, far exceeded half a 
million. ” Consequently,” said he, “ France falls 
behind Prussia, Scotland, Switzerland, Holland, 
and the majority of the German States, in the 
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4Q^ree to whiob the people possess the first ele- 
zqents of education.” 

Education has long been compulsory in Prussia. 
It is so in most of the States of Germany, in 
Switzerland, in Portugal, in Spain, in Oeumark, 
in Norway. It]ias become compulsory in England, 
> Uut^ in a form peculiar to the laws of that 
country, by tlie passing of Mr. Forstci*’s Act. 
Yet the majority of the Assembly received the 
proposal to make it compul.sory in France with a 
sort of indignation. The Minister was insulted 
by a member of the Right. Tl»o Commission 
appointed was hostile to the bill. Thirteen 
members out of fifteen belonged to the party of 
reaction. These were MM. Dupanloup, de Corcollcs, 
Desbassayns de Delpit, de Richeinonte, de Meaux, 
Gaslonde, Ernoul, do Ress^grner, Delpit, Abbi; 
Jaffrd, Tailhaud, de Lacombe, Keller, and du 
Ciimont. The Left could only carry MM. Ricard 
and Carnot. The [>rinciplo was thus absolutely 
and irremediably condemned, by the mere choice 
of the Commission, of which Mgr. Dupanloup 
was elected chairman and M. Ernoul reporter. 
It at once began business, and understanding 
thoroughly the importsincc of its task, devoted 
a very considerable number of sittings, not to 
an examination of the bill, for it was fully 
understood and thorouglily agreed that it did 
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not deserve the honour of being discussed, but ti- 
the preparation of a now scheme. The report 
of M. Emoul was ready at the end of seven 
months. It was brought in at the sitting of the 
3rd July, 3872. 

The Government had not proposed absolutely 
gratuitous education ; that was no time to increase 
our expenditure. Here, by way of parenthesis, it 
may be observed that when the minister wanted 
the most trifling increase in the estimates for 
public instruction, ho had to fight a regular 
battle in the Council. The army of occupation, 
the daily expenses of which had to be paid, and 
payments of all kinds for contracts, damages, 
war contributions, and arrears on the loan, w'ere 
heavy burdens. M. Ernoul stated the case very 
cleai’ly, at the outset of his report. “ The 
Minister of Public Instruction, faithful to the 
principles which ho had advocated when in 
opposition, asked you to folloAv the example of 
our conquerors and, renouncing the idea of 
making education absolutely gratuitous, which ho 
admits would bo impossible in the present over- 
burdened state of our finances, he yet calls for 
severe penalties upon such fathers of families as 
have not secured the benefit of primary education 
for their children.” 

M. Ernoul devoted a great portion of his report 
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nbo Qpposing compulsory education. He main* 
taiped that to make education compulsory 
was to abolish liberty, and even to abolish 
the family, since the rights of the State were 
substituted for those of the father in the dearest 
and most sacred of his fimctions. Not only did 
* theabill attack the family and liberty, it contem- 
plated nothing short of the suppression of religion, 
for which would be substituted the civil power, 
which would take possession of the minds of our 
children, and thus make itself sole master of 
the human conscience. Finally M. Emoul de- 
clared himself unable to understand on what ground 
the family could be compelled to boar the expense 
of the school. Compulsory gratuitous and secular 
education form one whole, and it is empty phrase- 
making to attempt to sot up the one 'without 
its inevitable concomitants. This argument, 
which, in additiom to other defects, took no 
count of the provisions of the bill, was ably 
presented. All the prejudices of the Right were 
conciliated by it, and they considered, not 
without reason, that in opposing compulsory 
education they wore opposing the Republic 
itself. 

M. Jules Simon was not anxious to push forward 
the discussion of a bill which was no longer his, 
but that of MM. Ernoul, Dupanlonp, de Meaux, de 
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Cumont, and their colleagues. Any act on primftpy 
instruction passed by the Assembly of 1871, co^d 
not fail to run counter to those ideas and prin- 
ciples which he had advocated and defended for 
more than thirty years. He had introduced his 
bill with the expectation of its remaining an im- 
portant document among the annals of edroa- 
tion, and in the hope that, witli time, some modifi- 
cation in the composition of the Assembly would 
be brought about. On that ill-fated date, the 24th 
May, the bill, which had been introduced eighteen 
months before, and the report, which had been 
brought up more than a year before, had not 
been publicly discussed. The question, however, 
had never been entii’ely dropped, for it was felt on 
both sides of the house, that it was above all others 
a vital questioTi. 

On all the benches of the majority the rights of 
the head of a family were made a ground of ob- 
jection ; they were but a shallow pretext, which 
disguised a far different motive. 

The rights of the head of a family are not 
infringed by doing his children the incalculable 
benefit of securing them an education. 

The greater number of those children whose 
intelligence has not been cultivated have no family, 
veiy many of them no father. The father, when 
, there is one, that father, respect for whose rights 
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^ to, occasion the rejection of compulsory educa- 
tion, is^e urho takes no care of his child, permits 
him to run wild, or to beg, or who keeps him at work 
through days of eight or ten hours in length, at a 
period when such application to work is equally 
destructive to the body and the mind. This is what 
14ei% hidden under the fine-sounding name of the 
Father of the Family. Ought we, out of respect 
to fathers such as tlus, to hesitate longer in fol- 
lowing the example of the majority of European 
States, and enforcing by the sanction of a penalty, 
that which is recognized as a duty in section 203 
of the Civil Code, namely, the training up and 
instruction of children ? 

To whom does Society owe a duty? Towards 
the father who neglects or trades in his child, or 
towards the child whom the indifference or grt.'< d 
of the father would condemn to physical deteriora- 
tion and intellectual misery ? Towards the child 
undoubtedly, therefore its education must bo 
made compulsory. If a fatiiv r abandons his child 
to chance, or compels him to manual labour 
throughout the day, without the smallest concern 
for his mind, is he not wronging others as well as 
his child ? Is he not turning out into society a 
pariah — an enemy? Is ho not sending an in- 
competent voter to the ballot-box P If so, educa- 
tion must be made compulsory. The State must 
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interfere in the name of abstract justice, a .step' 
due to the interests of the child, of civiliaijtion^ «f 
our counti^\ It is not a father of a family nor a 
guardian who stands before it, but a culprit, a bad 
citizen, a bad father. Society, the basis of which 
is property, enforces taxation, and enforces military 
service ; shall not education be equally enforced*? 
A citizen has four duties: to instruct himself, 
which is the first and most essential, to pay, to 
vote, to fight; school, taxation, the ballot-box, 
military service in defence of th(‘ country. Only 
those nations among whom these four duties are 
thoroughly organized, and thoroughly carried out, 
arc free peoples. 

This invocation of pinternal rights was a 
mere pretence. The Assembly did not even 
give a thought to those assumed rights, when 
in 1874, it passed section 8 and section 25 
of the act regulating the employment of chil- 
dren in factories. The act of 1841 had al- 
ready decreed (sect. 5) that children up to the 
age of twelve, if working in a factory, should 
receive elementary instruction. M. Renouard, the 
i’eporter, advanced the same reasons in support of 
this as have just been given in support of com- 
pulsorj’ education, but the share of the employer 
in carrying out obligatory schooling had not 
then been fixed ; there were no penalties ; the in- 
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Ipeotion established by clause 10 was a deception. 
Saye in certain industrial centres, such as 
Mi^auseu, where men like Jean Dolfus and 
Koechlin were devoting themselves zealously to 
primary education, the law fell out of use. In the 
apprenticeship act of 1801, the duty of school 
iaBU*uction was again mentioned ; this time there 
w'as another misfortune ; clause 10 binds employers 
to leave the children free during certain hours, to 
admit of their going to school if tliey are so dis- 
posed. The act of 1874 is more precise and much 
more imperative. “ Attendance at school must 
be certified by means of a certificate drawn up 
by the teacher, and forwarded c.'ich week to the 
employer.” For the first time inspection is 
regularly organized. Penalties are fixed by 
section 25. The report of the Commission says 
in so many words that it is desirable to incKiuse 
both the powers and the responsibility of the 
employer in the matter of attendance at school. 
This act is one of those Avhieh most redound to 
the honour of the Assembly. But in this contra- 
diction between armngements, prudent and truly 
liberal, however restrictive in appearance, in the 
Employment of Children Act, and the dead 
weight with which for five years the elementary 
education bill was opposed, is there not something 
significant ? The moment a child enters a work- 
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shop, it is just, reasonable, and necessary 
compel him to learn to read ; but if he does net 
work, if he earns no wages, the freedom of igno- 
rance is protected with pious care, and by a 
strange misuse of language this is described as 
respecting paternal rights ! And how about 
orphans, foundlings, forsaken children; are paternal 
rights respected in their case also ? The truth 
which must be, should be recognized in spite of 
all pretences, is, that if the Assembly could have 
passed an act placing all schools in the hands 
of the religions orders, it ■would at once have 
consented to make education compulsory. 

M. Jules Simon’s bill had revived all the 
clanmur about “ Schools of pestilence.” Neither 
the state of onr public schools nor the text of the 
bill, nor the torm.s of his statement, justified 
these expressions of alarm. No doctrine, no 
book, no teacher was insisted tipon. ** The child 
shall bo taught,” said the preamble, “ but how 
and where he is to be taught may be decided at 
jJeasuro. Let him only gain knowledge and the 
object of the law is secured with that of Society 
and of Nature. The country opens a school in 
the neighbourhood of a child ; if he attends that 
school he will be received, if not, he will certainly 
not be constrained to do so. But the countiy 
insists upon kno^dug what his future is to be ; 
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Imd jDUSt be satisfied that the rights of the minor 
ar^ not overlooked, that his fscultieff are not 
allowed to be idle, but that be is prepared for the 
battle of life and for the duties of a citizen. 
When, on the one hand conscientious scruples 
stand in the way of attendance at the public 
sehcol, and on the other, the family is too poor to 
pay a teacher, and too ignorant to do without 
one, the State punishes no one. In such a case 
it alone is at fault. In this manner a respect for 
liberty of conscience is reconciled with respect 
for human intelligence.” In spite of those ex- 
planations, which certainly were not wanting in 
liberality, secular instruction, it was constantly 
asserted, was hidden behind compulsory edu- 
cation, and the proscription of religions educa- 
tion behind that. Catholics, oven when they 
are liberal, cannot abandon the habit of cuji- 
sidering their clergy in the light of a jmblio 
authority intended to maintain a good under- 
standing with the secular power, as its ally 
and its neighbour, but in i.o sense to bo under 
its control. Their liberalism consists in not 
demanding the subordination of the State. The 
bill gave great prominence to State influence in 
primary schools, and that was quite sufiicient to 
render it suspect. This hidden conviction of 
the Catholic party has in an indirect way defeated 
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compulsory education, to the great damage of oui^ 
country. ^ • 

The same spirit of hostility towards secular 
instruction breaks out in the debate on the bill 
for a Governing Council of Public Instruction. 
The bill on this occasion emanated from a 
parliamentary source. It was signed by the Due 
do Broglie, M. Wallon, and a few deputies of the 
Right. It was at first said that the only question 
was a return to the act of 15th March, 1850. 
According to this act of 1850, the Governing 
Council was almost exclusively constituted of 
elective members ; the decree of 9th March, 
1852, had abolished election in favour of the 
central power ; the proposal was to re-establish 
election. Nothing could, in appearance, be more 
liberal or more simple; but when the matter 
came to be looked into, it was seen to bo neither 
liberal nor simple ; first, because the act of 1850, 
though passed with the assistance of M. Thiers, 
was not sufficiently liberal ; and secondly, because 
instead of simply restoring, the intention was 
to increase it. 

The act of 1850 was described with much 
severity by M. Barth^lemy Saint Hilaire in an 
admirable little volume, which forms a portion of 
the annotated collection of laws. This enact- 
ment may at the present day be estimated with im- 
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|>artii 9 lity. It has the double defect that it ap- 
peylts a Council in which members of the Univer- 
sily, and men of capacity, are in a veiy small 
minority, to sit as judges upon members of the 
University accused of professional misconduct, 
and as umpires in the most intricate questions re- 
‘ l^ire to education ; only eight out of the twenty- 
seven members constituting this Council being 
University men. 

The disadvantages of such an arrangement 
are to a certain extent counterbalanced by the 
provision of the act of 1850, that these eight 
members of the University, nominated for life by 
the minister, form a Permanent Section to which 
the preliminaries of business are entrusted, and 
which can exert a preponderating influence by 
its origin, its competence, and its permanence. 

But all this was altered by the Commission. 
The members of the Permanent Section, in- 
stead of being nominated, as formerly, by the 
Government, were to be elected every two years 
by the Council. The aim of this alteration is 
obvious. Under the system of 1 850 the members 
of the Permanent Section wore the allies of the 
Minister against the Oouncil. In the scheme 
devised by the Committee, they became allies of 
the majority against the Minister. The Due 
de Broglie, as reporter, carefully and in those 
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very words, defined the consequences thi 
one and the other system. Now, the im- 
portance of the Permanent Section which, under 
the system of 1850 had been considerable, 
would be increased, if instead o£ being nominated 
by Goveriaia^suc, the members of the section 
« their seats to election. Supposing there * 
should be a majority in Council hostile to 
the University, that majority would place men 
animated by its own spirit, and imbued with 
its own prejudices in the Permanent Section, 
and the University would find itself delivered 
over to its adversaries. 

The Composition of the Governing Council, such 
as the Commission proposed it should be, led 
the Due do Broglie to ho})e, the Minister and the 
University to fear, such a result. The Govern- 
ment nominated seven members who were to be 
men engaged in public instruction. It was fi'eo 
to choose some of them from among the professors 
of the College of France and the professors of 
the Museum of Natural History, which do not 
belong to the University. The four faculties of 
law, medicine, science, and letters, each elected 
one member ; the College of France also elected 
one. This gave twelve members belonging, if 
not to the University strictly so called, at least 
to public instruction. 
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* The Governing Council, on the plan of the 
Geyunission, also included the following : — 

Four members elected by the National Assem- 
bly by means of voting-papers (scrutin die lists) 
and who might be members of that body. 

Two members of the Council of State. 

•One member of the army, and one of tho navy, 
elected by the national Assembly. 

Four archbishops or bishops, elected by their 
colleagues. 

A delegate from the Reformed church, elected 
by the consistories. 

A delegate from the church holding the Augsburg 
Confession, elected by the consistories. 

A member of the central Israelitish consistory, 
elected by his colleagues. 

Two members of tho Court of Appeal {Clour 
de Cassation), elected by their colleagues. 

Three members of the Institute, elected by a 
general meeting of tho Institute. 

A member of the Supreme Council of Arts and 
Manufactures, elected by his colleagues. 

A member of the Supreme Council of Commerce, 
elected by his colleagues. 

A member of the Supreme Council of Agriculture, 
elected by his colleagues. 

Three members of the independent scholastic 
profession, elected by the Council. 
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These three members being elected bj thS 
majority before proceeding to the election of ^he 
Permanent Section, would act as a formidable 
reinforcement, and would place that election abso- 
lutely in its power. Nor was it difficult to foresee 
to which party the majority itself would belong ; 
for the Council was to include six members chosen * 
by the Assembly, two Councillors of State, four 
Archbishops, two members of the Court of Appeal, 
&c. &c. 

The Minister, obliged to carry on a contest in 
an Assembly openly hostile to the spirit of 
the University, resolved to concentrate his action 
upon two points only : the election of a certain 
number of members by the Assembly, and the 
election of the Permanent Section by the Coun- 
cil. It was a difficult task in the face of so largo 
a majority and with a commission with the Due de 
Broglie for its ruling sjiirit. lie was, however, 
successful. The Assembly renounced with a good 
grace making the elections which it had reserved 
for itself, but, on the other hand it was only 
afk'i- a prolonged struggle that the suppression 
of the Permanent Section was obtained. 

At first, in the course of the second debate, the 
Minister requested the Chamber to retain the 
Permanent Section, but to leave its nomination 
with the Government : and after a discussion 
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which the Dac de Broglie and M. Jules Simon 
spoke, an aflSrmative vote was given. 
This upset the whole system of the Com- 
mission, and might bo regarded as an im- 
portant victory for the University and the Go- 
vernment. 

•^om that moment the Commission ceased to 
consider the Permanent Section of the Council of 
importance. The Minister had never done so. A 
careful examination of the individuals from among 
whom his choice w'ould have had to bo made 
had convinced him that he cmdd not form 
a Permanent Section which would bo favourable 
to compulsory elementary education, to the 
reform of secondary education, and to confer- 
ring degrees by the faculties of the State. 
Ho therefore resorted to tlie expedient of pro- 
posing, as a substitute for the Permanent Section, 
a Committee of Advice, which might act as 
the private council of the Minister, and the 
disciplinary council of the scholastic body. The 
act was finally passed witli luese provisions. 
The creation of this new Committee of Advice, 
which w'as carried into effect by a decree dated 
25th March, 1873, remedied some defects of 
the act. It has already proved of groat ser- 
vice; and no doubt it will prove even more 
useful in the course of time. 
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Notwithstanding the appointment <jff the Com* 
mittee of Advice, there are some members of 
University who still regret the Permanent Section. 
Their view, and it is a correct one, is that the 
members of a Permanent Section would have had 
more authority to resist a Minister. It is true 
that to the strength lent by the security. <of 
their position, and their personal distinction, — for 
clearly they could only bo selected from the elite 
of the scholastic body, — would be added that 
derived from their union with some of the 
greatest persons in the State in a body invested 
with a directing and controlling superintendence 
over most of the acta of the administration. 
But this authority, which the University had 
already experienced, and which went so far as to 
anniliilate that of the Minister, is precisely that 
which determined the Government in 1873 to 
prefer the Committee of Advice to the Permanent 
Section. It is neither a wise, nor truly liberal 
policy, thus to put the Minister under the authority 
of an oligarchical council, which becomes the 
irresponsible master of all the patronage and 
privileges of the University; the Committee of 
Advice, which is necessarily consulted, but not 
necessarily obeyed, is more likely to reconcile 
respect for established rights with the possibility 
of Informs, and the tutelary principle of ministerial 
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lesponsibilitj. The Governing Gounoil, such as 
tt*i|ow is, acts as a sufficient curb on the rashness of 
. a Minister who might look askance at Latin verse, 
the Delectus, and Literal Translation, and it was 
well not to go the whole length of abolishing the 
apparent and responsible head of the educational 
* department, by imposing upon him councillors 
whose independence would be absolute, and who, 
among other interests of which they would be the 
trustees, would naturally guard the interests of 
routine with pious care. 

Of the act as it emerged from the debate it may 
be said that, without being good, it is very 
nearly harmless. It is the best that could be 
expected from such a Chamber, constituting, as it 
does, an undeniable ad\’ance on the legal decree of 
1852, the first article of which runs as follows : — 
“ The President of the Republic, at the suggestion 
of the Minister, appoints and revokes the members 
of the Governing Council.” The report of the 
Committee, if adopted without amendment, would 
certainly not have proved nearly so inoffensive as 
the act. When it was published, and during the 
debate, it was accused of being “ clerical.” This 
was not the case, or at least not directly, not openly 
so ; it was levelled against the University : that 
was its distinct feature. Those who drew it up 
might conscientiously believe that they were safe* 

VOL. II. T 
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guarding the rights of liberty, of consoieuce^ and*^ 
of science ; of liberty, for thirty-two out of tHe 
thirty -nine members are chosen by election; of ■ 
conscience, for in the Council there are four 
bishops and three representatives of dissenting 
religions ; of science, for all the members who are 
called to form part of it, belong to the foremoSt 
ranks of the most liberal professions. 

It is evident that for the discussion of the 
various courses of study to be pursued, it is ad- 
visable that the Council should contain representa- 
tives of the different creeds, of the army, the navy, 
the law, of oomtuerce and manufactures. But to 
call them in such numbers as to put the profes- 
sional members of the Council in a minority, was 
a blunder. Nor was it wise to confer upon a 
Council so constituted, judicial attributes which 
would subject a numerous body of functionaries 
to the judgment and decision not only of 
mere ‘ strangers, but of competitors and actual 
enemies. 

Besides the suppression of the Permanent Section 
and of tlie four members appointed by the As- 
sembly, the bill during the debate underwent 
some interesting modifications. The appointment 
of the member for the army and the member for 
the navy was taken from the Assembly, and given 
t<^ competent ministers, upon consultation with 
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tke*Superior Military Council for the former, and 
^th the Admiralty for the latter. The Councillors 
of the Court of Appeal were reduced to two, with- 
out any very appreciable motive. On the other 
hand, the number of the members of the Institute 
was increased from throe to five. 

* The law enacts that “ Five members of the 
Institute are elected by the General Assembly, 
and chosen from each of the five classes.” This 
is a sensible improvement. The number of com- 
petent men is increased. For besides being taken 
from each chiss, they are chosen for their merit ; 
had they been elected without academic distinction, 
it would have been for their opinions. 

To the five members of tlio Institute was added 
a member of the Academy of Medicine, a very 
good mldition to an educational council. Tliu 
number of members of free instruction was in- 
creased to four. All councillors are appointed or 
elected for a term of six years, and are indefinitely 
re-eligible. 

During the debate an incident occurred which 
deserves notice. When M. Jules Simon asked the 
Assembly to forego the right attributed to it by 
the Commission, of itself nominating by voting- 
papers several members of the Governing Council, 
he did so on the ground that it was important not 
to introduce politics into questions of education. 

1 2 
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The Commission consented to the suppression of 
this right from a wholly opposite motive. 

** The Council,” said M. de Broglie, “ will count 
among its members three Councillors of State, who 
having been appointed Councillors of State by the 
Assembly, will represent its tendencies in the 
Governing Council.” " 

Words truly curious and instructive ! They are 
no longer, however, in accordance with facts, since 
the Councillors of State are now appointed by the 
Government ; but they were true enough then, at 
a time when M. de Broglie considered the Coun- 
cillors of State as the direct representatives of the 
tendency of the Assembly ; it was this tendency 
which he laboured to introduce into the Council. 
In addition to three Councillors of State, the 
majority of the Assembly could still reckon upon 
the members for free instruction, the magistrates, 
and the bishops, which, with the share of influence, 
though restricted, that they vrould have on the 
elections for the Institute and the different coun- 
cils, would give the Assembly paramount power. 
The principal point was to have reduced the 
members representing the University to twelve out 
of thirty-nine, as in 1850 they had been reduced 
to eight out of twenty-seven. These hopes on 
the pai't of the Due de Broglie have not been con- 
firmed by experience, and it must be admitted, to 
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tha pn^e of the Governing OouncU, that its 
Bijttention is devoted infinitely more to eduoation 
than to politics. 

Certainly the Due de Broglie was by far the 
most important and most influential member of 
the majority in the Assembly ; nevertheless in all 
matters touching worship and education it was 
Monseigneur Dupanloup who had tho lion’s share 
of direction and infltienco. He it was who pre* 
sided over the committee on elementary instruc* 
tion, and presided over it for four years. Now 
Monseigneur Dupanloup’s educational views have 
long been matters of notoriety. He has written 
much and spoken much on this subject, and always 
brilliantly, always in the same sense, and always 
with perfect frankness. Wo hasten to render him 
this justice. In order to appreciate, not what, tm 
accomplished, for we have just seen that his 
success was very imperfect, but what he wished 
to accomplish, and what under his guidance and 
example the majority of fho members of tho 
Assembly wanted to do, we must quote some of 
the programmes which ho has sown broadcast by 
speech and by pamphlet. Tho oldest will be the 
best. Here is one which is dated November 13th, 
1849. It is an article by him published in the 
Aini de la Religion, from whence it was quoted by 
M. Barth^emy de Baiut Hilaire. The bishop is 
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speakinjr of the Falloux law, which has just biaen 
elaborated in an extra parliamentary oommittef; 
and which, amended and perfected, but very im> 
perfectly so in the liberal sense, became that 
famous law of March 15, 1850. Here are his 
words, which, like everything coming from his 
pen, deserve to be well considered : — . » 

“ Contrary to all common sense, it has been 
vainly said and repeated, that M. de Falloux's 
law was drawn up in accordance with the 
University, and in its favour. It is against the 
University monopoly, and in spite of the Univer- 
sity, that tliis law was framed. Every one of the 
reforms conteinplatod by tliis bill, which before 
many years would completely change the face 
of France, have been lal)orionsly conquered. It 
is only after months of hard fighting, constantly 
TCiiowed, that the following results have been 
successively obtained and carried by main 
force : — 

“ The enfranchisement of the small semi- 
naries ; 

“ The admission of specified religious bodies 
not recognized by the State, and of Jesuits ex- 
prt'ssly named ; 

“ The abolition of grades ; 

“ The suppression of the normal schools ; 

** The radical reform of primary instruction ; 
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“.The profound and irreparable dislocation of 
tl^e hierarchy of the University ; 

“ The liberty of elementary private schools and 
charitable instruction ; 

Finally, the large place reserved for my Lords 
the Bishops in the Councils of Public Instruction.” 
• yhe Assembly of 1871, besides the laws which 
we have rapidly sketched, enacted several others, 
for it was not idle. We have quoted the most 
important, those which best define the spirit of 
the Assembly. We will now proceed to classify 
all the laws which had reference to the liberation 
of tlie territory, tliat is to say, the treaties with 
Germany, the loans and taxes. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE LIBERATION OF THE TEBEITOKT. 

During tho months of April and May, it required 
a certain amount of strength of Inind for the 
Assembly seriously to discuss laws or organization, 
being placed as it then was between the formidable 
insurrection in Paris and the outposts of the 
Prussian army of occupation. The civil war only 
lasted two months. The occupation might con- 
tinue for some time, as it was dejiendent on the 
payment of the five milliards. 

It was stipulated in article 3 of the convention 
of February 26th 1871 , that immediately after the 
mtification of the said convention, the German 
troops should evacuate the interior of Paris, and 
the forts on tho left bank of the Seine. 

That within the shortest possible delay, to be 
fixed by an agreement between the military autho- 
rities of the two countries, they should completely 
evacuate the departments of Calvados, Orne,Sarthe, 
Kure-et-Loire, Yonne, also the departments of the 
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^einerlnf^rieure, Eure, Seme>eft-Oise, Seine-et> 
Marne, Aube, and the C6te d’Or up to the left bank 
of the Seine. That after the final ratification of the 
treaty of peace, and the payment of the first half- 
milliard, they should evacuate the Somme, Oise, 
and those parts of the departments of Seine-In- 
' feriaure, Seine, Seine-et-Oise, and Seine-et-Mame 
situated on the right bank of the Seine ; also the 
forts round Paris on the right bank. 

Tliat, finally, after the payment of the two mil- 
liards, the German occupation should only com- 
prise the departments of Marne, Ardennes, Haute 
Marne, Meuse, Vosges, Meurtho, as well as the for- 
tress of Belfort with its territory, these depart- 
ments, fortress, and territory being the guarantee 
for the payment of the remaining three milliards. 

In the final treaty of peace signed at Frankforf. 
May 10th, 1871, some points in these dispositions 
were slightly modified. First come some terri- 
torial rectifications with regai’d to the boundaries 
of Belfort and the frontiers oi the east, then, in 
article 7 occurred the followuig stipulation, of 
which the importance and the origin are only too 
palpable : — 

“ The evacuation of the departments of Oise, 
Seine-et-Oise, Seine-ot-Mame, and Seine, as well 
- as of the Paris forts, will take place as soon as the 
German Government considers that order has 
been sufficiently re-established, in France as well 
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as in Paris, to ensure the carrying out of the ed- 
gagemeuts entered into by France. In any case 
this evacxmtion will take place on the payment of 
the third half-milliard.” 

Thus the departments of Oise, Seine-et-Oise, 
>Seine-ot-Hame, and Seine, which according to the 
agreement of February 26th formed part of those* 
departments which were to be evacuated after the 
payment of the first milliard, were to be occupied 
until the payment of the third half-milliard, unless 
Germany, in her wisdom and clemency, should 
consider us sufficiently cured and re-established to 
hasUm the term of our deliverance. 

On May 10th, the date of the signature of the 
final treaty, Ihiris was still in the hands of the 
Commune. Even after her victory many persons 
continued to think that France could not raise a 
loan of five milliards. It must be borne in mind 
that we had enormous arrears to pay, partly foi’ 
levies and etjuipraents, and also for repairs to 
bridges, railways, roads, public buildings, monu- 
ments, colleges, hospitals, barracks, and fortresses. 
The enemy liad drawn war contributions from all 
sides, which had involved departments, communes, 
and families in debt ; it had collected the taxes 
for its own benefit, and continued to collect them 
after the preliminaries of peace up to the cuuven- 
, tion of March 16th 1871. Half of France was 
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uilottltivated) almost all tho {aotories were dea> 
trojed; death or disease had decimated the popa* 
lation of our workshops. The expenses for feed- 
ing and lodging the army of occupation, both men 
and horses, fell upon us. The most moderate 
estimated the sum necessary to put all things in 
brder»at tliree milliards over and above the ran- 
som, and this was exclusive of private losses, in- 
terruptions in work, and the difficulties which 
would arise on all sides from want of capital and 
credit. Our moral condition was not loss deplor- 
able. Should we find the old energy to set to 
work again ? Could we inspire each other, could 
we inspire foreigrxers with that confidence without 
which there can be no commercial transactions or 
industrial activity ? Should we have a govern- 
ment ? Should we at least have a police ? Might 
not the insurrection that had just been suppressed 
break out again ? Could we hope for peace at 
home alter having made more than thirty thou- 
sand prisoners from amongst r»:irselves ? In the 
midst of the dreadful misfortunes into which we 
had fallen, instead of solely occupying ourselves 
with the re-establishment of the country, we only 
thought of seeking office, reviving hatreds, and 
quarrelling among ourselves for power ! Such 
was our position at tho time when we brought 
out one of tho largest loans that a nation has ever 
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contracted. The Germans had allowed ii to 1>e 
stated in the fifth paragraph of article 3 of the*6on- 
vention containing the preliminaries of peace, that 
after the payment of two milliards, the Emperor 
would be disposed to substitute a financial gua^ 
rantee for the territorial guarantee consisting of a 
partial occupation of French territory, “ if il^ #ere 
offered by the French Government with conditions 
which His Majesty the Emperor and King could 
recognize as sufBcient for the interests of Ger- 
many.” But those who were discouraged and 
weak said we should neither get the loan nor the 
guarantee for the loan. Others did not wish to 
pay. Lot us pay the first two milliards, they said, 
as wo must, and we can manage it. As to the 
three remaining, we will pay them with the 
mitrailleuse. 

But the Government wished to pay and to re- 
trieve. The Assembly also would not be dis- 
couraged. The Government even wanted to pay 
in advance aud managed to do it by miracles of 
patriotism and wisdom. In order to realize how 
necessary it was to hasten the evacuation, we 
must remember how it weighed upon the occupied 
provinces and even the whole of France. And as 
the measure of the benefits conferred by the libera- 
tion, we will recapitulate the chief misfortunes, first 
of the invasion, and then of the occupation, which 
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ai% bigtorioal. We will not do this In a spirit 
of nialioe, nor to put forward unseasonable claims. 
We ourselves have been most barbarous invaders. 
But though the first to recall the confiagrations in 
the Palatinate and the cruelties of the great 
Napoleon, we must insist upon the obvious fact 
lhatt •progress would be impossible, and the 
iron age permanent, if reprisals were legitimate 
after 200 or even after fifty years. 

First, as to the invasion. From the moment 
that the Prussians entered French ground, there 
was a marked difference in the treatment of our 
provinces. In Alsace and Lorraine they settled 
down as if they were at home, in the other pro- 
vinces they only encamped. Tl'hose who go on say- 
ing that at first they only thought of taking Alsace, 
and that later on they claimed J^orraine, to punish 
us for not having surrendered at discretion after 
our first disasters, and for having fonght until a 
continuance of the struggle bad become impossible, 
have either not read the Germa i newspapers, or 
care only to feed their resentment at the expense of 
truth and of their country. You have but to open 
the Nouvelliste Vermillaift, a paper founded by the 
Prussian Prefect Brauchitscli, and which after- 
wards became the Jlfonitrur Offieiel of theYersaillos 
Ck>vernment,to see thataclaim was made, not only to 
Alsace, but to Alsace and Lorraine. This paper even 
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goes SO far as to speak of Champagne.' Itts troe 
it speaks as if jestingly. It declares thatf M. 
Thiers had conceived a project, “ worthy of his great 
age,” which consisted of immediately establishing 
peace by uniting France and Belgium under the 
Government of King Leopold, “ who would sign 
with both hands the cession of Alsace, Lorrifine, 
and even of Champagne.” The Prussians have 
never concealed their hopes, or rather their in- 
tentions ; the traces of them are to bo seen in all 
their acts. They incorporated Alsace and that 
part of Lorraine which they intended to retain 
from the very first day that they set foot in them. 
We must not look in Alsace-Lorraine for the 
history of the invasion, we sliall only find 
Prussia ; but at Rheims, which became the chief 
town of the government of the north of Franco, and 
at Versailles, where the King, as Generalissimo, 
established his headquarters. 

When the Prussians took possession of a depart- 
ment their first care was to appoint a prefect, who 
in his turn appointed sub-prefects. Under them) 
there was a lieutenant or captain of police, with 
them a general commanding officer, a governor, 
and a number of adjutants. A general district 
was formed of several departments, at ther 
head of which was a general of high rank, as- 
sisted by a civil oommissioner. Thus the depart* 
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nftmt (Of S6iDe-et*6i8e, whose prefect was M. de 
Bratiohitsoht was under the governor for the 
north of France, whose headquarters were at 
Bheims. 

Later on Versailles in its turn became the 
headquarters of a district which comprised, besides 
*Seiaa-et-Oi8e, the departments of Oise, Somme, 
Seine-lnf^iieure, Eure-et-Loir, and Loiret, and 
which towards the end received large additions. 
The governor, civil commissioner, intendant, 
the prefects and sub-prefects formed what might 
be called regular government. The inhabitants 
also owed obedience to the marshal, generals, 
and intendants of all ranks. They did not want 
for masters. These masters were pot always 
agreed amongst themselves. If their numbers 
crushed the vanquished, requisitioned their labour, 
and taxed them at discretion, on the other hand 
their quarrels were a benefit to them, for, some- 
times, in that strangely mixed society the side 
of the oppressed was taken, certainly not from 
love for him, but from professional jealousy of 
the oppressor. 

One administrative organization which the 
Prussians did not suppress, but on the contrary 
specially upheld, was the municipal authority; 
mayor, assistants, and municipal councillors. The 
mayor was indispensable to them for two 
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reasons, to squeeze money out of the people and If 
necessary to-calm them. When a municipal officer, 
harassed, coerced, and scoffed at, threatened ' 
to resign, his threat had almost always a 
good result. How should the . German prefects, 
knowing neither our laws, nor our regulations 
our customs, nor our character, be able to main- ' 
tain order and collect the taxes, without the help 
of this magistrate, elected, listened to, respected, 
both head and protector of the population? 
Therefore they kept the mayor, but while keeping 
him they treated him ill in every way ; they held 
him responsible for everything ; for a tax which 
had not been paid, for a requisition which had 
not been executed, for a misdemeanour committed 
by a child, a vagabond, or a foreigner. They 
fined him, put him in prison, transported him 
to Germany, threatened to shoot him. They 
demanded services from him contrary to all rules 
of honour, as we understand it in France : for 
instance, they attempted to make a spy of him. 
They cliarged him with the duty of levying the 
taxes, holding him personally responsible for their 
collection. They authorized him to contract debts 
in the name of the commune. All the requid- 
tions which they made upon him bore the in- 
junction that they were to be executed at once. . 
Befusal to obey or delay in obeying were severely. 
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^d.in some cases cruellj, punished. They gave 
all authority which is not conferred on them by 
any French law to the mayors of cantons over the 
mayors of villages, and to the mayors of the 
principal towns, over those of the cantons, and 
this, for the solo reason that they had them on 
tbebspot, in their power, and could constrain them 
either by menaces or very effectual severity. 

Wo said just now that the very day that the 
Germans entered the cluef town of a department, 
they hastened to nominate a prefect ; the prefect 
on his side lost no time in sending his orders 
to the mayors, in invoking, when he could, the 
French laws, and in adopting the tone and 
manners of a French prefect, just as if there 
had only been in all that a change of person. M. 
de Brauchitsch succeeded M. Edward Charton. 
M. Charton was par excellence a Frenchman, a 
liberal, a republican; M. de Brauchitsch is a 
German pro-consul. That does not matter. 
M. de Brauchitsch, the Prussi an prefect at Ver- 
sailles, affects to be astonished at not meeting 
with the same deference and eagerness to serve 
him as “ the other prefect.” He takes great 
care to use the paper left by his imperial pre- 
decessor M. Cornuau for all his correspondence, 
so that his letters invariably have the stamp “ Le 
Conseiller d’Etat, Pr^fet de Seine-et-Oise.” 

VOL. II. K 
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M. de Brauchitsch hastened, as did all hia coU 
leagues, to issue an order for the collection <of 
revenue. This order, which was completed and 
perfected a few days after, is dated October 10th. 
In the absence of the superior officials of the 
French financial administration, M. de Brauchitsch 
invested the mayors with the office of collectors. 
The mayors of each commune were to pay, on 
the 10th of each month, to the mayor of the chief 
town of the canton the twelfths due, and on the 
15th the mayors of the chief towns of the cantons 
should repay the sums collected “at the chief 
exchequer of the department, established at the 
prefecture, to the Secretary M. Schmidt.” They 
could not, under pain of a fine, retard the payment 
of the quota of each commune, nor diminish it 
for deficiences or absentees, etc. Those who were 
present paid for those who wei’e absent, “ the com- 
munes,” said the decree, “ being responsible for the 
collection of all their revenue.” 

This decree of M. de Brauchitsch contains a 
consideration which is worthy of remark. It is 
not for the wants of the German army, nor in the 
interest of the Germans that the revenue is col- 
lected ; M. de Brauchitsch takes all this trouble 
for the good of the French population only: 

“ Considering,” he says, “ that the necessary re- 
establishment of legal order and of the adminis- 
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tratictas in those parts of France which are oocu> 
pi^ by the German troops require a supply 
of cash which should be furnished without 
delay.” 

Some communes were almost deserted. The 
^able-bodied men wei*e ^vith the army; those 
faiMies who had the means fled before the in- 
vasion. M. de Brauchitsch ordered the mayors 
not to confine themselves too scrupulously to the 
ofiicial assessment. “ Tlie assessment of the 
direct taxes shall be left completely in the hands 
of the mayors and municipal councillors.” So 
long as the exact total be paid on the day named, 
the prefect need not trouble himself as to which 
purses shall furnish it. “ They (the mayors and 
municipal councilloi’s) shall particularly enforce 
the tax on tlioso persons who by absence have 
evaded the calamities of war, instead of remain- 
ing to fulfil their duties to their communes. It 
w'as easy to see that the communes would have 
some difticulty in paying, es})i ' ially in paying for 
the absentees ; the prefect obviated this difficulty 
by his decree dated October 28th, 1870 : — 

“ The mayors, with the consent of the municipal 
council of each commune, are authorized to con- 
tract loans on the security of the revenues of 
their commune : this credit will always be suffi- 
cient to insure the regular payment of the direct 

K 2 
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taxes for each month.” And he adds : ** Besides 
the property of the respective communes, all the 
landed, personal, and real property of the absent 
taxpayer shall be given as guarantee for the pay> 
ment of the debts which the commiine shall have 
contracted for the payment of the said contri- 
butions.” Most of these absentees whom they 
wished to punish so cruelly were in the ranks, 
fighting for their country ! 

M. de Brauchitsch foresees that there may be 
recalcitrant members among the taxpayers who 
are not absent : but he does not trouble himself 
about so small a matter. “ The mayors shall be 
directed to give me the names of any persons re- 
fusing to pay their share of the twelfth, in order 
tliat I may see about it that is to say, in order 
that 1 may put them in prison. In M. de Brau- 
chitsch’s eyes this r6lo of informer had not an 
odious character; it foims j>art of the Prus- 
sian system of administration, ns is proved by a 
notice from the director of Police, M. de Stcephasius 
in the following words, which was copied from 
the walls of Metz : — 

“300 francs reward. 

“ During the night of the 14th to the 15th 
of last October the monument of the 18th Royal 
Prussian division, near Vem^ville, was defiled and 
damaged in the most disgraceful manner. The 
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*BboT;e reward will be paid to any one giving such 
information of the author or authors of this act 
as shall lead to their arrest.” The last article 
of M. de Branchitsch’s supplementary decree, on 
the payment of the direct taxes, provides for the 
case of taxpayers who have paid in advance 
f QT^ the year 1870. “These taxpayers,” says 
article 7, “ shall nevertheless pay the twelfth for 
the month of October, and even for the following 
months, leaving it to them to reclaim it later 
from the French Government, when the payment 
for the year 1871 is due.” 

M. de Brauchitsch’s different decrees for col- 
lecting revenue wore issued in accordance with an 
order from the Governor-General, and wo shall 
find pretty nearly the same regulations in all the 
dejjartments. 

It was impossible to collect the indirect taxes 
in the usual way. Moreover, the population being 
dispersed, business of all kinds at a standstill, 
and fraud facilitated by tho mere pnisenoe of 
hostile armies, it would onl} have yielded an in- 
significant return. They therefore hit upon the 
expedient of representing it by an increase of the 
direct taxation. The estimate of the sums des- 
tined to supply the place of the indirect taxes 
appears to have been left to the discretion of the 
prefects. Most of them doubled the amount of 
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the direct taxes. M. de Brauchitsch levied a 
sum equal to one and a half of this tax. Others 
preferred a poll-tax, on the pretext that an in- 
direct tax is a tax on the consumer ; but they 
varied in their application of it, some rating it 
at twenty-five francs, others at fifty francs. 
The municipal council at Rheiras, in a pl^n- 
spoken resolution, of which the text is given 
below, exposed the true character of this tax, 
which was oidy a war contribution in dis- 
guise : — 

“hleeting held November 8rd, 1870. 

“ The mayor (.M. Dauphinot), made the follow- 
ing statement : — 

“ The Germans, not knowing the pinnciplos on 
which the t.axi)aycrs are assessc'd, have demanded 
that' the amount representing the tax, which they 
value at .‘1,254*, 880 francs, for the city of Rheiras 
and the rural communes which form part of its 
cantons, be paid to them in twelfths, monthly, 
say 271,240 francs for the month of September, 
and as much for each of the following months. 
This sum of 3,254,880 francs is fixed upon by the 
Germans taking as a basis : — Ist, the direct taxes 
representing about 1,500,000 francs; 2nd, the 
indirect taxes for the surjdus. These sums must 
be paid by the mayor of the town, who must 
i^rise it from all the inhabitants, in proportion 
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to their position, their profession, and their 
trhde. 

“ The Council, — 

“ Considering on the one hand, the total taxa- 
tion cannot bo other than the sum total of all 
the contributions required of individuals by the 
Gerernment to secure the public services ; 

** These services at Rheiins are at present, and 
have been for the last two months suspended. 

“ On the other hand, taxation is only the pay- 
ment by a citizen of one part of his revenue, in 
order that ho may be guaranteed the peaceful 
enjoyment of the remainder ; 

“ In the present state of affairs, all sources of 
revenue are exhausted ; 

“Therefore the levy ordered by the German 
authorities is absolutely contrary to the principl'. i 
of taxation ; 

“ It is true that they invoke the right of 
war; 

“ But that this right, however strong, and how- 
ever elastic they may make it, cannot be stretched 
to the point of legalizing the collection, by an 
invading power, of the sum of the public revenue 
from a disarmed population, with whom all resis- 
tance is out of the question, and whose resources 
have already been drained by requisitions during 
the occupation ; 
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“ CoDsidering that the levy demanded, besideif 
being iniquitous, is practically impossible j '* 

“ That, as a fact, if the direct taxes are deter- 
mined beforehand by the fiscal law, such is not, and 
cannot be the case with the indirect taxes ; that 
some of these latter, such as the duty on registra- 
tion and changes of domicile, only co-exist with 
the facts which open a way to them, and the acts 
themselves of the taxpayer who pays them 
are subject to constant fluctuation, and liable 
even to collapse entirely when the normal life of 
a country is internapted, as at the present time ; 
that this ap])lies equally to those taxes which 
are levied upon the consumers ; 

“ That it is evident that the indirect taxes are 
beyond the reach of any ordinary assessment ; 

“ Therefore, that it is neither fair, nor rational 
to take as a basis for the taxes now claimed, the 
budgetary estimates of other years, estimates 
which are, and can only be, cruelly contradicted 
by recent events. 

“ Besides, in the first place, a distinction must 
be made in the amount produced by direct taxa- 
tion between that which goes to the State, and 
that which belongs either to the department, or 
the communes ; 

“That the German authorities representing 
themselves as in the place of the French State, 
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cdn i^ierefore only lay claim to that part which 
thd^State itself would have received, taking into 
account the different eventualities which have 
lessened its amount. 

"On the other hand the municipal administra- 
tion is in possession of none of the necessary 
'elements for the establishment of lists of taxes ; 
that the special registers drawn up for this pui*- 
pose are the property of the State, and remain 
in the keeping of those functionaries who have 
charge of them ; that the reconstruction of those 
lists, on absolutely incomplete and hypothetical 
bases, would necessitate a very long, complicated, 
and arbitrary statement. 

“ Besides, without doubt there are a considerable 
number of taxpayers who have paid in advance 
the total of the taxes for which they are liable for 
the whole year ; 

And among those who have not thus paid in 
advance, there are many who from the suspen- 
sion of their business and the ‘hiily absorption of 
their savings, are wholly unable to make any 
payment ; 

" The cessation of all , work and the misery 
which it entails have assumed such proportions 
in our town, that about 15,000 persons are- at 
this moment chargeable on the relief fund (Bureau 
de bienfaisanee) ; 
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In 8uch a state of things the collection 
the taxes is impracticable, it would be so ^en 
for the French Government if its authority were 
re-established ; 

“ Lastly, whereas the duty of collecting the 
taxes which the German authorities wish to im- 
pose upon the mayor, with a commission; is' 
incompatible with the character and rules of his 
functions : 

“ These functions being essentially gratuitous, 
and the French law, which is still in existence 
and governs us, notwithstanding the occupation, 
defining and limiting its attributes ; the duty of 
collectitjg the taxes forms no part of them ; 

“ That it is impossible for him to usurp the 
rights and duties conferred on special officials ; 
and besides, the means of carrying it into execu- 
tion w'ould bo wholly wanting ; 

“Therefore the Council is unanimously of 
opinion that the mayor cannnot comply with the 
above injunction/’ 

Certainly it is impossible to speak more 
courageously, or to be more evidently right. 
The conqueror could answer to these argu- 
ments absolutely nothing ; but then he was the 
conqueror, and he had recourse to force. 

But a war contribution was in question ; he need 
not have had recourse to this pretence of collecting 
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the IVench revenue, a cruel hypocrisy, which if con- 
strtied literally, would have led to a most iniquitous 
division of the burden. The Germans should have 
said, without subterfuf^e, that this was an extor* 
tion. Everything was changed by that, it became 
only a question of how far the conqueror intended 
'to vpush the punishment, and how much the 
victim could bear. 

At Rheims, a commercial and manufacturing 
town, all sources of income were exhausted; 
15,000 poor applied for relief at the Bureau de 
hienfmmncc. 

In all the towns the municipal funds not having 
had any receipts from the customs {octroi), were 
exhausted. The Prussian prefects said, “ Bor- 
row.” But neither the mayor nor the municipal 
councils have a right to contract a loan with- 
out a law to that effect. Who would have 
taken part in a loan, contracted illegally, on 
the authorization of a Prussian prefect, of whom 
all trace would be gone w'hen the time came for 
repayment? Besides, were the communes in a 
likely position to find people who would lend them 
money. The communal resources, and private 
resources, had been exhausted by requisitions, 
devastations, and the suspension of labour. 

This idea of a communal loan was dear to the 
heart of the Prussian Government ; firstly, it fur- 
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nished the means for paying them immediately ; 
and secondly, they intended to do or to c^usd to 
be done a good turn to their countrymen by 
making them the creditors of the French com- 
munes whose lands and incomes would thus have 
been mort.gaged for a long time to Prussians. 
They insinuated to the mayors, that those b^ing ' 
the only creditors who could enforce repayment 
after the war, it was with them that they must 
treat. No one was more eager than M. de 
Bi’auchitsch for this arrangement. 

In Prussia a syndicate of bankers had been 
fonnod, whose representative, 1^1. Holtz, was at 
Versailles ready to tixke in pawn either the com- 
munal property or that of [)rivate indinduals who 
were absent. German bankers anil paurnbrokers 
followed on the heels of the German armies, the 
former with full sacks which they only wanted to 
empty, the latter with empty sacks which they 
only wanted to fill. Count Bismarck had, as we 
have already seen, offered M. Thiers the aid of 
great bankers for the payment of the ransom, 
and M. do Brauchitsch had lesser ones ready to 
supply the wants of the communes. M. Holtz, 
according to M. de Brauchitsch, had only come 
to Versailles with the benevolent intention of 
helping the French communes. They had better 
make haste, for money was still cheap ; the 
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o^T^ion would become more diffioulti if it were 
defayed, because on the one hand the wants of 
the communes would be more pressing, and on the 
other hand their securities would be depreciated 
in value, owing to the daily ravages of war. M. 
de Brauchitsch, who well knew the famous theory 
of •the psychological moment, strongly advised 
his patients in extremis to get out of their 
difficulties by mortgaging the property of the 
absentees to M. Holtz and his syndicate. Ho 
himself was in no way concerned in all this. He 
was actuated solely by motives of sympathy for 
the conquered. 

In this same spirit, later, when M. de Brau- 
chitsch insisted on the opening of a large shop 
for supplying the army at Versailles, and that 
M. Rameau pointed out the difficulty, not to say 
impossibility, of such an enterprise, tlie following 
letter was written to the mayor of Versailles 

“I desire that you will collect between the 
1st December and the 5th, at < ho latest, in a shop 
convenient for that purpose, a sufficient quantity 
of victuals and commodities of all sorts to provi- 
sion the town of Versailles for one month. 

“I hold you and the municipal council re- 
sponsible for the severe measures which will be 
had recourse to in the case of a refusal, or the 
continuance on your part or under your influence 
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of a passive resistance by the tradespeople 6i 
the town. After the above-named date 1 shall 
levy a fine of 60,000 francs from the town of 
Versailles, which shall be immediately put into 
execution by military force. 

” If you think it advisable you may treat of 
this matter with M. Baron (at M. Biberon’sj^o, 
Rue de la Paroisse), who at my request is willing 
to undertake the provisioning of the town, as you 
may see by the enclosed report.” 

M. Baron was a German, resident in France. 
The “ enclosed report ” contained a tariff in 
which the prices wore “rather high” even in 
M. Baron’s eyes. “ Some of these prices, it is true, 
are very high, and most unusual in Fi’ance,” 
said M. Baron ; “ but the extraordinary state of 
affairs justifies extraordinary prices. In con- 
sideration of these circumstances, you null not be 
so much astonished as at the first glance at my 
prices.” Here are, according to M. D(?lerot (Ver- 
milles ‘pendant I’ Oempation), some examples of 
those prices : — Chocolate, ten francs the kilo. ; 
alcohol, 400 francs the hectolitre; sugar, six 
fraucs the kilo. ; etc. — 

Those measures to which M. de Brauchitsch 
would have recourse if his counsels wore not 
attended to, and if Messrs. Holtz and Baron’a 
good intentions wore not recognized, are enu- 
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Hwrated in article 3 of a published decree, 
datid January 30th, 1871, on the same day tiiat 
the agreement for the armistice, which had been 
signed with the greatest secrecy two days before, 
was made known in Versailles. The principal 
object of this decree was to make the list of taxes 
*votad for 1870 executory in 1871. “ Those com- 
munes which are in arrears,” says article 3, “ will 
have to pay a fine of 50 francs for each day of 
delay over and above the sum due by the com- 
mune. If the payment is delayed beyond one 
week, troops shall be quartered in those com- 
munes, who will bo obliged to feed and lodge 
them without any indemnity, and to pay besides 
six francs daily to each officer, and two francs 
to each soldier, until the amount due has been 
entirely paid off. The officer in command of the 
troops will be authorized to use bodily constraint 
to recalcitrant represeutetivt'S of the commune 
and taxpayers, and to employ all legal means 
which he may consider noccss:i y to enforce the 
payment of the sums duo.” 

Besides the taxes, the Prussians had in reserve 
war contributions and fines, as Iwo other means 
of getting cash. Fines were a ready means 
which any functionary had the right to use, 
whether he were general, prefect, civil com- 
missioner, or only a police officer. M. de 
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Brauohitsch, in one of the letters which we hanre 
just read, threatened the town of Versailles •^^ith 
a fine of 50,000 francs ; there were also smaller 
fines for lesser ofiences. ** If this requisition is 
not attended to within twenty-four hours, I shall 
'fine you personally 200 francs.” Sometimes fines 
were used less as a means of extorting mpney,* 
than as a means of inflicting punishment: — 
“ In consequence of the letter which you have 
written me, I inflict on you personally a fine of 
2000 francs.” The war contributions were 
naturally made on the largest scale. We may 
judge of them from one quotation alone. On 
February 18th, 1871, the mayor of Versailles, 
M. Rameau, received the following letter : — 

“Mr. Mayor, — 

“ In virtue of an order from the Governor- 
General for tlie north of France, each of the 
departments within his jurisdiction must pay a 
war contribution in proportion to its pecuniary 
resources. For the department of Seine-et-Oise 
this contribution is fixed at the sum of 10,000,000 
francs. According to the division of the said 
war contribution among the cantons of the de- 
partment, the canton of Versailles (north, south, 
and west) must pay the sum of 1,540,567 francs. 

“I must add that this contribution is to be 
' paid immediately, in one sum, and is independent 
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ofth^ ordinary direct and indirect, contributions 
toltbe general exchequer of the department. 

I must also warn you, that any claim for a 
diminution of your allotment will not -delay the 
military execution of the immediate payment.** 
Versailles was not worse off than the other 
• toMqjs. In making known its condition, we are 
only giving an idea of that of the other towns of 
France which were occupied by the enemy. 

M. Rameau summed it up thus on January 80th, 
1871 : Fimuw. 

“ The town paid each month for 


direct taxes 71,146 

For indirect taxes 100,669 


For the food of from 7 to 800 
oflScers, paid by subscription at 
the rate of six francs a hejid per 
diem for one month .... 1 50,000 

For the supply of bread to the 
general store for the army of 


occupation 1 10,000 

For requisitions in kind, about . 44,000 

For help to the refugees .... ] .5,000 

Say, total per mouth . . 496,815’* 


Or in round figures six millions a year. 

Now the annual receipts of the budget of the 
town amounted to about 800,000 francs in 
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ordintu’jr times, and an equal sum was requir^ tar 
the expenses. Since the occupation these expedises 
had increased in proportions which surpassed over 
and over again the whole of the revenue. It was 
on a town thus exhausted that on the 18th of 
February a war-contribution of 1,054,567 francs 
was imposed. And M. de Nostitz-Wallwitz, the 
civil commissioner of the government of the North 
of Franco, contented liimsolf with replying to the 
mayor’s remonstrances ; — 

“ As in their official acts and many speeches 
the members of the Government of the National 
Defence have declared the resources of France to 
be inexhaustible, T cannot donbt that the town of 
Versailles and the department of Seine-ct-Oise 
will easily find the raodiis to meet the pecuniary 
expenses imposed by the situation.” 

The only concession that M. Rameau could 
obtain, on jn-oving his utter inability, was time, 
lie was allowed to pay in instalments. The 
towu never paid any but the first instalment, 
which was 100,000 francs. If peace had not been 
concluded, Versailles, whose resources were com- 
pletely exlxausted, would have been obliged to 
submit to the military execution. 

In connexion with the situation of Versailles, 
we will give a table of the losses incurred by 
the town of Rheiins. 
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*Tho department of Marne was occupied for 
se^ral months after the conclusion of peace. 
Let us point out at once two important differences 
between the two towns. The prefect of Seine-et- 
Oise had insisted on the repayment of the twelfths 
which had already been paid to the French 
'GovBrnmont, “ leaving it to the taxpayers to get 
redress from the French Government after the 
peace.” In the deparf.mcnt of Marne they were not 
so hai’dly dealt witli ; the prefect raised the ssuno 
claim, but did not execute it, and demauded nothing 
from those who had paid already and who showed 
the tax-gatlmrer’s receipt. Another difference : 
M. do Brauchitsch estimated the amount yielded 
by the indirect taxes at l oO*/, of the direct taxes ; 
in the Marne, these two taxes were regarded as 
equal, and the Prussians contented tliomselves with 
doubling the direct tax. 

The Prussian authorities had fixed the total 
amount of direct and indirect taxes for the town 
ofRheimsat 271,240 francs p'-r month for the 
year 1870. (At this date the dii -ct taxes yielded 
about 1 ,600,000 francs. Adding to this an equal 
amount to represent the indirect taxes we 
arrive at 51,200,000 francs, say, slightly forcing the 
figures, to this sum of 27 1,240 francs per month.) 
From the commencement of 1871 the monthly 
contributions wore increased to 447,.H6 francs. 

L 2 
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Pran^. ^ 

The town therefore paid for the ^ 

last four months of the year 

the sura of 1,084,960 

And for the two first months of 
1871 895,092 


Total of direct and indirect taxes 1,980,053 


At the time when the department of Seine-et- 
Oise was condemned to pay 10,000,000, a large 
war-contribution was also demanded from the 
department of Marne. The town of Versailles, 
taxed as wo have already seen at 1,054,567 francs, 
had already paid 1 0,000 francs, when events 
occuiTod which obliged the conquerors to discon- 
tinue this enormous exaction. The town of Rheims 
was slower in paying, and the result was that it 
never made any payment of the kind. In revenge 
another war-contribution was imposed, intended 
to furnish an indemnity for those Germans 
domiciled in France, w'ho had been expelled at the 
commencement of hostilities. The amount of 
this war-contribution, or fine, which fell to the 
share of the town of Rheims, was 151,761 francs. 
The town paid 72,126 frjincs. The remainder 
was not insisted upon, the old German residents 
of the town of Rheims having themselves declared, 
that they had alw'ays been well treated by the 
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pl)|)tiiatioTi, that they had not been expelled, that 
they had suffered no losses, and that they only 
asked to bo allowed to return afterwards to their 


places of business. 

The town had only to pay two fines ; one of 
10,000 francs for an attack on a patrol in the 
* subarbs; the other of 800 francs for bills 
placarded during tho night. 

The requisition in money amounted to tho 
following sums : — Prauci, 

For firewood 1 ,080 0f> 

For the army before Paris . . 1 50,000 00 

Furnishing woollen socks . . 2,778 82 

Blankets 4,031 10 

Total of the requisitions in money 1 59,090 57 


The requisitions in kind 

amounted to 1,440,053 68 

Direct and indirect taxes 

amounted to 1,980,052 00 

Extraordinary contribution^' . 72,126 51 

Finos, Uvice 10,800 00 

The total for tho town of 
Rhcims during the occu[>a- 
tion amounting to 3,062,231 66 


The position of the tovm of Rheims in normal 
times was better than that of Versailles, whose 
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receipts and expenditure were balanced by a snfti 
of 800,000 francs. The ordinary receipts of 
Rheims in 1870 amounted to 1,310,210 frs. 04 c.; 
in 1871 to 1,435,708 frs. 85 c. The ordinary 
expenses in 1870 wore only 990,283 frs. 85 c. 
In 1871 they went down to 847,974 frs. 
48 c. 

Nevertheless, the town was soon involved, and 
obliged to resort to loans. The number of 
families who were thrown out of work by the 
closing of the factories, and liad to come upon it 
for relief, was enormous. A subscription raised 
amongst the inhabitants to help the most needy 
amounted to 90,000 fi’ancs a month. If the war 
had continued, the town would have been unable 
to fulfil the requisitions, or supply the wants of 
its poor. J t wfis the same cveiy where. 

Tho estimated amount of requisitions in kind 
can only bea]){)roximate. Tho nuiuicipalities kept 
an account of articles for which they paid for 
the enemy’s use, to which must bo added many 
things which the municipal councillors had to beg 
from private individuals when tho shops in the town 
could not provide them, those things which the 
German oflicers and soldiers seized in their houses 
or in tho highways ; the provisions consumed in 
the houses of the inhabitants, &c., &c. This kind 
of requisition was a source of continual vexation. 
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frill give some examples of it ; but in order 
to form an idea of what it really was, one must 
have experienced it. 

We can draw any amount of information from 
M. Delerot, who gives the history of the occupation 
of Versailles day by day. The municipality, in 
order to save the town from the horrors of pillage, 
had resolved to remain at their post. It was a ques- 
tion of suddenly having to feed a whole army and 
to satisfy theoaprices of the numerous staff officers. 
They set to work, resolved to furnish the enemy 
with no pretext for violence. From the very first 
week the demands were such that they recognized 
the impossibility of satisfying them. The supor- 
intendant of the commissariat department of the 
third army presented a claim at the town-hall, 
worded thus : — 

“Rei*okt or THE Centbai. MAnAZiNK. 

“ According to the orders issued, the nmnici- 
pality of Versailles must supply every day : — 

“ 20,000 litres of wine, 80» cwt. of moat, 270 
cwt. of rice, 1200 cwt. of bread, 40 cwt, of salt, 70 
cwt. of cofl’ee. 

“ On September 22rd they 8U])plied : 6000 litres 
of wine, 71 cwt. of meat, 16 cwt. of rico, 120 cwt. 
of bread, 21 cwt. of salt, 13 cwt. of coffee, leaving 
therefore a balance of : 14,000 litres of wine, 
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729 cwt. of meat, 254 cwt. of rice, 1080 cwt. 
bread, 19 cwt. of salt, 57 cwt. of coffee. 

“ On September 24th were supplied, &c. . . . 
leaving therefore a balance of, &c. . . 

I’his is a bill from a creditor, a relentless 
creditor who has himself fixed the amount of the 
debt, has the power to augment it inde finitely <ean 
hold whom ho likes responsible for its non-pay- 
ment, and is free to choose arbitrarily from the 
scale of penalties reaching from a fine up to the 
penalty of deat h, with no resource for the victim 
but in God’s justice. We have said “ the penalty 
of death,” and as it is necessary when making 
such an assertion to give proof, we quote the 
following from a collection entitled Les MaraillcH 
d' Alsace-Lorraine (page 250). 

“ Notice. 

“ The prefect of Mcurthe has just conveyed to 
the mayor of Nancy (the mayor was then M. 
Welche) the following injunction : — 

“ ‘ If to-morrow, January 24th, at twelve o’clock, 
500 carpenters are not at the railway station, the 
superintendants first, and a certain number of the 
workmen, shall be shot on the spot.’ ” 

No doubt this was only intended as a threat, 
but it was an atrocious one. To return to the 
requisitions at Versailles. 

The requisitions for September 25tli remained 
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iri^hoBt response, for the municipality having ^iven 
all it had and all that the inhabitants and shops 
would supply it with, was perfectly unable to make 
up the deficit. The chief of the commissariat, 
department wrote to them on October 18th : — 

We hereby enclose for the commune of Ver* 
saillas a list, by which they may see how much has 
been supplied of the food requisitioned on Sep- 
tember 2l8t for the support of the German troops, 
from September 22nd to October 8th, and conse- 
quently what is the deficit. 

“ In order to supply this deficit, we have been 
obliged to apply to contractors : the enclosed list 
shows that we have had to pay 173,974 thalers, 
14 silbergroschen on this account (062,464 frs. 
25 c.). We beg the mayor, rcser^dng to ourselves 
the right to recover future deficits, to rtunii 
the above-mentioned sura to the royal superin- 
tendent of the third corps, and to inform us of 
the steps taken in this matter. 

“ Ghief of the commissarisil department of the 
3rd army, 

“ Jacobi.” 

The mayor addressed himself to the Crown 
Prince of Prussia, who was commanding the third 
army, and the prince not only annulled this claim, 
but reduced the daily requisitions, which far 
exceeded real necessities. A proclamation issued 
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by the prince gave the following rules for 
requisitions for victualling the troops. (We will 
put in parentheses following each article the 
regulation rations of a German soldier during a 
campaign, and shall see that the conquerors led 
a jolly life at our expense.) 

“ Each soldier shall receive daily : — •• 

“Broad 750 grammes. (A German soldier’s 
ration in the field is 750 grammes.) 

“ Moat 500 grammes. (In Germany 375 gr. 
A French soldier’s ration at the same time was 
only 300 grammes.) 

“ Bacon 250 grammes. (In Germany 170 gr.) 

“ Coffee 30 grammes. (In Germany, 25 gr.) 

“ Tobacco, 00 grammes, or 5 cigars. 

“ Wine I litre, or 1 litre of beer, or yV litre of 
brandy. (Tlie French soldier, in the same condi- 
tion, only receives I litre of wine or yV of brandy.) 

“ The ration requisitioned for each horse daily 
is ; — 

“ Oats G kilogr. (In Germany 5 kilogr. ; in Franco 
m onr regiments 4 kilogr. 80.) 

“ Hay 2 kilogr. 

“ Straw 1 

“ All commandants of detached corps,” said the 
Prince’s proclamation, “ shall have the right to 
requisition the food necessary for the maintenance 
■of their troops. Other supplies deemed indispen- 
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for the army can only be requisitioned by 
generals or officers performing the functions of 
generals.” 

The proclamations, however hard, would have 
had at least the merit of limiting the saorihcos 
of the town, if they could have been carried into 
’ praetice. But the municipality never knew the 
number of the efiective. llcquisitions were made 
in wholesale quantities, without any justification 
being funiished or any objections admitted. 
They had no means of proving that these requisi- 
tions exceeded the amounts actually needed. In 
reality they did far exceed them. 

Besides the requisitions for the actual mainte- 
nance of the troops, there wore recpiisitions for 
clothing, bedding, heating ; there were requisitions 
for horses and carriages ; requisitions for tlie 
officers, for the sick, for the employes, requisitiont, 
for the king, the princes, the ministers. M. DtSlorot 
gives the following list. It contains the rt^quisi- 
tions for November 8th, “a day,” ho says, ‘‘on 
which neither more nor less wj»a demanded than on 
the preceding or following <lays,aml which therefore 
is a very good example of the .average during tlie 
six months of the occupation. 

“ Requisitioned on November 8th. 

“ 1 1,000 kilos of firewood. 

“ 125 gr. of sealing-wax. 
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" 60 kilos of tallow candles. 

“ 500 kilos of fire-wood for one missing. 

“ 1 60 earthen pans. 

“ 70 medium-sized jugs. 

“ 200 kilos of wax candles. 

“ 600 kilos of wood for a post. 

“ 150 kilos of coal for the King of Prussia, 

“ 100 small bunches of brushwood for lighting 
the fires. 

“ 500 five-centimetre nails for the Crown 
Prince. 

“ 12 broom-handles for the ambulance of the 
Lyc^o. 

“ 2 kilos of brown bread for the King of 
Prussia. 

“ A curtain for the door, a set of pigeon-holes 
for papers and several other things for Count 
Bismarck. 

“ 1 000 kilos of wood for Count Bismarck. 

“ 1000 kilos of coke for Count Bismarck. 

“ 50 bunches of brushwood for lighting fires for 
Count Bismarck. 

” 250 kilos of wood for the chancellery offices. 

“ 250 kilos of coke for the chancellerv offices. 

ft* 

“ 60 bunches of brushwood for lighting the fires 
for the chancellery offices. 

“ 500 kilos of wood for one missing. 

. “ 200 kilos of coal for M. de Moltke. 
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y* & kilos of oil for the Prussian outposts. 

** 6 kilos of tallovr candles, for a detachment of 
the 8th regiment at St. Cloud. 

“ 1 coffin for the castle. 

** 2 coffins for the Lj^ct'e. . 

3 graves in the cemetery. 

*420 kilos of tallow caudles for the barracks. 

“ 2 large soup-tureens for an ambulance. 

“ 20 zinc pails. 

“ 40 bottles of seltzer water. 

“ 1 coffee-roaster. 

“ 46 pairs of drawers. 

“ 3000 kilos of wood. 

“ 20 kilos of sugar. 

“ 12^ kilos of soap. 

“ 1 chimney sweep doctor to make repairs. 

“ 1 cubic metre of wood. 

“ 10 kilos of wax candles." 

Ono might write a commentary on each article. 

Firnvood. — 17,300 kilos of firewood in one day, 
not counting 1650 kilos of coal and coke. Even 
this was not enough. The 1 1 'ussians devastated 
parks and avenues ; they even destroyed partition- 
walls and furniture. A householder, on seeing 
a whole pannel of his ’partition-wall thrown on 
the fire, complained to an officer; the Prussian 
taking his cigar out of his mouth for a second, 
replied laconically, “ The fortune of war ! ’* The 
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mayor made incessant complmnts, but witbout 
getting any redress. After the Prussians had left, 
enormous clearings were found in the woods of 
Versailles, and magnificent trees which had been 
cut down and not carried away, “ They cut 
down a tree in order to heat a single saucepan,’* 
said the mayor. . 

Sealmg-tnax . — The administration, the prefec- 
ture, the police, all requisitioned the most in- 
significant things : tables, inkstands, pens, sand, 
sealing-wax, wafers, brooms, broom-handles. 

As an example : — 

“ The mayor is requested to furnish two stable- 
brooms to His Royal Highness the Clrand Duke 
of Saxe Weimar. 

“ Sanctioned, 

“ General in Command, 

“De Voigts Riietz.” 

On November 7th, they demanded two small 
pairs of scissors, ten sponges, twelve combs, 
300 chamber articles, two baskets ; thei*e were 
about a 100 articles of the same importance on 
the list. 

“ Two l-ilos of brmm bread fo^r the King of 
Prussia '' — This will go down to posterity as a 
testimony to the simplicity of the king’s pleasures, 
who used to amuse himself with throwing this 
bipad to the carps in the great basin. Nails for 
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tlw prown Prince! A set of pigeon-holes for 
Crant Bismarck ! 

Wax Candles. — 210 kilos of wax candles* with- 
out counting seventy-six kilos of tallow candles* 
and five kilos of lamp-oil. Tho king’s residence 
was alu’ays lighted a gioruo. But in spito of this 
pro^sion, part of the candles which were daily 
supplied in accordance with tho requisition wore 
on sale by tho Jews who had followed tho 
army, and many of tho other requisitions -went 
almost directly from the town-hall to their 
shops. A man who let out carriages on hire, and 
from whom an officer took his carriage on the 
high road, stated that it was let out several times 
during several days before it was returned to 
him. 

A coffin for the castle, tiro coffins for the Lyee.e, 
and three g ranees in the cenicteri/. — The administra- 
tion requisitioned coffins for Pi’ussian soldiers 
who died of tluar wounds I 

Dratcers. — Forty-six pairs of drawers on No- 
vember 8th. A mere nothing. The requisitions 
were often of a very different kind. ’Here is one 
on November 9th. “ An unavoidable necessity 
compels me to*imposc a requisition on the town 
of 6000 shirts, and 2000 pairs of boots. 

** If the delivery is not made by the time in- 
dicated, the administration will be obliged to 
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search each house with the troops in order 
supply their inevitable necessities. 

“ All those articles must be delivered by the 
18th of this month. 


“De Voigts Rhetz, 

“ Major-General and Commandant.** 
On another occasion 6000 blankets were re- 
(piisitioned, and it was insisted that they should 
be furnished that very day. 

“ If not, forty soldiers shall be quartered 
upon each municipal councillor, and to-morrow 
5000 soldiers shall leave their barracks and be 
quartered on the inhabitants, where they must 
have both beds and blankets.’* The municipal 
councilloi’s had to beg the blankets from door 
to door, and so managed to supply the number 
demanded. “ We have only this blanket for 
both of us,” said the mother of a young child, 
“and we shall probably suffer a great deal from 
the cold, but we must do the best we can. . . . 
Take it, for the Prussians must not burn our 
town.” Besides the requisitions addressed 
directly to the municipality, there were also re- 
quh^^itious for bread and wine, which were supplied 
by a central dep6t organized for that purpose by 
the council. At the same time that the mayor 
furnished the long list of articles which we have 
already enumerated, on November 8th, the central 
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dej0t*deliy6red twenty-three hogsheads of wine, 
and 7.772 kilogrammes of bread. The town wtw 
obliged to lodge and entertain boarders at the 
different hotels at its expense. M. de Voigts 
Bhetz, “Major-General and Commandant,” had 
in Ibrty days, up to the 4th November, 1870, 
’expended at the HOtel de Franco 7406 frs. 90 o. 
When he left he owed, or rather tho town owed 
on his account, a bagatelle of 24,804 frs. 40 c. 
The expenses of tho German Princes at tho H6tol 
des R^Sservoirs amounted to 62,21 8 frs. 

The burden of these exactions was aggravated 
by the arrogance, brutsility, and sometimes tho 
cold-blooded cruelty with w'hich they wore car- 
ried out. The soldiers forced their way in, or 
broke their way into a house, scaled the walls, 
or drew their swords in order to get food and 
drink, and carried off jeivols and clothes. One day 
the soldiers entered tho Reinert Brewery, opposite 
the prefecture, and demanded <lrink. They wore 
told that it was no longer a brr v'ory, but was 
now only a refuge for fugitive!-.. They drew 
their swords and fell upon the rtffugeos, two or 
throe of whom were seriously wounded. “ Occur- 
rences of this li)rt were so’ frequent,” said M. 
D^lerot, “ that we should not mention this if it had 
not taken place as near as it was possible to bo 
to King William’s residence.” Captain Ritpuret, 

VOL. II. M 
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a wounded prisonesr, was cruelly beaten at (ply 
a few paces’ distance from a Prussian post. M. 
Roche, head of the Versailles ambulance was 
attacked by a squad, struck from behind without 
provocation, and thrown down bleeding on the 
pavement of the Rue du Chantier; a drunken 
soldier thrust liis sword into the groin of an old* 
woman who was passirjg ; she had to be taken to 
the hospital. In the Passage St. Pierre a trades- 
man, M. Bax, whoso house was being searched, 
received a sabre-eiit, which laid his head open to 
the bone, in trying to defend his son. A packing- 
case maker, who was met by some soldiers a 
few steps from his door, was beaten and wounded 
for refusing to give (hem the* address of a house 
of ill-fame. Debauchery w'as general, open, 
and indecent. Drunkenness also was very 
general. 

The officers wore not always more civilized 
than the soldiers. They forced their wuy into 
houses, opened the wardrobes, had dinner served 
to them, chose their bedrooms without any con- 
sideration for others ; several took the room of 
the daughter of the house. 

An officer of about thirty efiters the house' 
of a former councillor of the court at Amiens, M. 
Hamel, an octogenarian who lived alone on his 
^retmng pension. ** I have only two rooms,” 
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sa^ M. Hamel mildly, “ mine and my servant’s.” 
** I shall take yours, my orderly will occupy your 
servant’s — ^now for supper.” M. Hamel answered, 
that the officer must wait until the supper he 
had ordered was ready.” That person burst out 
into invectives, adding that the Prussians had 
* taken Mont Val^rion, that Paris was short of 
provisions and was going to surrender, &c. &c. 

To these ejaculations of a madman, the veuo> 
rable M. Hamel only answered by some timid 
words, trying thereby to give the conver- 
sation a less violent turn, when suddenly he 
fainted, and in a few minutes breathed his lost 
sigh. . . . The officer left the apartment, saying 
ho should go and find a lodging elsewhere. 

This was not the only case of sudden death. 
A young woman, who was in bed owing to a 
slight indisposition, was so frightened at thcK.- 
pertinacity of a soldier who wanted to instal him- 
self in her house, that she died before his eyes. 
Several of the inhabitants, whose strength was 
exhausted, not being able any lo ;gor to control 
the continual state of fever and irritation caused 
by the presence and the brutality of the Prussians, 
became mad or*imbocilc. Gount Bismarck said 
to M. Rameau, ‘‘ It is strange to see how little 
the inhabitants of yomr town liave the Hmiimevt 
of ihe state of tear*' 
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De Zernicki, a lieutenant of police, liad ^ 
manded five kilos of wax candles. The grocer to 
whom he had been directed to apply, either because 
his stock was already exhausted, or for some 
other reason, did not comply with his demand. 
De Zernicki, in a towering passion, goes to the 
town-hall and pours out a torrent of abuse Aipon* 
the councillor whose office it was to see to the 
requisitions ; M. de Montfleury, a man universally 
respected, answers him quietly that he wnll do all 
that is possible. But M. de Zernicki, losing his 
temper, declares that if in six hours the candles 
are not brought to the Boulevard du Roi (whore 
ho lives) he will put the municipal councillor and 
the mayor in prison. At this moment, the 
councillors coming out from their council and 
hearing those words, one of them said to M. de 
Zernicki : “ \V1jo are you, who threaten thus ? 

“ Immediately M. do Zemicki drc'w his sword, and, 
having threatened the persons who were present 
and unarmed, went out for five or six soldiers, 
with whom he returned, and arrested and carried 
otV M. do Montfleury, and one of his colleagues, 
M. Laurent-Henin.” This statement is taken 
literally from a letter written on the same day 1^ 
M. Rameau, the mayor ofV crsaillcs, to the governor 
(commandant de phicc). 

Residence in Versailles became so intolerable 
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thi|t iBereral of the inhabitiwts, who were not 
detained by their civic duties, left the town. Some 
who still felt strong enough, joined Chanzy’s 
army. The Governor-General for the north of 
France then issued the following decree :t-- 

“ Ist. Tlie mayors are immediately to draw up 
lists 4}f persons belonging to their communes, 
who being there now are liable according to the 
French laws to conscription, either for the army 
or the National Garde Mobile. 

” 2nd. The mayors at the same time will draw 
up a list of those men in the commune who are 
under forty-six years of age, whether they liavo 
been subject or not to conscription. 

“ 3rd. The mayors must give a copy of these 
lists within a week to the prefects, sub-prefects, 
or functionaries filling their place (military or 
civil). 

“4th. In case of the clandestine departure,, 
or the unaccounted-for absence of any individual 
named in the lists above mentioni d, their parents, 
and guardians, or families, shall be fined fifty 
francs for each absent individual for each day of 
his absence. 

“ Our civil and military authorities will be in- 
structed to make domiciliary search amongst the 
individuals named on the list, in order to insure 
the strict execution of the above orders.’* 
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Tho Prussians, who did not wish to let the in- 
habitants go away, did not either wish them to 
come back. The presence of the King, of the Crown 
Prince, and of Count Bismarck kept them in a 
perpetual state of anxiety, and inspired the most 
extraordinary regulations. If one went outside 
tho gates of the town to see tho aspect of «Paris 
from afar, or to breathe a little fresh air, an hour 
afterwards on returning one was obliged to prove 
one’s identity in order to be able to get home. 
One ran tho risk of bt'iog searched, or taken 
between two soldiers to headquarters at the Place 
du Chateau. 

The cur6 do Montrouilwus conducting a funeral 
to the cemetcrj’ ; the Prussians stopped the pro- 
c(!Ssion, and had the coffin ojKMied in order to make 
sure that it did not contain weaf>ons. A clerk 
employed at one of tho Lycecs who had walked 
behind Count Bismarck, probably without knowing 
tho name of the great man who walked before him, 
was susjiected of intending to assassinate him. 
The clerk was arrested ; luckily for him he had no 
weapon with him. M. de Voigts Rhetz issued 
the following decree : — 

All men over sixteen years of age, iioii-resident 
in the town of Versailles, are warned, if they do 
not wish to subject themselves to immediate arrest 
and severe punishment, to possess themselves of. 



THB LIBSIUTION OF THB 1SRBRITOBT. 167 

ai\jcl oarry on their person a permit to reside, which 
will be granted at the ofhco of the commandant^** 
People lived at Versailles under the rule of the 
sword, unthout extenuation or disguise. There 
were no newspapers but the official organ of M. 
de Branchitsch, the Unian having refused 

to spbmit to the dishonourable r^^gime which it 
was sought to establish. M. de Brauchitsch merely 
demanded the right to have such articles as it should 
please him to have written by his secretaries in- 
serted in the paper. On this condition tlie Uniim 
Lihhale was free to discuss “ French ’* politics. 
MM. Bersot and Scherer would have become 
the collaborateurs of a Prussian prefect. M. do 
Brauchitsch w^as answered thus : “ The Council 
of the Union LUwrale Democrat iqtie, having con- 
sidered the conditions communicated by the civil 
commissioner, has decided that the journal shall 
cease to appear.” There were no French tribunals. 
M. de Brauchitsch had issued an order to the 
tribunal to administer justice “ in the name of 
the Government which is rec ignized by your 
country as well as by all the countries of Europe, 
that is to say, in the name of the Emperor ’* (letter 
dated October 3 1 st) . The g udges had unanimously 
an.swerod that they refused. Consequently the 
Prussians constituted themselves solo judges, 
as they were sole legislators. I'hcy had established 
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a court-martial “ which could inflict no 
punishment but death/' but the commandants, civil 
commissioners, the prefects, and even the police 
inflicted very elastic penalties, viz., fines varying 
from 100 fr. to 50,000 fr., arrests, sentences of 
ten years’ hard labour, of internment in Germany, 
confiscation, &c. &c. Imagination, in this^par-’ 
ticular, when it is wholly free from the tutelage of 
the law, has no limits. 

“ All persons shall be punished with death who, 
not belonging to the French army, and not estab- 
lishing their profession as soldiers by any out- 
ward sign, servo the enemy as spies, mislead the 
Gorman troops when they are serving them as 
guides . . . , damage the telegraph wires, or lines 
of railway ...” (From the Crown Prince’s pro- 
clamation, September 24th). Punishment of death 
also for those who escaped fromPaias in balloons; 
for those at Versailles who corresponded with the 
besieged; for franctireurs who had wounded or 
kiUod, or attempted to wound or kill, a Prussian 
soldier. The German staff* officers absolutely re- 
fused to recognize the franctireurs as soldiers. 
Wlicu they captured them, they did not consider 
them prisoners of war, but tried them for per- 
sonal assault. If no especial accusation could be 
brought against them, they were, for the sole fact 
of having carried a weapon without belonging to 
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tli^ Srenoh army, condemned to ten years’ hard 
labour in Germany. The order, signed by the 
Governor-General, M. Fabrice, is dated January 
ICth, 1871. 

In almost every case the communes to which 
the ** guilty ” belonged also suffered. ** The oom- 
•mungs to which the guilty belong, as well as those 
on whoso ground the criminal action has boon 
committed, shall bo liable to a fine equal to the 
annual amount of their land-tax.” 

Hero is an edifying note on the responsibilities 
of communes, from the Moniteur Prussim (Octo- 
ber 22nd). 

** Yesterday afternoon, while the cannons in the 
direction of Bongival wore thundering, the rumour 
of an attempt on Count Bismarck’s life spread 
through the town. It was said that a ball had Mt 
the Federal Chancellor’s servant as the former was 
in the act of mounting on horseback to go to the 
scene of battle. This rumour, happily for the 
town of Versailles, was quite without foundation. 
Not a shot had been fired, eilL *r at Count Bis- 
marck or his servant, or any of his suite. The 
story may be ranked with innumerable other fan- 
tastic reports which for eome time past have 
supplied the inhabitants of Versailles with topics 
of conversation. 

** At the same time, we think it well to remind 
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the inhabitants of tho town, that, according to Jihe 
Prussian laws and proclamations, the whole com- 
miitio is held responsible for the acts and deeds of 
private individuals, when they are directed against 
the army of the German Government. Thus, the 
town of Etampes has been fined 40,000 frs. because 
tho telegraph wire has been out on its tenitory.* 
The municipality of Etampes, in order to prevent 
tho recurrence of similar acts, has immediately 
established a special service for tho preservation 
of tho telegraph wires.” 

This responsibility often involved other penalties 
than more fines. We must bear in mind the 
“ notice ” that we have already quoted. *‘ If 
500 workmen are not ready at a certain place by 
t<;n o’clock to-morrow, a certain number of those 
present ■will bo seized and shot on tho spot.” 
Quito near Paris we have another instance of 
tho division of penalty as tho Prussians under- 
stood it. 

On October 2 1st the German troops had been 
toraporarily repulsed and driven out of Bougival. 
The Prussians pretended that they had been fired 
upon by the villagers. This might have been the 
case; though what makes it highly improbable 
is the statement of the Moniteiir Prmsien that the 
shots were fired “with aii‘-guns.” Whether the 
aggression was or was not committed, this, accord- 
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ing to the Mmiteur Pnisden was the revenge 
The soldiers* furious at finding civilians taking 
part in the combat, rushed into the houses from 
whence the shots wore fired, and arrested nine- 
teen individuals, who next day were brought before 
a court-martial ad hoc. Two of the men were 
condemned to death. The execution took place 
yesterday, October 24th, at Bougival. The com- 
mune is condemned to pay an extraordinary fine 
of 60,000 fr. The houses from whence the shots 
wore fired on the Gennan troops are to be burnt 
to the ground : thus a few fanatics have plunged 
a whole commune in mourning.” 

One of the inhabitants of Bougival was brought 
to Versailles covered with wounds and taken to the 
civil hospital. Ilis account, taken down by M. 
Delcrot, was not in accordance with that of tlu' 
Monikiir J^rimien. He stated that during the 
fighting some Prussian soldiers had come into his 
house, and had taken him to an adjoining wood 
with about twenty of the villagers. There, with- 
out the least resistance on thei part, without tho 
smallest demonstration of hostility, without their 
having oven said a urord, the soldiers, exasperated 
by tlio retreat of their regiment, fell upon them 
with their swords, and went off leaving them all 
for dead. Tho poor fellow had several deep 
W'ounds in his head. 
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tng to the Mmitmr Prumm was the revenge ; — 
** The BoldierS) furious at finding civilians taking 
part in the combat, rushed into the houses from 
whence the shots were fired, and arrested nine* 
teen individuals, who next day were brought before 
a court-martial ad hoe. Two of the men wore 
* condemned to death. The execution took place 
yesterday, October 24th, at Bougival. The com- 
mune is condemned to pay an extraordinary fine 
of 50,000 fr. The houses from whence the shots 
were fired on the Gorman troops are to be burnt 
to the ground : thus a few fanatics have plunged 
a whole commune in mourning.” 

One of the inhabitants of Bougival was brought 
to Versailles covered witli wounds and taken to the 
civil hospital. His account, taken down by M. 
D<51orot, w'as not in accordance with that of the 
M(r}vilextr Vrumien. He stated that during tlu' 
fighting some Prussian soldiers had come into his 
house, and had taken him to an adjoining wood 
with about twenty of the villagers. There, with- 
out the lea.st resistance on thei part, without the 
smallest demonstration of hostility, without their 
having even said a word, the soldiers, exasperated 
by the retreat of their regiment, fell upon them 
with their swords, and went off leaving them all 
for dead. Tlie poor fellow had several deep 
wounds in his head. 
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The few inhabitants left at Bougiral were to 
quit the village, in conformity with the following 
notice which was posted on the walls, and which 
has been copied word for word : — 

“By command of the tenth division of the 
Prussian array, all inhabitants of Bougival are 
ordered to quit th.is village . The men will obey this 
order at once, to-day, the women and children by 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. All persons w’ho do 
not obey this order will bo punished by military 
law.” They did not alw'ays go through the for- 
mality of a court-martial ad hor in order to shoot 
pcoi)lc. There was a proclamation forbidding 
people to go into the wood of Meudon, and com- 
manding the troops to fire on all those who shoiild 
disobey the order. Another ordei’ed all the male 
inhabitants to retire to their liouses directly the 
alarm for the German army was sounded. “ From 
the moment that the signal for the alarm has 
been given, all inhabitants found in the streets 
will be shot without any form of trial.” 

At Versailles one day the troops were treated 
to a pillage. On January 19th, the landwehr 
poured into the Boulevards of la Reine, Glagny, 
and Montreuil. The soldiers entered the houses 
either with the consent of the inhabitants or 
by force; and broke open the doors of empty 
houses with hatchets. They spent the night 
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Bearclimg from the attics to the oOllars ; all the 
cupboards were opened and emptied. Pictures 
and looking-glasses which could not be carried 
away were broken in pieces. They left the next 
morning, literally bending beneath their burdens. 
Some, who were wise, had got carts into which they 
*heapQd- soap, jam, beer, wood, women’s clothes, 
pots and pans, clocks. One of the soldiers said, 
“Every time that M. Trochu makes a sortie, 
we shall come and break everything in Ver- 
sailles.” 

Two days afterwards the Prussians discovered a 
hiding-place in the barrack of the Rue de la Biblio> 
th^que, where the officers and soldiers of the last 
French regiment had collected all their valuables. 
The trunks were broken open, and they divided 
among themselves the money and jewels down to 
the last article of clothing. 

One of the most astonishing facts, because it. is 
impossible to understand its reason, is the burning 
of several houses at St. Cloud, deliberately sot fire 
to by the German army after .^muary 2Hth, that 
is to say, after the capitulation, without any act of 
aggression or any iufi’acti(»n of the military laws 
as enacted by the Prussiasns, on the part of the 
inhabitants or proprietors of these houses. M, 
Luce, living at 16, Rue Saint Pierre, wrote to M. 
Rameau : “ I was the proprietor of a house which 



174 THE aOVEBKMENT OF M. THIERS. 

• 

I had bought, where I lived quietly after .forty 
years of work. The day before yesterday, 
January 30th, at half-past nine, in spite of the 
guarantee afforded us by the armistice, a horde of 
German bandits, armed with bundles of straw 
daubed the walls and doors with some inflammable 
substance, and now my house is only a he^p of " 

ruins ” M. Hazard, 70, Rue Royale, wrote 

that they had burnt his house, his only property : 

“ this act of barbarism,” he said, “I have the proof 
attested by witnesses, look place on the Mon- 
day after the signature of the armistice.” Lastly, 
the mayor of St. Cloud, M. Senard, a deputy, and 
one of the most distinpfuished members of the 
Paris bar, gives the following details in a letter 
addressed to M. Jules Simon : “ Tlic inquiry 
which I liave held at St. Cloud has proved that 
the Prussians have burnt systematically, one by 
one, more than oOO houses, and that a great many 
of these houses were burnt, either on January 30th, 
as w'ore those of Messrs. Luce and Hazard, or on 
the 31st of January, or the 1 st and 2nd of Feb- 
ruary. 

“ All these fires were lighted by detachments 
of ten men, of whom five carried the instruments 
of dostniction, and five, armed, assisted in the 
execution. I have among the records at the 
town-liall an order dictated by his compassion to 
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a staff officer, whioli is a written proof that this 
destruction was the voluntary work of superior 
authority.’* 

The ratification of the preliminaries of peace 
were exchanged, as we have said, on 2nd March, 
1871. At that time, independently of the pri- 
*8ono{8 of war, many rt'markablo men vrho had 
been carried ofi* as hostages wei’o in prison in 
Germany. All those who wej*o invested with any 
authority during this fatal period, owing to the 
confidence reposed in them by their follow- 
citizens, incurred personal danger. The most 
fortunate got off with irai)risonment, or fines, or 
were obliged to submit to have soldiers placed in 
charge of their goods like bailiffs. Homo wore 
condemned to the disagreeable and perilous office 
of serving as buffers to the German locomotives. 

Those concerned wore infornied of this measure 
by the following notice: — 

** Several damages having been committed on 
the railw'ay lines, the Governor of the third Ger- 
man division has issued an ordc . that the trains 
are to bo accompanied by some of the best known 
and most respected inhaliitants. These persons 
shall be placed on the locomotive in such a 
manner as to make it evident that any accident 
caused by the hostility of the inhabitants will first 
&11 upon their own countrymen.” 
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M. Dauphinot, mayor of Rheims (now a senator), 
was ordered to send a person of consideration 
the next day to the station to take his place 
on the locomotive of the first train. He refused. 
He was told that no excuse would be accepted, 
and that if necessary recourse would be had 
to force. The next morning, he went hipiself' 
and took his place on the locomotive as far as 
Chalons. On returning to Rheims, he summoned 
the council, who applauded his resolution and 
his conduct. A list of volunteers was then 
commenced w'hich in two days obtained eighty 
signatures. 

We have before us and now copy the order 
“ do service ” ad<lressed to M. Warnier, since 
deputy for Rheims and one of the most eminent 
members of the Assembly of 1871. 

** Headquarters, Reims.” (‘ Commandanture ’ 
was the strange barbarism which the Germans 
tried to introduce into the French language 
for * Commandoment.’) 

“ By a superior order, in virtue of a requisition 
from the authorities at Rheims directing locomo- 
tion, — one of the chief inhabitants shall ac- 
company each morning and evening train. Con- 
sequently you are requested to be at the pas- 
sengers’ station to-morrow morning at 6^;, and to 
hold yourself at the disposition of the employ^ 
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wlio is tibere. Military measures - will be resorted 
to in case of absence or unpunctuality. If unfor- 
seen circumstances should, prevent you from 
coming to the station you must immediately in> 
form the governor, adding the word Citi$mne. 

“Rheims, Nov. 8th, 1870.” 

* The mayor of Rheims, M. Dauphinot, who only 
remained by the formal and reiterated order of 
the Prussian governor, was never arrested ; but 
M. Rameau, the mayor of Yersailles was less for- 
tunate. He was the mayor of a royal residence, 
and of the .town which was the head-quarters of the 
army of investment; besides, ho had the misfortune 
to have M. de Brauchitsch for his antagonist. We 
can never sufficiently praise the activity, courage, 
devotion, and consummate knowledge of adminis- 
trative law which he displayed. During those 
terrible five months, we cannot reproach him with 
having uttered a bravado or made a concession ; he 
was unceasingly patriotic, humane, and he unflinch- 
ingly did his duty. 

The council had contracted wit! a German mer- 
chant called Hirschler for provisioning the town. 
The order, which amounted to more than 300,000 
frs., did not arrive on the day fixed by M. do 
Brauchitsch’s requisition. This was not the fault 
of M. Rameau or the council ; the German 
army had arrested the convoy. The delay was 
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its work. Brauchitsch undertook to punisb the 
municipal council and the town for it. He im- 
posed a fine of 50,000 frs. This time the viola- 
tion of justice was too flagrant : to punish the 
French for a fault committed by the Germans I 
The council refused to pay, and M. Bameau was 
put in prison. The whole town was in mourning, 
the more so as they did not know whether this 
arrest was not the prelude to a transportation. Let 
us note a curious detail : the mayor was in prison on 
January 1st, and it was there that the governor, 
M. de Voigts-llhetz paid him his visit of ceremony 
in full uniform. The fine of 50,000 frs. was paid, 
not by the whole town, but by a voluntary sub- 
scription. The readiness with which the sub- 
scribers came forward, proved the popularity of 
M. Rameau and the three municipal councillors 
who shared his captivity. 

Among the French citizens who were transported 
to Gennany, there was one wdiose fate excited 
universal sympathy : this was M. do Raynal, a 
young magistrate, w'ho W'as only guilty of having 
corresponded with his father, who was inside Paris 
and ill. M. de Raynal, vice-magistrate at the 
Tribunal ofV ersailles, occupied apartments beneath 
those of M. de Moltke. M. Stieber, who examined 
him, did not fail to insist on this fact. 

You spy the movements and secrets of the 
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General Commander-in-Chief and send them to* 
your father, who is at the head of the government 
•in Paris.” 

** I assure you that is not the case,” replied M. 
de Raynal. I have only written one letter, which 
was about the health of those who are dear 
to mok My father is not at all at the head of the 
government in Paris, he is first attorney-general 
(premier avocat general) at the Court of Appeal.” 

“You lie! . . . Who contrived to get your 
letter into Paris ?” 

“ I cannot tell you. 1 cannot show my gra- 
titude by denouncing a person who has done me 
a favour.” 

“Nevertheless you must give the name, or 
you will be shot. . . . Will you say the name?” 

“ I refuse.” 

“ If you refuse, it is because there is a secret 
correspondence organized by one of your country- 
men. You will not give the name, but we shall 
know it without your help.” 

“ Then why ask mo ?” 

“In order to give you the only chance of 
saving your life.” 

They called as witness against him, one of his 
colleagues, M. Harel, who showed the same firm- 
ness, and by his courage incurred the same fate. 
They were both transported to Germany, at the 

N 2 
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same time as M. Tbirouz, one of the |K>8tal 
officials, who was condemned for having secretly 
facilitated the interchange of letters amongst 
his fellow-citizens. The Prussian post only con- 
veyed open letters from Frenchmen to Frenchmen. 
M. Thiroux had rendered great services. Mme. 
Tuilier a post-mistress, was condemned to one 
year’s imprisonment for the same offence. 

At Strasburg seven persons who had formerly 
been employes of the French post-office, and of 
whom one was the post-mistress at Molsheim, were 
brought before a court-martial as guilty of continu- 
ing to exercise their functions after the German 
conquest. The post-mistress was sentenced to a 
year’s imprisonment and a fine of 200 thalers, 
two postmen to six month’s imprisonment and a 
fine of 50 thalers, and the others to smaller 
''^punishments. We might record many instances 
o f the courageous devotion of post-office officials. 
Miidlle. Dodu, who has since received the cross 
of Lhe Legion of Honour ; M. Lefeburo, a post- 
office .clerk at Saint-Germain, put in prison at 
Versailles ; Madlle. Wipper (now Madame Nau- 
mann) poat-mistress at Seutheim, who was im- 
prisoned for refusing to distribute the enemy’s 
letters ; M. Bouber, the postman at Fenestrange, 
who several times risked his life, &o. 

» One of :he staff of the Journal des DebatSt 
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M. d’Alauz, was very near being sent into 
Germany. He was prosecuted for a rough 
draft ci au article, written before the invasion, 
and which he had not even sent to the paper. 
He was kept in prison from December 23rd 
until February 2nd. A long letter Written by 
*him tip M. D£lerot is full of the most interesting 
and most harrowing details. It ends thus : — M. 
Budde” (the German commissioner who had 
examined him) “ had me brought into court on 
the morning of February 2nd, and said, ' AU is 
over in Paris and I have to announce to you that 
no further steps will be taken in your case. You 
are even saved from transportation to Germany, 
which was the intention of the superior authorities 
(haute police) in the case of your acquittal.* ” 
Transportation to Germany was inflicted on thp 
most futile and various pretexts. Sometimes it 
was a mayor or municipal councillor who was hold 
responsible for a fault committed without his 
knowledge, and by a foreigner, but on the territory 
of the commune : sometimes it w<xs a patriot con- 
demned for not choosing to be the instrument of 
Prussian vengeance. Most of these were persons 
of note : Baron Th^nard, a' member of the Insti- 
tute, M. Yoisin, who was afterwards pr^fet de 
police. Doctor Thomas, who heard when he was 
in prison at Magdeburg of his election as deputy 
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for Bbeims, t-wo other doctors at BWms, M. 
Hanrot, M. Brabant, etc. 

Neither the capitulation of Paris nor the signa- 
tures of the preliminaries of peace softened the 
Germans. On February 12th they still made arrests 
at Versailles. On the 13th the municipality was 
required to proceed to the cleaning of the ban^ks.'^ 
“ The cleaning must commence to-day at two 
o’clock, or a severe punishment will be inflicted.” 

At length the hour of deliverance which had 
boon so ardently longed for arrived. Versailles, 
which was to bo the seat of the French Govern- 
ment, was evacuated on March 12th. “ They are 

in a hurry to see my back,” said Count Bismarck. 
He was surprised at this, and even hurt. 

Several thefts were committed at the last. 

The Prussians parried off the clocks, which are 
more common in France than in Germany, because 
wo have chimney-pieces w'hich have almost always 
a clock on them, whereas the Germans have only 
stoves. Lieutenant de Zeruicki, of the police, by 
way of setting a good example, loaded a cart 
with clocks, objects of art, china, linen, and 
women’s garments ; in a word, he dismantled the 
house in which he had lodged. The porter, named 
Dunou, tried to oppose this pillage, as was his 
duty ; but he was beaten, wounded by two sword- 
cuts, and thrown into the prison of Saint-Piore. 
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Th« signature of peace did not deliver all Qur 
departments. For many of them the Qerman 
occupation succeeded the invasion. 

During the war the enemy divided that part of 
France which it had conquered into four general 
governments established at Strasbnrg, Kanoy, 
^heiips, and Versailles. The following, according 
to the official German press, are the resources 
and popiilation of these governments. We must 
consider the population as only appimimative. 
For instance the department of Vosges had in 
1869, 400,000 inhabitants: in 1872 it had 
392,988. In the document from which we quote 
it is put down as 418,998 in 1871 : — 

“The Government of Stras- 
burg consists of portions 
of the departments of 
Meurthe and Moselle with inhabitanta. 

about ... . 519,291 

Of the department of Bas- 
Rhin .... 588,970 

Of the department of Haut 
Rhin .... 530,285 

1,638,546 

“ The Government of Lor- 
raine consists of the remain- 
ing portions of Meurthe and 
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Moselle with about 

Of Meuse 

561,252 

301,653 

Of Vosges 

418,998 

Of Haute-Sa6ne 

317,706 

Of Haute>Mame 

259,096 

“The Government of Ehcims 

1,858,706 

• 

consists of the department 
of Aisne .... 

565,023 

Ardennes 

326,864 

Marne .... 

390,809 

Soine-et-Manie 

354,400 

Aube .... 

261,951 


1,899,047 


** Lastly, the head Government 


of Versailles was at first 
composed of the departments 
of Seino-ot-Oise . 

555,727 

Oise 

• • 

401,247 

Somme . 

• . 

572,640 

Seine-Inferieure 

Havre) 

(without 

692,768 

Eure-et-Loire . 

• 

290,753 

Loire! 

• 

337,110 



2,850,272 


“ But by an imperial decree, 
dated February 7th, it was 
increased by the following 



THB IIBEUATION OF THB TJUtBlTOUT. 185 
depaiianents and their popu- 


lations : — 

Inbablta&to. 

A part of Ome 

800,000 

Eure 

. 394,467 

Sarthe . 

. 466,619 

Indre-et>Loire . 

. 326,193 

, Loir-et-Cher . 

276,767 

Tonne • . 

372,689 

Seine 

. 100,000 


2,233,626 


The document from which we are quoting 
concludes thus : — 

“The total number of French who are at 
the present moment under German govemmont 
amounts to 10,276,198 inhabitants, not counting 
those parts of the departments of Doubs, Jura, 
and the C6te d’Or, where, according to the first 
article of the convention, dated Januaiy 28th, 
1871, the line of demarcation still remains to bo 
drawn. Therefore, more than a third of Franco 
is occupied by the German arnu ;s.“ 

There are some mistakes in these Prussian osti* 
mates. The numbers are generally exaggerated. 
On the other hand, in reckoning up the figures 
which they give, we arrive at a sum total of 
10,480,195 inhabitants, instead of 10,276,198. 
Anyhow they are right in their general con- 
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elusion : the Germans occupied a third of Fsance. 
According to the convention of February 26th, 
immediately after the exchange of ratifications, 
their army was to evacuate the departments 
of Calvados, Orne, Sarthe, Bure-et-Loir, Loiret, 
Loir-ot-Cher, Indre-et-Loir, and Yonne, contain- 
ing 2,837,062 inhabitants and the departments of* 
Seine-Inf^rioure, Eure, Soine-et-Oise, Seine-et- 
Marne, Aube, and the C6te d’Or, up to the left 
bank of the 8einc. Adding the population of 
the departments which were partially liberated 
to those wliich were wholly evacuated, we may 
say, that at the ratification of the treaty of peace 
at least 4,000,000 Frenchmen regained their 
country. After the final signature to the treaty, 
and the payment of the first half milliard, the 
d('partmcuts of 8omme, Oise, and the remainder 
which was still occupied of Seine-InfiSrieure, 
Seino-et-Oise, Seino-et-Marne, and Seine, were to 
bo liberated, which would bring up to 5,600,000, 
the total of French inhabitants freed from the 
presence of the Pnissians. Finally, after the 
payment of two milliards, the Germans would 
only occupy six, the departments of Marne, 
Ardennes, Haute-Mame, Meuse, Vosges, Meurthe, 
and besides the district of Belfort, the whole 
consisting of a population of about 2,200,000 
inhabitants. 
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%et US bear in mind that there urere two dia- 
tinot classes, one consisted of those departments 
which Germany considered as belonging to her, 
which she intended to annex, and in fact did 
annex, that is to say Alsace and Lorraine : the 
other consisted of those departments which she 
loocupied by right of war, and only during the war. 
After the definitive treaty which put an end to 
the war, sho evacuated a great many of the 
departments, which then re-entered the French 
family ; the others were evacuated in proportion 
as France paid the ransom by an arranged series 
of payments. But the departments which thus 
remained in the hands of our creditors were 
no longer, strictly speaking, invaded ; they were 
occupied ; occupied as pledges and as territorial 
guarantees for the payment of a debt. Accord- 
ing to Article 8 of the preliminaries of peace 
they were still under the Prussians, who were to 
govern them, to collect the taxes, and to administer 
justice. 

The first thought of the G< vemment of the 
Kepublic was to restore to these unhappy de- 
partments our laws and our administration, thus 
reducing the army of occupation to its true 
character, that is to say, the r61e of brokers in 
charge. The Germans gave a helping hand. 
They were equally anxious to get rid of the 
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administration and the police, and to restore'them 
to us. They took care to protect their inter^ts by 
hard and humiliating reservations. This was the 
object of the convention of March 15th, 1871, 
containing the following terms : — 

“ Convention for carrying out the Armistioe. 

** Art. 1. Although the right to administer the' 
occupied territories has, by Article 8 of the pre- 
liminary treaty, been reserved to the German 
authorities until the conclusion and final ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of peace, nevertheless the 
German authorities consent that the departmental 
and communal administration, including the care 
of public safety, and the maintenance of order in 
those departments occupied by German troops, 
shall, after the ratification of the present agree- 
ment be handed over to the French authorities 
on the conditions hereinafter mentioned. 

“Art. 2. The French Government may re- 
instate the prefects, sub-prefects, mayors, and 
other administrative agents, with the powers 
which are given them by law. 

“ On its side the German authorities will place 
near the ofBcer in command (chef du corps), or 
wherever they may think necessary, civil com- 
missioners, who will have superior jurisdiction in 
all that concerns German interests. 

“ The French functionaries are requested to 
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(M^orm to those measures which the cinl oom- 
misaoners consider advisable on the subject. 

“Art. 3, The French tribunals will resume 
their functions as well as the justioes of the 
peace and magistrates. The police will bo re- 
organized. 

** Ifevertheless a state of siege» with all its con- 
sequences will be maintained by the Gkirman 
authorities in the occupied departments. 

“ Art. 4. In accordance with the prescriptions 
of Article 8 of the peace preliminaries, all French 
administrative authorities must conform to those 
measures which the ofi&oers in command shall 
think necessary for the safety, maintenance, and 
distribution of the troops. 

Art. 5. In tho case of the interests of these 
latter being compromised between this date, and 
the final ratification of the treaty of peace, the 
German authorities reserve to themselves the right 
of cancelling all or part of the rights conceded to 
the French authorities in Articles 1, 2, and 3.” 

It is evident that this convention only established 
French administration under the orders, and at 
the good pleasure of the Gorman Government. 
They burdened oiu* Government, and its agents of 
all degrees, with an overpowering responsibility, for 
order had to be maintained, and the dignity of the 
fVench administration preserved at a time when it 
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seemed almost impossible. The (German * yoke 
weighed more heavily than ever on the ad- 
ministration, but oH it only. M. Thiers and his 
ministers laboured hard to procure this great relief 
for the people. 

The convention was signed at Eouen by M. 
Fabrice, and M. Pouyer-Quertier, and is dated 
March IGtb, 1871. 

An agi’eemont which was annexed regulated the 
taxation. The French Government recovered the 
right to collect the taxes, not in virtue of a con- 
cession from the German authorities, but by the 
sole fact of the ratification of the preliminai*ies. 
They agreed that the French Government should 
undertake the arrears which might still bo duo up 
to the day of the ratification, with the exception of 
their remedy against the departments and com- 
munes. Several of the Prussian preh^cts had 
made most exaggerated estimates of the indirect 
taxes ; at Versailles they had assessed them at 
one and a half times the amount of t he direct taxes ; 
in other places they had exacted the payment of 
a sura of 25 francs, and even 50 francs per head. 
Article 7 of the agreement stipulated that a sum 
equalling the amount of the direct taxes should 
be hold to represent that of the indirect taxes, and 
Article 8, that in those departments where a poll 
tax of from 25 to 50 francs had been levied, that 
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portion which was paid after February 26th, and 
which exceeded a sum equalling the direct taxes, 
should be returned. No collection even of the 
arrears of taxes could henceforward be mnde by 
the French Government, which bound itself to 
take the place of the German Government within 
'five ^ays of the signature. 

The definitive treaty of peace signed May 10th, 
1871, altered none of those conditions, which re- 
mained in force till the total liberation of tlie terri- 
tory. Only one of the articles of this treaty (Article 
8) had reference, not to the relation of the French 
authorities to the Gmnians, but to the collection 
of the t axes. It said that — “ If in spite of the 
reiterated demands of the Gorman Government, 
the French Government be beliind-hand in ful- 
filling its obligations for the maintenance of the 
German troops, the 8oldier.s shall have the right 
to procure for themselves what is necessary, by 
levying taxes and requisitions in the occupied 
departments, and even outside those if their re- 
sources are not sufiicient.” i'his was about 
equivalent to a threat of resximption of hostilities ; 
but the case provided for by Article 8, never 
occurred, and the vigilance’ of t he French Govern- 
ment anticipated all causes of dissension, and even 
serious claims. 

The occupied departments, therefore, began to 
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resume their French appeariuice» so to speak^fn&t 
March 16th, but with a continuance of the state 
of siege, and with the presence of the Germans, 
armed with a very effective right of control over 
the French administration. The prefects and 
mayors accepted this position with courage, the 
inhabitants with joy. 

Independently of the difficulty of the German 
troops living side by side with the French popu- 
lation, the maintenance of the army of occupation 
was an inexhaustible source of dispute. All 
details relating to this great affair had been regu- 
lated by a convention signed March llth, and 
known, under the name of the Convention of 
Fon’i?TC8, of Tvhich the following are the chief 
characteristics. 

Up to January 1 st, 1872, the German military 
administration would undertake to food the army 
of occupation at the exj)enso of the French Govern- 
ment. All requisitions were forbidden. The 
French Government to pay 1 franc 75 cents for 
each ration of food, and 2 francs 50 for each ration 
of fodder to October 1 st, and 2 francs 25 cents 
from October Ist to December 31st. After Jan- 
uary 1st, 1872, the French Government should 
itself feed those German troops who still remained 
in France, under elaborately enumerated condi- 
tions set forth in the convention. They should. 
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in-order to exercise this right, inform the 
German (Government of their intention before 
October Ist, 1871. The notice was not given. 
The prices were certainly very high; but M. 
Thiers shrank from the difficulties of a daily 
dispute with the German authorities as to 
(Quantity and quality. We should have roulti> 
plied causes of strife almost indefinitely, and 
means would have been found, by dint of ex- 
aggerated requirements, to take from us the 
benefit of our intervention. It is needless to 
say that the amount to be paid for rations was 
calculated on a scale in proportion to the evacua- 
tion, as the evacuation was scaled in proportion 
to the payments of the indemnity. Before 1st 
October the first loan had been subscribed with 
groat ease; the revenue was coming in satis- 
factorily; wo had ourselves paid the Germans 
1 milliard 450,000,000 ; and we wore preparing to 
pay another milliard and a half at tlio end of 
October. In face of these finds, M. Tliiers felt 
con%'inced that he sliould be able •) anticipate the 
payments, and consequently to obtain the removal 
of the army of occupation long before the time 
agreed upon in the treiities ’and conventions. 

The rations for food and fodder were not the 
only burdens which the presence of an enemy 
on her soil imposed upon France. In the six 
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departments which were to be evaooated last 
(Marne, Ardennes, Haute-Mame, Meuse, Vosges, 
and La Meurthe), each town or village, which was 
occupied by at least a battalion, a squadron, or a 
battery of artillery, had to furnish, according to 
the terms of the convention, all the military estab« 
lishments required by the troops, with the neces- 
sary furniture, and firing, and lighting according 
to the Prussian regulations, i.e. — 

Lodging for the officers ; 

Lodging for the troops ; 

Guard-houses ; 

A drill-room (sallo do disciplinf') ; 

Workshops for the workmen belonging to the 
corps ; 

Clothing-stores ; 

Offices for the officers of the corps, and the ad- 
ministration ; 

Regimental schools ; 

An infirmary ; 

SAvimining-baths, if there is any watercourse 
sufficiently deep ; 

A covoTOd riding-school, if there is one, or else 
an open one ; 

Shooting-ground for infantry and cavalry prac* 
tice ; 

Painde-ground ; 

Provision and fodder stores ; 
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The necessary space in the slanghter-house, in 
a bakery, and in a forge. 

. The troops first took up their quarters in public 
buildings, or buildings especially hired for them. 
If those were not suiSciont, they were quartered 
on the inhabitants with “ 2 >/n<’e au feu ef d la chan* 
de/fo,”*accoi'ding to the traditional formula. 

Finally, the French Government had to procui*o 
at its own expense for each garrison or corps, a 
furnished wanned and lighted room, where the 
officers could meet in the day, and take their meals 
together. They also had to supply a kitchen. 

If, owing to any manoeuvres which the troops 
had to make, it was necessary to establish bivouacs, 
the French Govoruraont had to furnish the straw 
and wood required. Any damage done to the 
fields would bo paid for by the Prussians at the 
valuation of experts who would bo appointed by 
both parties. If the hiring of carts and horses 
which might be required by the German troo[)S for 
conveying provisions or ammunit .•ni came to more 
than forty centimes for each draught-horse per 
kilometre (nothing being allowed for the return 
journey), the fact should bo. verified by the muni- 
cipal authorities, and the French Oovemmont 
would have to pay the surplus. Then followed 
several stipulations with reference to the ambu- 
lances. “ Such invalids as cannot be removed 

o 2 
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whom the German army shall leave either now or 
later, in the evacuated departments, shall be main» 
tained at the expense of the French Government 
until they can be removed.” 

The convention then fixed the price of silver for 
international relations. The thaler was to 
worth 3 fr. 75 c. ; the German florin 2 fi^. 15 c. 
It authorized the ro-establishmont of the tele- 
graph wires, giving the employes of the German 
telegraph, in the chief towns of the depart- 
ments, the right of control with regard to 
the contents of the telegrams, and the order of 
their transmission. OSicial Gennan despatches 
were sent gratis, as those of our own Government, 
and w'ore given the preference. Besides, the Ger- 
man wires remained intact, and were kept up at 
our expense. The German postal service was 
continued ; w'e could re-establish ours, on condi- 
tion that it was subject to the control of the Ger- 
man authorities, and transmitted gratis the private 
correspondence and remittances of money and 
articles for all members of the army of occupation. 
The last article of the convention stipulated that 
there should be no duty paid on the merchandise, 
arms, and articles of clothing and equipment 
destined for the German army, and addressed to 
the military commanders of this army. 

These were the regulations to which part of our 
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departments had to submit until the whole of our 
debt was paid off. The number of the troops and 
the quantity of rations to be supplied would 
decrease, in accordance with the payments made, 
in the following proportion ; — 

At the time of the convention, wo had to pay 
for 5(^,000 rations of food, and 150,000 rations of 
fodder. 

After the ratification, and the payment of the first 
half milliard, the amount decreased progressively to 
150,000 rations offood, and 50,000 rations of fodder. 
Four weeks after to 150,000 rations of food, and 

30.000 of fodder. 

A fortnight after the payment of the first 

500.000. 000, the food-rations were reduced to 
120,000 ; they fell to 80,000 after the payment of 

1.500.000. 000. Finally, after the payment of the 
first 2,000,000,000, Franco had only to pay for 

50.000 food-rations, and 1 8,000 rations of forago 
per day, being equal to a contribution of 132,500 
francs a day, or 3,975,000 francs a month, over and 
above our other burdens. 

It may be seen from hence what the government 
of occupation was which followed the government 
of invasion ; less rigorous,.yet oppressive, and per- 
haps more humiliating, because it was by consent. 

During the debate of Juno 8th, 1871, M. Thiers 
implored the deputies to give confidence to the 
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country by banishing every element of discord 
from their deliberations. 

“ By this means, the only one in your power, 
you can restore confidence to industiy, reawaken 
and renew it, and so turn into another channel 
those who blindly rushed into civil war. 

. “ We have enormous burdens, burdens greater 
than France has ever yet had to bear ; we must 
face them. 

“ The first thing we have to do is to provide 
th6 means nectissary to obtain the liberation of 
the territory. 

“ Gentlemen, no one can appreciate the full 
meaning of those words, ‘ lilx'ration of the terri- 
tory,’ who is not entrusted, as are my colleagues 
and myself, with the affairs of the country at this 
momen|. 

“ These words contain, in the first place, 
dignity ; for a groat nat ion like France, which has 
a past of which it is proud, to see a powerful 
foreign array close to its gates, is a grief which 
oppresses me daily, from which, gentlemen, I 
suffer daily, and which deeply humiliates my 
w'liolo soul. 

“Yes, dignity; but it is of suffering dignity 
that I spesik. Ah, if you but ’ knew the details ! 
Not to be able to order a single movement of the 
troops, a singk' movement of war-material, with- 
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out bding obliged to have recourse to the will of 
a stranger t To be afraid that at anj moment 
some high'Spirited and imprudent young man, 
moved by the most generous feelings, may pro* 
voke a collision — and it is not without reason, it 
is not idly that I tell you this, — ^to deliver up 
Frenolnnen whose only fault is that of being 
imprudent from excess of patriotism and courage, 
to give them up in order to avoid giving birth to 
the most dangerous conflicts, this is a grief which 
weighs upon us daily. 

** And this is not all : in order to save our 

9 

population the cruel suffering of a foreign occu* 
pation and the overwhelming burdens which it 
brings, we have been obliged, with your approval, 
to negotiate a treaty with the German army. 
You know what is the custom : a victorioim^ army, 
either sojoiunung or in retreat, has the right of 
living upon the country which it occupies or 
passes through, that terrible right of victory to 
which we are forced to submit. We have been 
obliged to make agreement that we would our- 
selves maintain the Gorman arny.” 

When M. Thiers spoke thus, it was not, as at 
the end of the occupation, only six departments 
which were occupied and for which we had to pay 
132,500 francs a day. We had to furnish daily, 
until the paymrat of the first half-milliard, 500,000 
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provision-rations, 150,000 forage-rations, eqbal to 
1,125,000 francs per day, or nearly 84 millions 
per month. Even after the payment of the first 
half-milliard, our expenses were at the rate of 
391,600 fiancs per day, 11,745,000 francs per 
month. 

Besides this, foreign produce having, free 
entrance into our country, and the presence 
of the foreign army facilitating all manner of 
frauds, we could not raise our indirect taxes. 
The tax on tobacco brought in nothing, or next to 
nothing ; and although south of the Loire the tax 
was maintained nearly as it had been before the 
war, there was a deficit of 400,000,000 francs in our 
receipts. It has been seen that under the system 
of requisitions every Prussian soldier had a right 
to five«cigars a day. When rcqiiisitions were 
done away with and replaced by a sum of money, 
tlie German administration, not finding a suffi- 
cient supply in our exhausted factories, sent for 
enormous quantities of tobacco from Germany, 
which entered duty free, and passed, in part at 
least, into general consumption. 

The terrible situation of our country might be 
f^gravated any day, either by great events, or 
by the most trivial incidents. The consequences 
of great events could surprise no one ; thus the 
insurrection of the Idth of March retarded the 
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evactuition of tbe territoiy ; this was to be expected. 
The (Germans pretended to believe that the issue 
of the conflict was doubtful; they proposed to 
interfere to bring it to an end. They knew that 
M. Thiers would refuse their help with indignation, 
but without failing in courtesy, and while even 
' maiqjbaining towards him all outward forms of 
respect, they gave him to understand that if the 
civil war should bo prolonged, they would be 
obliged in their own interest to break the truce. 
It was plain to them and to all the world that in 
the situation in which we then were, wo could 
not dream of raising a loan and beginning to pay 
off our debt. Besides, they might be obliged, 
almost against their own will, to uso their cannon. 
The world had then before it the strange spectacle 
of three armies enclosed within a narro\w circurn 
ference, two of which, the French army and t!»> 
army of the Commune, wore cutting one another’s 
throats, while the third, the Prussian army, stood 
by motionless, but armed. A mistaken aim, the 
error of a patrol, might brit g about a general 
conflagration. M. Thiers was perfectly sure of 
the prudence of his own officers, but the greater 
number of the officers of the Commune knew 
nothing about their business, and many of them 
were incapable of calculating the consequences of 
a rash aggression. M. Jules Favre said in the 
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tribune during the sitting of the 13th of May» 

** We have been forced to make daily, repeated 
efforts to preserve the sad but precious privilege 
of doing our own business for ourselves.” 

Some idea may be formed of the daily relations 
of our Government with the Prussians by the 
perusal of the following despatch, addressed to ‘ 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 2l8t of 
March, 1871, by M. de Pabrice, commanding 
oflBcer of the army before Paris. 

“ In view of the events which have just taken 
place in Paris, and which give no assurance of 
the carryitig out of any future agreements, the 
commanding officer of the army before Paris 
forbids all ap])roach to the lines before the forts 
occupied by us, demands the re-cstoblishment 
within twenty-four hours of the telegraph-wires 
destroyed at Pantin, and will treat the city 
of Paris as an enemy, if the proceedings there 
again contradict the peace-preliminaries ; this will 
entail the forts occupied by us opening fire.” 
At the same time that the Government was re- 
ceiving those menacing letters, the Germans put 
a stop to the evacuation, they increased the 
strength of their garrisons at certain important 
strategical points, and gave general orders to 
suspend the return of prisoners. 

These difficulties occurred several times over. 
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in mrious forms, daring the oourse of the civil 
war. The Commune had armed the ramparts, 
which was contrary to the most formal stipular- 
tions of the convention of the 28th of January. 
The Germans several times announced to M. 
Thiers that they were going to summon the 
* insurgents to withdraw their cannons ; both M. 
Thiers and M. Jules Favro represented to them, 
that if they made such a summons without effect, 
they would then find themselves obliged to inter- 
vene in our quarrel by force of arms. They did 
not leave off repeating this threat to the very end. 
M. Jules Favre encountered it on the 20th of 
May, the eve of the exchange of ratifications, in 
the mouth of Count Bismarck. “ Confess,” said 
the Chancellor of the Empire to him, “ that wo 
have the right a thousand times over to employ 
rigorous measures. You are not struggling 
against a party, but against a horde of brigands 
who have violated the laws on which all civiliza- 
tion is based. Can we look on with folded arms 
while public monuments are • 'verthrown, private 
property destroyed, the Archbishop perhaps mur- 
dered? Our abstention is already incomprehen- 
sible ; we can only promfise it to you for a very 
little while, and even then without binding our- 
selves.” M. Jules Favre telegraphed this decla- 
ration to M. Thiers. He immediately received 
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the following reply, which reached him at hoon 
on the 21st May. It exactly describes the situa- 
tion as a whole. '* Let Count Bismarck make his 
mind quite easy,” said M. Thiers. “The war 
will be brought to an end in the course of this 
week. We have made a breach on the side of 
Issy. The work of enlarging it is going on at * 
this moment. The breach at La Muette is begun, 
and is well forward. We shall undertake another 
at Passy and at Point-du-Jour. Our soldiers are 
working under fire, and but for our great battery 
of Montretout such boldness would be impossible. 
But works of this kind are subject to so many 
accidents that we cannot assign a fixed term for 
their accomplishment. I entreat M. de Bismarck, 
in the name and for the sake of order, to leave to 
us the repression of this anti-social brigandage, 
which has established itself in Paris for a few days. 
To act otherwise would be to occasion irosh 
injury to the party of order in France, and conse- 
quently in Europe. Trust the matter to us, and 
within the week the cause of social order shall be 
avenged. As for our prisoners, I sent you word 
this morning what w<ere the proper points of 
arrival: it is too late to have recourse to sea- 
transport. The cadres of the regiments are all 
ready at our inland frontiers, and the prisoners 
on arrival will be enrolled in them immediately. 
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We* shall not wait for them, however, before 
taking action, but they are a reserve, ready 
in case of need. A thousand affectionate re- 
membrances.” This despatch, and the pressing 
arguments of M. Jules Favre, half convinced 
Count Bismarck, and made him pause; he still 
saidi however, “ Wo can bind ourselves to 
nothing.” 

At last came the telegram announcing 
victory : — “ The army is in Paris. The corps 
of General Douai is making its entry at this 
moment. The corps of Generals Ladmirault and 
Clinchant are moving up to follow him. Wo hold 
the Trocadero, the Arc do Triomphe, the Ecole 
Militaire.” 

Even the defeat of the insurrection did not put 
an end to the apprehensions caused us by the 
Prussians. In consequence of a mistake, easy to 
understand, Marshal MacMahon’s troops had es- 
tablished their outposts at twenty-five paces from 
the German lines in the neighbourhood of Bainay, 
Lilas, and Romainville. Nov s of this came to M, 
Jules Favre from Berlin. It was on the 16th of 
June, the day of the triumphal entry of the Ger- 
man army into the capital of the empire. In the 
very midst of this military fiSte Count Bismarck 
wrote the following despatch : — “ I am informed 
through the reports of our generals that your 
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soldiers are occupying the ground reserved for 
our troops in the zone of Rainay, of Lilas, and of 
Romainvillo. I have the honour to warn your 
Excellency that if they do not immediately retire 
within their own lines, our troops will attack them 
this veiy day, at mid-night.” 

Such was our position. *• 

It may bo considered as certain that if the 
Prussians had boon led by the civil war to resume 
hostilities they would have treated with the 
Emperor. They did not disguise the fact. They 
said with undeniable sincerity that it mattered 
little to them whether we had a Monarchy or a 
Republic, but they added that they could only treat 
with a Republican government on the condition 
that this government was legally constituted, 
everywhere recognized, and sovereign in the 
country. M. Thiers negotiated inch by inch. The 
discussion between the two Governments was full 
of surprises. Whilst the gravest questions were 
being negotiated on either side, there arose an 
incident which in any other circumstances would 
have been insignificant, but which endangered the 
whole affair. The definitive treaty was, however, 
successfully concluded during the insurrection, an 
unhoped for success which was entirely due to 
the talent and fiimness of M. Thiers’ govern- 
ment. 
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Hie treaty was signed at Frankfort on tke 
10th May, 1871, by MM. Jules Favre, Pouyer- 
Quertier, and De Gkmlard for France, and Counts 
Bismarck, and Arnim for Germany. The rati- 
fications also were exchanged at Frankfort on 
the 20th of the same month. 

CQunt Bismarck, founding his opinion on the 
character of the French people and on the im- 
mensity of the sacrifices imposed on us, liolieved 
that while submitting for the present to the exi- 
gencies of the situation wo should only seek to 
gain time in order to prepare secretly for our 
revenge. It needed all the authority and all the 
talent of M. Thiers, admirably seconded by M. 
Jules Favre, and by M. Pouyer-Qucrtior, to con- 
vince him of the sincerity of the Government and 
of the National Assembly. They succeeded at. 
last; but it was still more difficult to got him tf. 
admit that we should have power to carry out our 
resolutions. Our plenipotentiaries fought down- 
right battles with him to obtain the continuation 
of the evacuation ; but on ‘his point ho was 
inexorable. Ho consented to make the treaty 
of peace, but on condition that the army of 
occupation should remain among us until the 
end of the civil war. Terrible wore the sufierings 
which the leaders of the Commune imposed upon 
the invaded departments, heavy the burden that 
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they laid upon our exhausted treasury. If’t^e 
Commune had been prolonged, it would havo 
turned France into a second Poland. 

The treaty of the 10th of May contains eighteen 
articles. 

The first article related to a new delimitation of 
the frontiers. Germany ceded to us a few cantons ' 
in tho district of Belfort, and took a few others 
on the borders of Alsace-Lorraine by way of com- 
pensation. Our plenipotentiaries held with reason 
to the importance of not allowing Belfort to 
bo a fortress enclosed, in a manner, by the 
enemy’s territory. But as they had to give in 
return several places which had been declared 
French in tho preliminaries of peace, they would 
only consent to make of this first article the 
enunciation of a double proposition destined to 
form, if it was adopted, the basis of a definite con- 
vention of exchange. 

Here is the text of the first article : — 

“ Tho distance between the town of Belfort and 
the frontier-line, such as it was first proposed at 
the time of the Yersailles negotiations, and such 
as it is found marked out on the map annexed to 
tho ratified deed of the preliminary treaty of the 
2Gth of February, is considered as marking the 
measure of the circumference, which, in virtue of 
the clause relating thereunto in the first article of 
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tlie preliminary treaty, ought to remain to France 
with the town and fortifications of Belfort. 

” The German Government is disposed to enlarge 
this circumference in such manner that it shall 
comprehend the cantons of Belfort, Belle, and 
Giromagny, as well as the westera division of the 
Tontine canton, lying west of a line to be traced 
from the point where the canal between the Bhone 
and the Rhine comes out from the canton of Dollo 
south of Montrcux-le-Chdteau, up to the northern 
border of the canton between Bourg and F41on, 
where this line should join the eastern border of 
the canton of Giromagny. 

“ The German Government will not, however, 
cede these above-mentioned territories except on 
condition that the French Republic shall on its side 
consent to a rectification of frontier along the 
western borders of the cantons of Cattenom anil 
Thionville, which shall leave to Germany the ter- 
ritory east of a line starting from the Luxembourg 
frontier, between Hussigny and Redingen, leaving 
to France the villages of Thil a ’d Villerupt, pass- 
ing on between Erronvillo and Aumetz, between 
Beuvillers and Boulange, between Trioux and 
Lomoringen, and joining the old frontier-line 
between Avril and Moyeuvre. 

“The International Commission mentioned in 
art. 1 of the preliminaries of peace shall assemble 

VOI>. 11. p 
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on the spot immediately after the exchange o£ 
ratifications of the present treaty, to carryout the 
task entrusted to it, and to trace out the new 
frontier in accordance with the preceding stipula- 
tions.” 

Tlie piece of territoiy on the borders of Luxem- 
bourg ceded by this article contains rich mining’ 
districts ; by this cession we made our frontier- 
relations with the Grand Duchy more difficult and 
less secure ; and lastly we had tho sorrow of caus- 
ing the expatriation, and this time voluntarily, of 
a largo number of French citizens. Strategical 
considerations had determined the Government, 
and determined the Assembly also to accomjdish 
the exchange. A stronghold would not be suffi- 
cient to close tho gap of Belfort ; thanks to tho 
annexed tonitoiy wo should henceforth possess 
on tho cast a reJil and solid frontier. The super- 
ficies of territory ceded to Germany by this article 
is 10,1)00 hectares; population, 7000. Superficies 
of territory restored to France, GOOO hectares ; 
population, 27,000. ,, 

Article 2 lays down that tho inhabitents of 
the territory ceded to Germany, that is to say, the 
inhabitants of Alsace-Lorraine, who might choose 
to remain French citizens, should continue to 
possess their real estates situated in the territory 
annexed to Germany. ** By means of a declara- 
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tion*made before the competent authority, they 
shall enjoy tbe right of removing their domicile to 
France, and of taking up their abode there, with- 
out any interference with this right from the laws 
concerning military service.’* 

Articles 3 and 4 relate to the arcluves of the 
ceded territories, and to tho sums expended on 
various accounts by the departments, communes, 
public establishments, and private persons. 

By virtue of article 6, it is agreed that tho two 
nations shall enjoy equal rights in all that con- 
cerns the navigation of the Mosello, the canal 
between the Marne and the Khine, the canal 
between the Rhone and the Rhine, the canal of 
the Sarre, and the navigable waters communi- 
cating with these waterways. The right of wood- 
floatage to be maintained. 

Article C has for its object to bring all the 
ecclesiastical delimitations of tho different denomi- 
nations into agreement with the new political 
situation. 

Article 7 is very important; it regulates tlie 
payment of the 5,000,000,000. 

According to the preliminary treaty of peace, 
we were bound to pay 1,000,000,000 in the course 
of the year 1871, and the 4,000,000,000 remain* 
ing had to be paid off by the 2ad of March, 
1874. 
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These two stipulations are maintained. ' 

1,000,000,000, therefore must be paad in 
the course of 1871. France must sJso pay 

500.000. 000 in the thirty days which should follow 
the re-establishment of the authority of the French 
Government in Paris. 

Another 600,000,000, making the fourth, had 
to be paid by the Ist of May, 1872. Thus, by 
this date of the 1st of May, 1872, France would of 
necessity have paid 1,500,000,000 for 1871, and 

600.000. 000 for 1872. 

The three last 1 ,000,000,000 were to bear interest 
at 5 per cent., dating from the 2nd March of the 
current year (1871). This interest to be paid 
annually, on the 3rd March. All sums paid in 
advance on the last three milliards to cease to 
bear interest from the day on which payment 
should have been made. 

The payments could only be made in the chief 
commercial towns of Germany, and were to con- 
sist of metal, gold or silver, in Bank of England 
notes. Bank of Prussia notes, notes on the Boyal 
Bank of the Netherlands, notes on the National 
Bank of Belgium, in bills to order, or in first- 
class bills at sight. 

As may be seen, notes of the Bank of France 
are not included in this enumeration. An agree- 
ment, dated the 21st May, 1871, authorized the 



TUB UBEBATION 07 TEB TBBSIT0B7. 218 

FreiMi Government to pay in Bank of France 
not^, but for this time only, a sum of 125,000,00(1. 
This concession was made on the double condition 
that the 125,000,000 should be entirely paid up 
before the 15th of June, that is to say, a fortnight 
before the date fixed by the treaty of the 10th of 
‘May,/md that an equal sum of 125,000,000 should 
be paid in the sixty days following the date fixed 
for the payment of the first 500,000,000. 

To return to the analysis of the treaty of peace 
and of article 7. Paragraph four determines the 
rate of exchange. “The German Government 
having fixed the value in France of the Prussian 
thaler at three francs seventy-five centimes, the 
French Government accepts the exchange of 
moneys between the two countries at the above- 
mentioned rate.” 

Paragraph five says that “ the French Govern- 
ment shall inform the German Government three 
months in advance concerning every payment 
which it intends to make to the treasury of the 
German Empire.” The necosj :ty of giving warn- 
ing three months in advance occasioned us great 
loss. It was afterwards modified in a manner 
&vourable to our interests, but we never could 
obtain an authorization to pay in the sums as a 
running accoimt. 

Paragraph su^ laid down that after the payment 
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of the first 500,000,000 and the definitive Vati- 
fication of the treaty of peace, the departments 
of the Somme, the Seine-Infdrieure, and the Bure 
should be evacuated. According to the terms of 
the preliminary treaty, this first evacuation was to 
include the departments of the Oise, the Seine-et- 
Oise, the Seine-et-Mame, and the Seine as yell ; 
but the proclamation of the government of the 
Commune determined the Prussians provisionally 
to continue the occupation of these four depart- 
ments. This was, as it were, the gift of joyous 
accession from this fraternal and democratic 
government, inaugurated in Paris during the day 
on the 18th March. “The evacuation of the 
departments of the Oise, Seine-ct-Oise, Seino-et- 
Marne, and tlie Seine, shall take ])lace,” says tim 
article, “ as soon as the German Government shall 
consider the re-cstablishment of order as well in 
France os in Paris sufficient to ensure the execu- 
tion of the engagements contracted by France.” 
A seventh paragraph adds that this evacuation 
shall in any case take place on the payment of the 
third 500,000,000, the German plenipotentiaries 
holding with reason that the payment of a sum 
total of 1 ,500,000,000 would be the most formtd 
demonstration of the establishment of oi*der in 
France. 

“ Paragraph eight. — ^The Germain troops, in the 
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intefest of tlieir safety, sliaU have at thdr 
disposal the zone situated between the German 
line of demarcation, and the precincts of Paris, 
on the right bank of the Seine. 

“ Paragraph nine. — ^The stipulations of the 
treaty of the 26th of February relating to the 
'occupation of territory after the payment of the 

2.000. 000.000, shall hold good. None of the 
deductions which the French Government may 
hereafter have a right to make can be exercised 
with regard to the payment of the first 

500.000. 000.” 

Article 8 recalls and upholds the convention of 
llth March, 1871, called the convention of For- 
ri^res, relating to the maintenance of the Gorman 
troops. According to the terms of this convention, 
requisitions in kind were done away with, and in 
their place our government paid for rations of fou<! 
and fodder, first at the. rate of 500,000 rations of 
food, and 150,000 of fodder fcr diem; then four 
weeks after the ratification of the treaty of peace 
and the payment of the first ..alf-milliard, at the 
rate of 150,000 rations of food and 50,000 rations 
of fodder. But article 8 of the definitive treaty 
of peace specially subordinated these reductions to 
the evacuation of the forts round Paris, which 
could be retarded by the Germans until they 
should consider that order was sufficiently estab* 
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lished. In fact, the Paris forts on the right hank 
of the Seine were not evacuated until between the 
12th and .the 21st September. We had paid the 
first halfomilliard by the 15th July, 1871. The 
reduction of the number of rations ought to have 
commenced by quarters fi*om this time and to have 
been completed by 15th August, according the' 
4th article of the convention of Ferrieres ; but it 
did not begin for more than a month later, after 
the evacuation of the last forts round Paris in 
virtue of article 8 of the definitive treaty of peace. 
(St. Denis was evacuated the 20th September.) 

Article 9 prolongs for six months from March 
Ist the exceptional treatment then accorded to the 
importation into Franco of the industrial products 
of the ceded territories. 

Article 10 relates to the return of the pri- 
soners. Until the evacuation of the forts on the 
right bank of the Seine, the army of Paris and 
Versailles shall not exceed 80,000 men, and the 
French Government shall not concentrate any 
troops on the right bank of the Loire. 

Article 11 decides that commercial treaties , 
between France and the different German States 
having been annulled by the war, the two Govern- 
ments shall take as a basis for their commercial 
relations reciprocity on the footing of the most 
jTavoured nation. 
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Afticle 12. — ^The war will change nothing, 
either as to residence, property, naturalization, 
nor legal delays in the position of Germans in 
France, and of Frenchmen in Germany. 

Article 13. — German ships, which have not 
been condemned by the Prize Court before 
'2nd ^arch, 1871, shall be restored with their 
crews. 

Article 14th. — Each Government on its own 
territory shall continue the works undertaken for 
the canalization of the Moselle. 

Article 16. — The two governments undertake 
respectively, to cause to be respected and to keep 
in order the tombs of soldiers buried in their 
respective territories. 

Articles 15, 17, and 18 are mere formal articles. 
Then follow the additional articles relating to 
the Eastern Railway Company. The French 
Government will buy back and give up to the 
German Government the concession for the rail- 
ways situated in the ceded ])rovinces, with their 
property and plant, for the sum of 326,000,000 
francs. 

The third and last article of this additional 
convention was for the augmentation of the teiri- 
tory round Belfort by the addition of the follow- 
ing villages: — Rougemont, Laval, La Petite Fon- 
taine, Bomagny, F41on, La Chapelle sous Bouge- 
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mont, Angoot, Vanthiermont, La Rivilrd, ^ 
Grange, Reppo, Fontaine, Frais, Foossemagne, 
Cunolieres, Montreux-le-Chateau, Bretagne, Cha- 
vannes-les-Grandes, Cbavanattes, et Soarce. 
When the National Assembly was called upon to 
ratify the definitive treaty of peace, daring the 
debate on the 1 8th May, 1871 , the followingyrordl 
wore said by M. do Meaux, the reporter, which 
will also be the verdict of history : “ Two things 
appear incontcstible and evident ; they are, that if 
the foreigner came down upon us nine months ago, 
it was the Empire which brought him ; and if he 
still remains near Paris, it is the Commune 
which keeps him.” 

According to article 7, § I of the treaty of peace, 
the first half-milliard should be paid within the 
thirty days Avhich followed the fall of the Com- 
mune. This payment, like all the others, was to 
bo made with the securities enumerated in the fifth 
paragraph of the same article. We Ixavo said, how- 
ever, that by a special agreement made at Frank- 
fort the 21st May, and by undertaking to pay in 
anticipation another sum of 125,000,000 of the 
second half-milliard, the French plenipotentiaries 
managed to gain acceptance, but for this time only, 
of 1 25,000,000 in the Bank of France notes. This 
sum was paid in three instalments, i.e. 40,000,000 
pn June Ist, 40,000,000 on June 8th, and 
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45*000,000 on 15th June. The Treasury effected 
these payments out of the disposable balance of the 
loan of 1,330,000,000 made to it by the Bank of 
Prance. If we add to this 125,000,000 the 

325.000. 000 for the purchase of the concession of 
the Eastern Railway by tho Germans, we shall see 
that l^ie remaining proportion of tho indemnity 
(two milliards) to be paid by 1st May, 1872, was 
reduced to one milliard 500,000,000. It was in 
order to meet this payment of three half •milliards, 
and the different expenses involved in tho loan and 
operations of the treasury, in order to pass these 
sums from the French to the German exchequer, 
that the debt for two milliards was contracted ; a 
loan of three milliards being eventually required to 
complete the payment of the debt. The bill for 
the loan of tAvo milliards was brought before tht' 
National Assembly on the 20th Juno. 

At this date we had a deficit of G-l<9,000,000 for 
the year 1870, and a deficit of 987,000,000 for tho 
six first months of 1871 (from the Ist January to 
20th June). This last figure is obtained from a 
comparison of the expenses paid, (two milliards 

647.000. 000) with the receipts, amounting after 
different subtractions and additions to one mil> 
hard 660,000,000. In all wo had a deficit of 

1.636.000. 000 for the two years 1870-71. 

The Bank having lent us 1 ,330,000,000, we had 
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only 806,000,000 to find. These 806,000, dOO 
were added to the floating debt, which was very 
small, being only 650,000,000. 

This situation in itself was good; and more 
especially so when we take into account the 
general state of affairs. 

Now here is a short account of the expenses 
we had to incur. We had to rebuild many ruins 
both in Paris and in the departments; to pay 
indemnities to those who had suffered from the 
war ; to repair our lino of defence ; to reconsti- 
tute the army. We had also to bear the expenses 
of the army of occupation, expenses which at the 
time of the loan exceeded a million a day, but 
which would bo reduced to about three quarters 
after the evacuation of the forts round Paris. 
Lastly, we had to pay from the 2nd March of the 
current year interest at the rate of 5*/, for the 
three last milliards of the indemnity. 

We had borrowed 1 ,330,000,000 from the Bank 
37e reducible. We wnshed to increase and in fact 
did increase, our debt to it to 1,500,000,000. 
The Bank, which lends to the public at 6°/^, lent 
to the State at 37* in 1871, and at in the fol- 
lowing years, because the State had, by an act 
passed 29th December, 1871, authorized it to in- 
crease its issue, from a maximum of two milliards 
,-^,000,000, to two milliards 800,000,000, and by 
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articTe 4 of the act of 15th July, 1872, (the law 
authorizing the loan of three milliards,) to three 
milliards 200,000,000. We could not ask the 
Bank for more than one milliard 500,000,000. It 
bore this burden easily, for the notes suffered no 
depreciation from it; but we could not hare 
exceeded this amount without risk, and the 
State is as much interested in its prosperity and 
credit as the Bank itself. Wo therefore appealed 
to the publio for the larger part of the loan, and 
as it was necessary to deal carefully with the 
publio and to try the strength of the State, we 
began by a loan of two milliards in Jime. 

The loan was issued at 57o» in order to leave 
less margin to the creditor. 

Estimating the interest for the now loan at G*/,, 
the annual increase of interest on the debt in con- 
sequence of the war amounted to 350,000,000. 
It consisted of : the Magne loan (under the em- 
pire) 30,000,000; the Tours loan, 15,000,000; 
for military pensions (we had taken the military 
funds), 10,000,000; for the Bank, 15,000,000 
(1,570,000,000 borrowed at 17»)> for the railways 
(the repurchase of the Eastern), 16,000,000; for 
the loan of two milliards (at 67«), 120,000,000; for 
the interest of the last three milliards (at 57J, 
150,000,000. 

We must add that these arrears of interest on 
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the last three milliards were paid to the Germans ; 
that they were owing from 2nd March; that the loan 
destined to cover the capital was necessarily issued 
at O’/o* like the first loan (the one of two milliards), 
which would increase the “Rente” by I"/,* and 
that, thanks to the prohibition put upon our pay- 
ing on running accounts, we should find oujBselves 
compelled to pay, sometimes 57o to the German, 
and sometimes G'/o to the French creditor, on the 
dame capital. In short, at first it appeared that 
we must reckon on 400 to 420 millions for fresh 
expenses. 

Tho unforeseen disclosed itself by degrees ; 
claims to indemnity for damages flowed in. From 
420 millioms wo went to 488, then to 650, and 
finally to 740. The revenue of Franco amounting, 
according to tho most trustworthy estimates, to 
from 15 to 1 7 milliards ; this terrible increase in 
our expenditure was not more than we could bear. 

The law was passed unanimously by 547 voters 
on 20th Juno, 1871. It was promulgated the next 
day. The loan was opened to public subscription 
on the 27th. It produced 2,225,094,045 francs, 
which were to be paid in seventeen instalments, 
i. e. the first on application and the sixteen others 
monthly from fllst August, 1871, to November 
21st, 1872. The loan was subscribed more than 
ttrioe over, and those who applied had only 457* 
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of their application allotted thorn. It might have 
been feared that there would bo a difficulty in 
getting the calls paid up. This was a point of 
capital importance, for we were bound to make our 
payments at fixed and frequent times, which were 
near together. M. Thiers had reckoned that the 
subscsibers would wish to anticipate their pay- 
ments, and ho was not mistaken, for the seven 
first instalments out of the seventeen (including 
the payment on application) yielded 1,750,418,000 
francs. 

Let us say at once that the loan of three 
milliards has produced still more rcm.arkable 
results. It amounted really to throe and a half 
milliards, for the Finance Minister was authorized 
to take the sum necessary to meet those arrears 
which w’ould be due in 1872 and 1873, and tii 
cover the expenses of the loan as well as those of 
discount, exchange, transport, and negotiation. 
The issue of thn?e and a half milliards was 
subscribed more than twelve ti’-ies over. In two 
days (28th and 20th July) the world offered 
France the loan of a capital of forty-two milliards 
G41 millions. The loan, quthoiizod on July 1 5th, 
1872, and opened to public subscription on the 
28th, yielded 3,498,744,639 francs to be paid in 
twenty-one instalments, the first on application 
and the others monthly from the 21st September, 
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1872, to April, 1874. The subsoribersT &id 
already paid at the end of December, 1872, in five 
instalments (counting the payment on applioati(^'),' 
the sum of 2,130,868,000 francs. They paid again 
in January, 1873, the sum of 234,650,000 francs. 
When the last payment of the indemnity was made 
to Germany in September, 1873, there, only 
remained to be paid up 451,283,000 francs of the 
loan 3^ milliards. And on the 30th July, 1874, 
only 7,136,000 francs. 

The great difficulty was doubtless to find the 
milliards ; and this difficulty was triumphantly 
surmounted by M. Thiers. But the operation of 
paying the money, when once they had got it, into 
the German treasury, was still more difficult. 

It was a question of passing five milliards from 
one country to another, without disturbing the 
economic balance of the world. This demanded 
a consummate knowledge of business, great care, 
the most minute attention to detail. The success 
obtained by M. Thiers, and the Finance Ministers 
who succeeded him, in this difficult operation, has 
been complete, and although it is less striking in 
the eyes of the general public than the success of 
the loan, it argues a far higher degree of those 
qualities which make a great financier. M. L6on 
Say goes so far as to say, in a very learned and 
interesting report laid on the table of the assembly. 
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5^ *Auga8ty 1874, that **the toansferenoe of a 
capital of 5 milliards from France to Germany 
without a crisis, is a fat^ which has only become 
probable by its accomplishment.** All M. Thiers* 
friends have often heard him repeat that tiiis 
operation was his chef-d*(BUvre, He has himself 
Vritton an account of it, wliich will form part of 
his posthumous works. 

In the payments made to Germany, the notes of 
the Bank of France amounted to 125,000,000. 

The repurchase of the East- Tman. 

em Railway 325,000,000 

French gold ...... 373,000,000 

French silver 239,291,875 

Making a total of . . . 1,062,291,875 

The rest was paid in legal tender {mimerair^) 
and foreign securities. The operation was then 
especially a Stock Exchange operation. The sub- 
scriptions to the first loan yielded 213,000,000 
francs, and the subscription:;' to the second 

389.000. 000 francs in foreiga bills {eJiang&t 
^trangerfi). The ulterior successive payments on 
the first loan yielded 186,000,000, and on the 
second 985,000,000 in bills, so that in these two 
transactions the treasury received 1 milliard 

773.000. 000 franca in foreign securities. The 
guaranteeing syndicate, on its side, furnished 
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700.000. 000 in foreign bills. One miHi^ 

774.000. 000 were bought on the market ; that is« 
one milliard 78,000,000 for the first part of the 
payment, that of the two milliards, and 697,000,000 
for the second and last pmt of Ihe payment, that 
of the three milliards. These figures do not 
include the assets which gave rise to remittencecr 
in specie, for instance those from Hamburg. 

The French treasury employed four means of 
collecting those foreign securities, amounting to 
120,000 different kinds, firom notes for less than a 
thousand francs up to draiights for more than 

5.000. 000 

The first consisted in facilitating the first sub- 
scription to foreign loans, or, what comes to the 
same thing, the payment by foreign securities of 
the subscriptions made in France. 

The second, analogous to the first, consisted in 
facilitating the anticipation of payments to be 
made abroad or made in France by means of 
foreign securities. 

The third was the agreement made by the 
treasury with a syndicate of the great banking 
houses in Europe, guaranteeing to furnish 

700.000. 000 in foreign bills. 

Lastly, the fourth, and the principal, was buying 
them direct on the market. 

A still greater difficulty than that of contract* 
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ing*tiie loans and operating the payment ■was that 
of increasing the taxes in n^ssary proportion, 
and securing their collection. The operators 
tried this several lames, and these hesitations are 
easily accounted for. First, they did not know 
tin later the precise amount they needed. Then 
they encountered, both in the Chamber and in the 
country, an insurmountable repugnance, which 
obliged them to change their tactics. The first 
plan agreed upon was brought before the Assembly 
by M. Pouyer-Quertier on June 12th, 1871. We 
will only give the details of those taxes which 
were increased or created. 

Rboisteaiion and Stamp Duties. 


A double dedvne on the rights 
of registration for difierent 
products .... 
A double decime on stamp 
duties .... 
Duty on foreign personal 
property after decease 
Repressive duties and re- 
gistration of leases . 

Fire and shipping insurance 
duty . , . • • 

Newspaper-stamp duty 

Total . 


Francs. 

.31,000,000 


15,500,000 

5,000,000 

15,000,000 

15,000,000 

8,500,000 


Q 2 


90,000,000 
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Customs. 

Q r 

Net produce of the tRzes and new additional 
taxes. 

Additional tax on foreign 

Fniics. 

and colonial sugar . 

14,000,000 

Coffee .... 

20,000,000 

Petroleum oil . . . 

10,000,000 

Textile fabrics . 

70,000,000 

Raw material and others 

100,000,000 

Manufactured materials 

10,000,000 

• • • • * • « 

15,000,000 

Navigation .... 

5,000,000' 

Total . 

244,000,000 

Indirect Taxes. 


Additional tax on sugar 
Additional tax for the right 
of transport of wines. 

19,000,000 

cider, &c. 

Additional tax on the duty 
on the general consump- 

16,000,000 

tion of brandy and spirits 

68,000,000 

Additional tax on beer 
Additional tax on the 

4,500,000 

licence for public-houses . 

6,000,000 

Additional tax on playing- 

• 

cards, tobacconists, &c. . 
Suppression of the tobacco 

1,600,000 

Zones ei dScimes 

20,000,000 
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• \ FnuEiot. 

Match tax .... 10,000,000 

Taxon the manufacture of 
paper .... 10,000,000 

Tax on chicory . . . 5,000,000 

Total . . 149,000,000 

Post-Opfiob. 

Revision of the printing- 

tariff .... 5,0005000 

General total for registration, 

stamps, customs, indirect 

taxes, and Post-Office . 488,000,000 

The Government, as we have already said, 
was obliged to remodel these estimates several 
times. 

Besides, the sum of 488,000,000 was far from 
sufficient. At the time that the Government 
brought forward this motion, they knew neither 
the amount of debts contracted during the war, 
which the War Minister was obliged to sanction, 
nor the amount of the indemnify for the depart- 
ments which had been invaded, which was voted 
later, nor the sums that they would have to repay 
to the soldiers drafted off 'for immediate service. 

On 12th June they asked through M. Pouyer- 
Quertier for 488,000,000, and the same minister 
stated on 14th September, that he miist have 
no less than 650,000,000 of fresh taxes. The 
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truth is, that this last sum was exceedra by 
nearly 100,000,000. The receipts yielded by 
the taxes, or supplementary taxes, created by 
the National Assembly, amounted in these latter 
years to 740,000,000. 

The Chamber, the Government, the country, 
were resolutely determined to meet all their engage- 
ments, and to withdraw from no sacrifice. All 
wore a^leed on this point, but on this point only. 
When it had become a question of ways and 
means, there were profound and irreconcilable 
divergencies of opinion, which were maintained 
with stubbornness, sometimes with violence. 

It would have been better to have made a great 
effort, to have cut the whole difficulty by some 
single and considerable measure. That would 
have been a thousand times better than having 
recourse to a quantity of small taxes, aggravating 
details, doubtful experiences, to a system of 
chicane and expedients. It would have been 
easier to bear a great wound than this agony of 
pin-pricks ; and such a wound would have been 
easier to cure. Unhappily the Assembly was 
not able to have recourse to this unique remedy ; 
such a policy was too strong for it. Divided 
and subdivided, with little men and long 
intrigues, it was not made to act on a grand 
scale. 
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it possible to procure all the neoessaiy 
revenue by one single act ? Yes, oertainly ; we 
might have chosen one of three alternatives ; — 
Additional eentmes, a duty on raw material, m 
iucome tax. 

Beoourse to " additional centimes,'* is a com- 
mon .expedient; it consists in augmenting all 
the established taxes in the desired proportion. 
This would have been short and simple. The 
people would have paid, in spite of the enormity 
of the tax. 

This solution was expected. It had amongst 
other merits that of simplicity. It is generally 
wiser to augment an old tax than to create new 
ones. All new taxes appear unjust, unnatural, 
tyrannical ; they entail abuses ; they are subject 
to misconstruction, and provoke anger. In ask- 
ing for an increase of the taxes already established, 
the Government would only have had to justify 
the amount of its requirements ; but no theory, no 
party struggle — no divisionof schools. Itwas much 
canvassed in the country ; buu no one proposed 
it in Parliament. The two other systems were 
discussed. M. Thiers had from the very first a 
great tax in reserve, wkich he regarded as the 
only one which was capable of getting us over 
the difficulty, one which, in his eyes, was as fair 
as any tax could be ; which did not crush our in- 
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dustries, because while it simultaneously incrWsed 
their prices it preserved the national market for 
them ; this was the increase on the customs 
duties, called, in the current phraseology of the 
Chambers and the Bar, the duty on raw material. 
The partisans of free trade, who felt that to 
escape the duty on raw material, they mugt put’ 
something in its place, proposed the income tax. 
It became almost a daily struggle on these ques- 
tions in 1872, and the commencement of 1873. 
We know the result, the income tax was not ac- 
cepted ; the tax on raw material was voted, but 
against the grain, with unsatisfactory conditions, 
in insufficient proportions, and the remaining 
deficit was filled up by petty taxes on soap, 
chicory, matches, &c., &c. An interminable 
and insupportable list, which has in reality sub- 
divided the difficulty, but which was far from 
decreasing it. 

M. Thiers, who all his life had been an avowed 
protectionist, had immediately turned his atten- 
tion to the customs. Even before the signature 
of the peace preliminaries, he announced his in- 
tention of seeking the larger part of the war 
expenses in an increase of the customs tariffs. 
There was a decided majority opposed to this 
system in the Assembly. In the oabinet, M. Jules 
Simon, M. Dufaure, M. do Larcy, M. Casimir Pe- 
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rier^ and M. de fiemusat, who were in the govern- 
meat together or auco^sivdy, did not share the 
views of the Chief of the Executive on this head. 
The quarrels which had filled the first months of 
1870, and which had been interrupted by the war, 
recommenced with the same bitterness, because 
*of tl^p interests involved. This struggle, which 
was as old as commerce and industry, had assumed 
large proportions after 1S60. We can still recall, 
though eighteen years have passed, the sensation 
produced in Prance by the commercial treaty with 
England, a treaty of which we only learned the 
existence at the end of January, 1860, by Queen 
Victoria’s speech to her Parliament. This act of 
Imperial despotism, which disposed of our in- 
terests without consulting us, or even warning 
us, was met by all the friends of parliamentar} 
government with violent and unanimous opposi" 
lien. But though all the liberals were united in 
condemning the form of the treaty and the 
clandestine and autocratic manner in which the 
affair had been carried out, the greater part of 
them agreed, as to the principle, with the Em- 
peror and his ministry. The treaty which had 
been concluded was not quite a free-trading one; 
but by an extensive lowering of the customs 
duties, it made considerable progress towards 
free-trade. The school of free-traders, co ns i s tin g 
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at that time in !EVance almost ezolnsiTely of 
theorists, was transformed by this striking 
adhesion on the part of the Government, and 
became a great party, which in 1870 was still 
increasing. In the violent debates which took 
place in the Corps LSgislatif, M. Thiers, ably 
seconded by M. Pouyor-Quertier, was the chief o^ 
the protectionist party, M. Bouher, M. Forcade de 
la Eoquette, members of the Government, and 
M. Jules Simon, speaking on behalf of the Left, 
defended free-trade. It was no longer possible 
to revive the discussions of those principles in 
1871, to recommence the debates of 1860, of 
1866, and 1870. M. Thiers himself no longer 
thoorizied ; he limited himself to pointing out the 
positions of all our great industries, and the neces- 
sity of providing them with markets in the country; 
the enormous debts which weighed upon us, and 
gave our rivals a fresh advantage over us ; the 
certain, considerable, and immediate returns from 
this tax, which he looked upon as our principal 
resource. As he knew that all the Left with few 
exceptions professed the doctrines of Free>trade, 
that the members of the ** Appeal to the 
People Association,” were pledged by their ante- 
cedents, and that most of the representatives of 
the wine-growing departments would be on the 
' same side, he took care to protest that the act 
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shoOld never be anything but an act forced on 

them by circumstances, a law of necessity ; that 
they would be free to recur, after the long and 
severe crisis which they must needs pass through, 
to the discussion even of the prinmples of taxa- 
tion. His adversaries took the same line. They 
only,made objections as to the details of execution, 
of which the following was not the least impor- 
tant. Supposing even that the yield of the duty 
on raw material was not counterbalanced by a 
general decrease of our business, and restrictions 
which, in revenge, our neighbours would not fail 
to impose on the exports of our commodities and 
manufactured products, what was wanted and 
what M. Thiers asked with reason, was, for 
immediate revenue ; and yet he wanted to impose 
a tax which could only be levied after the de- 
nunciation and expiration of the commercial 
treaties, that is to say, for the greater part in 
1878. M. Thiers asserted that the tax on raw 
material was the only one n hich could immedi- 
ately and with a certainty of success be made to 
yield millions by hundreds. The Free-traders 
offered him in exchange the income tax, which 
supplies the defioiencios of the budget in England, 
and which, according to them, was the most fair 
tax, because it was the only one which was strictly 
proportionate. 
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There was much i^k in the press* if not in the 
Assembly of preferring a tax on capital to a taxon 
income. These two taxes* although different* and 
even opposed in their incidence, were bot^ in- 
tended to establish an exact proportion between 
resources and sacrifices* and to bring unity to 
our financial system. * 

It was admitted by his opponents* that M. Thiers* 
who was always on the breach, showed a thorough 
knowledge of business and untiring energy in the 
debates. His chief argument against the income 
tax might be summed up thus : — this tax is 
quite right in theory; in practice it would be 
iniquitous. It is quite fair that every one should 
pay in proportion to what they receive, but ono 
can never know the income and expenses of each 
individual. There are merchants and manufac- 
turers whose income cannot oven be ascertained ; 
there are secrets which cannot be revealed. It 
would necessitate a controlling department which 
would become an Inquisition, and a judge who 
might sometimes be a political enemy. To estab- 
lish such a system, in a country divided as ours, is 
to put the fortune of the party who is in opposition 
at the mercy of the party who is in power. In 
this bitter and irritating struggle, M. Thiers often 
won the victory, if to win votes when one has not 
yterod convictions can be called winning. He 
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to his mtimates, ** I shall let them debate 
upon and reject all the other taxes, but when it 
oomes to the duty on raw material they will be 
obliged to give in.'* They consented in fact, as 
we have said ; although not for that reason, but 
because he resolutely made it a government 
measure. But the tax which was thus voted with 
innumerable restrictions, extenuations, and ob- 
stacles, only covered a small part of our new debt, 
and we were obliged, in spite of all, to fall back 
on the crooked ways and small means. The only 
valid reason given by M. Thiers, namely, that this 
tax would get us over our difficulty, was thus fal- 
sified by events. 

It became, therefore, necessarily, a sort of hunt 
for commodities which could be taxed. These 
debates on fi^sh taxes to be created and old estab- 
lished ones to be augmented lasted as long as the 
Assembly itself. And they will be continued in 
succeeding Assemblies so long as the enormous 
burden which weighs upon ks has not been liqui- 
dated. Some taxes are easilv collected, and yield 
good results ; others make a much smaller return 
than was anticipated, or are so burdensome, or 
have such a disastrous influence on trade, that by 
a sort of public demand, they are obliged to be 
withdrawn or modified. For a long time to come 
jPrance will resemble that martyr who was turned 
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and re-tumed on his gridiron, nnder the pretext 
of allaying his sufferings. The National Assembly 
continued to vote fresh taxes in proportion as 
fresh requirements made themselves felt. They 
imposed a supplementary duty of more than 

40.000. 000 on patents ; a double duty on receipt 
stamps, 24,000,000 ; indigenous, foreign, and colo- 
nial sugars which were at first only taxed at 

33.000. 000, 64,000,000, &c. &c. : they taxed the 
most necessary articles : wax-candles, soap, cocoa, 
pepper, salt meat, all species of transport, goods 
by passenger or luggage train, passengers, trans- 
port of wines, &c., all commercial and private 
transactions, cheques, bills of exchange, sales of 
good-will and transfer of custom, transmission of 
securities to bearer, income from all personal pro- 
perty, either in France or abroad. 

The list is long and painful, a veritable mar- 
tyrology; by and by it will be one of our titles 
of honour. 

Besides the aggravation of the burdens of 
the tax-payers, and of the difficulties of the 
treasury, this system of having recourse to 
petty taxes will make their reduction more 
difficult. We see this already, for, owing to the 
amelioration in the returns of the old taxes, 
the reduction has commenced ; though it is 
^e that it has only commenced on a very 
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fimlklT scale. At the oommenoement of 1877) a 
minister proposes by way of reduction the sup- 
pression of a small tax, the tax on soap. Before 
the measure is voted this minister is overthrown 

a political crisis. His successor re-establishes 
the tax, and proposes in place of its suppression a 
diminution ; for he says we must look to the future. 
It is as if he were to say that the treasury should 
never let go its prey when it has once seized it. 

We recognize in this the history of the deeime 
of the war, which was levied indefinitely after 
the peace. Of course there is no denying that it 
is easier to increase a reduced tax than to re- 
establish one which has been suppressed. 

When the income tax had definitely succumbed, 
and the insufBciency of the customs duties began 
to be perceived, the deputies gave free scope to 
their imaginations to find taxable commodities. 
The repurchase of the railways was proposed, 
a tax on books used in commerce, on the 
amount of business, an e^tornl tax, two loans, 
one of two milliards, the othei of one milliard 
600,000,000, to be subscribed under peculiar and 
novel conditions ; a national subscription, a sub- 
scription among the womed of France ; sumptuary 
taxes, which were ridiculously insignificant, taxes 
on looking-glasses, on pianos, on perfumery, &c. 
Some of those taxes which were disdained at first 
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were afterwards voted, such as the stamp dutf on 
receipts, which is easily collected and yields good 
results. Other taxes which were voted without 
difficulty, such as the match-tax, gave rise to 
dispute when put into practice. Among this mass 
of propositions, did the Assembly choose the best ? 
It would be rash to affirm that it did, and still 
more rash to affirm the contrary. The essen- 
tial point is that after all the treasury has up to 
the present met all its engagements; and that, 
however Franco may set to work to establish her 
revenue, no one in the whole world has the 
slightest doubt as to her solvency and her solidity. 

The eight milliards that wo have paid in two 
years have shown our wealth, and given in- 
contostible proof of the validity of our engage- 
ments. This financial disaster, without equal in 
liistory, has had as a result the increase of our 
credit. 

Towards the end of 1871, not only was M. 
Thiers reassured as to pur financial position and 
the payment of the indemnity ; but the strength 
of our credit, which had been proved by the 
double loan and the eagerness of the subscribers 
to take it up even in anticipation, the security of 
our financial operations .with Germany, whicb 
were accomplished, contrary to all expectarion, 
without any other disturbance than a passing 
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monetaiy oriski of very little importance, which 
the Bank easily quieted*t>y an issue of small notes 
{c<Mpures) i the ease with which the revenue was 
collected, in spite of the additional taxes and new 
duties, the internal calm which the country was 
enjoying, all this series of fortunate events, and 
the wise conduct of affairs rendered the libe- 
ration of the territory certain. This was the 
ardent wish of all patriots ; it was most especially 
that of M. Thiers, who knew that wo could not 
look upon peace as definitely secured until the 
last man of the army of occupatiou had quitted 
French soil. It was useless for him to negotiate 
at Berlin and make successful loans ; the smallest 
incident, the imprudence of a child, the blundering 
of a subaltern, a misunderstood order, might open 
up the whole question again. The country only 
saw the diflSculties as a whole; the government 
had to deal day by day with the unforeseen, the 
absurd, and the unlikely. In this there was a 
groat anxiety, a great humiliat'ou, and a source 
of constantly recurring alarm. 

To give an idea of the anxieties of the Govern- 
ment, and the reasons which made it an imperative 
duty for them to hasten the evacuation by all 
means in their power, we will limit ourselves to 
quoting a passage from a letter to M. J ulos Simon, 
written some time afterwards by M. Jousserandot, 

VOL. II. . E 
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a prefect whose devotion to his duty during those 
sad days was above all pt^se. Towards the end 
of October, 1871, a German soldier from the gar- 
rison of Epemay, having been wounded with a 
knife, very likely in soine tavern brawl, the com- 
manding officer had decreed that all the inhabit- 
ants were to be in their houses by eight o’clock, 
and that the doors of the houses were to remain 
open and the lights burning all night ; this with 
threats of tenible penalties in case of disobedience 
to these orders. The Mayor, M. Blandin, went 
to Versailles and to Nancy ; he saw M. Thiers, 
M. do ManteufFel, M. do Saint-Vallicr, who was our 
negotiator, and who managed to relievo the town 
form the regime of terror that was in force. 

“ Some time after,” says M. Jousserandot, ** in 
this same town of Bpernay, a German soldier 
was stabbed, the wound was very slight. The 
mayor (it was still M. Blandin, now deputy for 
the department of Marne), went to the sub- 
prefect, who summoned the captain of gendar- 
merie, and the three went together to the German 
governor. They told him that he must not hold 
the populace responsible for a personal action; 
that they themselves would find out the culprits, 
and deliver them up to him; for whoever had com- 
mitted such an act had wronged his fellow-citi- 
jsens far more than the Germans, and was wholly 
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ttBdeserving of pily. The goverror was mollified 
bj this prooeeding, and did not resort to the 
measures that he had inflicted on the town the 
first time. The guil^ man was arrested and 
given over to the German authorities, condemned, 
I believe, to one month’s imprisonment in a Qer* 
man fortress, and every one approved. 

** Now this feet was nothing in itself,” continued 
H. Jousserandot, ” but it happened at a most 
critical time. It was precisely at this moment that 
M. Thiers was negotiating with Berlin and Nancy 
for an anticipated evacuation of the territory. 
So, as soon as he was informed by. me of what had 
occurred, he showed such imoasiness that I sus- 
pected something of the greatest importance. In 
announcing the facts to him, I had told him that 
they would give rise to no disagreeable conse- 
quences. I kept him hourly informed of all that 
passed at Epemay, and I hourly received despatches 
from him, which seemed to be turning a mere 
tavern brawl into an affair of state. I was soon 
able to write to M. Thiers that it was all settled. 
But, remembering the first affair, which had been 
the cause of so much trouble, ho could not believe 
that this could be terminated so soon, and I 
rmnember that at ten o’clock at night I again re- 
ceived a telegram manifesting very great anxiety ; 
and he was only thoroughly reassured when he 

B 2 
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heard the account of the facts and the measures 
of precaution which I had taken. He hi« bften 
spoken of it since to me here at Lausanne.’* 

Not a day passed without M. de Saint-Vallier’s 
despatches containing some new subject of alarm. 
M. de Manteuffel, who commanded at Nancy and 
with whom he had to negotiate, was nevertheless 
a high-minded man, animated by conciliatory 
intentions. But how wore the thousand occasions 
of dispute arising from the daily contact of the 
conquerors and the conquered to be avoided? 
During the invasion there vrero no less than 
15,000 Germans living in the department of 
Marne alone. Five thousand of these were 
quartered on the inhabitants, living with them, 
eating with them, in fact masters of their houses, 
and at a time when defeat was so recent and recol- 
lections so poignant 1 M. Thiers had huts erected 
in all directions. It afforded a great relief to 
the citizens, and comparative security to him, 
when the Gormans were finally lodged there. 

Another trouble, which rendered the termina- 
tion of the occupation an absolute necessity, was 
the financial and industrial position of German 3 ^ 
The manufactures of the country were suffering 
from the prolonged absence of a million of young 
men. The material expenses had been terrible; 
the losses were still more so. The French money 
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which began to circulate, was far from counter* 
balancing them. On the other hand, Oerman 
manufactures were menaced by the introduction 
of Alsatian products. That little province was 
entering into a ruinous competition with the im- 
mense nation. The Alsatians consumed at the 
Kite o^two million men and produced at the rate 
of forty. The uneasiness was widespread, dis- 
content was increasing. The cabinet policy with 
regard to the treaty was found fault with, and 
it was thought that the Chancellor of the Empire 
had not made enough profit out of the victory ; 
that France was not sufficiently crushed. After 
having been blamed by Europe for the exorbi- 
tance of his demands. Count Bismarck was 
accused by his countrymen of having shown too 
much compassion : such is the justice of our 
contemporaries, who distribute bJamp or praise 
according to their own interests. Ho himself 
wished to throw upon our markets, not the goods 
that had been manufactured in Alsace for our 
consumption — those wore alruacy disposed of — 
but those which were accumulal ing daily, owing 
to the activity of the factories, condemned to a 
long rest dimn||; the war, and which the peace had 
again set working. M. Thiers saw the rising tide 
of claims ; he was deeply distressed by the posi- 
tion of the inhabitants of the occupied provinces ; 
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He felt that if the situation were prolongs it 
could not &il to bring about serious complin 
tions; his two loans, which had been carried 
out with the happiest mixture of skill, promptitude, 
and audacity, had succeeded far above his hopes ; 
he had money at his disposal ; he saw the great 
want of money, and the commercial, industrial, 
and political uneasiness at Berlin; he tliought 
the moment opportune for taking a decisive step 
towards the evacuation. In accepting office he 
had proposed a double object to himself: to 
establish order and to liberate the territory. 
Order was established; he now lived for the 
liberation of France. 

The object of the first operation to which he 
applied himself was this : to obtain the immediate 
deliverance of ten departments by means of some 
concessions made to Alsatian manufactures. 

The negotiation was not terminated on Sep- 
tember 16th, 1871, but the Assembly was about to 
adjourn for a vacation, which was absolutely 
necessary. This business could not wait. Not 
being able to ask for the ratification of a treaty 
which was not yet concluded, M. Thiers called 

for a decision from the Assembly on the principles 
• • 

of the negotiation. 

Our general situation was at this time quite 
clear. The Commune was suppressed; order 
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evei^here, i^e adimiiisia«tio& had all 
its departm^ts in regular working oi^erj 
Oermans, who had overran forty departments, at 
the end of the war occupied thirty-six of them ; 
the first treaty concluded by M. Thi^ had 
liberated seventeen, reducing the number still 
bccupied to nineteen. The loans which we had 
contracted, which had been splendidly covered, 
and easily collected, had enabled us to make 
our first payments, jifter the first half-mil- 
liard, three departments were evacuated, those 
of Eure, Seine-Inf^rieure, and Sbrnme. There 
still remained sixteen departments to be liberated, 
four were those round Paris, and twelve composed 
the departments of the East. We paid the second 
and the third half-milliard in a very short space of 
time, thus procuring the evacuation of the four 
departments containing or surrounding Paras; 
Seine, Seine-and-Oise, Seine-and-Mame, Oise. On 
16th September this evacuation was only be- 
ginning. The object of the negotiations which 
had been commenced was to eff'xst its accomplish- 
ment more speedily, and to deliver the six fol- 
lowing departments out of the twelve, which, 
alas! remained in the hands of the enemy; 
Aisne, Aube, 06te d’Or, Haate-Sa6ne, Doubs, 
Jura. 

The Germans would only consent to shorten the 
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term of their occupation by ten months in Ihe 
six departments on the double condition of cer- 
tain financial guarantees, and certain concessions 
to Alsatian manufactures. 

Germany asked as financial guarantees for bills 
at six, seven, or eight months, negotiable bills, 
which at the same time she promised not t6 
negotiate so long as the Goverament remained in 
the present hands. This flattering reservation 
was repugnant to M. Thiers feelings of loyalty. 
He did not wish, by accepting it, to make a 
change in thoiGovernment impossible. He even 
avoided making known the terms which had 
been offered him. Germany was with some 
difficulty persuaded to be content with the 
signatures of the Finance minister and of the 
President of the Ropubh'c ; measures were at once 
taken to insure the payments at the times fixed. 

As to the second difficulty, that of the com- 
mercial advantage claimed for Alsace-Lorraine, 
the Government could not sanction it without the 
consent of the Chamber. 

For two centuries and a half Alsace had always 
taken fram France the raw materials for her rich 
manufactures, and had given her in exchange her 
manufactured products. This was the state of 
things which Germany wished to prolong for 
her annexed province. 
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Lipins would certainly entail some loss to our 
national industiy, but if France had been able for 
more than two centuries to bear Alsatian oompeti- 
tion without any protection, it could not be very 
onerous for her to bear it another year and a 
half, with the help of a successively increasing 
fluty. ^ Any sacrifice appeared easy when it was 
a question of giving back life to six French 
departments. M. Thiers and his ministers firmly 
believed that the proposal would be received, with 
acclaihation ; on the contrary it met with formid- 
able opposition on the grounds ‘that the pro- 
posal was not constitutional, that the Assembly 
could not be consulted on a treaty which was not 
yet made, that it should be laid before them com- 
plete, for them to veto or to negative. It was, 
they complained, while the liberation of six out 
of twelve of the departments was thus hindeiwd, 
that the whole twelve were not included in the 
treaty; at last the real reason was given, the 
other two being only vain pretexts: the French 
cotton and mineral industries -lid not want Alsa- 
tian competition any more than did the 
industries in Germany. 

The President of the Jlepublic had not much 
difiiculty in showing how much exaggerated were 
the alarms of the French manufacturers, or rather 
of those who constituted themselves their de- 
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fenders. They had borne without oompensataon Ifae .< 
competition of AlsacOi when Alsaoe was French, 
and they feared to encounter it now with the pro- 
tection of a quarter duty for six months and a half 
duty for a year I They pretended to believe that' 
English, Swedish, and Swiss manufactures would 
come into Prance at the reduced rate by ijay of 
Alsace ; did they forget the expense of transport 
and the German customs? That old German 
manufactures should be fraudulently passed 
through was a more formidable objection; but 
every precaution had been taken to prevent this. 
It was therefore in the name of a temporary in- 
terest, an insignificant, not to say a non-existent 
interest, that a measure was opposed which 
would immediately deliver six departments from 
the Prussian occupation. M. Thiers, a protec- 
tionist, and an ardent protectionist, was indig- 
nant. “Have I not passed my life,” he said, 
“ in defending industrial interests ? But the in- 
terests in question are despicable, and they are 
brought forward against vrhat? Against the 
national independence! Gentlemen, I am not 
easily surprised, but I confess 1 have been so 
now, to see a treaty which liberates a portion of 
our territory so ill received. I teU you my feeling 
plainly : I, who for the last forty years have de- 
fended industrial interests, if I had held in the 



TSB USEMTION OF TBB ISSSIVOOT. 

smles interestB of the liberation of the tern* 
to^ and the interests of industry, I should 
not have hesitated for a moment. And I am 
proud of this, I make my boast of it.” 

This feeling was so strong in him that he ex> 
pressed it several times in the same speech, being 
* enthusiastically applauded by the Left. ** I need 
scarcely teU you that I take a lively interest in 
industrial affairs, an interest which I have proved 
constantly. I am not a protectionist of the moment, 
to suit the circumstances of the present day, I 
have been a protectionist all my life ; but there 
is something which 1 place above the industrial 
interests of the country, it is its independence, it 
is its security.” 

• M. Buffet, M. Raoul-Puval, and M. Peltoreau 
Villeneuve, vigorously opposed the bill. It was 
carried, at one o’clock in the morning, by f>12 
votes against thirty-two. 

Two conventions were made in consequence of 
this vote. The first determined the evacuation 
of six departments out of the twelve, reduced the 
effective force of the army of occupation to 
500,000 men, and fixed the date of various pay* 
ments to be made by, the French government, 
namely, 500,000,000 for the fourth half-milliard 
of the indemity, and 150j000,000 for the first 
year’s interest on the last three milliards. The 



252 THE GOVESKVENT Q» V. TSIIltB. 

I • 

second convention contained all the stipulations 
with regard to the entrance of the manufactured 
products of Alsace. 

Several conventions having to do with the pay- 
ment of the indemnity and the liberation of the 
territory were concluded after this epoch. That 
of the 10th of November, 1871 lays down, a^ong ' 
other things, that from the 1 st of January, 1872, 
instead of furnishing in kind the food and forage 
which was due to the army of occupation, at the 
rate of 50,000 men and 18,000 horses, we should 
pay 1 franc 75 centimes a day per horse, and 
1 franc 50 centimes per man, the whole in gold or 
silver. The agreement of the 29th of June, 1 872, 
approved by the Assembly on the 6th of July and 
promulgated on the 9th, fixes the terms for the 
deposit of the last three milliards as follows ; half 
a milliard two months after exchange of the ratifi- 
cations of the present agreement ; half a milliard 
on the 1st February, 1873; a milliard on the 
Ist March, 1874, a milliard on the 1st March, 
1875. The power of anticipating the time of de- 
posit is reserved to France, on condition of her not 
depositing less than a hundred million at a time, 
and of her giving notice to the German govern- 
ment a month beforehand. Germany undertakes 
to evacuate the Marne and the Haute^ame a 
«fdrtnight after payment of a half-milliard, the 
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i&dranes and the Yosges a fortnight after that of a 
second milhard, the Mease, Meurthe<and-Moselle, 
and Belfort, after payment of the third miUiard, 
and of the interest which might still be due. 

Finally, the convention of the 15th of Maroh, 
1873, approved on the 19th of March and pnb- 
’ lished on the 22nd, the last which was concluded 
by the government of M. Thiers, brought the term 
of our emancipation nearer by eighteen months. 
It was agreed that the last milliard, the payment 
of which was duo on the 1st of March, 1875, should 
,be paid in four instalments of 260,000,000 each, 
on the 5th June, 5th July, 5th August, and 
5th September, 1873 ; also that the district of 
Belfort and the departments of the Ardennes, 
the Vosges, Meurthe-and-Moselle, and the Mouse, 
with the exception of Verdun, should be entirely 
evacuated in the course of four w'eoks, dating 
from the 5th July, and Verdun in the course oi' 
a fortnight, dating from 5th September, 1873. 

For these great results wo were indebted to the 
marvellous and unhoped-for access of the loan. 

“The raising of the five milliards has been 
successful,” says M. L<;on Say, in his report of 
the 4th of August, 1874, “ only because it has 
been, as it were, moulded upon the resources of 
the country, in proportion as these resources have 
been opened up. 
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** The success of this unprecedented operation 
arises out of the mingled prudence and bold- 
ness with which it has been carried out. It 
was necessary to act speedily in order to obtain 
the prompt liberation of the territory; speedily 
enough to employ all actual savings and as much 
exchange as . possible, yet so prudently as not to 
overstep the limit beyond which we should have 
had to encounter a grave financial crisis, and also 
a monetary crisis, which might have renewed the 
paper-money disasters, happily unknown in France 
for the last seventy-five years. 

“ All has been carried out with the greatest 
wisdom and with rare good fortune. It confers 
another title of honour upon our great fellow- 
citizen who accepted this task at the hands of the 
National Assembly.” 

On the 15th of March, 1873, a despatch 
addressed to M. Thiers &om Berlin informed him 
that the last convention was signed. He imme- 
diately called all the ministers together in the 
hall in which they were accustomed to hold their 
deliberations. Scarcely were they assembled when 
they saw him enter, holding the despatch high 
in the air as a sign of joy and triumph. 

It was the liberation of the territory. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE 24TH OF MAY. 


1 . 

When M. Thiers was named head of the govern- 
ment at Bordeaux, he was undoubtedly the most 
popular man in France. . * 

He had the same influence, the same popularity 
in the Assembly. But the number of deputies 
who had absolute confidence in him, and who were 
resolved to follow his resolutions and his forthnes 
to the end, was very limited. The extreme Left 
had many grudges- against him ; even the Left 
properly so called disfe^isted him; they knew 
him to be a patriot and a Liberal, and they 
thought he was an Orleanist. The Right could 
not forgot with what pitiless determination he had 
put an end to the Duchess de Berry’s adven- 
turous career; the very place in which the 
Assembly was sitting contributed to the revival 
of its recollections. The Orloanists, lastly, who 
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looked upon him as the necessary head of tlieir 
party, agreed together that he had first to be won 
over. They did not admit him to a knowledge 
of their secrets. They perceived that if he were 
over to lend himself to an Orlemiist Restoration, it 
would not bo until after ho should have attempted 
in vain to found the Conservative Republic. As 
for the Bonapartiats, they counted for nothing at 
that period. 

In spite of this somewhat confused state of 
affairs, M. Thiers succeeded in obtaining a una- 
nimity of votes. France by twenty-eight elec- 
tions, all Franco and Europe by a sort of public 
Jicclauiation, imposed this choice on the Assembly. 
It would have come to it of at self. It had not a 
single man to set against him. Uis political 
capacity was absolutely and evidently unrivalled ; 
all parties were agreed to render •homage to his 
ardent patriotism. lie had besides, over and 
above the authority attached to his position, a 
sovereign and all-powerful influence. One word 
spoken by him decided votes and silenced dis- 
sentients. It must be added that ho was in im- 
mediate conflict with Count Bismarck and with 
the Commune, two terrible powers which he alone 
could withstand, and that he gave day by day and 
hour by hour undeniable proofs of the strengtii of 
his judgment and the force of his character. He 
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uijSertook the direotion of afiOurs with fixed peso- 
lutions which he never modified, and which he 
made a point of rendering manifest by repeated 
declarations from the tribune, by his correspond- 
ence, and by all the actions of his government.. 
These resolutions wore, not to be a party-man, to 
think only of France, and, as he himself put it, of 
the health of France. It was plain eiiough that 
if he succeeded in reconstituting the army, the 
administration, and the finances, under a republi- 
can government, these groat results would con- 
firm and consolidate the Republic. He did not 
work with a view to this result, and he. said so ; 
but this result did not alarm him, and so he said 
also. This position was at the same time so well 
defined and so well justified that he advanced in 
the confidence of the Left with giant strides. It 
might have been believed during the first few 
weeks that the Right would never throw him 
over. But those who saw beneath the surface, 
and who followed closely the movement of par- 
liamentary opinion, did not fail vo perceive before 
long that the battle would come from that side, 
and that it would be vigorous and formidable, 
although masked for some ’time by the semblance 
of confidence and respect. 

The first act of the President of the Council set 
the members of the Right strongly against him. 

VOL. II. s 
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He had taken the component elements of his 
cabinet from all parties capable of supplying goo4 
administrators, but he had assigned the three chief 
portfolios to Republicans, namely M. Jules Fayre, 
M. Ernest Picard, and M. Jules Simon. This 
was equivalent to announcing his resolution to 
make a fair trial of Republican government. Ih 
thus acting, ho gave proof of the soundness of his 
views. Any preference shown to another form of 
government, be it what it might, would instantly 
have thrown Franco into a state of anarchy. At 
the first set off the Monarchical opposition endured 
without outcry this introduction of the Republican 
clement into the cabinet, because it felt that in 
presence of the many Republicans still in office 
and of the agitated condition of the larger towns, 
the transition must l)e conducted with care ; but 
it did not even wait for the fall of the Commune 
before it began the contest. From the month of 
April, the Right in the Assembly, while not ceasing 
to applaud M. Thiers, himself, harassed his prin- 
cipal ministers. The first point of attack was M. 
Ernest Picard. He was a Republican, no doubt, 
but a Republican who had given as many pledges 
to the principal conservatives as to the Repuldic. 
As Finance Minister under the Government of 
Defence he had rendered immense services, w'hioh 
men of business could not have foi^otten so soon. 
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Since then he had, like all his colleagues in the 
cabinet, st-rugglcd with indomitable energy against 
the Paris Commune. During the struggle itseif he 
had, with the help of M. Calmon, a first-rate ad- 
ministrator, who held peidect community of views 
with himself and M. Thiers, carried out the re- 
organisation of the departmental and communal 
administration. To understand rightly how 
arduous had been the task, it must be remem- 
bered that the acting functionaries were all Re- 
publicans, but Republicans of a very pronounced 
typo ; that they had been nominated by M. Gam- 
betta, that many of them had shown great courage 
during the war, which made it very difficult 
to rescind their appointments, and that on the 
other hand the reactionary deputies came up full 
of invetemte grudges, and with a fixed deter- 
mination to find places for their own prot^Jges. 
M. Ernest Picard had not a numerous .staff of 
experienced administrators at his disposal; the 
Gl>vernm(mt was obliged, like aP new powers, to 
make trial of its men in positions which in well- 
ordered times would only bo reached through the 
training given by subordinate positions. Never- 
theless, the prefectoral body which he improvised 
in the midst of all these tragical events re-estab- 
lished order and gave public confidence a fresh 
start. As the reward of these services, the Right 

s 2 
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demanded the retirement of M. Ernest Picard. 
He left the ministry at the end of May, 1871, 
having been M. Thiers* colleague for only thiee 
months. 

M. Jules Favre retained his post of Minister of 
Foreign Affairs until the 2nd of August in the 
same year. He had wished to retire w;ith M. 
Picard, and only remained in deference to M. 
Thiers* pressing solicitations, and because he 
himself perceived the necessity of continuing the 
negotiations in which he had taken so great a part. 
The definitive treaty of peace having been con- 
cluded on the 10th of May, he still had to attend 
to a number of conventions which necessarily 
arose out of it. 

These ari’angements once made, ho refused to 
remain. Only M. Jules Simon was left, of tlje 
former members of opposition in the Coi’ps L^gis- 
Intif, and of the former ministers of the Government 
of Defence. He did not leave the Cabinet till the 
IGth of May, 1873, eight days before the fall^of 
M. Thiers’ government. The Right made several 
attempts to overthrow him by means of inter- 
pellations, but he had the good fortune to hold his 
own against his adversaries and to win a majority 
every time. He was attacked in another way by 
M. Thiers being frequently requested to Separate 
himself from him, and by perpetual and unfair war 
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being made upon him through Che press. This 
warfare against the Republican mimsters had a 
meaning which everybody understood, and no 
one better than M. Thiers. Ho made the most 
persevering efforts to retain M. Jules Favre ; ho 
kept M. Jules Simon to the last, but at every 
ohang4^ in the Cabinet he was obliged to replace 
the outgoing minister by a ministor of less 
advanced opinions. It seemed as though the 
Cabinet advanced towards the Right, whilst the 
President moved towards the Left; and the Loft 
showed its political good sense by comprehending 
the situation and not bargaining over its support. 

That which M. Thiers had boon able to do at 
Bordeaux in a transition time, became much more 
difficult when the parties had measured one 
another’s strength in the assembly. The Right cer- 
tainly had the majority, and it remained with the 
Right even after the elections of the 2nd July, 
which strengthened the Republicans and gave them 
the means to maintain the fight. Strictly speaking, 
the President had the right to ta.iie ministers from 
the minority, by invoking the authority of the 
pact of Bordeaux ; he was not bound to conform 
strictly, as in settled times, to the principles of 
parliamentary government ; but, besides the fact 
that ho was frequently obliged to have recourse to 
those principles, he knew the fragility of this 
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truce of partied over which he had presided ; he 
was only able to maintain it at the cost of the 
most persevering and skilful efforts. He was so 
anxious to avoid ciises in order to restore a little 
confidence to tho country, a fresh impetus to 
labour ; he saw so clearly the demands and 
susceptibilities of the monarchical parties, that he 
employed the gi’oatest reserve, not only in the 
choice of ministers, but also in that of all the 
agents of the administration. Even at Bordeaux, 
when M. Jules Simon pci’sisl.cd in his refusal to 
form part of the first ministry, he addressed to 
him these significant words : — “ If you refuse, I 
shall bo obliged to take a minister of ])ublic 
instruction from the ranks of the Right.” One 
of his great merits w'as a sound and prompt 
estimate of situations. He know how to resist, 
atid even, as he proved more than once, how to 
dissolve ; but this he would only do in case of need, 
on great occasions, and when ho was obliged to 
choose between two dangers. 

M. Ernest Picard having loft office at the end 
of May, 1871, his retirement gave opportunity 
for the entrance of M. Victor Lefranc into the 
Cabinet. Both the ex-minister and the newly- 
appointed one were conservative and liberal Re- 
publicans; but M. Victor Lefranc only received 
the portfolio of Commerce ; that of the Interior 
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wSk given to M. Lambrecht. It vra8,^to all 
appearance at least, a great victory for the Bight. 
The substitution of General Cissey for Genwal 
Le Fid, which took place at the same time, had 
no political character. 

M. Jules Favre resigned on the 22nd July. 
He was replaced on the 2nd August by Mv de 
Bdmusat. Those who wore intimately acquainted 
with the new minister were aware that the 
Republic, if it only behaved wisely, would find 
in him a defender; but for the general public 
and for the Chamber, to exchange M. Jules 
Favre for M. do Itomusat w^as to diminish the 
influence and the chances of the Republican party. 
Such men as M. de Remusat, M. Casimir 
Perier, M. Thiers himself, who came over to the 
Republic by force of comparison, perceiving first 
that it was possible, tlum that it alone was pos- 
sible, will have contributed to its estabUslimeut at 
least as Tnuch as the Republicans of yesterday, for 
it is in their train, by their example, under their 
auspices, that so many men t importance, on 
account of their past, their fortune, or their 
character, have joined us, and form now, side by 
side with our former chiefs, the strength and in- 
telligence of the party. Butin 1871 this move- 
ment towards Republican principles bad scarcely 
begun to be felt ; M. Thiers could not then have 
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sent his celebrated Message of 1872 ; and M. de 
B^nausat, while he brought a reinforcement of 
strength into the cabinet through his reputation as 
a great thinker and a great citizen, brought none, 
or seemed to bring none, to the Bepublic. 

It was the same with M. Casimir Perier when 
he joined the ministry on the 11th of Oc.tober,' 
after the death of M. Lambrecht. It was clear 
at once what he wished, for he was frank and 
firm, incapable of dissimulation or of submis- 
sion. On the very first day he said to M. Jules 
Simon, who still recalls it with emotion, “ I am 
on your side.” This simple word was more 
trustworthy, coming from him, than many vows. 
But he did no more than pass through the ministry. 
He wanted to bring the assembly back to Paris ; 
he openly gave his adhesion to M. Duchatel’s pro- 
position which was rejected, and upon this check, 
though in no way personal to himself, he retired, 
having pcrhiips an exaggerated sense of the action 
of ministerial responsibility. Neither the repre- 
sentations nor the entreaties of his colleagues could 
retain him. M. Thiers, to whom his presence in 
the council and that of M. do Rcmusat was an 
immense comfort, even shed tears over it. M. 
Casimir Perier joined on the 11th of October, 1871, 
and retired on the 6th of Februarj' of the follow- 
ing year. M. Victor Lefifinc took the portfolio of 
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tbo Interior, and was replaced as Hinistw of 
Commerce by M. de Goulard. 

M. de Gk>ulaTd did not remain long in that office. 
On the 6th March, 1872, M. Pouyer-Quertier 
was obliged to leave the Cabinet, in consequence 
of an opinion put forth by him concerning the 
transference of funds in the action brought against 
M. Janvier de la Motte, an opinion not shared 
in by his colleagues. M. Thiers entrusted M. do 
Goulard, who had been in the ministiy for a 
month only, with the temporary charge of the 
Finances. On the 21st of April he definitively 
handed over to him tins important portfolio. M. 
do Goulard had various and groat merits, which 
very strong political disagreements ought not to 
prevent us from acknowledging. Among other 
good qualities ho had above all those of a first-ratt> 
clerk, and these it is which M. Thiers os])Ooially 
prized in him. It is under M. do Goulard’s ad- 
ministration that t)ie loan of the three milliards 
was concluded. 

M. Tcisscrenc de Bort succeeded him at the 
board of trade. M. Teissorenc do Bort, who had 
attracted the attention of M. d’hierB by a Very 
remarkable speech against the income-tax, was of 
too thoughtful, too enlightened, too liberal a spirit 
not to follow M. Thiers in his advance upward 
towards the Bepublic. jBut at this date, the 22nd 
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April, 1872, he was still a member of the liberal 
Bight-Centre in the Chamber. M. Thiers took 
him from among the party to which M. de 
Goulard belonged. 

A few months afterwards (on the 30th No- 
'vember), M. de Goulard acquired considerable 
importance in the Cabinet by exchanging the* 
Finance portfolio for that of the Interior. M. 
Victor Lcfiranc was overthrown by a vote of the 
Chamber for not having used severe measures 
against the municipal councils which addressed 
collective felicitations and votes of confidence to 
M. Thiers. It was very difficult to suppose, in 
spite of the assertions of the Right, and of M. 
Prax Paris, a Bonapartist, who was their spokes- 
man on tliis occasion, that a vote founded on such 
grounds was aimed only at tlie minister. One of 
the cliief movers in it had even said, “ We shall 
eat the artichoke leaf by leaf.” Not only did M. 
Thiers consent to the retirement of M. Victor 
Lefrano under these conditions, painful as it was 
to him, but ho called in M. de Goulard to take his 
place. The choice which he made at the same 
time of M. L^on Say for Finances would have been 
some compensation, but for the overwhelming 
importance of the Ministry of the Interior at a 
moment when the conflict with the Assembly drew 
more and more to a head. M. L^on Say, who had 
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zoanaged the Department of the Seine under very 
difficult circumstances with much talents firmness, 
and success, was one of the most decided mem> 
bers of the Left-Centre ; but the Ministry of the 
Interior, in the hands of M. do Goulard, belonged 
henceforth to the Right. M. de Broglie affected' 
to c^ll him “ Our Minister.” 

M. de Larcy, actuated no doubt by his private 
friendship for M. Thiers, had remained in a 
Government with wliich his political friends, after 
a long series of covert attacks, were at length in 
open conflict. He retired bn the 7th December, 
and was replaced by M. de Fourtou. Many mem- 
bers of the Left, already hurt and irritated by 
the presence of M. do Goulard at tlie Ministry of 
the Interior, objected to the new minister. Ever 
since M. Thiers had pronounced himself for <1 
Republican Government, tho Left had supporbju 
him with disinterest^^dness and perseverance. It 
had no longer more than a single representative 
in the Cabinet; it asked for no other portfolio, it 
consented to be kept in the buekgi'ound, provided 
that the Republic was formed. It had confidonce 
, in M. Thiers personally, and it held with reason 
that very few affairs wont on in which he had not 
a hand. But selecti(jns such as those of M. de 
Goulard and M. de Fourtou caused such surprise 
and discontent in its ranks, that it could no longer 
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bold its peace. M. Jules Simon spoke of it to 
tlie President of the Eepublic. “ Your friends,’* 
replied M. Thiers, “ imagine that I am no judge 
of men because I make nominations displeasing to 
them ; but it is they who are no judges of political 
Situations. I cannot do without the vote of the 
majority. It gives mo its vote, although, out- 
wardly it is hostile -to me. One does not obtain 
such results without some skilful manoeuvring. 
I make advances to it which do not compromise 
me, because I remain master of everything. We 
shall see what wo shall do after the voting of the 
constitution. Meanwhile 1 am not a constitutional 
king who ‘ reigns but docs not govern.* You 
understand mo ? ” ho added, laughing heartily. 
“But for all that,” said M. tlules Simon, “you 
irritate the Left without pacifying the Right.” 
“ It is possible that I may not pacify it, but I avoid 
exciting it. I furnish it with no pretext. That is 
my position towards it.” “ The thing which 
astonishes mo most in your Cabinet,” replied M. 
Jules Simon, laughing also, “is to see myself there.” 

It is very true that M. Tliiers had a hand in 
everything. It was a curious spectacle to see 
how' he occupied himself with the smallest detaUa, 
without getting confused and alway preserving his 
mind free for important and combined matters. 
Very circumstantial details have been published of 
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two so-called councils wMch met at his house : 
one composed of the permanent secretaries of the 
ministries, which mot in the early morning hours ; 
the other a council of the Ministers, which was hold 
every day at eleven o’clock, with the exception 
of Sunday. In all this there is truth as well as 
’ fals^ood, more falsehood than truth. The only 
council was the council of Ministers ; but without 
holding any other council or any regular and 
collective convocation, the president’s morning 
was well filled. Ho received the finance directors, 
generals, superintendents, a few men in whom he 
had special confidence, such as General V alaz^ and 
Admiral Krantz j he liked to know the ministers* 
affairs before they know them themselves, which 
was not always to their liking. .He also saw 
spies {(Ics gens tie police) to the groat distrc'^s 
.of his friends, who thought it beneath him. I ! o 
laughed at it. “ It is Avith blackguards of that sort 
that you pull honest men out of the ditch.” All 
despatches passed through his hands. Ho wished 
to know minute by minute, he state of Prance, 
and of Europe, all our relations with the Chan- 
cellor of the Empire, as well as with the least of 
the generals of the army of occupation. While 
M. Jules Favre was Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
he kept him in his own house, in order to get the 
news earlier. He afterwards had a pairt of the 



270 THB GOVERNMENT OP M. THUSBB. . 

main building of the Pref^ture arranged for ISt. 
de R<Sn)U8at. Every day he had conferences with 
the Minister of the Interior and the Finance 
Minister. He made the Governor of the Bank 
and the great financiers come to him. He occu- 
pied himself minutely with all the details of army 
administration, armament, equipment, food,, and 
lodging. The Paris army did not make a single 
movement without his orders. He was to be seen 
every day at the outposts. He concerned himself 
about the customs tariffs ; this was one of his 
greatest passions. Only two ministries were 
exempted from his surveillance : — the Ministry of 
Justice, because it did not do to meddle with 
M. Dufaure ; and that of Public Instruction and 
Religion, because on these two points he relied on 
the prudence and comj)otonee of the Minister. Ho 
did not always agree with M. Dufaure and M. Jules 
Simon. More than onco he asked M. Dufaure for 
modifications in his staff, without obtaining them. 
Neither did he care about compulsory education, 
nor the increase in expenditure for the educational 
bodies. But all disagreement was limited to an 
objection made from time to time ; ho always gave 
in with a good will, cheerfully. Who had a 
better right than he to interfere in matters 
conceiTiing science or literature ? But he wished 
4t to be understood that he felt quite secure on 
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tlu8 bead. He quietly banded over to tbe Miziister 
aU tbe adverse letters that be received, which 
amounted to a good-sized packet daily. His mind 
was absorbed in liis triple contest with tbe Com- 
mune, tbe German Chancellory, and tbe Assembly. 
There was enough there to fill three existences. 
*He ipanaged to do everything, thanks to his 
strength of will and the extreme lucidity of his 
mind. Ho seemed to give himself up entirely to 
the matter in hand and the person present. 
Many people who do not do the twentieth part of 
his work have a busy and preoccupied air which 
he never had. Ho was not only master of his 
intellect, but of his temper. Not that he restrained 
himself when he was irritated, or that ho gave 
himself much trouble about it. If he was hurt, or 
even annoyed, he lot it be seen without hesitation. 
But he was not of a melancholic temperament. 
He was cheerful in the midst of the greatest 
crisis. Ho caught a happy or jesting phrase on 
the wing. He was not even afraid of rather a 
dotibtful joke. His was a sci ous and persistent 
base with a surface which was always in motion. 
Ho would not have been able to get through his 
crushing work without this natural cheerfulness, 
which camp to him without effort and restored 
him to peace and strength. 

It was sometimes strange to see his Ministers 
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gloomy and oppressed with work, while 'ttie 
President who carried everybody’s burdens, was 
easy and cheerful. He declared himself satisfied 
with his colleagues, amongst whom we must 
reckon as in the first rank^ the most devoted, the 
most indefatigable of all, M. Barth^lemy de Saint- 
Ililairo. The more they were attacked the morO 
he became attached to them. He loved M. Jules 
Favre tenderly, appreciating more than any one 
his great talent and his great heart. He did 
everything in his power to I’etain him. It was a 
real grief to him to lose M. Casimir Perior. One 
day when M. Jules Simon left the council to go 
and answer some interpellation from Monseigneur 
Dupanlonp or M. Johnston, ho followed him out 
to the staircase to say, “ Defend yourself, that 
you may remain.” The Minister on arriving at 
the Chamber found a little note which had been 
sent by a messenger, “Do not defend yourself 
for your own satisfaction, or to avenge yourself ; 
defend yourself that you may remain.” Whether 
one were still in his Cabinet or had left it, one 
was sure to be defended by him on all occa- 
sions. He was really an extraordinaiy man, as 
noble and endearing in private as he was in 
public. He knew himself. He believed, with 
good reason, that none but he could crush the 
insurrection, carry on the diplomatic contest with 



TO* 24 TH OF MAT. 


273 


th* conqueror without losing, and fish, so to 
speak, a majority out of the discordant Aments 
which composed the Assembly. He said fianUy 
to the Chamber, ” You only are sovereign, 

1 am your delegate. You can take away the 
authority you have given me. I have neither the 
power nor the wish to act except with your oon» 
cur..’enoe, . and rendering an account to you of 
everything.” These phrases only signified, **I 
am ready to go, when you wish but not, “ I 
am disposed to lot myself be led.” At the com- 
mencement the Bight did not wish him to go, but 
wished to lead him; but when the insurrection 
was quelled, and peace was established, seeing 
clearly that he would not put himself at the head 
of a reactionary party in order to open a campaign 
against the Bepublic, they resolved to get rid of 
M. Thiers. This is a hard judgment to pronounw? 
upon the majority who accomplished the '*24 
May.” It is, however, just. 

We have seen that even during the Commune 
they tried to oust M. Picard 1 ’om office. They 
wished to have one of their own party as Minister 
of the Interior, and they insisted on M. Lam- 
brecht. Having got him, they were only half 
satisfied with him. That honest man was no 
observer of rank or persons. It is worthy of 
remark that if the Bight had understood their 
von. n. T 
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position they would have seen that in reality 
foxmd fault with him for being more Bight tban 
themselves. They we^ at that time in all the 
fever of decentralization, and M. Lambrecht 
defended the Government, and the theoiy of 
centralization which he shared with M. Thiers, 
against them. 

This great love of decentralizing, which was not 
so very sincere, for we find no trace of it after 
24th May, 1 873, was a cloak for the secret desire 
to oppose M. Thiers, who was beginning to be an 
object of suspicion. Two months before M. Lam- 
brecht’s appointment to the Ministry of the 
Interior, the Right had difficulty in hiding their 
suspicions. They restrained themselves in public ; 
at least the important members and chiefs did so. 
They only said scntentiously in the lobbies and at 
their private meetings in speaking of M. Thiers, 
" He is a prisoner of the Left.” The prisoner of 
a party I This was a reproach that might have 
been spared him. Never man said more decidedly 
to all parties what he believed to be the truth. 

What were the motives of this growing dis- 
afifeotion on the part of the Right P Their number 
is many. New ones cropped up eveiy day. We 
will limit ourselves to pointing out the chief. 
That the Government had not opened fire on 
Paris on 19th March, was their first grievance. 
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According to the Bight, it ought to have struck a 
great blow, a decisive blow, and at onoe. The 
insurrection would have been crushed before it had 
time to burst forth if the Goyernmeut had acted 
on the first symptoms of disorder. like all who 
are ignorant, the Right saw what was desirable, 
withoyt taking into account what was possible. 
They counted up soldiers and even exaggerated 
their numbers ; but they did not take into 
account their physical and moral condition. To 
have looked at them would have been enough, 
but anger does not reason. Again, M. Thiers, 
who knew the strength of the insurrection, who 
measured his own strength, who was fully alive 
to the perils of a civil war during the occupation 
and the negotiations with Germany, moved 
besides by feelings of humanity and justice, 
promised their life to such of the insurgents as 
were not charged v»rith concerted crimes, and who 
had not been the authors or chiefs of the insur- 
rection; the Right wore in favour of a pitiless 
repression. That ho received deputations from 
large towns, seemed to the members of the extreme 
Right to be culpable connivance, and almost 
treason against the rural populations. He did not 
cease to affirm that the Republican form of 
govemmant was in no danger, and that it should 
never perish in his hands ; and this affirmation, 

T 2 
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which was besides quite rancere» was tiie sole 
means of preyenting an insurrection in tbe 
provinces, and arresting the progress of that of 
Paris. “But,” said the Right, “there, is no 
Republic, there is only the Pact of Bordeaux till 
we have the constitution, and after the constitu- 
tion there can only be a Monarchy.” Duripg the 
wholo course of the insurrection the Right was 
very courageous, very decided, very inflexible as 
to its principles ; but aggressive, short-sighted, 
and pitiless. 

This contrast was striking, especially at a 
distance ; as it will also be in history. M. de 
Rdmuaat, some time after his entry into the 
Cabinet, wrote from Toulouse to M. Jules Simon, 
“ You may conceive with what anxiety I follow all 
the phases of a situation which has no parallel in 
history. My consolation is in tho excellent con- 
duct of my friends. I have at least the happiness 
of seeing them act most honourably in the 
Cabinet. I agree with the ideas of the Govern- 
ment as much as I disapprove of the Assembly.” 

Tho Assembly demanded that each day an 
account should be rendered at the tribune of all 
that took place in Parks, or in the army; it wished 
to be informed beforehand of all that the Govmm- 
ment intended to do. Not being able to compel 
M. Thiers to publicly expose his plana and certain 
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ddfaiils of the situation^ it appointed a oommittee 
of fifteen of its members to confer with the 
Oovemment. Several members of the committee 
persuaded themselves that they were* introduced 
into the Cabinet by the Chamber. The com- 
mittee was not content with knowing ; it wanted 
to control. It obliged M. Thiers to hold continual 
conferences. “ We ought to meet every day. If 
you cannot come to the committee^ the committee 
will come to the Hotel de la Prdfecture.” Had it not 
been for the good sense of M. Jules do Lasteyrie 
and some others, this committee would have taken 
the direction of the army, and transformed the most 
reactionary of Assemblies into a sort of National 
Convention. 

We can remember the night sitting of 24th 
March, of which we have given an account. The 
day before, the mayors of Paris had appeared at 
the tribune with their sashes, amid loud protest- 
ations from the Right. M. Amaud (of Ari^ge), a 
deputy and mayor of Paris, had read, not without 
difficulty, a motion for a municipal law, for which 
urgency had been voted. This motion was to be 
discussed the next day, the 24th. The oommittee 
were not prepared for‘ the day sitting; the 
debate was postponed to a night sitting. It was 
during the deliberations of the committee that the 
famous proclamation of Admiral Saisset, promising 
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immediate municipal elections, and the election of 
the General of the National Guard, was made 
known in the lobbies of the Assembly. This 
proclamation excited indescribable anger in the 
Bight, not against the admiral, but against M. 
Thiers; as if it were possible that M. Thiers 
should ever have promised to allow a Gomniander* 
in Chief of the National Guard to be elected. 
We have said that under the influence of this 
nows some of the leaders held a meeting in a 
bureau, and resolved to offer the dictatorship to 
the Prince de Joinvillo. This &ct has since been 
denied ; but it is certain that it was affirmed on 
all sides, in the lobbies and in the lecture-room. 
Wo do not say that there was even an attempt to 
put it into execution, or that the prince was spoken 
to on the subject. We are persuaded on the one 
hand that if overtures had been made to him, he 
would have rejected them, and on the other that 
had the proposal been brought forward in a meet- 
ing of the Bight it would not have met with a good 
reception. But even if the rumour of the plot 
had only been one of those rumours which have 
no foundation in fact, it was public, persistent ; 
it disturbed the Government and a part of the 
Assembly. It proves that the idea of overthrow- 
ing M. Thiers was not an improbable hypothesis. 
It was daily more evident that although he Ems in 
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harmony with the Right of the Assmnbly as well 
as the Left, and all that was honest and sensible 
in France, on the necessity of quelling the 
insnrrection, there were very serious disagree* 
ments as to the method of doing that, and the 
^position to be taken up with regard to the 
insurgents in Paris. 

This disagreement, which came out at each 
sitting, was particularly marked in the debate on 
27th April. 

M. Thiers, at the tribune, gave explanations of 
what had occurred in Paris. He was led on to 
speak of his feelings when he was obliged to give 
the order to fire on Frenchmen. His words were 
received by the Right with murmurs. 

M. Thiers . — “ But, gentlemen, let me speak. 
... If in any part — I say it quite frankly — if in 
any part of tliis Assembly there bo a party of uij 
colleagues so ill-disposed towards me as not to 
allow me to finish the expression of my thoughts, 
lot them declare themselves : I do not wish to 
retain the post I now hok, except with the 
confidence of my colleagues, and their entire 
confidence.” {Cheers.) M. Thiers went on. 

“If in any part whatever of this Assembly 
there be men who possess the confidence of the 
country more folly than I, let them explain them- 
selves ! ” 
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M. Leon de Maleville. — **Yes. If they think 
they possess the confidence of the conntryi let 
them explain themselves.” 

M. Thiers . — “ If I should be fortunate enough 
to find such persons, so trusted by the country, 
here, no one would more willingly resign power 
than I. Yes, let them merit and justify* such 
confidence, and I shall be very thankful to have 
a successor.” 

M. Pariti. — ” Our confidence in you has never 
wavered.” 

M. Thiers . — ‘‘Well then, if confidence is not 
wanting, let mo have silence that I may completely 
explain my thoughts; and when 1 express my 
grief, which should Iw shared by you also (yes, yes,) 
let me j)oint out to you the cause, and give you 
the answer to the questions I put to myself some- 
times. (Sjwah / speak /) 

** What I Can you believe that, in virtue of 
the title you have given me, I preside at a civil 
war without fear and without pain ?” 

M. do Kerdix'l mounted the tribune after M. 
Thiers, in order to explain, he said, some mis- 
understanding. M. Thiers had said that the 
insurgents in Paris were few, and that our soldiers 
wore well disposed and well commanded, ” If the 
number of the insurgents was so small,” said M. 
de Kcrdi*el, “ and if the soldiers were so valorous 
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and so well oommanded as was said, these 
soldiers, who were in want of nothing, neither 
ammunition, nor artillery, nor anything else, 
would not have remained so long before Paris.** 
. . . M. Thiers had also said that the Parisian 
insurrection was an isolated fact. “ Np,** said M. 
de Eerdrel, ** it is not an isolated fact. From the 
provinces there come grievous echoes, criminal 
echoes, of evil passions in a state of ferment.” 

The true grievance is in the last words of tho 
orator. 

“ M. Thiers has said that you did not conspire 
against the Republic . . . 

“ No, gentlemen, you will never conspire against 
any government, but neither will you conspire 
against the w'ill of tho country. 

“ It must not be believed that Paris is the 
guardian of the only form of government, and 
that it is necessary for us to say to Paris, We 
do not wish to take from you that which you 
possess! 

“ We shaU know how to wa; i. until the day when 
the country shall wish us to explain its thought ; 
but, gentlemen, just as we do not wish to pre- 
cipitsite solutions, we ihust equally abstain from 
putting burning questions, questions which divide 
a country which is in tho melancholy state of ours 
at present. It would be equally unfortunate to 
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allow it to believe tbat we are in absolute doubt 
as to the institutions which would be best for it, 
and to admit that none of us have anj iSxed 
convictions on this point . . . 

It is because I respect universal suffrage that 
I do not think it well that we should repeat 
too often that we are here to organize and not 
to constitute. 

“We must organize first, strengthen society, 
and the State . . . ; but one day, be sure, the 
edifice will be completed.” 

A prolonged uproar followed this speech. 

Scenes of this nature were of almost daily 
occurrence. On 21 st May, M. Thiers lost all 
patience under an attack from M. Mortimer 
Ternaux. One of the principal grievances against 
the President was his reception of deputations 
from the towns, of del^ates from the Union 
des Droits of Paris, and, in general, of all 
those who came on an errand of conciliation. 
He received them like a man who woiild have 
no compromise on matters of principle, but who 
was determined to neglect no lawful means of 
preventing civil war. He never entertained the 
idea of a compromise; he always said, that the 
instigators and authors of the insurrection were 
criminals ; that he would bring before the courts, 
'Uot only the chiefs, but any of their accomplices, 
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who had been guilty of an offence or orime agaiiut 
the common law; but he appealed for clemen<^ 
towards those who had been led astray, and to 
such as were in want he promised to continue their 
wages until the workshops were reopened. After 
these interviews, the delegates never failed to 
publish accounts in which lus promises were exag- 
gerated and his threats suppressed. The very 
character they had accepted explained this sub- 
terfuge, which, however, was not always voluntary. 
The press added their own commentaries to theso 
accounts, and thus made confusion worse con- 
founded. M. Tillers did his best to minimise the 
evil, by multiplying the most precise statements, 
either in the Journal Ojfficiel or in the bulletins, 
which ho published almost daily, or in tho 
Chamber ; but those declarations did not disarm 
the Right, which ought, bad it possessed the tad 
of the situation, to have welcomed and circu- 
lated them. A former friend of M. Thiers, an 
ardent reactionary, M. Mortimer Ternaux, who 
till then had played no part in the Assembly, had 
tried to read from the tribune an article in the 
Qaulois containing tho account of a conversation 
of M. Thiers with severb.1 delegates of the Vmon 
des Droits de Paris. The Assembly on that day 
was in no mood to listen to him. He returned to 
the charge the next day, llih May, the day on 
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which the definitive treaty of peace with Prussia 
was communicated to the assembly. The 
Government, by the bye, in this sitting alone had 
had an interpellation from M. Anisson-Duperron 
on the recent nominations of subprefects, a notice 
by General Ducrot of an interpellation on the 
elections of the Ni5vre, and a question by JSd!. de 
Belcastel on the manner in which the government 
intended to apply the penal law to the insurgents 
so soon as it should be master of Paris. We see 
how the Bight helped M. Thiers and his 
ministers in their labours. M. Mortimer Temaux 
eagerly seized the opportunity, thus, as it were, 
offered to him. 

M. Mortiitur Ternaiu . — “ Some persons in this 
Assembly have blamed me for having brought into 
the tribune a document which was signed by the 
syndicate of the Parisian associations.” {No! no!) 

M de lidcadel . — “Not at aU, you were quite 
right.” 

M. Mortimer Temaux . — “ Very well, if I was 
right, hero is another {laughter). . . . much more 
important on account of the signatmes affixed to 
it.” 

This was an account of a conversation which 
had taken place a few days before between M. 
Thiers, and MM. Emile Fourcaud and Simiat, 
delegates of the town of Bordeaux. 
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TSweral members of the BiOsAl read !” 

Different iw'cm.— **N ol no. Enougli of irri- 
tating discussions I— Question ! question ! ” 

M. Mortimer Temaux ^ — “In the first para- 
graph the sentiments which M. Thiers ex- 
pressed on difieront points are set forth j then in a 
Isubseguent paragraph, — the only one which 1 am 
going to read to you — ^they add, speaking in the 
name of M. Thiers, for it is M. Thiers who is 
supposed to bo speaking, — 

M. Tltiers. — “ M. Thiers ought to be allowed to 
speak for himself! ” 

From a great many benches. — “ Bravo I bravo 1 
very good.” 

M. 'Mortimer Ternaux. — “ I bog your pardon, 
but it is not I who put words into your mouth, 
it is the document.” 

M. Tillers. — “ I wish to speak.” 

M. Dll Favre. — “M. Mortimer Ternaux, you 
are playing a dangerous part.” 

M. Jules Simon. — “ You may do much harm to 
your country.” 

M. Mortimer Ternaux. — “In any case 1 am 
acting in good faith. 

“ Here is the paragraph I wish to read to the 
chamber : — 

“ ‘ If the insurgents would cease hostilities, the 
gates would be left open, during one week, except 
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for the assassins of the Generals Client Thomas 
and Lecomte.’ 

“ Now by excepting only the assassins of the 
Generals Cldment Thomas and Lecomte> and 
opening the gates to everybody, a promise is 
evidently given which ought not to be ful- 
filled.” 

M. Aeloeque. — “The gates would be opened 
for the insurgents and closed for the law.” 

From different benches. — “ That promise has not 
boon given.” 

M, Mmiimer Trrnmix. — “ I do not say it has ; 
what I say is, that it is published in a document 
bearing three signatures, and most imporbint ones 
too, since the very first is that of the mayor of 
Bordeaux.” 

Cheers on some of the Bight bencJies, murmurs on 
the Left. 

M. Thiers (amid deep silence). — “ I ask the 
Assembly to excuse the emotion I feel, which it 
will understand when it knows that, consecrating 
my life, day and night, to the service of my 
country with a disinterestedness which I believe 
is proven ; — ” 

From a great number of benches. — “Yes, yes, 
and every one is grateful to you for it.” 

M. Thiers. — “ Exposed to every danger, I now 
encounter, pardon the word, such tricksy.” 
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(Jtfttmwr# and ohjeeliom on the Bight beneheot 
applause from the Left and the Centre,) 

il. Mortimer Ternauas.-—** I protest against the 
expression just now employed by M. Thiers.” 

M, Thiers , — “ I am in the right, I maintain it, I 
am in the right.” (Jicnewed applause from the 
«ame benches,) 

M, % Comte de Maille . — “ The repeated applause 
from this side ” (pointing towards the Left) “ proves 
that this is no trickery.” (Applause from some of 
the Bight benches.) 

M. IZViier«.— “I maintain the word 1” (Murmurs 
from the Bights renewed applause from the Left, 
and from several bene,hes in other parts of the 
Assembly.) “Yes, gentlemen, when, foreseeing 
ingratitude, not doubting that I must meet with it, 
I devote my life to the public service, you ought at 
least not to weaken me. 

"Well then, let all those who aro of this opinion 
rise and declare themselves; let the Assembly 
decide. I cannot govern upon such conditions.” 

FVom several benches . — " Qui'e right, quite right; 
That is true.” 

M. Jules Simon . — "And wo know it welll” 

M. de JuignS . — "You are not in any way 
attacked, M. Thiers !” 

M. Thiers . — ^**1 demand of the Assembly that 
it pass a vote of confidence on this subject.” 



288 THE aOVEBNUENT Of M. THIEBS. 

From some of the Left benches . — Hear 1 teal I” 

M. Thiers . — ^“My resignation is ready,” (Up- 
roar.) 

A voice from, the Right . — ” Lay it down ! ” 

It need hardly be said, that the vote demanded 
by M. Thiers was passed by an immense majority 
(490 against 0, and 104 abstentions.) But thirf 
is how M. Thiers was supported by a portion 
of the Right in that terrible conflict which at 
that period he had to sustain. M. BertaHild 
ascended the tribune before the close of this 
episode, and read a decree issued by the Com- 
mune the day before (the l(>th May, 1871,) and 
the execution of which had commenced in Paris 
whilst M. Ternaux was still in the tribune. It 
runs as follows : — 

“Article 1. The personal estate of M. Thiers 
shall bo seized by the Administration of National 
Property.” 

“ Article 2. The house of M. Thiers, situated in 
the Place Georges, shall be razed to the ground.” 

It may seem surprising that during this same 
month, in 1871 , the proposition of conferring a 
quinquennial presidency on M. Thiers should have 
been discussed in the meetings of the Right. This 
idea was started by a few members of the Left 
Centre, but it found partisans among the Right, 
and even among members who talked openly of 
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tho inoroasing distrust with which M. Thiera in* 
spired them. It made so much waj that M. Thiers 
seriously discussed the matter with his most in- 
timate counsellors. There is no doubt that the 
proposition would have been voted by a very largo 
ihajority. M. Thiers, who not only was disinte- 
rested^ but took a pride in being so, said to all those 
who pressed him on the subject, “ I want nothing 
for myself.” Ho held by his own desire an exhaus- 
tive conversation on this subject with two friends 
in whom ho had long placed absolute confidence. 
He concluded it by these words, which explain the 
conduct of certain members of the Right, those 
who wished not to overthrow but to lead him ; 
“I want nothing for myself,” he said to those 
two friends. “ 1 will only accept duties. Wlien the 
Constitution has been drawn up, the attributes of 
the President will bo clearly determined. At 
pro.sent I only possess my freedom of action on 
condition of being able to offer my nvsignution.” 

The inventors of the quinquennial Presidency 
did not give up their project, v hich was modified 
little by little until it became, tliree months later, 
the germ of the Rivet proposition. 

After the entrance of the troops into Paris, the 
Assembly pa8.sed a vote that M. Thiers and the 
aimy had both deserved well of the country. 
This was a day of triumph for M. Thiers. 

VOL. II. 
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It was also a day of triumph for him, for dur 
anny, for France, and for the cause of ordm* in 
Europe, when, accompanied by the Assembly, he 
solemnly passed in review the army which had 
just given such glorious proof of its resuscitation. 
But he did not cease to meet, on the Right of the 
Assembly, with those “ trickeries ” of which he' 
had complained with so much spirit on the 11th 
May. We might give innumerable proofs of 
this fact, by public as well as private instances. 
Delegates from the Ithcnion des Reservairs were to 
be met almost daily on the Place d’Armos, on their 
way to demand of M. Thiers the dismissal of one 
of his ministers, or an explanation of one of his 
acts. We shall only mention hero what occurred 
in the public sittings, and of these wo shall recall 
only the most raeinorablo circumstances. 

On the 21th August, 1871, the consequences 
of tlio insurrection were still under discussion. 
M. de Moaux demanded the immediate disbanding 
of the whole of the National Guard. Ho brought 
an accusation against certain National Guards 
whom the Govern mont had not yet, he said, dis- 
banded ; there was the National Guard of Lyons, 
who had permitted one of their chiefs to bo 
assassinated, and had let the red flag float for 
six months over the mairio ; and the National 
Guard of Saint-Etienne which had neither d^ 
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fended nor arenged the Flrefeot of the Loire (M, 
de TEsp^e). 

M. de Meaw: — "Bnt in calling attention to 
these facts» which I believe to be incontestable, is 
it my intention to accuse the Government ?” 

M, Thiers. — ** Accuse it I ” 

M.^ de Meaux.—'** No ; our duty is to warn, 
not to accuse, when wo wish to roaintam.” 

M. Thiers . — “Accuse it! accuse it! it would 
1)6 more frank.” 

M. Thiers in his reply did not deny the necessity 
of disbanding the National Guard. Everybody in 
the Assembly knew that compulsory service was 
to be organized in conjunction with a system 
of reserve and territorial forces, which could not 
bo reconciled w’ith the existence of the National 
Guard. “I do not object to their being 
banded,” said M. Thiers, “ I object to their being 
disbanded at once. I wish to retain the power of 
disbanding them at my own time, and in propor- 
tion as the army is reorgariized.” lie showed 
that the exaggerated reports of the orators of 
the Right were serving no purpose but that of 
alarming the country. 

“ I have a patriotic duty to fulfil. There is, I 
announce it w'ith all pubHcity, a system of alarms 
— ^unintentional, I admit, on. the part of many 
of those who make themselves its involuntary 

u 2 
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agents, — perfidiously planned and carried out--I 
hasten to add, beyond these walls — by all those 
parties who are enemies of France and of the 
present order of things.” 

From, the Left. — “ True ! true I ” 
from the Bight.) 

M. Thiers . — “ They are trying to alarm the * 
country ; many honest men do so, I am awai-e, with 
the utmost sincerity, they alarm the country 
because they are alarmed themselves . . .” 

Several members on the Bight. — “ One may well 
be alarmed.” 

M. Thiers . — " But in alarming the country they 
do the greatest amount of harm that can possibly 
bo done to it; they disturb its industry, they 
destroy its ci*edit, and credit is now our only 
resource. They furnish pretexts to the foreigner 
who occupies our soil. 

” I affirm that material order is not in danger 
. . . . (Signs of aj)provaI on, the Left; clamour 
on th-A -ftight.) T affirm it ... . (Renewed 
clamour on the Bight.) .... It is not they who 
intciTupt mo who answer for it; it is I who 
answer for it with my head and with my honour. 

I answer for it before France, before history, 
that material order is not in danger.” (Applause 
OH the Left.) 

And on their interrupting him again from the 
Bight, — 
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'“Gentlemen/* he said, “your resolution and 
nnine are separated by so short an interval that we 
certainly ought to grant one another time to 
explain ourselves.’* 

Insisting anew on material oi’dor, “ I say,** he 
repeated with energy, " that disorder cannot arise 
’ agait^ in France at this moment. It is well that 
the country should know, it is well that all 
those should know who now think only of 
working, of enriching the land with the sweat of 
their brow, and of helping the Government to pay 
the ransom of the country, — that their \vork shall 
not be disturbed, and that the nightly repose of 
which they stand in need to relievo them after the 
toils of the day, is assured to them. (Ajqflawte 
on th^ Left.) 

“ As for the moral disorder, do you know whai 
is the cause of it, in my opinion, perhaps in yours r 
In my opinion it is caused by our divisions. 
(Hear! hear ! on the Left; inurmure on the ftUjht.) 

“ I do not say enough when T say our divisions. 
Divisions are natural in a iioo country. The 
cause of moral disorder lies in this, tliat our 
divisions are unexampled in any nation; it lies 
in our passions. {Semdlion.) 

“ Well, as for me, hero is ray policy in two 
words. I have no other care, I have no other 
work from morning to night, but to try and 
prevent the diderent parties from attacking one 
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another.” (Murmurs on the Bight; applause on 
the Left.) 

The iatermptions became more and more fre- 
quent, and the noise of conversation almost 
drowned the speaker’s voice. 

“ If I were a weak man,” he cried, I should 
be your flatterer. Instead of that, when I. think 
you are mistaken, I regard it as a duty to tell you 
so. (Uproar.) 

“ If you will not bo told, that is your affair. 
So, when the Government which you have 
appointed thinks you ai*e mistak<'n, you will not 
even listen to it. (No ! uo /) I am not 
offended. 

“ Hut from the number of voices which are 
raised against luy wonls in tlu.s Assembly, 1 
think that the confidence which I require is 
much shaken . . . .” 

Several voices . — Not so ! not so ! do not think 
it ! ” 

M. Thiers . — “ As for me, when I wear out my 
life in the service of my country, I have a right 
to be rew'arded by a little attention and, I venture 
to add, by a good deal of esteem. (Agitation.) 

“Now, I repeat, I believe this confidence to 
be shaken.” 

From several benches . — ** No 1 no ! not at 
aU!” 
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M. Dueuin^,-^** Do not gixo an advantage to 
your adversaries by believing it.” 

M. Thiers , — “ I will only add one word : I 
know what the present scene demands of me, 1 
have nothing more to say to the Assembly!” 
{Of roar. Loud applause frmn the Left; murmurs 
and siidden agitation on the other benches. Almost 
all the Jlepresetiiaiivcs are on their feet, Sotno 
have their places, others colUct in groups. The 
greatest excitement prevails in all parts of the 
hall.) 

On the 28th August, 1871, four days after this 
sitting, which might have led to such fatal con> 
sequences, M. Vitet read from the tribune his 
report on the Rivet proposition. Briefly, M. Rivet 
and the cosignatories of this proposition had for 
their object, first, the confeiring on M. Thiers, of 
the title of President of the Republic, and, secondly , 
the securing to him the possession of power for 
the space of three years. Nine bureaux out of 
fifteen had appointed hostile delegates. It was to 
be expected therefore that th^ committee would 
propose its rejection. On the contraiy, it was 
the adoption of the project that it proposed, but 
of the project very considerably modified. The 
Left was especially struck with the preambles 
placed before the articles, and with the terms in 
which the report was expressed, which, while 
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advising tbc adoption, seemed, they said, to prompt 
tbo rejection of the proposal. Th^ were 
astonished and irritated at this contradiction. 
The contradiction existed, but neither the oom> 
mittee nor their reporter ought to be reproached 
with it, since both their resolutions and their 
words very faithfully expressed the state of^ mind 
of the majority. The committee gave a fresh con- 
firmation to the llepublican form, it conferred a 
new title on M. Thiers, a new title and an increase 
of authority and stability, but it did so against its 
■will and because it felt, in spite of itself, that 
M. Thiers was the indispensable man ; it neither 
attempted to hide its aversion to the Republic, nor 
its distrust of the President, and it surrounded tho 
concessions which it wais obliged to make with all 
the restrictions and precautions that could be 
employed to diminish their range. This impres- 
sion was so evidently the result of M. Vitet’s doable 
reading, and was so universally felt, that M. 
Dufaure immediately mounted the tribune and 
requested, or rather exacted in tho name of tho 
Council of Ministers, the addition of a new pre- 
amble containing an expression of admiration 
and gratitude towards M. Thiers. 

Tho discussion took place the second day 
afterwards. Several speeches were made against 
the bill. The most remarkable in all respects, 
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Uie deverest, and the most frank, was that of 
M. 14once de Lavei^e. 

He tnaintained that it was contrary to all prin- 
ciples of Republican government, and all free 
constitutional government whatever, to set up at 
once a sovereign and unique Assembly, indis- 
*solub)p by the President, and a President nomi- 
nated for three years, whom the Assembly was 
unable to dismiss. M. Thiers made a great point 
of his continuing to be a deputy. “ They cannot 
deprive me,” ho said, “ of the laght which 1 hold 
from my constituents.” He made a still greater 
point of the right of speaking from the tribune 
whenever he should wish. “ I am an orator, I am 
not a general. My only power lies in the tribune.” 
The committee agreed to grant him this privilege. 
“ This would bo all very well for a minister, be- 
cause he can bo dismissed,” said M. do Lavorgne, 
“ but how can you allow a President, against 
whom there is no voting, to take part in the 
debates?” M. Loonce de Tjuvergne concluded, 
and in truth ho was not far wiong, that the jjto- 
jeet of the committee was ill-conceived, full of 
contradictions, and would lead to impossibilities. 
He wound up as follows : ” At what a time is the 
proposal made to us to depart to such an extent 
from all the traditions of a Republican and a free 
government ? We must answer sadly but frankly, 
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for the situation to whicli we are brought will not 
admit of our keeping silence any longer; at a 
time when, on all questions of government, a 
profound disagreement has declared itsdf between 
the chief of the Executive and the majority of the 
Assembly .... {Prolonged esediement), • 

“Wo had sought up to the present time to 
conceal these disagreements in the privacy of our 
secret deliberations, but now they appear in broad 
daylight, and the President of the Council has 
publicly recognized and aggravated them at a 
recent sitting. 

“ On the abrogation of the laws of exile, on tho 
dc})artmental law, on military reorganization, 
on tho indemnity to bo granted to the invaded 
de]>artmonts, on the law for tho dissolution of tho 
National Guard, on all the most important 
financial questions, we have had to sustain a more 
or less open contest with a Government emanating 
fronj ourselves ; a new contest is said to be in 
preparation on the subject of the bill demanded 
by all the bureaus for the maintenance of the seat 
of government at Versailles. The Assembly ought 
to retain more jealously than ever that authority 
which the country has put into its hands.** 

It was all very fine for M. de Lavergne to talk 
of the contradictions of which the Assembly was 
guilty. Everybody made them in this affair; he 
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made some himself, since instead of voting 
against the bill, he confined himsolf to proposing 
an amendment which he ended by renouncing ; and 
after all, what was the scheme which granted to H, 
Thiere the title of President for three years while 
reserving to the Assembly the right of dcprmng 
him oi it, but the most formal of contradictions ? 

The Right had thought fit to declare at the 
head of the bill that the Chamber was about to 
make use for the first time of its constituent 

r 

power, “ an essential attribute of the authority 
with which it is invested.” The Left combated 
this preamble to the uttermost, and undertook to 
show that the Assembly vras simply legislative, 
and could not take to itself constituent powers 
without Uvsurpation. But the Loft, which de- 
clined to be constituent, maintained that the 
Rivet motion, as soon as it should have been 
voted, would have the force of a constitutional law ; 
and the Right, wdiich in the preamble so loudly 
laid claim, to the constituent oower, declared in 
debate that it was simply passing an ordinary 
Itiw, 1^8 than that, a mere resolution, essentially 
revocable, a change of title, nothing more. Both 
sides of the Chamber invoked principles, but 
thought only of interests. It is no offence to 
the Left to say that it would have declared 
itself constituent if it had bad the majority, and 
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as for Ibo Right, which took such high ground 
for a simple change of name, if in the first danse 
of the bill it could have substituted the name of 
Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom for that of 
President of the Republic, it would immediately 
have declared that the Republic had bCv n definitely 
condemned by a constitutional vote. 

After a warm discussion, the first clause was 
passed by 434 votes against 225. The Govern- 
ment had supported it. It was thus worded: — 

“The National Assembly, considering that it 
has the right to make use of the constituent 
power as being an <>ssential attribute of the 
sovereignty with which it is invested, and that the 
imperative duties which it was first of all incum- 
bent on it to undertake, and which are even yet far 
from being accomplished, have alone hindered it 
from making use of this power up to the present 
time.” 

M. do Lavergne at once withdrew his amend- 
ment, because the Assembly, being constituent 
and conseiiuently sovereign, it could at any time 
dismiss M. Thiers. This right of dismissal is 
contained besides in clause three of the biU, which 
runs thus : ** The President of the Republio is 
responsible to the Assembly.” Responsible, in 
the language of the law, means liable to be 
dismissed, and M. Vitot had explained this very 
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clearly in his report. The declaration that the 
power of the President should be of equal duration 
with that of the Assembly must be looked upon, ho 
said, ** as rather an apparent satisfaction than a real 
one, since the responsibility of the chief of the 
State to the Assembly still remained, and that a 
separation was always possible.** We have soon 
that M. Thiers was a great upholder of this doc- 
trine, and that ho lookt?d upon the right of being 
able to give in his resignation as a source of 
power for himself. 

The preamble relating to M. Thiers, which was 
demanded by M. Dufauro in the name of the 
Council of Ministers was thus worded : — 

“ Taking moreover into consideration the 
eminent scrnces rendered to the country by M. 
Thiers during the last six months, and the 
guarantees represented by the continuance of the 
powers ■which he holds from the Assembly ....*’ 

AI. Fresneau presented himself at the tribune 
to contest this, but, before thf- jnanifest desire of 
the Assembly, he "withdrew without speaking. 
The result of the voting was as follows; 524 
votes for the motion, thirty-six against it, and 
136 abstentions. 

There still remained a question which M. 
Thiers had much at heart, and with regard to 
which he was indeed intractable. Gould he inter- 
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fere, as in time past, in parliamentaiy debates ? 
The committee proposed to forbid his entrance 
into Parliament. “But we would ask,” said 
M. Vitot in his report, “ if through respect for 
principles we were to go so far as to propose to 
France that she shaU decree that henceforth her 
incomparable orator shall open his moi^th no 
more and shall speak only by message, whether 
Franco would not be tempted to laugh in our 
faces ; and I will not say what she would think 
of us.” M. de Lavergne proposed that at least 
the President of the Republic should be obliged 
to inform the President of the Assembly, by a 
message, of his intention to take part in the 
debate. The Chamber did not vote this formality, 
which was afterwards accepted and aggravated. 
The committee contented itself with saying, 
“ He shall be heard by the National Assembly 
us often as he shall think it necessary, after 
having informed the President of his intention.” 
This somewhat obsemre reading was adopted ; it 
did not much hamper the President, nor did it 
offer any great relief to the Right. The corn- 
raittee would have wished to give rather nmre 
solemnity to the words of the President, and to 
render his intervention less frequent if not more 
difficult. The whole law was passed by 491 votes 
against ninety-four. 

The vote took place on 31st August ; the law 
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was promtilgated on 3rd September. Article 1, 
after being several times remodelled, was ex- 
pressed in these terms : — 

“ The chief of the Executive Power shtdl take 
the title of President of the French Republic. He 
shall continue, under the authority of the National 
Xssen^ly, and so long as it shall not have con- 
cluded its labours, to exercise the functions dele- 
gated to him by the decree of the 17th February, 
1871.” 

The Assembly, by using these terms, prevented 
M. Thiers from surviving it. By the whole drift 
of the law, and by the report of M. Vitet, it 
reserved to itself the right of dismissing him. It 
is easy by these signs to recognize an Assembly 
which nominates a President of the Republic 
without accepting the Republic, which; while pro- 
fessing 'to reward M. Thiers, gives him only .a 
deceptive title and a mockery of stability, and 
which takes pains to declare that it votes all this 
in spite of itself, and only “in order not to 
refuse.” 

M. Lavorgne stated in polite terms “ the com- 
plaints” of the majority against M. Thiers. 
When M. de Lorgeril dr General Du Temple took 
up the word, they spoke , more bluntly. Here is 
a speech of M. Du Temple’s, which certainly ex- 
presses the feelings of a great number of his friends. 
It was delivered on 12th September, 1871. 
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“ At Bordeaux,” said M. Du Temple, ** when 
we saw that the chief of the Executiye did not 
form his ministry from the majority, we said 
nothing, because there was a treaty to be made ; 
it has been none the better for it. At Versailles, 
wo again said nothing, although the chief of the 
Executive paid no attention to our opinion, 
because there was an insurrection, and it has 
been none the less abominable. 

“ Must we always be silent ? (Speak ! speak /) 

“ A month ago I ascended the tribune. I 
wished to ask why the members of the Commune 
indicted had not yet been tried, why the Marseilles 
verdicts had not been executed, why the National 
Guard, condemned by public opinion before we 
had condemned it, was not yet disarmed, why the 
ministry no longer represented the majority of the 
Assembly. 

“ What has been done since ? 

“ The Government, they say, has forsworn extra- 
legal measures. I ask myself, what will it do 
then ? (Exclamaiiom on the Left,) Opinion is 
alarmed. 

“ I see in Franco but two parties : on the right 
hand honest men, and on the left the Commune, 
its aiders and abettors. Between the two I see no 
possible mean, any more than between a murderer 
and a judge of assize. 

“ I have done. I wanted to show that I was. 
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nett^or the dupe nor the accomplice of a policy 
of procrastination and connivance, vrbich, under 
an apparent calm, allows full growth to every, 
evil passion. Morality and religion are not to 
be insulted by the press, and by insensate acta 
and writings, with impunity. Such indulgence 
Viil assuredly bear its fruits.” 

The official report of M. Du Temple’s speech 
merely added “ Cheers from a few benches.” 

Let us briefly answer some of these things. 
The Ministry, according to M. Du Temple, was 
not taken from the majority ; and yet, at that 
time tho Minister of the Interior was M. 
Lambrecht, and ho had as colleagues in the 
Cabinet M. de Larcy, M. de Cissey, and M. 
Pouyor-Quertier. 

The disarmament of the National Guard did not 
proceed fast enough to please the orator of the 
Bight. He forgot that the Government had only 
pledged itself to disband it gradually, and accord- 
ing to the progress of the reor’ .ranization of the 
army. * 

Again, M. Du Temple said that the trials of the 
Communists made no progress. Certainly the 
fault was not with the Government. Do our 
readers know the actual number of the prisoners? 
It was 38,000. They were distributed on men- 
of-war, and in the fortresses of our ports. A 

VOL. n. X 
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Minister, M. Jules Simon, accompanied bj Admi^ 
Krantz, had just visited all the dep6ts at 
Cherbourg, Brest, Lorient and Rochefort. The 
object of this visit was to ascertain that the laws 
of humanity were everywhere observed, and that 
the first revision and classification of the indict- 
ments were carried out with the least possible* 
delay. On M. Jules Simon’s return, the number 
of officers engaged in this heavy task was raised 
to 150. 

M. Du Temple further complains that the 
Government had forbidden extra-legal measures ; 
this reproach, since it is on»‘, was indeed deserved. 
M. Thiers’ first words in the Coinicil had been 
fheso: — “No transportation without trial.” He 
had repeated them several times in the tribune, 
and his own resolution and that of his colleaguifs 
had been irrevocably token on this point. That 
which M. Du Temple thought impossible was 
done. The number of Courts-Martial in the first 
division was increased to twenty-two. There 
wore two Courts of Revision. A certain number 
of cases were tried by the courts-martial of the 
other military divisions, and by fourteen courts 
of assize. The number of condemnations for 
criminal acts amounted to 9596. Of this number 
6501 appealed. M. Du Temple protested against 
the leniency of the Government. We now know 
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thal nearly all the appeals were granted; but 
wlien M. Du Temple delivered his memorable 
speech, it was far otherwise, and the complaints 
of the honourable speaker were without motive or 
pretext. Besides, in any case, the I'esponsibility 
of the pardons granted did not rest with the Pre- 
sident ^of the Republic. Tlie law of 17th June 
had enacted that a pardon required two separate 
consents, that of the President, and tliat of a com- 
mission of fifteen members elected by the Assembly . 
This commission numboi’ed among its members 
three only belonging to the Left Centre, MM. 
Martel, DuchAtel, and Corno. The other twelve 
members belonged to the Right. Not a pardon, 
not a single commutation of punishment could bo 
granted without its consent. Would the number 
of pardons granted have been greater if M. Thiers 
had been sole master? The ministers and the 
members of the commission only could ttdl us, 
but they will bo silent. Wliat is public and 
certain, and it explains the chavv“.s of General Du 
Temple, is, that from the first day of the insurrec- 
tion, M. Thiers spoke of nslcntless repression 
against the chiefs and the. men found guilty of 
concerted crimes, but that he promised the others 
indulgence. 

. M. Du Temple complained of the latitude given 
to journals which, said he, insulted morality and 

X 2 
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religion. “ We cannot,” retorted M. Ijambreciiti 
“employ weapons which we no longer posses. 
Do you want to re-enact the decree of 1852? 
{No! no!) Well, wc shall not ask for it, and I 
see that you do not want it any more than we 
do.” 

In any case, if the Government was indulgent 
to the journals which attacked religion, its severity 
was not excessive towards those journals, friends 
of M. Du Temple, which attacked the Republic. 
At that very time, in Marseilles, a toAvn under the 
state of su'gc, a journal called Le Legiflnmte was 
publishing the following, (M. Rouvicr read out 
the passage from the tribune. The interruptions 
on the Right are worthy of remark.) 

M.ltovrirr (reading). — “ Do what you will, and 
say what you will, M. Thiers and accomplices, the 
Republic, as you understand it, is impossible in 
France. 

“ The Commune ! that is its true expression.” 

A Voice on the liight. — “ That is true.” 

M.Ronvier (continuing). — “Before all things, no 
God, no morality, no family, no property, no 
law, no justice, no work ; but, per contra^ alcohol 
unlimited. . . .” 

M. Golb-liemard . — “ That is true ; that is true.” 

M. Homier (reading). — “ This is what the people 
expect from the good Republic.” 
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Among the acts of courageous firmness wliioli 
abound in M. Thiers* life, we must reckon the 
message that he read in person from the tribune, 
7th December, 1871. This document, which was 
the longest of its kind that ho had ever written, 
passed in review, with the clearnoss and precision 
which w^ere the special characteristics of M. Thiers, 
and with rare outspokenness, all the elements of 
the situation. 

He showed, first, that material order was estab- 
lished everywhere. This was not the case with 
moral order, which was still far from satisfactorily 
established in the Southern Dcfartmonts. “Be- 
sides,” he said, “ tlie country wants, in order to be 
completely at rest, something which is ever present 
in all our thoughts, something which the Govern- 
ment cannot give it, something which is in your 
power, but which perhaps it would not be wise for 
you to give it preci[>itately, that is to say, a clearly 
defined future. For such a benefit we must look 
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to time, and io God, the sole possessor of time ; to 
God, the sole disposer of events; and we must 
prepare for it with patience, calmness, and the 
clear intelligence of modern society.” (General 
and profound sensation.) 

The President then proceeded to speak of onr 
foreign situation, which was as calm as wc could 
expect after so disastrous a war. 

“ Our policy is peace,” he said, “ peace without 
discouvagomeiit and without bravado, with the 
conviction that. I'eorganiised France vrill always 
be iiecessar)’’ to Europe, and always capable of 
fulfilling her duties there to others and her- 
self.” 

Ho went into very circumstantial details of 
the negotiations Avith Germany, which had anti- 
cipated the liberation of six departments. Our 
manufacturers had protested when the treaty was 
announced, because for a time it gave facilities 
to the importation of German products into 
Franco; German commerce had not been less 
affected by the reciprocal entry of French goods. 
The negotiations had been at one time broken off ; 
finally a basis had been agreed to : a limitation 
of the quantities of French produce imported into 
Germany ; a diminution of six months on the 
period during which freedom w'as granted to 
goods from Alsace-Lorraine. “ Well, gentlemen, 
we confess it; ic was the considei'ation of liberatiog 
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the territory which weighed more |han any other 
consideration with us. {Quite right / quite riglU !) 
Material interests seemed to ns to bo sufficiently 
g^ranteed, but nothing could weigh in the balance 
with the evacuation of the territory in so much 
shorter a time. Our feelings carried the day, 
and w® are sure that wo sluill not be reproached 
hero any more than wo have been throughout the 
country.” {Ho! no I Quite right! quite, right!) 

In spite of the opposition which had been 
raised two months before, the approbation of the 
Chamber was not doubtful. Boshlos, the country, 
as M. Thiers reminded it, had decided. The 
question which followed this, in the message, was 
full of peril. It concerned commercial treaties. 
M. Thiers boldly faced it, and the solution ho 
proposed was accepted without difficulty; it 
consisted in giving notice of the treaty, only for 
the purpose of fixing a date, with a view to con- 
tinue the iK'gotiations during the year which would 
elaj»sc between the giving of notice and its with- 
drawal or renewal. 

“ The administration, as you know, consists first 
of all, of a well-chosen prcfcctoral staff, . , . 
{ironical ! aught er and interru ptiom jeofn »mne of the 
Rigid henelteu, munuurs of approval and din- 
a2>provalt) in a well-chosen prcfcctoral staff, well 
adapted to the populations, which it is called upon 
to regulate.” {Freeh interruptions^ 
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M. Thiers, after having reminded his hearera 
that the choice of prefects, diffictdt at anj time, is 
especially so in such troubled times, came after 
many arguments to the conclusion that from the 
evidence which he received from the departments, 
the administrative body was as well chosen as 
it was possible for it to be. His words, were 
received with denials and murmurs from several 
of the Right benches. The President of the 
Assembly thought fit to recall these dissen* 
tients to a sense of propriety. His words were 
chcero<l only by the Left. “ So it is allowable 
to praise but not to V)lame,” cried M. de Lorgeril. 
— “ Sir,” replii'd M. Thiers, “ having a written 
document to read, I am iinporalively forbidden 
to reply to any iiderruption.” 

After this painful incident, tlu' Assembly lis- 
tcnetl in silence, and even with signs of satisfac- 
tion, to n luminous exposition of our financial 
situation, the loan opo7’ations, and those whose 
object was the payment of the first two milliards 
into the (lerman coffers. Even the enemies of 
M. Thiers felt the immensity of the service which 
he had just rendered. He ended the financial por- 
tion of his message by these thrilling words : — 
“ The total budget reaches the sum of two mil- 
liai’ds, 429,000,000, or, including departmental 
expenses, two milliards, 749,000,000; the war with 
Prussia will have added to our budget an annual 
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expenditore of 600,000,000 (24,000,000 st^Ung). 
Thus, whereas extravagance raised our budget 
from 1862 to 1870 from one milliard 500,000,000 
to two milliards, 100,000,000 or 200,000,(K)0 j 
in one single year, 1870, a mad war will have 
raised it to two milliards, 749,000,000 ; from*^ 
* whicli it will follow that in eighteen years the 
total and annual increase of our budget has been 
one milliard, 260,000,000, that is to say, that 
. our public burdens have been nearly doubled ; to 
which we must add the loss of two provinces, and 
the loss of the greatness of France, if the greatness 
of France could perish.” (Great senmtion.) 

M. Thiers then spoke of all that had been done 
to reconstruct the army, an tidmirable work, the 
honour of which behmgs chiefly to himself. 
He explained the organizalion of the army-corps 
in time of peace. Fornu'rly the only thiixg 
organized in time of peace was the regiment; it 
was this that made the beginning of a campaign 
so long and laborious. Our soUliers, accustomed 
to garrison life in towns, were j;ot used to camp 
life. We have now 4(),000 men encamped in 
huts, some of which are of masonry, the others 
of wood lined with wood. The soldier is healthily 
and comfortably lodged there, and finds himself 
better off than in most barracks. 

This innovation on former custom was a little 
difficult to effect ; it means a rough liffi for the 
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officers ; but they acquire a taste for Hfe in com* 
mon, for work, and study. They find their satis* 
faction in the service they render to their men 
and to the country. 

The question of military ranks was touched 
upon delicately. The necessities of the war had 
led to a temporary departure from all tho rules 
of promotion. Captains had become Generals. 
Colonels had found themselves raised in a few 
months t.o the rank of generals of division and of 
commandants of army-corps. A commission 
had been appointed to reconsider those hasty • 
promotions. Each man’s service had been con- 
sidered. Some hud been maintained in their 
new ranks ; others had lower po.'^itions assigned 
to them. No doubt these decisions had prothiced 
a vast amount of discontent among those whom 
they concerned. Older officers, who had been taken 
prisoner or whom chance had kept in obscurity, 
seeing new men put over their heads, might 
naturally feel discouraged or turn refractory. 
M. Thiers ascertained, to the eternal lionour of 
our veterans, that nothing of the kind had taken 
place. " A split between the older officei^, whose 
advancement was due to the length and distinction 
of their services, and the new men, who owed their 
promotion to very substantial services no doubt, 
but also to the rush of events, was prophesied 
to us. A rigorous spirit of justice which the 
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Government and the Commission of Banks 
labour to oi)ey, time which effaces all differences 
of origin, the good sense of our officers which 
leads them to understand the necessity of abnega- 
tion in order to return to a regular system, havo 
forestalled the dangei’S which we were led to 
fear^and concord is restored between men worthy 
of serving together.” {Loud clurr.'t.) 

All the difficulties of the moment having been 
revieured, there remained the formidable qiiostion 
of recruiting. M. Thiers might have omitted it, 
since it was not on the order of the day ; but he 
attached too much importance to it, not to con- 
front with boldness, and directly attack one of the 
most popular delusions of the Chamber. Most of 
the deputies, both on the Bight and on the J^c'ft, 
wanted compulsory service, wdth a very brief so- 
journ in barracks. They would have put up with 
throe years, taking the entire contingents, which 
gave an army of 900,000 men, or even one of 
1,000,000, if you took account of the 120,000 
soldiers not recruited by roll of drum. “ Num- 
bers,” said M. Thiers, “are no doubt of great 
importance, but quality is of much greater. 

“ If by compulsory service you mean that the 
IVench mind must be filled with the patriotic and 
moral principle, that the life of every Frenchman 
is due to France in moments of great peril, then 
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I agree with you, and that is how I undorstauDd 
compulsory service; but if you mean, that in 
time of peace as in time of war, every Frenchman 
must figure as a unit in the militant army, then 
you are pursuing a bubble, and exposing the 
country to the disorganization of civil society 
(cheers and counter-cheers) and to the absolute 
ruin of its finances, and you are also laying the 
foundation of an army, very numerous undoubt- 
edly, but wholly unfit for real warfare. (Cheers 
a7ul counter- cdieers reuemd.) 

“ Not only so, but I am going to show you 
that cojiipulsory service is impracticable. The 
class which every year reaches tlie age of 21, the 
age at which they are liable to serve, numbers in 
France 300,000 niciior thereabouts. If you enrol 
these 300,000 men, you would, with three years’ 
service, have three contingents numbering about 
900,000 men; but tlie elasticity of the budget, 
strained to the utmost, could not possibly maintain 
more than 400,000 men. What follows ? why you 
miist send half your men back to their homes, 
in the middle of the appointed time of service, 
in order to make room for the new comers. 

“It follows that on the average our soldiers 
would only have eighteen months’ training, and 
you cannot make a soldier in eighteen months, 
still less a non-commissioned officer. (Cheers amd 
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comier-cheera.) The day on which you should 
adopt such a resolution, France would be lost. 
(Uproar and long-continuetl cheers and counter^ 
cheers.) 

“ I will give you with regard to that, unanswor* 
able authoiities, and in particular the example of 
' Prussia, whose success is due to the energy with 
which the king and his prime minister have striven 
for many years to extend the time of service.” 

M. Thiers then proceeded to unfold his own 
system : 00,000 men a year for eight years, five 
years under arms, with three years furlough 
renewable ; the balance of the class, in the terii- 
torial army. “ This army,” said M. Thiers, “ will 
unite solidity to an unequalled capacity for mobili- 
zation. The burden will fall lightly on the popu- 
lation, besides, the possibility of the substitution 
of one man’s number for another, will lighten it 
still further. (Hear! hear! from, diffcrmit parts 
of the Assemhhj.) 

**It is in this territorial Guard living at home, 
that you will be able to organ i..e an interior force 
to be entrusted with the safeguard of the city. 
(Murmurs, cheers, and counter-rheers.) 

“I have already said,' gentlemen, that, reading 
as 1 do a written domiment, I cannot answer inter- 
ruptions. 

** I assume that you wish to know what tho 
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Government thinks. Well, I am tolling you. i 
will undertake to answer your objections pre- 
sently ; if I do not answer according to the con- 
■^ction of the majority of the Assembly, to which 
alone I appeal as judge here, then I shall be in 
the wrong, and I know what 1 ought to do when 
I am in the wrong.” (Prolonged ejrcitemeipt on 
ojrimite sife.) 

From urcrral henchen . — “ Go on, do not answer 
interruptions.” 

M. Tliicrs proceeded, — 

“ Wo propose that you should choose the terri- 
torial Guard among tluiinen who alone have a true 
interest in order.” {Ilninred inicrruptlonr.) 

The striking feature in this long message is its 
courage and honesty. This complete exposition 
of the situation, without extenuation, without 
retic('nce, this anticipated declaration of the reso- 
lutions of the Chief of the State on points on 
which ho was at variance with the Assembly, have 
an essentially Republican character. They have 
dignity and true force. The Left, although it 
murmured, felt it. All these ideas on recruiting, 
on the substitution of one number for another, 
on the formation of a civic guard, on the tax 
on raw material, offended it; they waited to 
oppose them without withdrawing their support 
from an honest, patriotic, and capable .Govern- 
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ment, to which it looked for the wel&re of the 
country. The Bight, on its side, saw, with 
pleasure difEerenoes arising which it hoped to 
widen and utilise. 

The contests became more fi'equeut. Each day, 
so to speak, brought one. On 8th December, 
*M. DjachStel and M. Humbert domauded the 
return of the Assembly to l^aris. The new 
Minister for the Interior (M. Casimir Pdrier) 
mthout insisting, showed his approval. Urgency 
was negatived. Applause burst forth, — 

M. de Ressdguier said, “ It is France that 
applauds 1 ” The President declares that MM. 
Duchatel and Humbert’s proposals are sent down 
to the initiative commission. 

A voice from the Right exclaimed, “ Buried 1 ” 

On 18th December, a very brisk debate arises 
at the tribune on tho nature of the pledge given 
by the Orleans princes, that they would not occupy 
their scats at tho Assembly. M. Pascal Diiprat, 
M. Cochery, M. Lebloud, M. Diivergier fic Hau- 
ranne on one side, MM. Batbio i.iid do Broglie on 
the other, take[)art in it. While tho speakers are 
in the tribune, animated conversations are being 
carried on by the other deputies. In several parts 
of the hall these <iiscussions degenerate into 
quarrels. The result of the debate was not 
doubtful. The Bonapartists, thinking of their 
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prioous, gave their support to the Bight Centrs ; a 
good many Bepublicans refused practically to pro* 
Idng exceptional laws, and to regard the princes’ 
presence as a danger. Only a favourable vote 
could come from this collection of interests, 
compromises, and partisanship, in which policy, 
that is to say, a strong desire for the general' 
welfare, counted in fact for very little. 

M. Thiers limited himself to declaring through 
M. Casimir Perier, at the commencement of the 
sitting, that the engagement having been made 
with him and with the Assembly, he personally 
declined to pronounce upon it. The Assembly 
almost followed his example ; it refused to give an 
opinion, but oven that U*ft the door optm. The 
following order of the day, proposed by M. Fres- 
neau (a legitimist), was voted by 043 to 2. “ The 

National Assembly, considering that it is neither 
responsible for, nor has any opinion to give as to 
engagements in which it has not participated, 
passes to the order of the day.” 

This had been an embarrassing matter for 
M. Thiers and some of his ministers. M. Thiers 
had long been King Louis-Philippe’s minister; and 
he never disowned an opinion, or a friendship. 

If the Orleans princes had required his services 
as private individuals, he would have placed him- 
self at their command. He did not look on an 
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Orleanist restoration as immediately possible ; he 
did not even count on it for the future. He often 
said that if the Republic fell, neither the Count de 
Ghambord, nor the house of Orleans would replace 
it in power. He became more and more convinced 
that henceforward the only government which 
Franct^ would boar was that of a liberal conserva- 
tive Republic. This same government was, for the 
time being, the established government, which it 
was the duty of all good citizens to sxipport and 
serve. For him personally it was even still more 
a duty than for others, for ho had pledged his 
word. On their side, the Orleans princes and 
their friends denied any idea of upsetting the 
Republic. The princes declared openly that they 
were neither pretenders nor factions ; they only 
asked to be allowed to retiira to their country, 
and to devote themselves to its service under 
the form of government which it had chosen. 
It was evident that if the Republic committed 
excesses or faults which would retr lor its existence 
impossible, and if France wished to ivtum to a 
constitutional monarchy, she would find the 
Orleans princes ready to enter into her views, as 
they had been in 1830 ; but they would do nothing 
to urge the step upon her ; they would not resort 
to conspiracies or indirect attacks ; but take 
thmr place in the Assembly with the liberal 

VOL. II. y 
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conservative liberals, and give their frank support 
to M. Thiers’ Government. This was what they 
said, and M. Thiers did not doubt their sin- 
C(!rity. Cert.ainly, if France had been condemned 
to another revolution, of the three monarchical 
forms ho would have chosen for her that one which 
ho had already served, to whoso greatness he had* 
BO powerfully contributed, and which, according 
to him, olTcred the necessary guarantees for the 
maintijmance of order and liberty. Neither the 
princes nor their partisans dreamt of having 
recourse to revolutionary means in order to 
establish this government on the ruins of the 
Ilopublic. It is not in tlieir triulitions, it never 
entered their thoughts, to liave r(;coursc to force. 
I’heyonI}' obtaineii tlu« support of Legitimists and 
Bonapartists, bt'cause every one felt quite safe as 
to their intentiojis, ami also, if the whole truth must 
be told, us to their resource.^ in irnm, in money, and 
in popularity. J\l. Thiers was consequently quite 
at ease as to the question of civil war. lie knew 
that tlie Orleanists would not even go so far as 
to offer a constitutional monarchy ; that they 
would limit themselves to holding it in readiness 
for the lUiy when it should be called for. It was 
his opinion that this day would never Como. He 
believed the future of France to be contained 
in the alternative, Republic or Empire, the 
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Republic if the Republicans were wise ; the Empire 
if they gave themsolves up to that demagogic 
influence which hud j>lacctl Napoleon III. in 
power in 1851, and the Commune in 1871. At 
the same time ho thought that, — even admitting 
the perfect sinct'rity of the Orlouna princes, and he 
admitted it, even believing that of the ihrcv monar- 
chies that of .July was the only one which a liberal 
could accept, and ho believc'd it, — the Rc'public 
Avas too new, too provisional, too much contested, 
surrounded by too many emmiii's and dangers, to 
be able to bear the adilitional embamiasmout which 
the Orleans princes wouhl occasion, in spite oftheir 
disinterestedness and their wisdom, by the solo 
fact of their presence. Ih; could answer for them ; 
could he answ’er for their adherents ? If the laws 
excluding the members of late reigning families 
w’ere abolished in their favour, wouhl it l)e pos- 
sible to maintain tlunn against' others ? If tho 
Count de Chamimrd presiaitcsi himself, or tho son 
of Na])oleon 111. braved the rera(‘ml)ranco of 
Cayenim and the rt^membram of Se«lau, to 
what law's co\ild recourse; be had ? Of coin’so, 
it is painful to iin[)Ose a prolonged exile’ on men 
whom one respects, and on.fi family bn* which one 
has no feelings but those of gratitude ; but kings, 
while they are on the thront", arc; so highly 
privileged that they cannot chum the rights of 

Y 2 
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private persons after their fall. Ostracism is one 
of the forms of their greatness. A prince’s exile 
is a private misfortune, but it is not an injustice. 

This is what M. Thiers said to the princes, to 
their friends, to the Republicans. In his personal 
position it required courage to say it. His 
wish, which he proclaimed openly, was that the* 
Chamber, without pronouncing the name of such 
or such a dynasty, should inaintsiin the existing 
law, the law exiling all members of all the families 
who had once reignetl in France. He was not 
listened to. The Republicans luul old inconsis- 
teueies on this head to expiate. In 1848 they had 
banislie<l the Orleans family, maintained the exile 
of the elder branch, and admitted the Ronajwrtes 
oven to a seat in the Assemldy. On th(‘ present 
occasion they would establish C(piality among 
crowns. Equality in pro.scripiion, as M. Thiers 
mulerstood it, would be, they maintained, an 
inconsistency of another kind, for the Republic 
does not proscribe. M. Thitirs was therefore 
defeated on the abolition of the laws of exile. He 
insisted that at any rate the princes should not 
take their places in tho Assembly, to play the part 
of chiefs of a party in spite of themselves. Ho 
might, have sjiid that iu this he gave them wise 
counsel ; but he was too sincere and too proud 
to hold such language ; ho spoke only of the 
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difficulties of the Government. The princes gnve 
a provisional pledge ; after some time they con- 
sidered that this promise liad no longer any raison 
d'etre. M. Thiers doclai’cd that he no longer 
insisted on it. This was the only way to put an 
end to a contest which was tiresome to all parties. 
His words were courageous and explicit. He 
warned the Chamber, he warned the liepublicans, 
he warned the princes. He could not do more. 
The result was a check t o his policy ; and the co\irae 
which ho had taken arousinl violent enmity against 
him in an intriguing and intelligent circle. 

A part of December, and almost the whole 
of Januaiy, 1871, were taken uj) in debates on the 
income tax, which M. Thiers passionately ojjposed, 
and the tax on raw matorial, which he supportod 
with enthusiasm, perhaps becaus(‘ as an old pro- 
tectionist he thought it excellent, or because as 
a financier he considered that we luid no more 
certain resourc<'. Not a day passed without, his 
taking hia place at the tribune, Bometitnes making 
long speeches, wdien it was a 'piostiou of prin- 
ciple that was to bo cairied, sometimes multiplying 
short observations, and rectifying facta, for he 
constantly played the part of leader, during theso 
two years, in all financial matters. The whole of 
this period was marked by scenes of unheard-of 
violence. 
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On 1 0th January it was proposed to interpolato 
into the debate on the budget, a purely political 
{pieslion, the return of the Assembly and of the 
(lovornmont to Paris. AI. Thiers begged the 
Assi'rably not to interrupt the debate. 

“ 1 hope,” he said, ” that you will put your- 
selves in tlie place of those who arc obliged to 
assist at all these debates, and take part in them 
without any rest. . . . {EuTlaniatiuim fi'cyiw the 
Itifjht.) 

“ As for me, I assure you that it would bo im- 
possible for 7U(' now to interrupt a financial debate 
which constantly recpiitvs iVoin all of us most 
complicate*! and ditlicult calculations.” 

A mf'iuhi'f nj thr, Iti'jht. — “Come! come!” 
(Alltinx (fit lie,) 

M. Tltiirn. — “Tlioso who deny that, do not take 
the same trouble that we do every day.” 

The Assembly had come to treat the Presiilent 
of the Kepublic with disresiw^ct. They accused 
him opeidy of breach of faith, they continually 
internj])ted him by “.l/h/Hs ihme,!'' and calls 
to oi'diT. lie took things with a very high 
hand on these occasions. One tlay he was at the 
tribune answering a speaker of the llight who 
had sharjdy criticized the w'ar budget. “ Yes 1 ” he 
said, “ Yes 1 we have iucn'ased the military expen- 
diture. Do you believe that we have done it in 
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order to burden tiie country with tuxes ? Do bring 
us a sensible man here, who understands a little 
about business.” This was very contemptuous. 

■ The Right and Right Centre indignantly re- 
monstrated. 

Some members of the Ttighi, — “ Orilor 1 order I ” 
M., Thiers, — ‘‘Order! as much as you please. 
Call to order! Got it! 1 shall bo very glad if you 
succeed, for the bunion wdneh weighs on mo is 
really enormous. {I pmar on the liighi (mil Centre. 
Loud cheers from the Left.) 

“ I expose myself to the call to order. I defy 
you to ask for it ! Como, then, and ask it I . . 
(More vpronr on the Right; — fresh cries of 
“ Order t ” on the Left ; cheers.) 

M. Grerg . — “ No one has the right to ask for 
the call to order; the rroauhait alone has the right 
to pronounce it. If you do not already know this, 
gcntlemt'n, look again at your ruh'S ; you will find 
it there; but in the meantime tlo not inter- 
ru pt. 

Lejy , — ‘‘ Quito right ! quite v. dit I ” 

M. Thiers. — “There is anotl'or means in the 
power of this Assembly, in the jiower of my in- 
terrupters ; that of a vot<j of w.ant of confidence. 
Well ! let them bring it forward ! ” 

The entire Right rose ; but M. Thiers did not 
give way an inch. 
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Tlio 19th January, 1872, was a solemn day. A 
debate on tho new taxes had already occupied 
twenty sittings. M. Thiers, who was as inde&ti- 
gable as M. Pouyor-Quertior, had already spoken 
five times from the tribune. On this day he 
again took his place there, in order to make a 
supreme effort. Tho situation was becoming most' 
sen'ous for him. M. Lucien Brun had road from 
the Iribune the offer signed by the chief houses 
of business, to pay 105,000,000 as a tax on the 
total of tlieir transactions, in order to avoid a tax 
on raw mat(*rial. S{»vonty-eight deputies of all 
parlies liud signe<l })roposals with the same object. 
Amongst those of the Left were MM. Louis Blanc, 
(lamhetta, I’elletan, Lnrrieu, &c. ; of llie Eight 
MM. Montgolfier, Caryon-Lat our, Dccazes, &c.,thc 
heads of important houses, such as MM. Dere- 
gmmoourt., Foray, Marlell (Charente), Alphonse 
(lordu'f, Steirdieil, Mestreau, Warnier, &c. Ac. 
M. 3’liiers did not propose to fix, immediately, the 
amount of the tax on raw material, but ho asked 
the (■hambor to vote the principle. The excite- 
nu'nt was so great that at first he could hardly 
make himself heard, lie complained of this vehe- 
mently, and justly. 

“ llow, gentlemen ! you think I am wrong in 
regretting the spectacle which we afford, and 
you are so excited about this bill, that you 
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will not allow the person whom yon have 
honoured vnth your confidence, and whom you have 
qualified with the title of Chief of the Executive, 
even to complete tho simple statement of his own 
ideas, a statement which is in no way binding, 
but which is an effort, a desperate effort, to got 
you out of the difficulty in which you, in w'hich wo 
all are placed (mnrinnrtt from fume heiichra). You 
do not let me finish my sentence. It is impossible 
to transact business in this manner.” 'Pho whole 
of his speech was bitter. He was very luird on 
tho jmoposal brought to tho ti ibuue by M. Lucicn 
Brun. “ Is it their inom*y that they offer us ? It 
is only a system of taxation ! Who are they ? M. 
Lucien Brun tells us they sire fifty veiy honourable 
merchants ; this may l)o tho case ; 1 do not deny 
it, I do not know them : therefore it is all 
the easier for mo to hiivo confidence in them.” 
Ho was erpinlly severe on tho proposal to appoint 
a commission, after twenty days of public tlebato: 
“ a proposal which is utterly useless and, excuse 
the expression, absolutely puer-'e.” He resolutely 
brought forward tho fjuestiot. of Govorumont. 
“1 sltoukl have done this three days ago if I hod 
not given in to tho wdslufl of my colleagues. I 
always call them ray colleagues, and regard them as 
my devoted auxiliaiies, as my fritiiids ; 1 can never 
sufficiently express my gi’atitude to them for their 
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devotion, courage, knowledge of business. I have 
given in, I repeat, to their wi.sh for conciliation, 
and now, at the last liour of these long debates, a 
proposal is made to you to annul them by, nomi- 
nating a fresh commission. No, gentlemen, it is 
time this should cease; it is I who say it, and I 
have my reasons. We must present a .more 
dignified spectacle to the country and the world. I 
entreat of you, gentlemen, U't iis a) )pear before the 
world, if you wish to have its esteem, its support, 
and its goo<l wishes, as a grave and eanu'st nation, 
which knows how to master, not only paltry .spirit, 
as I sai<l the other day, but popidar txirmoil, and 
those elarnorous material inU'ivsts wiiich are lost to 
shame when it is a (pu-stion of sat isfying them.” 

M. 'I’hiers w'as defivited l)y tlu' vote. The As- 
sembly, by 3d() to 318, adopted M. Fersiy’s motion, 
which ran thus : — 

“ 'I'lie National Assembly, reserving the prin- 
ciple of .a tax on raw' material, decides that a 
coiimiission of fifteen members bo appointed to 
inquire into the proposed tarifis and other ques- 
tions raised by this tax, to which it will only 
have recourse iu the event, of the impossibility of 
otherwise making up the budget.” 

The next day, 20th January, at the commence- 
ment of the sitting, M. Gr6vy read the follow'ing 
letter : — 
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** M. le Pr^sidont, 

“ I beg you will have tlio kindness to convey 
my resignation as President of the Reptiblic, to 
the N^itional Assembl}'. I ne<'d not add that 
until my place is supplied I shall continue to 
watch over tlu' affairs of State with iny aoens- 
tomod zeal. Nevertheless the A.sseinbly must 
understand that the vacancy should be as brief as 
jwssible. 

** The ifinisters have also tendered me. their 
resignation and I have felt bound to aeeept it. 
Like myself, tlu'y will continue to transact tho 
bushw'ss of their departinonts with tho greatest 
assiduity, until their succt'ssors are a]>|.)ointod. 

“ Receive, Itlousieur Ic President, &c. Ac. 

“ A. Tiin:i.’8.” 

The reading of this letter urou8(’d all tho 
members of tho Assembly to only one desire: 
that M. Thiers sliould be pm-suaded to retRint 
it. The Right shared this wish as strongly and 
sineeredy as tlni Loft. Al. llatbie, M. de Kerdrel, 
M, Doseilligny successively in unted the tribune 
to propose a Vote of Confidenetn M. Laboulayo 
on his side jiroposed one recapitulating tho great 
services rendeix*d by Al. Thii rs to Prance. After 
a di'hate wbicb wa.s confused, but in which the 
conformity of intention was apparent , the Chamber 
adopted the following resolution : — 
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“Wliereaa the Assembly, in its resolution of 
yesterday, went no further than to reserve an 
economic question; vrhoroaa its vote is in no 
way to bo regarded as an act of distrust or 
hostility, and does not imply a refusal of that 
sup{)ort which it has always given the Govem- 
nioiit; 

“ The Assembly makes a fresh appeal to the 
patriotism of tho President of the Republic, and 
refuses to accept his resignation.” (II>.‘at\hear.) 

'I’ho official account recorded that the voting 
was almost unanimous. 

M. Voc.hvnj . — “ There are eight noos I . . . .” 

Till’, rrrsiili iil . — “The committee think that they 
will bo fultilling tho wishes of the Assembly, if 
they forwanl the resolution that it has just pa.S8ed, 
to tho President of the Republic.” 

From III! uhler . — “ Ves ! yes ! Quito right 1 ” 

M. /r Comic de Ifatitard . — “ I ask that the debate 
be adjourned, so that there may bo time to 
forward this resolution.” 

The I'reitidciit. — “Tho debate is about to be 
adjourned.” 

Tho debate was adjourned, and the members 
repaired to the lobbies and passages, the re- 
poi ters’ office, the coffee-room, the sitting-rooms, 
and the lecture-rooms, forming separate groups, 
and carrying on very animated conversations. 
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** At five tlie President took his seat and an- 
nounced the resumption of the debate. 

‘‘Some time elapsed before the members re- 
sumed their seats, and silence was established in 
the Assembly. At last the Vice-president, M. 
Benoist-d’Azy, ascended the tribune. 

Jlf, licnolxUVA::i/.—** Gentlemen, the Assembly 
having almost uuunimously desired that its com- 
mittee should convey to the President of the 
Kepublic the expression of its opinion, tho 
President of tho Assembly did uk' the honour to 
confer this mission uiwn me, with two of my 
colleagues, the vice-presidents, tho quostors, and 
several secretaries of committees. 

“ Wo have st^cn the Prosidemt of the Re])iibtic. 
I had tho honour of speaking witli him and in- 
forming him of tho sentiments of the Assembly 
and tho resolution which it had passed ; 1 rc*ad 
it aloud to him. 

“ The President of the Republic was much 
touched by it, deeply moved. He beggtid us to 
tell the Assembly, that when ho maintaiiKsl an 
opinion with passionateness, it was becanso his 
convictions were very' profounrl ; that he had felt 
neither iiritation nor pfjrsonal mortification, but 
that the depth of his conviction w'as such that ho 
felt it his duty to manifest it. 

“ At the same time, he told us, tliat after such 
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overtures hud been made to him, and the resolution 
tliat had been passed by the whole Assembly, it 
Avas impossible for him not to rally once more 
the little stren<^h remaining to him, that he 
might devote himself to his country, and those 
duties to the Assembly which he could still 
fulHl. 

“ He spoke of his fatigue, of his health, and of 
his fc'urs that ho would not be able to respond 
to those exy)ocl.ations which the Assembly had a 
right to form. IJe, however, charged us to tell 
you, that ho couhl not refuse to yield to that 
which you asked of him. 

“ 'Phus, gentlemen, 1 hav(’th(*plt‘:isure to inform 
you, that the r('sigu!ition which has been read to 
you is, in fact, vvithdraw'n. {Hi iir, hear.) 

“1 must add, that we also told him, that in 
this resolution which the Assembly had voted, 
a desire that (ho Government should remain as it 
was previously const it tit ed w'us eijually manifest.” 

The satisfaction Avas profound and nnauimous. 
The Lc'ft-(\'ntre and Ijoft experienced the feelings 
of friends who haA'c had a temporary disagree- 
ment Avith a man for whom they entertain the 
gri'atost respect and affection, and who return with 
greater pleasure to their former sentiments when 
the misunderstanding has been removed. The 
extreme Left and the whole Right were still 
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inimical.. Tbe Biglit felt, more strongly than 
ever, that M. Thiers was the necessary man. 
They had not for an instant contemplated the 
possibility of replacing him. Later, in one of 
his fits of pitile.‘<s franktK‘S.s, he was to tell them 
that they would think of that when tho r(*cou- 
stitu^ion should bo coraploto, the ransom })aid, 
Pimice evacuated ; because then only would their 
courage be o<iual to tho occasion. For tho 
present they only IlKuighl- of ruling, or at least 
restraining him. The triumph which he liatl just 
achieved was but the more brilliant . This majt)rity, 
W'hicli for several months had unc<'usingly harassed 
and even abused him, which had turned out Ins 
ministers, and ciimed its point, hot.h as regarded 
remaining at V<'rsailles, and the return of tho 
princes, which .sharply criticized his l(*a.st utter- 
ances, which made it a crime that ho hiul not 
gone fust enough during tho siege, and had not 
been pitiless enough after it; whitdi showed 
befoj’ehaml that it would dissei ' from him on the 
duration of militar_y service, and all i‘Con()mi<5 
que.stions; this majority, which above all was 
angry with him for luJiintaining intact tho llc- 
publican form of government, as be had promised, 
and for not preparing the way to a restoration ; 
this majority, which would joyfully have appointed 
his successor, if it only could find a man equal to 
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the occasion ; this majority, braved and almoBt 
insultod by him in its turn, had begged his pardon 
by a solemn vote and by an embassy. It is not 
enough to say by an embassy, for almost the 
whole Chamber had followed its Committee to 
the Prefecture. Never did man receive a more 
striking demonstration of the greatness of his 
position. Princes who have crowns presented to 
them, have conspired and truckled in order to 
get them oftored. Bui this citizen had positively 
rejected power and treated that Assembly, which 
was now at his hjct, with scorn. 

In spite of all this, the result of the ciisis 
was not good. The partisans of commercial 
liberty, of short military service, the monarchicid 
pai-ti('S of ill! shades, saw what a strong will, what 
obstinate resolution they had to encounter. The 
public, who Avero fright(*ned by the resignation, 
wore not suffieitmtly nsassured by its reversal. 
They asked Avhether the experiment might not b© 
repcab'il, and whether by-and-by M. Thiers might 
not be taken at his Avord. Those ^ho closely fol- 
loAved the movoraents of the different parties, 
foresaAv that the Eight would bide its time, and 
that not being able to abdicate in favour of any 
of its chiefs, it would shelter their coalitions and 
intiigues behind an epaulette. 
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III. 

Ip any doubt, could bo ontortaincd roflpecting the 
plans and intentions of the Bight at this timOt 
that is to say, more than a year before tho 24th 
May, it would suffice to go back to tho very 
curious sitting of 9th March, 1872. M. Ldonce 
de Guiraud questioned the Cabinet on tlie resig- 
nation of !M. Pouyer-Quortier, who had been 
replaced by M. de Goulard. As M, Dufauro very 
ju.stly pointed out, M. L<5onco do Guiraud, in hifl 
speech, spoke of everything except M. Pouyer- 
Quertier’s resignation. That was the pretext for, 
not the object of, th(! interpellation. M. Pouyer- 
Quertier then ro.se; he spoke of his services, 
which no one denied, and in fact which could not 
be denied without the most flagrant injustice, and, 
moreover, he loudly condemi\ed the practice of “ fic- 
titious mandates.” But the interest of tho debate 
did not lie in M. Pouyer-Quertier’s speech, nor 
the speeches of MM. Casimir Perier and Dufaure ; 
it lay entirely in that of M. liconce de Guiraud. 

VOL. II. z 
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The latter speaker stated that he took the 
opportunity of this resignation of a minister, to 
ask in perfect candour, whether the Cabinet re- 
presented a policy, or whether policy was wholly 
centred, as was the case under the Empire, in the 
Head of the Goveninient. “ We have,” he said, 
“ ministers, but we have not a Ministry.” 

This, in M. do Guiraud’s eyes, was so great a 
misfortune that wo need look no further for the 
cause of the general disconbmt and uneasiness 
which prevailed everywhere. The Assembly had 
given up too much ; it reigned, but it was M. 
Thiers who governc.'d : hence all the mischief. It 
was evident that if M. Thiers, instead of governing 
according to his own lights, had faithfully followed 
the wishes of the Assembly, France would have 
regained, as if by enchantment, her security and 
her gTi'atness. 

This first point is to be noted. M. Leonce de 
Guiraud declared expressly, re])cated several times 
over, with a variety of metaphors, that tlie 
Government went one way, and that the Chamber 
vrould have liked to go the other. That had been 
said more clearly and precisely by M. de Lavergne; 
and besides it was quite evident Bnt the origi- 
nality of M. de Guiraud’s discourse consisted in 
tills ; instead of enumerating, as M. de Lavergne 
had done, the minor dissensions on taxation, on 
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tbe return to Paris, on the duration of military 

service, &o ho went straight to the uH' 

pardonable error committed by M. Thiers, the 
error of continually giving fresh chances to the 
Bepubbc. Wo m^ist quote the passage, for it 
contains the pith of the whole speech, the rest, 
’though well turned, is only padding. 

“ You have rendered a Monarchy very diflioult, 
perhaps impossible. 

“ Why is this ? Because by dint of showing, as 
you have done for the last year, that all the 
leanings of the Government were on the side of 
a Republic, you have attached to this word a 
public infinitely numerous in France, who have no 
very fixed opinion, who only want to know which 
way the wind blows in order that they may 
turn with it, and who, following your example, 
have turned towards the Republic, not in sufficient 
nuiubers nor w'ith sufiTicieni influence to found 
it, for no foundation could bo laid on such un- 
certain and shifting ground; but to render a 
Monarchy infinitely more difficul., and to make 
that which seemed at the commencement, and 
that which many still believe to bo the only 
anchor of safety, appear in the eyes of many 
others a chimera, or an adventure.” 

By this declaration, which was less artful than 
M. de Gttiraud imagined, be involuntarily moved 

z 2 
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the question a step forward. There had been 
three phases in tiie relations of the majority with 
M. Thiers. The majority disagreed with him in 
principle, but it hoped to recall, or to govern 
him ; to this end it counted on the errors of the 
Re[)ublicau party. When all hope of making use 
of M. Thiers to found a Monarchy appeared* 
decidedly chimerical, the Right were obliged to 
keep him at the head of affairs until the libera- 
tion of the territory had been accomplished, 
bocaust( ho alone was equal to the task. They 
intended when once that Avas accomplished to 
throw him ov<t, but to throw him over at an 
api)oiuted time. Tluy took care not to say this 
openly. Even on 20th Jatmary, they were as 
prodigal of demonstrations and marks of de- 
fer-ence as the Left. M. dc Guiraud thought him- 
self very profound for telling his friends* secret 
out aloud. lie jirobably said to himself that 
every one knew it, and that he would have the 
merit of frankness. Ho did not imagine that 
there are situations which can only be prolonged 
by avoiding the utterance of the decisive word. 
A married woman, who is not very scruptdous, 
will allow a lover who lets his love appear without 
declaring it to visit her ; she even takes a 
pleas\ire in knowing herself loved; but if the 
lover declares himself, if he says, ” I love you,” 
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she dismisses him. After M. de Qairaud's speech, 
it was evident that the majority intended to 
overthrow M. Thiers. It was only a question of 
time. Both parties knew this, and no one had 
any right to be astonished, when one day M. 
Thiers said disdainfully from the tribune, when 
they were harassing him, “ You had better wait 
until the territory has been evacuated before you 
push mo to extremities, because then the task 
will be on a level with your capacities.’* 

It might have been supposed that M. LtSonco 
de Guiraud’s speech would lead to some pract ical 
result. “ Yon have,” ho said to M. Thiers, “ only 
to take a ministry from among the majority, and 
to govern in com])lete accord with it. You would 
then have a majority of 300 , which would make 
overHhing possible.” 

Alas ! herein consisted M. do Guiraud’s delusion 
and that of liis fritmds. They believed themselves 
to be a governing majority, and they were only 
a coalition. If M. Thiers had tried to follow 
the ingenuous advice thus give, him, he would 
have had a homogeneous Cabinet composed of 
Marshal MacMaUon’s first Cabinet, throe Legiti- 
mists, three Orleanists, ajjd one or two Bona- 
partists. He sometimes said to M. de Guiraud’s 
majoritj', laughing at them to their faces, “ Yoxi 
are three competitors for a single throne, not 



342 


TUB OOVBBNUBNT OF M. IBIXBS. 


one of you \rill ever sit on it, for the othw 
two will take care to prevent him.” Have not 
his words come true? When M. de Guiraud 
spoke, 9th March, 1872, he was suirounded by 
pil^ms from Antwerp, who wore already pre- 
paring their valises and their harangues. The- 
visitors from Frohsdorf were not far oft, nor 
those from Chiselhurst, nor the members of that 
“ Great Council,” dreamt of for an instant by 
M. de Broglie. Their attempts, which every one, 
except perhaps M. de Guiraud, foresaw, were 
made with perf.'ct order, as if to firove to all 

how homogeneous was this majority. The 

Legitimist.s came first. The other.? gave them 
precedence, without attaching much importance 
to it, as they would to a lady. At the begin- 
ning of 1872 they made their pilgrimage to 

Antwerp, which was not more dangerous than 
that which was made to Bclgrave Square in 
the reign of Louis..Philippo. They believed 
themselves to be nearer success the following 
year, at the time of the fusion. Their success 
wouhl, without doubt, have been very ephemeral, 
but in truth, they had a ival chance that time, 
very much as General Mallett had once upon a 
time had his. France woke up in time, and the 
white flag was definitively laid aside with those 
glorious relics which are loved without being 
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Scared. The L^timists having thus been put 
aside, the Odeanist party entered on the scene 
with M. do Broglie’s constitution. This party, 
however, made a false entry, venturing only a 
few steps, rather awkwardly, beyond the side- 
wings; a singular error in a party which had 
had up to that time, among other merits, that 
of choosing its opportunity well. Lastly, tho 
Bonapartists, who suddenly altered the tone of 
their journals, made processions to England, had 
funeral services i)erformcd at Saint-Augustin, and 
attempted to get up some moh-meetings, en- 
livened by personal violence, at tho St. Lazaro 
railway station. 

These attempts, which w'oro only astonishing 
from their excess of silliness, have been reproduc<5d 
under various forms each time the Republic has 
been on the point of a definitive establishment ; and 
they have brought out more and more strikingly 
the homogeneity and the prestige of that faithful, 
impregnable, and above all sincere parliamentary 
majority, which ofTored its suppt »'t to M. Thiers 
in tho person of the ingenuous and generous 
M. de Guiraud. 

After all, this gentleman’, who had every sort 
of intelligence except the political, was right in 
saying that M. Thiers had done service to the 
Bcpublican party, Wliat ho did not see was that 
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M. Thiers served the Bepublio without having 
any partiality for it, merely in serving his country. 
M. Thiers, we have already reminded our readers, 
had in liis Cabinet only one minister who wore the 
Republican badge; his representatives abroad 
were not very strong Republicans : in London, the 
Duke de Broglie ; at Berlin, M. de Gontaut-Biron ; 
at St. Petersburg, General Le Flo ; at Vienna, 
M. d’llarcourt ; at Constantinople, M. de Vogde ; 
at Rome, M. do Corctlles. The prefects were 
chosen from all parties. Among them were a 
few old Republicans, a few converts, many 
expectants. All those lived under the Pact of 
Bordeaux. But in spite of unfortunate con- 
cessions, which it had been im]>08siblc fur him 
to avoid making at the coiurnencement, M. 
Thiers re-established the unity and authority of 
the Government, under the Republic ; he recon- 
stituted all the adrainistration.s, making them act, 
under the Republic ; he restored security to 
ca])ital and gave an impetus to labour, under the 
Republic; he kept up excellent relations with 
other States, under the Republic; he contracted 
a loan of dve milliards, under the Republic; and 
the whole world offered him money, as if to 
protest against the attacks of which the Republi- 
can form of Government was the object. He 
obtained the support of the Republican party 
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intlioiit making any concessions either as to prin* 
oiples or persons ; ho taught it wisdom ; he trans- 
formed it, slowly but surely, into a party capable 
of goveraing. M. Thiers was in the right when 
he said, “ I keep niy charge intact, 1 favour 
no party j” and M. de Guu’aud was in the right 
when he replied, “ You establish the Republic.” 

The Right saw that lapse of time was on the 
side of the Rej)ublic, and that if they could not 
establish anything, at least they must strike 
some groat blow', which by hindering the progress 
of Republican ideas would give the reaction time 
to arrange a course of action. The monarchical 
parties counted up their adht'rents : the pure Right 
had 80; the others united produced 250. They 
must again negotiate. The Right-Centre tried to 
attract the L(‘ft-Ccntro without success. The 
Left-Centre, associating itself with the evident 
fetding of the country, inclined more and more to 
the Republic. Only one single hope of salvation 
remained to them. If they eould but porstiade 
M. Thiers by flattery or by 1 i. ’eats to separate 
himself from the Republicans, he would become 
the Chief of the Right-Centre, would bring to it 
his popularity, his talents, and the governing 
forces. They saw that they must make this last 
attempt before entering the lists against him. 
It seemed impossible that he should not bo 
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frig’htonod at the increasing growth of radicalism* 
seeing that the four elections of 9th June* 1872* 
had resulted in a Bonapartist for Corsica, and 
three radicals for the Nord, Somme, and Yonno. 
This was qiiite M. de Guiraud’s plan : but instead 
of thoughtlessly declaring it at the tribune, they 
tried diplomatic measures. The Bight-Centre 
chose its ambassadors, who went to the Prefecture 
on 17th June. No pains were spared in order 
to win over the President of the Republic. They 
loaded him with praise and prote-stalions of friend- 
ship. What did they ask of him ? To come back 
to his own and become their header. All the c<jn- 
sorvatives of the Right, the Right-Centre, and 
the Left-Cent i*e, would rally i-oimd him. The inter- 
view^ lasted two hours and a half. M. Thier.s, like 
his interlooutons, was courteous, and deferential. 
Ho declared that he was as much a conservative as 
they ; he said even more than they. Ho enume- 
rated all the acts of hi.s Government, and easily 
demonstrated to them that after having crushed 
the Commune, he had hmght inch by inch, w'ithall 
the legal means in his power, against the progress 
of socialistic and communistic doctiiues. Cer- 
tainly, universal suffnige, whenever it had been 
cnlh'd upon to elect, had returned Republican can- 
didates. The Government could neither blame 
nor praise itself for this, as it repudiated all the 
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practices of official candidature. These recurring 
experiments, all yielding the same result, only 
proved one thing, that the monarchical system was 
et an end. “ You wish to bo conservatives,” said 
M. Thiers, “ and 1 also wish it ; but there is only 
one way of being so ; that is, the establishment of 
a conservative Republic.” 

" We cannot sufficiently admire,” said M. John 
Lomoiue in the Debats next day, “ the pains 
which the conservatives are taking to found the 
Republic, and to give M. Thiers opportunities for 
pronouncing atid affirming it more and more cate- 
gorically. This is the only visible result of the 
conference which took place yesterday at Ver- 
sailles, and which appeanid to us to bo a n^petition, 
from a parliamentary point of view, of what used 
to bo culled ” the demonstration of the Fur 
Caps.” . . . 

“ The welfare of the country enjoined that the 
truce of parties which had for its charter and 
concordat that indeterminate, unwritten ct)nven- 
tion, called the Pact of Bordeau;. , should be main- 
tained. When we try to make out what the Pact 
of Bordeaux exactly njeaTis, we cannot succeed, 
and this is very fortunate.’ It is like the English 
Constitution, which i.^ never overthrown, because 
no one knows where to find it. The Pact of 
Bordeaux was a sort of moral contract, in 
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which the different parties undertook not to 
raise f|uestions concerning forms of government, 
until that especial work which was the Assembly's 
inission had been accomplished. 

“ We must admit that the President lias devoted 
himself to this work with that patriotic passion 
which is his most striking characteristic. He 
has invariably told all the deputations, which have 
C(jmo to him at different times, to offer advice or 
to address remonstrances to him, that he would 
observe the convention made at Bordeaux, that he 
would maintain ncaitrality between all parties, and 
devote all bis energies to reorganizing the country 
and putting it in such a position that it may choose 
for it self its own form of government. Yesterday, 
however, bo changed his tone, and, according to all 
the reports that have been given of his language, 
he cleai'ly affirmed his resolution to work at the 
foundatiou and consolidation of the Kepublic. It 
was proposed to force him to a declaration of his 
policy; ho has made it, and we can only congratu- 
late the conservative deputation on the answer 
they have obtained.” 

The further they went, the clearer the relative 
position of parties became. M. Thiers saw more 
plainly each day that the Republic must be 
dehuitely established, and the Right saw that 
1ie knew this. Among the many scenes where 
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this antagonism burst forth, we will refer only 
to one which took place July 12th, 1872. It 
is evident that if the Right had felt equal to 
Tindertaking the Govern men t, they would have 
overthrown M. Thiers on that day. 

The President of the Republic was in the 
tribune speaking on a question of taxation. We 
have already stated that he took part personally 
in all financial debates, and showed admirable 
energy and power. “ You should no more doubt 
us,” he said, ** when it is a (piestion of maintaining 
material order, than if it were a question of moral 
order.” {Loud rheen.) 

M. de Beleasiel. — “ For that kind of order you 
yet have everything to do.” 

M. Thiers. — “But, gentlemen, you have given 
US a form of government which is called a Repub- 
lic .. . {Yes! yes ! fnm the, Left. Cheers.) 
M. Garayon-Lalour. — “ No ! no ! never ! ” 

From the Left. — “ Yes ! yes ! ” 

From the Hight. — “ No ! no ! ” 

M. Langlois. — “ How can you say No ? What 
about the laws you have voted ? ” 

M. Princeteau . — ** There is no definite form of 
government.” 

Colonel de Chadois . — “ Yes I yes ! ” 

M. Thiers. — “ Gentlemen, let me beg of 
you . . . 
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M. le Comte de Beas^guier. — “ Vfe beg to remind 
you of the Pact of Bordeaux .... (uproar) and 
tlie engagements which you made, on your word 
of honour, when we appointed you Chief of the 
Executive.” (The noise drowned the honourable 
member's roire.) 

M. le Baron Chaurand. — “ It is not correct to 
say that we have confided to you a form of govern- 
ment. (Increasing noise.) When we constituted 
the Executive Power at Bordeaux, it was expressly 
agreed that the form of government was reserved.” 

great many meitibers here rose on the Bight and 
Left and iyilrrjjellated each other trith viueh anima^ 
iion.) 

hi. Thiers. — “ Pray be calm, gentlemen ! ” 

M. le Baron Chaurand . — “You took a solemn 
pledge to n'spoct that rc.servation which was made 
by the Assembly,” 

From the Left. — “ It is not your turn to speak. 
Order ! order I ” 

M, le Cironite d'Ahoville. — “ I call history to 
witness, avo Avero solemnly promised at Bordeaux 
that nothing would be done to prejudge the form 
of government.” 

M. le Baron Chaurand, trying to make himselj 
heard above the noise. — “ A contract was made be- 
tween the Assembly and the Chief of the Execu- 
tive. The Assembly has faithfully observed it, 
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and yon, you violate it by affirming a Republic, 
which we have not accepted ” . . . . ( We cannot 
hear! we cannot hear 1) “and which we do not 
wish to accept. We demand that according to 
the Pact of Bordeaux you withdraw that asser- 
tion ; * that we have given you a form of govern- 
ment which is called the Republic.’ ” {Continued 
noise.) 

M. h Vieomfe de Larger il (rising). — “ The Re- 
public has given us the Commune.” 

M. n iers. — “ Be calm, gentlemen, I Iwg of you. 
If you would only let me finish my sentence you 
would see” {Fresh interruption.) 

M. le Margins de Franclieu. — “ You have no 
right to impose the Republic on us, and we have 
a right to proi«?st against you.” 

M. llhiers. — “ I shall soon have finished, if yon 
will have the goodness to lot me complete ray 
argument. 

“ The honourable mcmlMT who last addressed 
you spoke of the maintenance of onler, j>ennit me 
also to speak of it, you will see wj it is my purpose 
in so doing. 

“ I did not intend by these expressions any 
attack on your principles, wdiich I know and detiply 
respect; I wished to speak of an actual fact, of 
the form of the government.” 

M. Dahirel. — “ It is only provisional I ” 
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M. Tlikrs. — “But gentlemen .... {Fresh 

interrvpf.ion.) 

“ Gentlemen, when you have before yon a man 
who has Tiot, in the faintest degree, any intention 
of awakening political passions, of offending them, 
of wounding them ” . . . . 

A member of the Right. — ** And who never fails 
to do so.” (Noke.) 

Lf'ft . — “ Order ! order ! ” 

The Preeident . — “ Gentlemen, have the goodness 
to be silent.” 

M. Thiers . — “ 1 repeat, gentU-'men, that I wish 
to make no attack on your principles, which I 
know, and for which 1 have tho deepest re- 
spect ....*’ 

M. Priiiceteau . — “ Say on our right 

The .President . — “Sir, it is not your place to 
remodel the speaker’s sentences ; and as he says 
nothing hurtful to you, you have not the right to 
interrupt liira.” 

M, Princetean . — “ I claim that neither my right 
nor that of tho Assembly be set aside.” 

The. President . — “ Gentlemen, I beg that you will 
allow tho Presideut of the Republic to speak. 
You will oblige me to call whomsoever may inter- 
rupt him to order. The excitement has been 
much too great, and has lasted much too long.” 

We must add here for those who are unaocus- 
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tomed to attend tlio Assembly, that the official 
reports, altliough admirably done, do not even 
^ve a feeble idea of these parliamentary tumults. 
This onepasse<i the bounds of anything that could 
be imagined. It was an unchaining of the most 
violent passions. And what was the origin of it ? 
M. Thiers had said that the Hcpublic bad been 
placed in his hands at liordenux. Could this be 
denied ? Had not the title of President of the 
Republic been conferred on him later at Versailles ? 
Had that been forgotten ? Had liu said anything 
more than that the Republic was the actual 
Governmout? Really nothing. Tb(*ro was no- 
thing in his words to justify the insults that were 
heapc<l on him. The anger of the Right against 
the Rf’piiblic, and against the man who had not 
opposed it, had exploded on the slightest pretext, 
because they already could hardly restrain it. 

M. Thiers again went on with his speech. lie 
was always master of him.self during these great 
storms. 

“ I respect every one’s convictions. I have too 
much knowhnlge of the worhl, of men, ofdifierent 
parties, not to have learned to resjK'Ct all when they 
are sincere .... 

“I would not wound anyone’s feelings, especially 
those of the men sitting on this side {the Itight). 
But I have beard it said, permit me to use the 
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word, — let mo pronounce it without getting into 
a rage with mo, — 1 have sometimes heard it said, 
This is a Ro})nblic ; agreed, but a conservative 
Republic ! {Murmnra on tho liight. Hear ! liear ! 
from the In ft.) 

“W<'11, gentlemen! it is Providence, — ^happily 
greater than wo are, more judicious than we are, 
calmer than wo are, who decides the form of 
goveninuuits. To endeavour to encroach upon its 
funeliouH is ridiculous, 1 shoidd almost say con- 
lempl it)h‘ folly. I have not that intention. But 
this fact being granted, I say. As far as we are 
concerned, so long as we shall remain under 
this form oftiovermuent ami that Providence shall 
keey) us tiu're .... (nui nii n rs)^ 1 do not know 
what may be the future fbrtn of (Joverntiamt ; but if 
1 can do anytljing for this «)ne it shall boa conser- 
vative Itepublic; yes, an essentially con.servativo 
Rt'public” .... (f.oiitjini'f rctmumling cheers from 

the luff, (lull I.rcldiiioliinis from flic ll'niht.) 

jl/. Pc/x ijcr . — “ Atid the Pact of Bordeaux ? ” 

M. Ic Morijfiis lie Ihimioerrc . — “You said tho 
contrtiry at Bordeaux ; yes, the contrary, to us 
indivulually.” 

M. Je Cl iinfc (Ic Kcsscfjnier . — “ Wo remain faith- 
ful to the Pact of Bordeaux ; but yoxi, you forget 
it. We invoke your word of honour.” (/u- 
crcosinij iifroiir. ScrernI oii inhi rs on the Left are 
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on iheitfeet, and contimie lo chcvr the Presideni of 
thf Peftuldtr.) 

M, Iv Maj'qui;^ dc Moniay . — " I domaud that the 
report shall state from whieli side the cheers camo 
after the words just pronouiuu'd by tlu? President 
of the Republic.” 

M. LacrHi llc. — “ France cries bravo for tjs 1” 

M. Thivi'i ^. — “ Gentleiu«'n,b(i calm, 1 bcf^ofyou. 
(Ui>roai .) (renlleinen,! entn'at you to listen to me,” 
(.^tratfoii-Litfitiir. — “ Wait, M. le I'resident 
do la ll(“pnbli<iue, to make your explanation until 
there is silence. Repeat your \voi‘d.s at Uonleaiix, 
and every one will be .satisfied.*’ 

M. }>' Condc di‘ Ucs.'o'tjnin -. — “ I affirm . . . 
{Violriif i irlininitHmii front, tten'nil. Inotc/icif. (h'lrs 
Ilf (h'lft'i' I onli i' 

The, Pri Hidrid . — “ (icmtlemen, be so good a.s not 
to renew these incessant iuterruj)l ions.” 

M. Thi' i's . — ” Yet once ag.'iiu, gentlemen . . 

Jlf. r,a raitifoii . — “ M. le President, say at hiiist 
one woril which will dispensii ui 'i the necessity 
of our answering you to-day. [f‘' irhuHaHiois and 

tiiMniini’a ft'ooi Ihr In ft. do i rs jnini, tin; liitjhl.) 

M. 'I’ltifo'H.--** I feel, as y<ju do, that b<*fore the 
Assembly separates we mu.st, hiiv<‘ ,*i very preci,so, 
very p<jsitive. explanation, for the sake both of 
the Assembly and of the countj’y. (Yes/ ynif I 
Hear f hear I) 
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“ For my part, I am far from wishing to avoid 
it. It is hateful to me to walk in obscurity 
{Hmr !), and above all when it is a question of 
government and of the tranquillity of the coTuitry, 
which can only be brought about through the 
satisfaction of all honourable opinions, eVery ob- 
scurity ofight to disappear. Only, allow mo to 
tell you that yon arc too much excited ; you ought 
to perceive from the agitation which prevails that 
this is not tlie moment for giving a calm, quiet, 
and just i liter] )rctation to what you call the Bor- 
deaux programme. Let us put it off to a more 
suitable timt*, and you will find that 1 neither 
wish to wc'aken its force nor to change its 
meaning.” 

'^riu* Assembly began at last to calm down, be- 
cause men have only a certain amount of noi.se 
and passion to expend at a given moment. M. 
Thiers then took uj» once more the words which he 
had siiokeii before the outhnrst of this great storm. 

“ It is not. I,” h(' said, “wlio introduced politics 
into a question of finance. My honourable con- 
tradictor, when speaking of the future augmenta- 
tion of taxes, very involuntarily spoke also of or 
and so I was obliged to speak of it too. I have- 
committed no other crime than that of following 
my honourable contrailioter on to ground which 
he had already taken up. 
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**I have devoted my life to the country: I 
regard the policy of my country as resting of 
necessity upon external peace and moral order, as 
well 1 ^ upon material order. I am absolutely 
certain of the maintenance of material order ; as 
to morsi order, 1 will do what I can ; but if, with 
100,000 men close to this Assembly, material 
order can bo answered for, you see plainly that 
mild words are not well received here. . . 
(Murmurs from the Jt'ujht.) 

M. iJepcyrc. — Yes, it is plain enough ! it is 
we who are the disorderly ones, and the men of 
order arc over there!” (pointing to the Left). 

These w’ords of AI. D(‘peyro’a wore intended 
ironically, but many w(‘ll-di.sj)osod persons took 
and still take them literally. 

Scones like thovso w'cre a mistaki', .such as all 
parties commit. They brought the Kight into 
disrepute to some extent, and l>rought the Parlia- 
ment into di.srepute; they lulded lo M. Thiers’ 
toil, and for two years past l;f> hiul achieved 
superhuman labours; Ihey certainly diminished 
the authority of the (lovernment, and would have 
alSsolutely destroy»;d it if the Right had been less 
"unpopular; they entitled Ktrang(.'r.s to .say that wo 
had no Government, and that very likely we 
might never attain to one. I’his is the bad side ; 
as for the gootl side, even by the Right, and from 
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its point of view, in the interest of its own party, 
it would be souglit for in vain. The Right was 
not always so ill-inspired, as it proved by the 
creation of the Council of State. 

The Government wished to nominate the coun- 
sellors itself. The committee, being the organ of 
the majority, proposed to have them nominated 
by the Chamber. The discussion was a very 
animated one; M. Gainbettii, M. Bertauld, M. 
Bardoux, and ^f. Dufaurc all took a considerable 
part in il. Their principal antagonists were 
M. Bat hie, IM. do Kerdrel, IM. Girand, a com- 
paratively unknown deputy who proved to bo 
a skilful <lebater, and M. Saint-.Vfarc Girardin. 
The arguments on either side were not now; it was 
one of those qu(‘stions on which everything has 
already been said. They w'tTe supported on both 
sides with vigour, and no doubt with sincerity. 
Nevertheless it must bo confessed that behind all 
these more or less solid arguments w'as hidden 
political interest, and this it was which directed 
everything. The Government wished to nomi- 
nate because it was itself, and the Loft wdshed 
the Govennnent to nominate because it had con- 
fidence in the Government, and distrusted the 
majority. A speaker belonging to the Bight was 
much astonished to see the Left bent on strength- 
ening the Government. Tlu‘ Left replied, and 
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with reason, that those who aire most liberal desire 
a strong Government. The important thing is, 
rightly to define the limits of authority and of 
liberty. The province of the State ought to bo 
restricted within what is nocossarj', bnt while 
remaining within these just limits, aut hority must 
be very strong ; it must be so, oven for the sake 
of liberty. It is, therefore, a foolish charge to 
bring against the libei'als, this pci*])e1aial repetition 
that in virtue of their own princ*ijil(\s they ought 
to approve of every proposition tending to weaken 
the Government. The speaker who brought this 
charge against tho Left was not really the dupe of 
his ow'u arguments. He knew very well that tho 
Left simply wished to have Itejuiblican counsellors, 
and that it counted on their being given to it by 
the Government, whilst the counsellors nominate<l 
by the majority would, as a matter of course, re- 
flect tho opinions of the majority. And Iu'mI tho 
Right any ditfei’ent motives ? It. had wished that 
mayors should be elected by tlu' rmnicipal <;out»cils, 
and now it wished to have tijr( ('ouncillor,s of 
State nominated by Parliament; and , on tliat 
ground it vaunted its libt'ralism, and a few easy- 
going Republicans assertc'd tins lilx'rality of the 
Assembly. Tliis same majority, when it was in 
oflice, thought no longer of anything but how 
to turn the mayors into pliable instruments of tho 
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central power, and that very right of nominating the 
Councillors of State which it had refused M. Thiers 
it promptly claimed for Marshal MacMahon. !No 
reproach can be brought on this subject against 
either the Right or the Left': that would be to re- 
proach them with being parties. So long as the 
form of Government is not finally settled, parties 
study their own interests in all political affairs, 
which is one of the most unfortunate consequences 
of revolutionary situations. 

The law on the Council of State was debated in 
1872 under the most extraordinary conditions. 
In the first place, we had not as yet even, the 
Wallon Constitution, which is but the shadow of 
a constitution ; wo .were only at the Rivet Consti- 
tution and the Pact of Bord(;aux. No one could 
tell whether this Council, which was being 
organized at all risks, would form part of a 
Republican or of a Monarchical Government: that 
was the first anomaly. The second was this: 
should wo have two Chambers, or only one ? "Who 
can fail to perceive of how much importance 
to the organization of a Council of State the 
answer to this question would be ? The Left 
said, “ Keep your Provisional Council until you 
know what you are going to be.” This did not 
suit the Right, which was above all bent upon 
nominating the counsellors. ” We will first of 
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all,” they said, “ coiisti*uct this important piece 
of machinerj', and when the Constitution is made, 
we will fit it into it somehow.” 

Nor is this all. It w'as already evident that 
the majority in the country was with the Left. 
The majority in the Chamber, on the contrary, 
was with the Right. This is not uufroqucntly the 
case just before a dissolution. But other Parlia- 
ments have a fixed term of office, this one had to 
appoint its own time of dissolution. The mjijority 
had therefore the greatest interest, first in putting 
off the time of dissolution ; secondly, in leaving 
representatives of its policy ‘ behind it wherever 
that might bo possible. Its only chance of a 
restoration after the dissolution was the leaving of 
power in friendly hands when it went out. Who- 
ever seeks any other interpretation of the 24th 
May wdU certainly bo mistaken. In 1872 wo 
had only got so far as the Council of State. 
M. Bertauld said, “ It is the Council of the 
Government, therefore it is fair that they should 
select it.” It is likely that the Right was inte- 
resting itself about the Council on this account I 
It was regarded as a detached fort to be held 
until the citadel could be invested. 

Nothing could be more curious to listen to than 
the arguments of M. Giraud. “ Fears are enter- 
tained,” he said, ” of a disagreement between 
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the Government and the Council that shall bo 
noitiiuated by us, but how could that bo possible ? 
Is it not the majority in the Assembly which 
nominated AL Thier.s and which supports his 
Cabinet ? What surer means could be found of 
guaranteeing the unanimity of the Council of State 
and the Cabinet, than that of a common origin ? ” 
When M. Giratid spoke thus he knew that tlie 
Government of M. Thiers had not been created 
by tht' majority then before him, but by the whole 
Assembly and by the whole of France ; he knew 
vc‘ry w<“ll that the Cabinet had not ]>(‘(‘n formed 
from tlu' majority, forliisfi iends l)i-nught forward 
this complaint at almost every silting; and he 
knew well, in spite of the great desire of the 
liight to p<*rpotuafo itself, that the majority 
would disappear sooner than the Council which it 
was about to elect. Tlu'so arguments failed to 
impo.se on any oue. M. ^’biers bad demanded the 
nomination of the councillors by the Government; 
Al. Uufaure liad ^m'sentod a bill in the same .sense; 
and be made one of his most ])owerful speeches 
against the scheme of the- election. But the 
majority would not be put ofi* ; and it had a 
Council of State, made by itself and for itself. 

One detail in the discussion is W'orth remarking. 
AI. Dufaure referred to the Council of State of 
18 Mb which the Assembly of that period wished 
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to arm against the President IjOuis Napoleon. 
“ The Council of State,” he said, “ ^Yas created in 
the presence of a rival power, against which the 
Assembly was obliged to take measures of pre- 
caution. 

“Are we in the same situation ?” 

“ Yes, yes ! ” from the Right. 

Eager protc'Stations immediately arose on the 
Left. “ Gentlemen,” said M. Dufaure, “ 1 do not 
disdain interruptions; they are sometinu's the 
heedless expression of a profound thoughli,” 

The prorogation of this year, 1.S72, fi’om the .3rd 
August till the 11th Novernlxir, was a troubled 
period. In the first pl.-ico, minor causes of dis- 
turbance wcTC not wanting. Tlu*re wore sti*ik(‘s 
in the north, the Government jnit them down with 
unprecedented resolution, Avhieh cut off the evil 
at its root. The clergy, knowing that they w'ere 
supported by the Right, caused petitions in ftmjur 
of Pius JX. to be signed in all (|uarler.s, even in 
elementary schools and in litth' ‘ iris’ workrooms ; 
and they got uj) two kiml.s of pilgrimages, one to 
go to Rome ami protest agjiinst: Italjg tlio other 
and more numerous kind went to Saint-Anne, 
Paray-le-Monial, la Salette, and es])ecially to 
Lourdes. The recent miracle.s had Tuado the 
latter shrine very popidar. This clerical cam- 
paign caused some uneasine.ss to Italy, which 
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was directly menaced by it, and to Germany, 
which affected to consider us as placed between 
two dangers, demagogy and clericalism, and which 
would not, she declared, endure either Com- 
munists or Jesuits at her gates. M. Thiers, in 
spite of Mgr. Dupauloup’s impatience, obtained 
the adjournment of the Report on the petitions by 
alleging reasons of State ; but he was olJigcd to 
act with the utmost discretion in regard to the 
j)ilgnmages, which were the exorcise of a right, 
and upon which no restrictions beyond the in- 
dispensable police-regulations could be imposed. 
The pilgrim bands, which passed over a great 
extent of country, were not always on friendly 
ground ; and at Nantes they narrowly escaped 
a collision. This clerical agitation, it may bo 
remarked in passing, had some curious inteinnit- 
tcnices. It was very brisk at the close of the 
Government of M. Thiers. It disappeared alto- 
gether during the reaction which followed the 
2-Hh May, to revive after the general elections 
with the triumph of the Republic. One might 
almost say that its leaders are anxious about 
tho condition of the temporal power in Rome, 
only Avhen they are not allowed to pull the wires 
of politics in Paris. In September and October, 
1872, the clerical agitation was complicated by 
the growing agitation of the monarchical parties. 
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We have told why the leaders of the Right 
thought that the moment was come for a decisive 
struggle against the Republic. Their intrigues 
in Parliament wore accompanied by redoubled 
violence in the journals which they had in their 
pay. While the Orleanists and the Legitimists 
sought alliances in the political world, and 
anxiously interrogated the chiefs of the army, 
the Bonapartists, who had not yet established 
their power over the Royalist conservatives in the 
Assembly, counted above all on the mob. They 
could not believe that their old tricks were known 
to the whole gallery, and would only bo received 
with hisses. They again tried the popular 
methods which had succeeded in 1851. They 
had their pilgrimages to Chiselhurst, their rendez- 
vous in the churches. They held funeral services 
for the repose of the soul of Napoleon III., which 
was legitimate enough, but they tuiuied them as 
much as possible into political manifestations. 
They wanted to have a solemn T!<ass celebrated in 
the church of 8t. Denis, which i.s reserved for the 
obsequies of sovereigns, and they would have gained 
their point surreptitiously but for the decision and 
promptitude of M. Camille See, formerly Secretary- 
General of the Ministry of the Interior during the 
siege, and at that time sub-prefect of the arron- 
dissement. Numbers of little books appeared. 
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imperial almanacs, and photographs ; an active 
propaganda was carried on in the workshops ; it 
was discovered that the party had a salaried head, 
a police, and semi-official agents, some of whom 
still belonged to the administration of the country. 
M. ^’bier.s looked with uneasiness on this revival 
of effort. He often said that Franco would pro- 
bably ]»n‘Sorve tln^ Republic, hnt that if she did 
decide for a Monarchy it would bo the Empire. 
Tic (injoitied vigilance upon all sides and prompt 
action. Heveri> measures were takmi against cer- 
tain im]K*na.lisf. pajters, published in the depart- 
ments which were still in the stat(? of siege. l*rinco 
Napoleon, who was on liis way to (’orsica to take 
his seat as (•ounsellor-general, and wh(*so journey 
was made tin* opportunity for political manifesta- 
tions, was brought back to the frontier. The 
iVrmanent t^)mmitte(' put in a prote.st, but to its 
remonstrances M. 'I'liiers made no reply but this : 
“1 look upon tliis as a question of ministerial and 
gov('rnmental responsibility ; you will present an 
interpellation on tlie subject when the As.serably 
inof'ts.” 

In the midst of these grave anxieties, the chief 
solicitmle of the (Tovernment Avas caused by the 
Ro])ublicans. Up to that time they had shown it 
the utmost deference. During this prorogation a 
few of the most advanced and impatient among 
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them formed a resolution to celebrate the 4th 
September by banquets and speeches. M. Thiers 
was determined to oppose this. The newspapers 
did not fail to say that the Government was afraid 
of Republican manifestations ; lu? was afraid above 
all of the reaction towards the Right that might 
be produced, and he thought that if exaggoratod 
langjiago was used at tliese gatherings, the effect 
would be disastrous for the Rx'public. Words aix) 
events in France?. Poj)ularity i.s gained by a word, 
or a word causes yt»u to fall into iiTcparablo 
disgrace; there ai‘e illustrious examples of each 
case. 

The Government succet'dt'd in preventing the 
commemoration of the 4th Sejitember, but the 
demonstration was shifted to flat 21st, the amn- 
versary of the proclamation of the first Republic. 
M. Victor licfranc de.sireil th(? prefects to prevent 
manifestations whieli w<T(' neither fitting ata time 
of mourning nor entirely inoffensive in view of the 
violence of party- feeling. A bari Miet at Ghambery, 
whicli jirofessetl to be private, I,. it in which the 
Government disci'rned tin* features of a public 
gatlieriug, was forbidden. Tliereupon a strictly 
private soiree was got u[) at Grenoble, admittance 
being obtained by tieket only, atid the Govern- 
ment, faithfully observing tho law, tfiolc care not 
to oppose tho slightest obstacle to that. M. 
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Qambotta delivered there one of those {ar>soiinding 
speeches which he knows so well how to make. 
It was reported in all the papers. The Bight 
professed to see socialistic and communistic de- 
clarations in it which were not there at all, but 
they found in every sentence a condemnation of 
their i)olicy, and a demand for immediate dissolu- 
tion. This was enough to account for the anger 
which they really felt, and which they thought it 
useful to exaggerate. M. Thiers himself, annoyed 
by the difficulties that were created for him, felt 
great iiritation, and (expressed it forcibly in the 
Permanent Committee. 

At this rnonu'nt of onr contemporary history, 
after much rnui’ching and countermarching, the 
two armies had met at last, the Right against 
the Left : the Monarchy — the three Monarchies— 
against the Republic. The Right had tried to 
loud M. Thiers; failing in that, it had tried to 
gain him over; next, it had tried to frighten 
him. Rut now, perceiving that if he himself 
lasted ho would make the Republic last, and that 
if the Republic luvstod it would very soon become 
invincible, the Right wanted to overthrow M. 
Thiers, and as it was of one accord to destroy, 
though not to found, and had the majority in 
the Assembly, at the moment when it chose to 
overthrow him it could do so. It would only 
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leave liim the necessary time for finishing the 
task in which nobody could take his place ; on 
the day on which the territory should be liboratcwl, 
it would, by w'ay of rcconjponso strike down the 
liberator. Republican France, perceiving this, 
wished to bo beforehand and to drive out the 
miyority which was prej)aring to drive out the 
Republic. Tlio siluatiou was therefore simple 
enough for everybody except the Government. 

For the Govorninent tho situation was more 
involved than over. An impossibility and an 
enigma Avere before them. Tho elections — tho 
immediate consequence of dissolution — wore the 
enigma : what would they produce? It was bcyoTiJ 
all doubt that the majority in the new Chamber 
would be Republican. Whatever else in the way 
of a surprise the ballot might bring, this point 
was certain. But would tliat majority bo Con- 
servative ? There was tlie doubt, and a serious 
one it was. Would it bo prudent ? For tho sake 
of France and of the Republic, of our hotiour and 
the permanence of the Republic, .ho Constitution 
must be framed witli prudence, with mature con- 
sideration, and in a conservative spirit. The 
Government could have no certainty on this point ; 
it must take its chanco. But even if it had been, 
disposed to let the country run so great a risk, 
it bad neither the right nor the power to take 
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part in a movement for dissolution. It had not 
the right, since it owed its existence to the 
Chamber. The same act that dissolved the 
Chamber would destroy the Government. What 
would the will and testament of this dying 
Chamber be worth ? For whom should it make 
a will ? For representatives of the opinions of 
its majority, but not for Republicans who had 
contributed to its downfall. Its testament was 
of no account, but it had another means of giving 
force to its ideas, or at the very least of causing 
confusion among our ranks. Long before its 
death it BPOuld have broken up the Government ; 
to do this there was nothing needed but a vote. 
Tho Governtncnt of M. Thiers, thus hindered in 
its designs, would have succumbed. No human 
power could have persuaded him to go outside tho 
duo course of law. Besides, it was bound by its 
promise at Bordeaux, and by the declarations 
frequently made in the tribune and elsewhere 
which it had renewed during the past year. Not 
it therefore would preside at the elections, but a 
Government of the Right. For all these reasons 
tho Government could not take part in a motion 
for a dissolution. Neither could it go over to the 
Right, because it saw that the Right was not in 
harmony with the majority of tho country, and 
a more poAverful, nay, an alUpowerfu) reason. 
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because it was itself of opinion that the Republic 
ought to be formed. The fitting course was then 
to maintain the existing Cliambor and to form a 
Republican majority in it dotorminod to support 
M. Thiers witliout demanding from him any 
concession of principle. 

This lino of conduct was not only the best, it 
was the only one. AVhon one thinks it over 
now, after an interval of five years, it seoms as 
if nothing could have been easier. On the con- 
trary, nothing could have been more difficult, 
because the Left, now so united, was very much 
divided then, if not in votes of importance, at any 
rate in the aspirations and sentiments of the 
differen t grou ps of which it was composed . Among 
its ranks were a few ultra-Ropublicans who wore 
frightened by the term Oonsorvativo Republic, and 
who were accused, wrongfully no doubt, but owing 
somewhat to their own language and associates out 
of the House, of secret asj)iration8 in conformity 
with the views of the demago/'ues. M. Thiers 
lost no opportunity of declaring that ho had 
nothing in common with these hot-headed ultras, 
nothing in common with the ])olicy which they 
followed, nor with the theories attributed to them. 
Nevertheless, he did not go so far as to repulse and 
provoke them, btKjauso ho had need of their votes 
on great occasions. His object was to construct 
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a Republican and Conservative majority, by 
gaining over some votes from the Right-Centre. 
The object of the Right on the other hand was 
to force him to break at once with the extreme 
Left, so as to hold him prisoner. Such was the 
action wijich logical necessity imposed on M. 
Thiers and on his adversaries, and such in fact 
w.'is the course actually followed on both sides. 
On the one, M. Thiers put forth his message 
in ordia* to create a Conservative Republican 
majority. On the other, M. Changarnier put 
forth his interpellation in order to split tho 
R(*})ublican party in two, and to rob the Govern- 
ment of its only support. 



The Message was read in the Chamber by M. 
Thiers himself, on Wednesday, the lllth November, 
two days after the opening of the session. It 
was only on the previous day that he had road it 
at the Council of Ministers. Seven Ministers out 
of nine hoard it then for the first time. The 
Council approved and admired it. No objection 
was raised, no modification projjosed. Some, 
however, were a little sur|7rised. In spite of 
M. Thiers’ repeated declarations during the 
period of the prorogation, and during- the last 
month of the preceding se.s.sion, they did not ex- 
j)Oct so much clcarne.s.s and resolution. I’hey 
perceived that ho Avished serionsly to warn the 
country and the Assembly, ami to make them 
plainly understand that our only remaining chance 
of safety was to acccj>t the Itopublic, and to 
make that form of Government, finally accepted 
and consolidated, not only the ally, but the safe- 
g^rd of all conservative principle.s. Despite its 
length, we will place before our readers the political 
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portion of this mossage, one of the most important 
documents of contemporary histoiy. 

“ Gentlemen, we have just made you acquainted 
with the condition of the country, especially in its 
commercial and financial asj>ects, because they are 
most important to our credit ; and because that 
credit, and our army which is being reorganized 
with singular promptitude, constitute the two ele- 
ments of our power. Thus, after au unfortunate 
war, after a most terrible civil war, after the down- 
fall of an apparently stable throne, France has 
found every nation ('ager to lend her money, and 
her cr(*dit is more firmly established than ever. 
Eight milliards have l»c*en paid off in two years, the 
greater part of this has been taken out of the 
country •without disturbing the circulation, the 
bank-note is accepted as money, the taxes, although 
increased by a third, are j)aid without very severe 
distress to tho tax-payer, financial equilibrium is 
almost established, a sinking fund of two hundred 
millions is formed, commerce and manufactures 
have increased by seven hundred millions in one 
year 1 To what are these results, which we 
should not venture to lay before you if they were 
not proofs of the vitality of the country, due? 
They are duo to the resolute maintenance of order. 
{Loud clu'ndutj from several hcurhcis.) 

“ Order being established, our workshops 'Were 
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reopened; men resumed work, foreign capital 
far from avoiding us, and French capital, &r 
from hiding itself, has flowed in, quiet has been 
restored with work, and already France can raise 
her head, support, without forgetting, her inconsol- 
able grief, and, what is still more surprising, a 
form of Government which usually disturbed her 
profoundly, begins to enter into her Imbits, 

(Gltcera from the Left and Uft-Ccutre.) 

A Voice from the Right. — “ That is a mis- 
take.” 

M. Thiers. — . . . “ does not hinder her return to 
hope, to confidence, a confidence which she in- 
spires in others by feeling it herself. {Loud 
cheers from the Left.) 

‘‘ And, since 1 must inevitably approach the 
burning topics of the day, 1 say to those who for 
a long time have bclitwed in a Republic as their 
ideal of a Government which is most in confonnity 
with the thought, and most in accordance with 
the march, of modern events, Is.-iy to them : It is 
you, esjKJcially, who should p;- 'sionately desire 
order” .... (“Yes 1 yes ! quite right!” on the Left. 
Exclamations and ironical cheers oa the, Ui^ghi) 
“ for, if the Republic which has twice been tried 
and without success, can succeed this time, you 
will owe its success to order.” (“That’s true! 
Quite right 1” frovi the Jjcft and Cant re.) 
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Make this, then, your continual study and 
care ! If the exercise of a particular right which 
jj jxo[)k* may distiu'b the country, 
kiiuw ii<nv to renounce it temporarily, and make a 
sacritice to public security which will above aU 
benefit the liej)ublic. If it were possible to say 
that order is not of equal interest to all, I should 
venture to afiS.rm that it is essentially your 
interest, and that when we endeavour to maintain 
it, we work for you more than for ourselves.” 
(Cheers from the Left-Centre.) 

M. (tii Heleastel . — “ It is for France that we 
must work ! ” 

M. Thiers . — “ (Ic'ntlcmcn, events have given us 
the Republic, and to reascend to its sources, to 
discuss and appraise them, would bo at present a 
task no less dangerous than futile. Tlie Repub- 
lic is a fact.” (yl Voice on the ICnjht . — “ No ! no ! ”) 

M. le Huron Vhanrand . — “Wo said the opposite 
at Uordeaux.” 

M. Thiers. — “ I beseech all opinions to wait, and 
not to be in such a huny to cry for or against. 

“ I proci'od : — 

“ The Republic is a fact, it is the legal Govem- 
nient of the country ; to wish anything else is to 
wish and ask for a new revolut ion, the most for- 
midable of all. Do not lot us waste time in pro- 
claiming the Republic, but let us spend time in im- 
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pressing upon it those features which are desirable 
and necessary. You named a commission a few 
months ago; tlie title chosen by that commission 
was the Conservative Republic. Ijet iis lay fast 
hold of this title, and above all endeavour that it 
shall be well deserved. (tV/ee/v.) 

" Every (jovennuent ought to bo conservative, 
and no society could live without a conservative 
Govenament. (C/nv /s from hath nuhs.) The Re- 
public will bo conservative, or there will bo no 
Republic.” (Sonsnf!itn.\ 

M. Thiers proceeded to show how rash UTid 
wicked it would bo to employ universal suffrage 
in founding a R('public that should bo only that 
of a particular parly. “ The Rejmblic is a con- 
tradiction in terms if, instead of being the Govern- 
ment of all, it is the Government of any jiarty what- 
soever. (( treat choc rimj from 'nuinij hcncheK.) Thus, 
for instance, if you wish to repri’sent it as the 
triumph of one cla.ss over anotlier, you immediately 
alienate part of the country ; fir^t one part, and 
then the remainder. {Hear! hrn ! quite true !) 

“ As for nu;, I can only admit a Ri'public on the 
footing it ought to occufty, as llu! government of 
the nation whicli, having loUg and loyally desired 
to share the guidance of its destinu'S with an 
hereditary power, and bt'iug unablt! to do so in 
consequence of errors which cannot now be brought 
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to judgment, resolves to govern itself by itself, 
through its elected members, chosen wisely and in 
full libeity, without distinction of party, class, 
or origin, seeking them neither above nor below, 
neither to the right nor to the loft, but in that 
clear light of public esteem, in which characters, 
qualities, defects, portray themselves unmistakably, 
and selecting them with that liberty which belongs 
only to order, calm, and security. {Clwers and 
acclamathms on the Ltj't.) 

“ 'riie two years which have passed under your 
eyes, under your influence, under your control in 
almost conijdeto quiet, may give us the hope of 
founding the conservative liepublic, but only the 
hope ; let us not foj’get that the smallest false step 
would suflice to make this hope vanish, leaving us 
a terrible nsality.” (Mun tarnt and nutriunrs from 
the. JiitfJd.) 

The Kight murmured while M. Thiers was 
giving this wise counsel and wholesome W'arn- 
iug to the licft. Jd. Thiex’s said the Re[>ublic 
could only be foundefl at the cost of extreme 
prudence ; but finally he did admit that it could 
bo established, and this it was that the Right 
could not endure. At the present time, when we 
may add to those two years which had passed in 
almost complete quiet, six that have passed in 
absolute quiet, only disturbed first by the “Fusion,” 
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and then on Idth May» by the aggressive action of 
the Right against the Rt‘public; seeing the Republic 
as we see it, estiiblishod and powerful, if we do 
not take the difference of time sufficiently into ac- 
count, we may think M. Thiers’ speech too cold and 
circumspect. It may seem that its object is less to 
affirm the Republic than to point out to Republicans 
how much reserve, moderation, and patience they 
will require; but, in November, 1872, the solemn 
declaration, that maintenance of the Republic was 
to be desired, and that it could only bo secured 
by dint of prudence, made in an official message 
by the Chief of the Executive, and by a man of 
the past history and inflmmeo of M. Thii>rs, filled 
the Left with rejoicing, and the Right with indig- 
nation. 

M. Thiers, towards the end of his message, 
touched on the great argument, of the iMonarchists : 
“ Republican Erance, is<.)lati'd and without alli- 
ances in the mid.st of the sovereigns of Europe ! 
Foreign sov«Teign.s are enlightened enough at 
the present, time t.t> see in Fr. nee only Franco 
herself. If she be onlerly, she will find friends 
in all ; she will not only bo orderly but strong, and 
all those who desire an einui balance among tbe 
Powers of the World will be satisfied. Now 1 ven- 
ture to affirm that the efforts whicli France has 
made within the last two years, have won for her 
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an esteem of which she has already received many 
proofs. And these proofs have not been addressed 
to such and such parties, or to such and such a 
man, but to France and France alone, and to 
the course of action which she is pursuing in 
order to repair faults which she did not indeed 
commit, but which she oxpifttes because she 
allowed them to bo committed. {Loud mid con- 
tinued cheering.) 

“ Yes, I make the assertion, because it is part 
of my duty to keep my eyes incessantly fixed on 
Europe. France is not isolated ; on the contrary, 
she may if she choose bo surrounded by firm and 
powerful friends. Let her be peaceful under the 
Kepublic, and she will frighten away no one. Let 
her be disturbed under a tottei’ing Monarchy, and 
she will find herself as much isolated under one 
form of Government as under another. {Loud 
chcern from the Lift. Prolonged hderrn'ption.) 

“Gentlemen, wo are approaching a decisive 
moini'ut. The form of this Republic has only been 
given by events, re.sting upon your wisdom and 
on your union with the authority -which you have 
temporarily chosen ; but all minds are waiting for 
you; all ask themselves when .... {murmws 
on the Light), what form you will choose in order 
to give that conservative strength w'hich is indis- 
pensable to the Republic . . . .” 
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M. de la Boekefowauldt Due de Bissacia.'— 
“ But vre do not want it ! *’ 

M. le Vicomte de Lorgenl. — “ And the Pact of 
Bordeaux ? ” 

M. Thiers. — “ It is for you to cliooao ono or the 
other. God forbid that we should substitute our- 
selves for you ! But Avhen you shall have deter- 
mined, when you shall have chosen some from 
amongst you to study this most essential measure, 
if you should wish for our advice, wo will gladly 
give it, loyally, and without flinching. {E.r.elav\.a- 
tions and munmu's from the Bight.) Until that 
time you may reckon on our profound attachment 
to our country, to you, to that which is so 
beautiful and so dear to our hcarl-s, which has 
been before us, and will bo after us, to Franco, 
who alone deserves all our efforts and all our 
sacrifices. (Loud and continued cheering.) 

“ This is a great, a decisive sos.sion which is now 
opening ; on our part neither deference, nor co- 
operation, nor devotion, nor r<!Solution, shall bo 
wanting to complete the succo. s of your work, 
which may God bless, render complete, and above 
all lasting, a benefit which has not yet been 
accorded to us since the beginning of the century.” 
(Loud applause and reiterated cheers from the Left 
and Left-Centre.) 

The report adds : ” The emotion caused by the 
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reading of the message led to a great and general 
agitation in the Assembly. Most oE the repre- 
sentatives rose, and without leaving their benches, 
stood in groups in animated conversation. 

For more than twenty minutes the President 
tried in vain to restore silence. 

The day before, M. Thiers had said to two of his 
ministers who had remained with him after the 
Council : “ I shall have said what I think, to all 
parties, to France, to Europe, all that 1 think ; 
that is the capital point for me, and for you. As 
to success . . , Tie believed in it, however, 
more than his two friends, who did not wish to 
discourage him, but who were rather pessimists in 
all things. As for him, he could not disabuse 
himself of his belief in the power of good sense. 
He could not believe that the men who had been 
at tached to him, who had fought with him, under 
his leadership, for the parliamentary regime 
would abandon him in this critical struggle from 
motives of party-spirit and cliquism. 

We have stated his object in wanting this 
memorable message ; he wished to break with the 
very violent radicals who compromised him ; 
to attract to the Left-Centre the liberal and 
sagacious members of the Right-Centre ; thus to 
constitute a majority mora analogous to his views, 
with which ho would be able to frustrate all 
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the efforts of the monarchical revolutionists. 
The results were not such as he had hoped for : 
the extreme Left did not withdraw their votes, 
the Right-Centre did not give theirs, the respec- 
tive proportions of the different parties were not 
modihod. The only novelty in the general situa- 
tion was an increase of confidence from the Left 
and of hostility from the Right. 

The advanced Republicans, far from being 
offended at the advice which had been given them, 
seemed to be as well satisfied as the members of 
the Left-Centre. M. Thiers thought that for the 
present they wished to see the Republic established, 
and that to attain this object, tliey consented to 
the temporary effacemont of tlu^ir ideas. There 
was certainly some truth in this ; but at this time, 
perhaps, M. Thiers exaggerated to himself thc( 
differences which separated them from him. 
Neither the Loft-Centre nor raodorate Loft, any 
more than the extreme Left, shared his views on 
the treaties of cominorce, the tax on raw matorial, 
the length of military service, tho substitution of 
numbers, the nomination of mayors in largo 
centres by the Government ; on the other hand the 
extreme Left had not the demagogic ideas which 
the Right made use of as scareesrows, and which 
were attributed to them at that time by the other 
groups of the Left, the Government, and M. Thiers 
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himself. The old Republicans whom he had with 
him, had often warned him not to take too seriously 
a certain vehemence of language, characteristic of 
the con.stitution of that party and to the position 
of its speakers, and from which demagogic and 
socialistic doctrines could only be extracted by 
perverting their real moaning. He had fought too 
long against Republicans not to be inclined to fear 
their pass woi’ds, songs, and symbols, which 
reminded him of a gloomy past, but which those 
who made use of tlu'm, very inopportunely, quite 
seriously regarded as glorious recollections. Be- 
sides, ho personally exercised an influence on the 
most ardent Refmblicans which he did not then 
take into account, though he perceived it more 
clearly after his fall, and of which some of his 
friends who W(‘ro on intimate terms with the party 
without belonging to it, w'ere aware. These friends 
then rendered the Republic one of thoso services 
for which ono is never rewarded except by one’s 
conscience, by making it possible for persons to 
work in harmony together, who had different 
temperaments but analogous ideas. Without any 
doubt, if the separation had taken place, discussion 
with the Right would have become easier; but 
this w’sis a small advantage at a time when, war 
being declared, there was nothing for it but a 
great muster of forces; and on the other hand 
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tibej would have lost a considerable amount of 
support. Not only did those adherents remain 
firm to M. Thiers up to May 24th, but the 
Left associated with each other on terms of good 
understanding, making reciprocal concessions, 
and thus creating such unity and discipline as 
enabled them to struggle against the reaction 
and to attain the proclamation of the Republic. 
M. Thiers was all the moi’o able to accept the 
votes of the extreme Left, in that ho had not 
bought them by any concession, either in word or 
deed. 

In order to break up this union of the Left, 
which was becoming a great source of strength 
for the Republic, and of danger to the Monarchy, 
the Right had recourse to two expCllients, the 
Kerdrel proposition and Changarnier’s interpella- 
tion. 

The Kerdi’cl proposition came up in a mild 
and modest form, something Iik(! a claim to the 
right of making an answer to ihe speech from 
the throne. In reality its objt'ci was to protest 
against M. Thiers’ language, and it, blossomed forth, 
after several transformations, into the bill on 
the relations of the Public Authorities {Hapports 
desponvoirs publics). We shall meet with it again 
under this form. 

The Changamier interpellation went more 
VOL. II. n c 
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directly, but less surely, to the mark. It took 
place 18th November, a few days after-the reading 
of the message. 

General Changamior was one of the most re- 
markable members of the Right. He was more 
than eighty, and perhaps in weak health, but one 
had to look closely to perceive that. His will 
stipplied any deficiency of physical strength. 
He was assiduous in his attendance at the 
Chamber, at the meetings of his party, in the 
bm*eaux, at the committees, and he was always 
ready to ascend the tribune and rafike an extremely 
short speech, wx*ll turned, and geiK'rally provoking, 
for no kind of daring was wanting in him. His 
age, his militaiy services, his violent hatred of the 
Rejmblic, tVhieh ho called radicalism, gave him an 
influential jmsition in his party. He had been 
one of the bravest of our African army, which 
consistcnl only of bravo men. After Bugeaud, he 
was one of our Ix'st tacticians. He came to Paris 
in 1848, and was genc'ral of the army of order, in 
the siriHits, and one of its champions in the 
Chamber. At this time he achieved unequalled 
popularity with his own party, and unequalled 
unpopularity with tlio other. He might have 
joined in the Coup d’Rtat and become one of the 
most powerful nobles of the empire ; he preferred 
to be proscribed by it. He lived humbly, austerely. 
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nobly, in exile at Malines. The Pope offered him 
the command of his army, but he refused. Ho 
did not unshcaih hia sword until Metz, where ho 
shut himself up and fought under one of hia old 
lieutenants for his expiring country. Having re- 
turned to France and been elected deputy, all 
his old hatred for the Republic revived, and ho 
8how^^d it in word and deed. He turned, without 
hesitating a minute, against M. Thiers, who had 
been his idol, because M. Thiers was for tho 
Republic. He was as stubborji and as obtuse as 
M. Thiers was intelligent ; in addition to all this, 
a scholar, knowing Latin and loving the classics : 
he had entertained tho double ambit ion to be an 
academician and a marshal of France. Ho woidd 
have been a swaggerer had he not been a valiant 
soldier, and a good general, and had he not. re- 
mained poor, and liv<'d simply, a fact greatly to 
his honour in the positions ho had h<dd. In his 
interpellation he was more humourous than ho 
intejuled to be. 

He recapitulated all tho .abuse i.hat had bt'en 
heaped on M. Gambetta’s speech at Gi'cnoblc. 
According to him M. Gambctta had grossly 
insulted the National Asstanbly; ho had out- 
raged religion ; ho had disturbed hone.st work- 
men, shopkeepers, and proprietors ; excited malig- 
nant passions, envious passions, in the breasts of 

c c 2 
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those men whose cupidity is greater than their 
intrinsic value. Such, in short, was the general’s 
indictment. He praised M. de Cissey much for 
having punished five young scatterbrains, five 
youths who had allowed themselves, he said, the 
unhealthy distraction of listening to and applaud- 
ing the vulgar demagogue. “ I have the mis- 
fortune not to admire M. Gambetta’s noisy elo- 
quence; I should have long ago forgotten this 
prose, if I had not been forced to recognize that 
it has done much harm. 

“ The ardour of my patriotism imperatively 
compels me to beg, to entreat the IVesident of the 
llt>public, whom I have so loved, whom I love 
still .... {i'.rciteirii'nt), to unite himself with the 
majority of the Assembly, and fight against the 
growing audacity of radicalism.” 

The end of the speech is unequalled. “ Will 
not the Government think that the time has now 
come to separate itself frankly, openly, and 
resolutely from a factious person . . . .” {Mur- 
imirs from the Left ; eheers from the Centre and 
Eight.) 

The President . — “ General, I must beg that you 
will not apply expressions to one of your col- 
leagues which are forbidden by parliamentary 
rules and usages.” {Cheers from the Left; 
mnrtnars from the Eight.) 
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M. U Comic de BcssSguier. — “ You are defending 
the Assembly ! Speak 1 ’* 

M.Presncau. — “ The Assembly has been insulted, 
and the General is defending it ! ” 

The President. — “No one, I think, can wish 
expressions to be used at this tribune which would 
lead to this ceasing to be a parliamentary debate.” 
{Hear! hear!) 

General Change ruler. — “I should bo sorry to 
annoy the President, who not only has our con- 
fidence but our afTection. {Hear! hear! on 
the Itighl.) Ho does not approve, yet I am 
speaking very correct French 1 . . . . {cheers and 
laughter on the Itlght) which clearly expresses my 
opinion, and that of the majority of this Assembly. 
{Yes! yes! from the Right.) In order to please 
him I will aller my phrase. I entrtfat the 
Government, for whom I have great respect, to 
recognize that now is their time to unite them- 
selves to the majority, in order to fight against 
a colleague .... {Turning to the, President) Is 
M. le President satisfied ? ” 

Tfui President. — “I am always satisfied when 
the speakers keep within parliamentary bounds. 
{Hear! hear !) It is my diity to maintain those, 
and I only asked the honourable general to have 
the goodness to respect them.” {Clteers.) 

General Changarnier. — “Will the Government 
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not recognize that the time has come for it fto 
separate itself frankly and openly from a col- 
league who is disposed to overthrow eveiything, 
in order again to institute a disastrous dictator- 
ship, whose return would ho the death-knell of 
Franco.” (Loud clu’ertt frmn the Right and Bight- 
Centre. General Changaniier, on returning to his 
seat, is received irith a fresh burst of ajiplavse, 
and heartlhj congratulated, by his colleagues of the 
Right and Centre.) 

M. Victor Lefranc, Alinister for the Interior, 
replied with much firmness. The Government 
had done all that the mo.st exacting ]K*r.sons coxdd 
expect of it, hu* the maintenance of order and the 
defence of the Assembly. The minister proceedetl 
to prove this indisputably. All manifestations, 
all meetings, with tlie exception of that one at 
Grenoble, had bt'cn slopped ; that ha<l been only a 
private nmet ing, and in .such a case the Government 
was powerless. Al. Thiers had explained this 
bofoi'o the JVrmanent (Committee, and AI. Victor 
Lefninc repeated his words. “ Wliat would be 
said if a large lauded projirictor invited five or 
six hundred friend.s to his house, to discuss his 
legitimate aspirations with them, and the Govern- 
mont interfered ?” These were AI. Thiers’ words, 
and AI. do Broglie, speaking after him at the 
Permanent Committee, had answered that the 
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Government’s condemnation of the demonstrations 
for a dissolution bad been energetic and unmistak- 
able, and that the conservative party had nothing 
more to ask of it. M. Victor Lofranc’s speech was 
unanswerable, and ought, in justice, to have ter- 
minated the discussion. 

But that did not suit the Right. They wanted 
a scene, and in order to obtain it they con- 
strained M, Thiers to repeat in tlie tribune 
what he had said before the (,V)nmiittoe. “ Jt 
is true that you have said it, but you must 
ascend those four steps and repeat those same 
words witli your most distinct utterance.” Tln>y 
not only demanded the phrase which M. Victor 
Lefranc had already read w'ord for word, tiny 
wanted the accent ami gestures wdii(!li accorn2)aniod 
them. And lot M. Thiers take cai'c to change 
nothing. 

It was M. de Broglie wlio undertook to e.\j)res8 
this demand. lie did not retract his late appro- 
bation. 

“ AI. Thiers’ Avords,’’ he said, “ wero spoken 
with wonderful energy. But a cold and silent 
official report could not render a just idea of the 
effect of them. What wro have wished, and what 
we still wish, is that this effect, which was confined 
to the four walls of one of the rooms of this 
building, that this effect, which was witnessed by 
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only a small number of us, should be seen, heard, 
and felt by the whole of France. This is what we 
earnestly, anxiously ask of the President of the 
Eepublio.” 

What more could they have done if M. Thiers 
had made a retractation since the meeting of the 
Committee ? if he had wavered ? if he had had 
an interview with M. Gambotta ? Not only had 
nothing of the kind taken place, but M. Thiers’ 
words had just been read aloud to the Assembly, 
without any alteration, with his full consent, and 
very probably by his own desire. But before the 
Right could bo satisfied, they must hear M. Thiers 
repeat his own words. “ We only ask that,” said 
M. do Broglie, “ but we ask it most earnestly.” 

M. Thiers felt the indignity of the proceeding 
v(‘ry acutely. He ascended the tribune, and we 
must hero remind our readers that the speech 
wliich ho made from it was interrupted at every 
sentence. 

“ I admit that it is with the greatest pain 
that I find myself at this tribune, after two 3’ear8 
of entire and absolute devotion, treated like a 
man who may be justly distrusted. . . . Was I 
undecided before the walls of Paris ? Was I un- 
decided when I suppressed the strikes? ... I 
say that you do me a grievous wrong when you 
summon me here to make a confession of &ith. 
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when forty years of my Kfe have furnished ample 
proof of it. '. . . You wish to force me into the 
position of a witness under cross>examination ; 1 
will not accept it ! 

“ Let us be frank ; it is not the Grenoble inci- 
dent which has given rise to this agitation. 

“I have lived for two years with an over- 
powering burden weighing upon me, and I have 
told myself that I had no right through any 
sensitiveness of mine, to bring about a most 
critical situation for this country ; but when you 
appear to doubt me, you give me the right to call 
for a vote of confidence.” (Ch-ccrit from the Lrfl.) 
You have given me the right, .and I demand it. 
{TfmVs riijht ! and cheers from the Left.) I de- 
mand it now. ■ 

“ If you want a decided Government, you must 
bo decided yourselves. Well, bo decided with 
regard to us. You complain of a jjrovisional 
Government, appoint a definitive Govemment. 
Bring your Government hero ! 1 resign joyfully, 

with anxiety for my country, indeed, but as far 
as I am concerned, I would willingly resign my 
post to those who could show more decision of 
character than we have shown, and acts more 
efficacious for the country than ours during the 
last two years : in short, a Government which 
could be termed definitive, and which Franco 
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would accept ! " {Cheen and prolonged applause 
from th‘. Left and extreme Left.) 

M. Thiers was completely victorious that day. 
The Right tried every means in its power, but it 
only proved that it was not yet ready. However, 
it becaTne so soon after. 

The following months, up to 24th May, were 
occupied with the results of the Kerdrel pro- 
position. Very important questions were dis- 
cussed, and the most important of all was that of 
the organizal ion of Councils of Ihihlic Education ; 
but all the inh'rost e<*nlred in the contest be- 
tween M. Thiers and the majority. All beside 
was m('re hair-sj)liiting ; they only wanted to 
overthrow M. 'I’liitTS, and tlu'ir eventual success 
was no longer jn-obleniatic ; (>vcry one knew that 
M. Thiers would be beaten in the Assembly and 
victorious in the country. The politics of those 
four last months have only tlio interest of a play, 
of which one knows the deinnirmnif beforehand. 

Several debates w'ore very exciting. On 
28th November, Al. Dufanre discussed the propo- 
sition of the Kerdrel (!!o»nmission. The Com- 
mission i)ropo8ed “ a bill on ministeinal responsi- 
bility.” But every one knows what this bill 
meant. AI. Dufaurc said with his accustomed 
precision, — 

“ In asking you for a law on ministerial respon- 
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sibility, you are in reality asked to furnish the 
means of forbidding the President of the Republic 
to ascend tho tribune ! ” Ifex’o is his opinion of 
this proposal : “ I shall only add one word. As 
I said at tho beginning, wo must answer the 
message. Tho nation has roct'ivod the message 
with groat ostooin {Ilea r I hear! and lorn! cheers 
from the Leit ) ; and foreign countries have been 
deeply itnpiTssod by tho nobility of tht' language 
held 1)}’^ the Cliiof of tho Exocul ivo in France, after 
tho unheard-of misfortunes which have laid waste 
our counti'y, after the great reawakening that has 
come to it in the last eighteen months; . . . 
{a 2 >id(ii(sc.) That message will doubtless occupy 
a certain position in history ; and 1 would ask you, 
now, gonlleinen, whether, if in answer to that 
message you re[)ly, A commission shall discover 
moans by which il. Thiers shall be prevenhsd 
fiTuu siscending t ho trihune of the Asscjubly, — will 
your answer meet with the same rece[ition ? ” 

M. Dufaurc pi'oposed us an amendment a bill 
on therosjxeetive relations of th' public authorities 
{liajqmrts de.s pe'/ret/’s jnddirn). Al. Thiers wished 
to speak on his own lx.half. Ih; liad some ditficulty 
in obtaining an adjournment of the debate to the 
following day. On 29th November be made one of 
his finest speeches. It was the history of his 
thoughts, the history of his life. 
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** Pray understand that I do not come here to 
make a profession of faith, I have no need to do 
so ; I come to remind those who are listening to 
me why it is that such questions should never 
have been addressed to me.” 

He had, in truth, little difficulty in proving that 
ho had boon a conservative all his life, without a 
moment’s vacillation, from the commencement of 
his political career up to the time at which he was 
speaking ; that no one had been more faithful to 
the conservative csiiisc, or had more courageously 
and more efficaciously defended it. He did not 
attack his adversaries, but while he was speaking 
every one was cotn])aring t he political life of the 
last few months, distinguished by unimportant 
intrigues and sjteechcs, to those forty years of 
struggle, of courage of every kind, of vigorous 
action, of unlimited devotion, of ceaseless toil. 
The contrast was too ovorwhehning ! Ho was too 
fully aveng(ul ! 

He went on to speak of the Monarchy. 

“ If I believeal a Monarchy to bo possible, I 
would retire, I Avould let you work your will ; I 
should have fulfilled my engagement, I should 
remain a man of honour, and I should see my 
country fulfil what you call its destiny. 

“ Stop me this moment if you believe that it is 
the country’s interest to have a Monarchy now ; 
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assume power, let me descend from tbe tribune ; 
I will not dispute it with you. (GJieers anSd 
ajvplaxtse repeated three timee from the Left and 
Lefi-Centre.) 

‘‘Gentlemen, I am an old disciple of tho 
Monarchy, I am whnt is called a Monarchist, 
but I practise the Ecpublic for two reasons: 
because I liave given iny word, and because at 
the present time, prtmlically, there is nothing else 
to bo done. That is the sort of Republican 
1 am ; and I give myself out for what I am, I 
deceive no one. 

“ Well, this ambiguity will soon bo at an end. 
You ask mo why T am applauded. That is the 
reason ! {Loud chTi'n from the Lift ond L<ft“ 
Centre.) 

“ I am applauded because I am very clear on 
this point : there is at the present time no Govern- 
ment possible for Fmneo except that of the con- 
servative Ri'public.” 

The whole Chamber, oven M. Thiers’ enemies, 
were profoundly moved, whe-n before leaving tho 
tribune, he solemidy uttered tlu; following words, — 

“ 1 swear before you, before God, that for two 
years I have served ray .country with unbounded 
devotedness.” 

M. Dufaure’s proposition was passed by 372 
votes against 335. The Cliamber appointed a com- 
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mission of thirty members, the famous Committee 
of Tliirty, with M. do Broglie as reporter. They 
set to work with gri'at hostility to the Govem- 
mc'Tit; although later on they fell into more 
harmony with it ; a very important speech made 
by M. Dufauro on December 14th, in which radical 
rloctrini's were repudiated and condemned, largely 
conduced to this result, and there was even 
some talk of a reconciliation. Already, in the 
lobbies, every one was beginning to ask; “ who is 
being deceived ? ” when the news arrivi'd that 
nothing of the sort had taken ])lace, and that 
the strugghj would b(‘ a oiitrniiro. The scep- 
tical members of Ihe committee good-humouredly 
lauglaal at themselves, and tiu'ir colleagues. 
But after all were we playing like children? 
I’lio problem which had been set before the 
committee was to di’aw up a constitution which 
sliould not. be one. As nothing serious could come 
of this, and as by prolonging equivocations and 
subterfuges, they were simply making themselves 
ridiculous, they wctc coinpelh'd to decide upon 
the following compromise. First, that M. Thiers 
shotdd consent to speak in future only after 
certain formalities. He was to give notice of 
his intention the day before ; if be should happen 
to want to s})eak on the same day, a vote would 
be necessary to empower him to do so. On the 
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day fixed, he was to come to the Chamber, — for ho 
was not to have admission on ordinary occasions, 
— ^then make his speech and withdraw. The 
Cliamber also would adjourn. He was not to 
be answered until the next day. Thus he might 
still address tliem, but he could not debate. 
They hoped that these formalities, all this waste 
of time, and the suppression of discussion would 
make him taikc a dislike to the tribune. This 
for the Right would ho a grt'ut. rolii'f. To 
impose siU'iice on M. Thiers was like taking his 
sword from a general. In exchaugo they con- 
ferred on him two important rights : that of 
retarding for a few days the proimdgation of laws, 
and even <)f demanding, that is to say, of exact- 
ing by a message, a fn-sh delilawation. Tliis 
choice collection of calculations wiis njeknain('d by 
the public tVoV/'i/.x. /vV.s, a sobriipiot which it fully 
deserved. Thi* last clause resolved, that aft.<?r the 
dissolution, the As.seinbly should lie replaced by 
a Chamber of Dejaities and a Semate. Such was 
the collecti<n» of incoherent sf !;'iilation.s brought 
up to the tribune. The eoj/.iniltee, and the 
Government, neither being charmc'd with their 
joint production, resolved, to shoiitm the debaio 
as much as possible. Hut tlu'y wore unable to do 
so. M. Gambetta and M. Louis Blanc entered 
the lists ; M. do Broglie and M. Dufauro wore tho 
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two champions. M. Thiers, who would have pre- 
ferred to remain silent on this occasion, was 
obliged to ascend the tribune. 

The only person who took the debate easily 
was M. Gambetta. He denied that the Assembly 
had power to constitute ; but if it wished to con- 
stitute, at least let it do something sensible, and 
it might continue to exist. It wanted to make au- 
thority which had attached itself to the Republic 
work together with a majority Avhich was resolved 
to oppose the Republic; all the ChinohprioH in the 
world would not enable them to realize such a 
chimera. Tht're was only ono course to be taken, 
Iho one pointed out by reason, and demanded by 
France ; to abdicate at once, and into the hands 
of (»ne single Assembly. 

This argument was powerful, but it was only an 
opposition theme ; that the majority would not 
dissolve, every ono knew beforehand. The state of 
the negotiations with Gei’many was ono unanswer- 
able objection to an immediate dissolution. Many 
of the ch'arest heads were afraul of a new and 
single Assembly, armed with constituent powers 
and elected under radical influences. Several 
amendments were made by Right and Left, for 
in reality the bill was worthless ; but the force of 
circumstances had its wav, and as was to be 
expected, the Assembly adopted in its entirety 
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a bill ■which settled nothing, and just bcoausu it 
settled nothing. 

M. Thiers and M. Dufauro had boon proaont at 
most of the latter sittings of tho Committee; one 
might say that they had co-operated with it. Tho 
Council was, on its ])art, kept informed by M. 
Tliiers of tho proposals which wore made in tho 
Committee. All the Ministers were unanimoiis in 
considering a Senate a very imj)or1ant object to 
bo attained. The right of demanding .a fresh 
deliberation was admitted only after an animakHi 
discussion, and as expedient until llie two (/liain- 
bers should be const it ut(>d. Some months before, 
M. TUitu's •\vould have fiercely respited the pro- 
posal that h(‘ slioidd no longer speak from tlio 
tribune : ho knew his own strength, ho somewhat 
disdained that of others, and this man of order 
loved to brave pari iann*nt ary stoians ; pretty mnch 
like the old saihjr who j)rays to h<*av<'ij for a calm 
sea, but who feels glad in spite of himself when 
his prayer is not answered, lint liismdy thought 
in February, 1S7’’, was to comph ; ■ tin* libi-rafion 
of the territory. 'I’liis gn.'at ol>ject cornj)l('tely 
ab.sorbed him and made; him agri-e to everything. 
“I ne«?d not think about anything else,” ho said, 
“for as .soon a.s the convent ioji is signed, the 
majority will declare by a finely-phrasetl decree, 
that ] have * deserved well of tlm eo«mtry,’ and will 
VOL. II. 1) d 
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turn me off.” He resigned himself to this, not 
indeed without some disdain for mankind, and 
he even wished it. It was not an abdication. He 
did not think the Assembly could survive him, 
and after that there was a whole future. 

Such was the spirit in which M. Thiers and the 
Government accepted the bill of the Thirty. As 
for the Right, who found themselves within sight 
of their goal without having quite reached it, they 
resorted to the following expedient in order to 
get over the last days. The groat chiefs lot two 
or three honest peo])lo, who were uot in the secret, 
make an outcry. Three principal reasons con- 
strained them to a delay : M. Grtwy’s presence in 
the chair, the popularity of the Government, and 
last, to do them justice*, the fear of compromising 
the final negotiations. 

On the evening of the IGth, the public learnt 
that the dattj of the final liberation of the terri- 
tory w'as fixed. A thrill of joy, mingled with the 
anxiety of a last uncertainty, ran through the whole 
of France. On the 1 7t.h, just after the commence- 
ment of the sitting, M. Christophle had ascended 
the tribune, and was preparing to speak, when 
M. de Remusat came into the Chamber. 

M. <h' Ilemuxai, Muuftirr/or Foreign Affairs . — I 
beg to bo allowed to speak ( Repeat ed cheers from all 
the heneheii). 
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Tha President. — “ The Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs will addi*ess the Assembly.” 

M. Ghristophle leaves the trihmie, and M. de. 
Bemusat takes his place. His appearance in the 
tribune is received with several rounds of cheers^ 
after which profound silen-c-e ensues. 

M. de Bemnsat. — “ Gontlemon, I am charged by 
the President of the Ropiiblio to make a oommuni- 
cution to you which we much regret not having 
been able to make at the last sitting ; but wo only 
learnt after the Assembly had st'paratcd, the good 
tidings w'hieh otherwise we should have imparted, 
and which it had a right to know first in all 
Fi"Auce. 

“ Tho Assembly now knows, that the day before 
yesterday, a treaty w^as signed at llcrlin between 
the Ambassador of the French Republic and 
Prince Bismarck, a treaty which secures the 
evacuation of French territory. Accjording to tho 
terras of this treaty, tho four departnuuits which 
are still occupied, end the territory round Belfort, 
will bo evacuated by the German ; -oops on the 
fith of July. {Podoiiged applause.) 

“ This operation will bo comi)lot-cd within a 
month from the oth July. Nev^ertholess, tho town 
of Verdun, and its military territory, will continue 
to bo occupied until tho whole of the war indem- 
nity has been paid. But, on the 5th September, 

n d 2 



404 


THK GOVEBNMENT OE M. THIERS. 


iho last payment "will be made, and within a 
fortnight from that day, tho town of Verdun and 
its territory will be evacuated. (Great ap- 
plume.) 

“ Thus, gentlemen, by tho middle of September 
at tho laU'st, French territory will bo free, and 
Franco will re-enter into full possession of her- 
self.” (Archniiuiiiyti.'t frmii. oil xiilr,>!.) 

The hff.—** Vive la Republique 1 ” 

The Ui(jht. — “ Vive la Frances ! ’* 

We should like to stop at this great scene, and 
the noble scntinu'uts which it inspires. The 
Chamber should have voted, without circumlocu- 
tion that M. Thiers had “ deserves 1 well of the 
country.” It should have associated with him 
in this vot<' that great patriot, of rare and pro- 
found mind, \vlu> by the lucidity of his counsels, 
by the assiduity of his endeavours, by the reliability 
and charm of hi.s nnuiners, had .so much facilitated 
M. Thu'rs’s task. Lastly, to do justice to all, it 
should have calh'd forth from his retirement the 
colleague of those early days which w’ere so un- 
happy. The fonmda might have been very 
simple : ” France hereby declares that M. Thiers 
has deserved well of the countiy. She declares 
that M. de Remusat and M. Jules Favre have 
deserved well of tho country.” The ancients, who 
knew how to bestow rewards, would have decreed 
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M. Thiers, by a vote, tho title of “ Liberator of 
the Territory France and history have since 
done so. The share of tho Government was that 
it had seconded M. Thiers in his work of pacifioa* 
tion and internal restoration ; that of tho Cliam- 
ber tliat it had ratified the treaties prepared by 
M. Thiers and voted the loans so skilfully and 
splendidly carried out by him. 

M. Albert Christ ophlo asci'iuled tho tribune 
after M. do Ri'niusat, and proposed the following 
resolution : — 

“ The National Assembly declares that M. 
Tliicrs, President of the llei)ublic, has deserved 
well of the country.” 

Tho Left and L(*ft-Contro responded to this 
proposition by unanimous acclamatioii. 

M. h; Due (If Moi'iii 'u’i', in (he miiDt of the noise. 
— “M. Christophle 8i»eaks in tlio name of 5-50 
members ! ” 

Af. 6'a/a/-il/a/r (ilradin at. tho leihuue. — ” With 
the same seutiment, . . . {JJ% rote I the vole I 
Sjicak ! spoak 1) 

“With the same seutiment, and dcj)utcd by 
300 members of this As.sembly to press their 
opinion on the great iict 'which has just been 
achieved, I ask permission to road tho following 
motion : — 

“ Receiving with patriotic satisfaction tho com- 
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munication which has just been made, and happy 
at having thus accomplished an essential part 
of its task. (Eirrlamations from the Left — Yes / 
yes / Prolonged applause from the Bight and 
Itighi'Centre.) 

M. Saint-Marc Glrardin. . . . “The National 
Assembly presents its thanks as well ns those of 
the country to M. Thiers, the President of the 
Republic, and to the Government.” {Applause 
from, the Bight and the Bight -Gen (re.) 

M. de JUelrnsfel. — “ Gentlemen, the patriotic 
sentiment is universal. {Yes 1 yes! and. general 
consent.) Only one word is wanting, and I 
ask for its insertion in the motion brought 
forward by M. Saint-Marc Girardin; it is this: 
* Thanks to tho generous co-operation of the 
country.’ ” 

M. Horace de Ghoiseul . — “ I claim priority for 
M. Ghristophlo’s resolution. An Assembly does 
honour to itself in boldly taking up the burden 
of gratitude . . .” 

I’rotestations, it is unnecessary to say, arose 
Irom every side. “ Gratitude is no burden to 
gtmerous minds,” cried M. do Kerdrel, “ it is the 
most refined of all the sentiments of which the 
human heai’t is capable.” {Land interruptions 
on the Left.) 

M. Larrien. — “ Exhibit it then ! ” 
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M. de Mahy . — “ Express it purely and simply, 
don’t haggle over it.” 

“ The Government,” said M. de Kerdrel, ” has 
accomplished a great feat ...” 

” Say that M. Thiers has accomplished a 
great feat,” cried M. Jules Simon, interrupting 
him. 

** The Goveraracnt,” pursued M. do Kerdrel, 
“has accomplished a groat feat, the greatest it 
ever acconiplislufd. Thanks, it. is true, to its 
patriotism, and the talent, displayed in its 
negotiations ; but thanks also to peace which 
has been restored throughout tluj country, and 
surely, we may be permitted to at-tributo that 
peace in gi’cat part to tho National Assembly. 
[Cht’ers oil dll' Hiijht ; noim' on the Li'J'l.) 

M. Ganloiidi'. — “And to tho country which paid 
the ransom.” 

M. Euij'riii' Vi'lHon . — “ your oidy thought has 
bi-en to overthrow M. Thiers.” 

It was agriXHl that to the formula of Saint- 
Marc Girardin, siippluinented v M. Ihdcastel, 
should be added the following words proposed 
by M. Wallon : “ and declares that ho ha.s deserved 
well of tho countiy.” Tim motion was put to 
the vote in clauses. 

M. Grovy proceeded to put tho first clause : — 

“ The National Assembly, welcoming with 
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patriotic satisfaction the communication just mode 
to it ; 

(Adopted.) 

M. Grhy. — “ Now the second paragraph- 

“ And happy to have thus accomplished a 
second part of its task, tlianks to the generous 
support of the country — 

(The clause is put to the vote by show of 
hands.) 

Sn'fiuil innnbrrs of fhc Tfbjhf, funnny fotrard^ 
tlir hrj't . — “ Oh ! oh ! you don’t vote that ! ” 
(CV/errs and rounfor-ckvoi’a.) 

(On tli(' second vote the clause is ado])tcd.) 

M. Uronj . — “Tenders its thanks and those of 
tho country to M. ’J’hiers, l*n'^ideut of the lie- 
public, anil t.o tho (iovernincnt.” 

(Adopted.) 

M. di‘ JJi lrasfcl . — “ I want to say a few words 
on the additional ])aragraph.” 

M. (Jrv.vij . — “ No, tho discussion is closed, you 
cannot speak.” 

Now came IVI. Wallon’s additional clause : — 

“ And declares that M. Thiers has deserved 
Avell of the country.” 

M. dr lidcaxUd . — “ Therein ! add at least 
therein 1 ” {Noiar.) 

(Tho claxise is put to the vote.) 

Sftrral nu'mhrr,^ of the JA-fi^ turning loivardif the 
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Right , — “ Oh ! oh ! so then you don’t vote that 1 ” 
{Cheers and cmnter^ckecrs.) 

On a second vote the clause is put and adopted 
in its entirety. 

M. Givvif.-—'' I propose that the Assembly 
should order that the I'osolutiou now adopted bo 
conveyed to the President of the llepublic by 
a deputation of the bureau.” {Lottd cheers on the 
Left; mu rill lies on tin' Itiijhf.) 

Court Jianipon uiov<‘s the adjonrninont of tho 
d(d)ate. 

A inniihrr of the Itight . — “ Three-quarters of an 
hour of apotheosis ! Surely that is enough 1 ” 

The next day, at the Cabinet Council, while 
talking over tho various incidents, Af. Jules Simon 
said, laughing, to M. Thiers, “ Now you may say 
your Ntiiir i/imitliis.'’ 

M. Thiers, Jonhlnij at him fhoiojhtfulli /, — “ But 
they have nobody.” 

M. Jules Siiuou . — “They have Marshal Mac 
Mahon.” 

M. Thiers niergefiralhf . — “ Oi as foi’ him, I 
can answer for him ; he will nev(!r accept.” 

M. Grevy’.s pr<'senco in the chair was a source 
of great annoyance to the Bight. There was no 
hope of either gaining him over, dec(tiving him, 
or braving him. IIo w'a.s a Republican of long 
standing, with fixed ideas and inflexible resolu- 
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tion, which he maintained under a calm exterior. 
He always knew where he was and whither be was 
going; he had never acted from bravado in his 
life, never drawn back, nor even blundered from 
heedlessness. Under Louis-Philippe, under the 
first Republic, under the Empire, at the bar, in 
the Chamber, in the debates, in the committees, 
in all his conversations everywhere, he was 
always the same. Though faithful to his friends 
ho was still more faithful to his ideas, which .is 
one of the rarest qualities in politics. He seemed 
absolutely without ambition ; or at any rate if ho 
had any, it was evident that he would never take 
a step out of his w'uy in order to attain it. He 
wnslwrii to be a Pivsidmit, for he took in a situa- 
tion quickly, sagaciously, STirely, and never lost 
his head. WemUvSt go back to tlie days of Roger 
Collard to find a President with so much authority 
and dignity. He was known to be extremely 
sensitive, atid it was on that point the Right 
attacked him. The occasion was an unimportant 
one, but it was seized with too much avidity 
and us(id too skilfully to have been the mere 
rosidt of chance. If the attack on that day was 
not premeditated, at least it had been determined 
to sting him into resigning. 

Who would have believed that a pretext would 
have been funiishod by M. Le Royer, a bom 
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orator, who attacks opinions mercilessly indeed, 
but who, perfectly master of his speech, always 
treats his opponents with the utmost personal 
courtesy. He was in the tribune weightily 
discussing a non-political bill. “ 1 now come," 
he said, “ to the (luest ion of what has been added 
by the reporter to the luml>t*r of this report." 
That was all. It was this w'ord “ liiiuber " which 
raised such a iem[)est 4 he said lumber as he would 
have said “ farrago.” " 1 havc'i spoken of the more 
important matters, 1 now come to this farrago, to 
this lumber, to these trifles.” Is the word dis- 
j’espectful ? One constantly uses sucli expressions 
without outraging the conventionalities. Who 
that is accustomed to speak at the bar, or from 
the tribune, will deny tins. M. J)e Ibiinnevillo 
had only a moment before interrupted a speaker 
by saying, " That’s all sten-otype ! ” (“ En, voila 

iU'8 clichf'n ! ”) This expression Avas suitable 
neither to an Assembly nor to a di’awing-room ; 
but though it Avas as rude as it was vulgar, 
it would hnA'e l)een ridiculous j take offence 
at it. M. Le Koyer did not think of such a 
thing. He kjjcAV al.'JO that M. do Kainnevillo 
was not in the habit of sayibg rude ihings ; that 
he had forgotten hiins- lf; and so, in his turn, 
M. Le Royer brought- out his " lumber ” just as 
thoughtlessly. 
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A cry was raised : “ Order ! order ! The word 
‘ lumber ’ is not parliamentary ; withdraw the 
expression ! ” 

M. Lo Royer was very justly surprised; and 
on reading these details after a lapse of time, 
one can hardly help laughing, if even this scene 
had hc'cri made by novices ! lint the most active 
objector was the old Marquis do Grammont, who 
certainly hiul heard much .stronger expressions 
during his life, and who for thiily years had sat 
quietly in his seat, without even thinking of get- 
ting up. On this day, for a wonder, ho could not 
restrain hinis<‘lf. “liul,” answeml M. Le Royer, 
“ 1 am in the habit of being polite (which was 
true), I will show you that there is no insult in- 
tended in the use of this word ‘lumber.' At least, 
1 have no intention of insulting or hurting anyone’s 
feelings. I am sure that the committee agrees 
with mo.” And several nunnhers of the Com- 
initteo hastened to answer “ (,'ertainly.” There- 
upon the Marquis do Grammont cried, “That is 
an impertinence.” 

The Presiilent called him to order. How 
could he have avoided doing otherwise ? 

A’iolent exclamations were raist tl at tliis call to 
order. Several members of the Right rose, say- 
ing, “ We protest against tliis,” and seemed in- 
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dined to leave the Chamber ; others cried that 
the affirmations of the reporter wore interrupted 
by the Left and called calumnies. The President 
replied that he had not heanl the word “calumny/* 
and that if he had heard it he would have called the 
speaker to order. The point now at issue was the 
word ‘lumber/ and not the word “calunmy;” M. 
Le Royer, and not an interruptei’ whose name oven 
was not known. It was especially a question of 
the word “ inqu'rtinenci' and the Prt*sidont asked 
whether M. de Cnuinnont withdrew it. “ That 
word,” said M. de Cranimont, “was not a person- 
ality. 1 honour the ptTson of M. Ijo Royer, 
W'hom I do not even know ; 1 will even .say, if 
he particularly wdshes it, that I venerate it, for 
that is all one to me; and I add that when lie 
shall have retracted his un.'sec'tniy w<»rd ‘IuiuIkt/ 
I will withdraw mine.” Tlu< Jtight n]>plaudo(l 
thi.s vocifeixmsly. 

M. (h't'nj . — “When M. <le tlrammont, after 
standing up .several times, taking no heed of 
my reproofs, and insisting (ui vil<>rnipiing the 
speaker, ended by addressing to him the expression 
which you have just lieanl him makr* use of, it 
seemed to me impo.ssible not to call him to order. 

“Novr, my conduct does uot aj>[)ear to meet 
with your aj)proval ; jmlging from the hostile 
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manlfostations of a part of the Assembly, it seems 
oven to be severely blamed. 

“ Gentlemen, if you think that I do not fulfil 
my duties properly, you must make me aware 
of the fact. I have neither asked nor sought 
for tho office which you have conferred upon 

mo ” (/'Vex/i cht‘>‘i's from tlio Lr/f and Lift- 

Oonfrr.) 

M, dt> hi Jlnrth-rir . — “ Those cheers aro per- 
fectly natural.” 

M. . . . “ I have ahvjiys filled it to tho 

best of my ability with perfect justice and impar- 
tiality (hrar, ht'tu'!). Since I do not receive from 
you, gentlemen, that justice to which 1 feel I am 
entitled, J shall know wliat remains for mo to do,” 
(rpfdoour from Ifir h> ft oioi fj<ft-(\-iitri ' — 
proloiiiji'il iipi'ixir. Till' Axm iiihlif hmikti up in 

iji’i'iif i’,i'i'i(i‘mi'iit.) 

The next day M. Grevy sent in his resignation ' 
with a short- note. 

“ M. [,E VlCE-PufisinENT, 

” 1 beg you to have the goodness to convoy to 
the National Assembly, my resignation of tho 
functions of [*rcsitlenf. 

Accept, le Vice-President, 

“ My assurances, &c., 

“Jiri.F,s Gr^vy.” 

He was re-elected forthwith bv 349 against 

f o 
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231 who voted for M. Buffet. But the next day, 
3rd April, lie wrote Again : — “ Tlie reasons which 
have determined mo in my resignation of the pre- 
sidency do not admit of ray changing my resolu- 
tion, I must still maintain it. I Imart.ily thank 
those of my colleagues who at the sitting yester- 
day gave rao a fresh mark of esteem aud sym- 
pathy, of which I am deeply sensible. 1 beg you 

to accept,” &c M. Buffet was elected 

president at the sitting held on April 4th by 304 
votes. The Left laid voted for a name honoured 
and resptHJted by all, that of M. Martel, who 
obtained 285 votes. 

Tho Chamber adjourned from 8th April to 
19th !May, leaving behind it a 1‘erma.nent C-oiu- 
mittce composed of twenty-five members, of whom 
eight belonged to the Ix'ft. During this proroga- 
tion M. Barodet was elected in Paris, 27th April, 
again.st M. de liemusat. 

This election was tho last blow to the Govern- 
ment, bccau.se it was concluded from it, though 
wrongly, that it had cease<l to b. pf)pular. 3’he 
candidature was offered M. dc* it(-,inus!it by an 
important part of the electoi’s of Paris. M. 
Thiers at once showed his willingne.ss to accept 
him, and it is certain th.-it his success would have 
been a master-stroke. M. do It<^musat was in- 
clined to refuse ; he (uided by accepting, but it 
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was against his own wish and out of deference to 
his collcjigucs. Only M. Jules Simon was strongly 
opposed to tliis candidature. “ Wliatever you may 
do,” he said, “ they will accuse you of making an 
official candidate. Success is more than doubtful. 
^J’lioy talk of proposing M. Barodet ; ho is a very 
formidable competitor. The more so that no one 
dreams of comparing liim to M. do R(5musat. 
With the masses ho will n'present the democratic 
llepublic, and .M. d(‘ llemusai the bourgeois, 
thorefon^ the moderate, or more than moderate, 
the rt^actionary Ih'public. Tlu! law which has just 
suppresseil the groat Lyons Municipality, a law 
8np[)ort<!<l by M. do Oonhtnl against tlu* exjyrc.ss 
wish of a part of the I’ahinet, will increase M. 
Barodet’s chamu's, who was mayor of Lyons, or 
rather iiisnre Ids success. I’aris will vole against 
the law in (deefing M. Barodet.” M. do Goulard 
Ireabui these objections very .scornfully. Ho had 
been, ('ver since hi.s entry into the Cabinet as 
Idinisier of Interior, at continual variance with 
M. Jules yimon, and wished to draw M. Thiers 
to the Right. M. 'I’liiers pcTsisted in desiring 
this candidature, hut for motives very different 
from M. de Goulard’s, lie considered M. de 
IWmusat the greatest political man in the 
country, and would not admit that Paris could 
vote against the Minister who had just signed the 
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treatj f<v the libOTatioo of Uie territ(Hry. Bat 
]huis 18 not easily tamed away from the passion 
of the moment. It gave 180,045 votes to M. 
Barodet, to M. de Bdmasat only 140,000. This 
was a moat serious blow to the Qovemmeut. 
The electors of M. Barodet in reality elected 
Marshal MaoMahon, though at that time they had 
little notion of such a thing. Universal suffrage 
is more intelligent now. 

By the side of these groat events we must men- 
tion a slight incident, which did not deserve the 
fuss made about it, but which noveriheloss was 
turned to account by the reaction. 

M. Jules Simon, Minister of Public Instruction, 
opened the general meeting of the delegates of 
the learned societies at the Sorbonno, 19th April. 
On that occasion he made a long speech, in which 
he spoke of the requirements of science, of what 
it had achieved, and especially of what his suc- 
cessor must do in aid of it. Ho finished with 
these words : — 

“Let us all exert ourselves; ii/? time is pro- 
pitious, and the necessity urgent. 

“At length our country, which has suffered 
so much, is returning to life ! It will soon 
be delivered from the last vestiges of foreign 
occupation. To whom shall vre owe this de- 
liverance? To one single man {loud cheers), 
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jcs, to him alone. I tell you as an eye-witness, 
I who have seen his efforts in the midst cff tSie 
ceaselessly recurring difficulties which were 
created for him by party strife. He who has 
done this great deed is a scholar, a Havant^ one of 
yourselves, gentlemen: you have a right to be 
proud that the liberation of ‘the territory, and 
the establishment of the Republic, are due to 
him ” 

The numerous assembly, composed of the most 
distinguished mvnvis in the country, greeted this 
sentence with applause. Wo venture to say that 
those who road it now, after an interval of some 
yosirs, will find in it only the simple and natural 
expression of an incontestable truth. And yet 
it excited, in the majority, indignation which 
now sw-ms so little justified, that it is im- 
iroasible, however much one may wish it, not to 
think it ridiculous. 

The majority wished, at all costs, to secure for 
itself the principal honour of the liberation of the 
territory. M. Thiers had only been their agent, 
and had had no other merit than that of faithfully 
carrying out the instructions which they gave 
him. Unhappily for this exorbitant claim, H. 
Thiers had for two years been absolute chief of 
the Government of the State; he had, in person, 
assumed the direction of the war, of diplomacy 
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«&d of all (^e internal affairs of the country, 
fie had himself conducted with a high hand, and 
sometimes harshly, the deliberations of the Cham- 
ber. The day after his nomination he had Mt 
Bordeaux with M. Jules Pavre to go to Count 
Bismarck; and from that day fqipth he had 
worked night and day to conclude peace, to 
stave off all occasions of quarrel, to gatlior to- 
gether tho means of paying the five milliards 
for the indemnity, and the throe milliards for 
expenses of all kinds, to hasten the time first 
agreed upon for tlu* evacuation, without resting, 
without a momeut’s I'espito from overwhelming 
anxieties, exhibiting consummate knowledge of 
business, the shrewdness of a diplomatist, tho 
firmness of a patriot, the courugo of a citizen, 
often concealing his fears from his most trusted 
intimates, and gaining ground inch by inch, 
until at last ho could say to hrance “No, not 
in 1875, but in this year, within a few months, 
we shall be free ! ” What had the Assembly 
to do with all this ? What could it do ? 

When a treaty liad boon long and laboriously 
debated, in profound and necessary secrecy, it 
voted it. What it ought liave dono besides 
was to render the tsusk of negotiator and paci- 
ficator more easy, by quiet and confidence. 
Instead of that, it stirred up fresh quarrels 

R e 2 
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daily. This is irhat was said by oontenq^rary 
France, and recorded by history. 

But, it may be said, if M. Thiers conducted 
negotiations, foresaw danger, reiraared errors, 
realized loans, made payments, and if he did 
all this, as ^ust be admitted, in the midst of 
the incessant strife whidi the majority kept up, 
sometimes on the most frivolous pretexts, the 
majority at least maintained tranquillity in 
the country, and in that way helped him in his 
labours. 

Did the majority do anything of the kind? 
Did it not repeat every day that we had no 
Government, that the Republic was only pro- 
visional, and multiply interpellations, the results 
of which might be to destroy the Government ? 
Did it not manifest hostility amounting to 
passion against the large towns, and especially 
against Paris? Did it not select a time when 
unity of action was essential to recommend every 
measure of decentralization : the suppression of 
sub-prefects, the election of mayors, the impunity 
of the press, measures which might be excellent 
in themselves, but which were inopportune, and 
which it hastened to forget when it came into 
power at a moment which was more propitious 
to libfflty ? Was it the Assembly who reorgan- 
ized and filled up the cadres of the army, who 
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lomul geaierals for it, and directed their opera- 
taons ? History will not reproach the Assembly 
with not having done that which was not for it to 
do, which it could not do, but history will rejnroaoh 
it with being wanting in justice and gratitude to 
the great citiaen who saved it. Th| chief object 
of the majority, after the welfare of the country— 
for we cannot, we must not, deny that it was 
patriotic — ^was to prevent the establishment of 
the Republic, and it is but too true that party 
intrigues more than once endangered the only 
task to which in those terrible years all good 
citizens should have devoted themselves. 

M. Jules Simon had then committed the crime 
of saying that M. Thiers was the liberator of 
the territory. The reactionaiy press gave the 
signal. M. Buffet, the new president, proclaimed 
everywhere that if these words were not openly 
disavowed he should immediately recall the 
Ohamber. H. de Goulard, who was gentleness 
and amiability personified, in the ordinary course 
of life, completely lost all seL'*rcstraint, and 
made a violent scene in the Council. Ho had 
allowed himself to be persuaded by certain mom- 
bwsof the party, that his taking office as Minister 
of the Interior was to be the commencement of 
a new policy. One day he had even said to liis 
coQeagues, to their profound astonishment, 
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must let my hand be felt;” whereas it was in 
order that his hand should not be felt that 
M. Thiers had chosen him. 

This excellent man was a good patriot, a good 
administrator, but a somewhat bewildered Minister 
of the Interior. In the Cabinet he represented 
the reactionary party, and M. Jules Simon the 
Left. They both resigned at the same time, wd 
with one accord. M. Thiers gave the Ministry 
of the Interior to M. Casirair Pcrier. In order 
to make a place in the Cabinet for M. B<irenger, 
a good speaker, and a man of strong character 
and lucidity of ideas, the office which M. Jules 
Simon resigned was made a double one ; M. Wad- 
dington being appointed to the Ministry of Public 
Instruction, and M. de Fourtou, who gave up the 
Public Works to M. Bcrenger, appointed to the 
Administration of Public Worship. Thus the 
Cabinet was renewed and strengthened for the last 
groat .struggle. 

M. Thiers wrote the following letter to M. Jules 
Simon : — 

“ My dear colleague and friend, 

“ It is with a gi’eat pang that I part with you, 
... I shall always remember the three years 
during which you have been to me a friend, a 
colleague on whom 1 could lean, and a fdlow« 
worker of rarest capacily. In my eyes you are 
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^he aUe man par exedlencet and it needs the 
wretched passions of the hour to make it possible 
that your services should be set as^e. But you 
remain* and will remain* in the midst of the 
national representation, and there you will have 
one of the best places. You will one day be a 
resource for our country in the series of ad- 
ventures which the future may have in store for 
it. God grant they may end well. As for me* 
I make a last effort without knowing what ■will 
be the result. But it will be the last, and I shall 
then gfo to seek rest in the midst of my friends* 
among whom you will occupy, I hope, the first 
rank. 

** Yours cordially, 

"A. Tbibus. 

“ May 18* 1873.” 
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V. 

The Chamber reassembled on Monday, 19th May. 
M. Buffet, the president, immediately read the 
following : — 

“ The undersigned, convinced that the gravity 
of the situation requires a Cabinet at the head 
of affairs whose strength will reassure the country, 
ask leave to interpellate the ministry on the recent 
modifications which have been made in it, and on 
the necessity of causing a resolutely conservative 
policy to prevail in the Government. 

“ They propose Friday for the interpellation.” 

This document bore no less than 320 signatures. 
With such numbers, a party is always master of 
an Assembly. The majority manifested their in- 
tentions plainly the next day by electing M. de 
Goulard first vice-president of the Assembly by 
367 votes. There was no longer any doubt either 
within or without the Assembly that these 367 
members had resolved on the overthrow of M. 
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(Huera and the substitution of Marshal MaoMahon 
in his place. Ever sinoe the month of Fdbrum^ 
tibe Marshal had assiduously attended tbe debates 
in tbe Chamber, and on aU sides he was 
pointed out as *‘The President of the Bight.” 
Only before the last prorogation the time had 
not been fixed. M. Buffet was President, 
M. Barodet was elected, the anticipated evaoua- 
tion of the territory was decided on, therefore 
all that was now wanting was a speech and a 
ballot. 

The event of 24th May, which took the country 
at large by surprise, was foreseen by all who 
closely followed the course of politics. The Bight, 
who had long allowed their anger to bo evident, 
no longer took any trouble to conceal their 
intention. M. Thiers had voluntarily precipitated 
the crisis by his message of 13th November. He 
held, as a statesman, that afber the liberation had 
been effected, the provisional form of the Govern- 
ment would be a source of wenkness to it and 
of ruin to the country. Therefore it was ne- 
cessary either to convince the Eight of their 
weakness or to make way for them. 

On the meeting of the Chamber on the 19th, 
he knew that the crisis was at hand. It came 
a few weeks earlier than ho had expected. The 



426 


THE OOVEBNHEHT OF M. TBtEBS. 


coalition compromised our greatest interest, tke 
liberation of the territory, by thus bringing 
on a crisis at a time when the last divisions 
of the German army w^e commencing their 
retreat, and this was playing an invidious part. 
M. Thiers said several times during the debate, 
“ You are acting five weeks too soon ; it would 
have been both wiser and more patriotic to wait 
five weeks longer.” That is to say, until the 
liberation had been completely effected. The 
Right were fully aware of this; but they said, 
firstly, that the treaties had boon signed, the money 
was ready, the movement had commenced, that 
there was no difficulty pending between the two 
governments, and that doubtless the operation 
would bo completed without hindrance ; and 
secondly, they would not give the majority, which 
they had formed with such difficulty, time to melt 
away. 

This majority was very precarious. 

It is quite true that, since the meeting of the 
Assembly at Bordeaux, the Right had been in the 
majority, but it was an opposition mtyority. It 
is always easy to get up a majority in opposition, 
by coalitions. Constitutionalists, Legitimists, 
and Bonapartists, will readily agree to pass 
a bill which has no strictly political charaot^, 
or to resist Republican tendencies, or to over- 
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tkrow a minister. But they could not displace 
M. Tluers without xieplacing him, and the choice 
of his successor was not an act of opposition, 
but an act of government. The three monarchies 
had an equal interest in overthrowing M. Thiers, 
because the fact of his being in power indefinitely 
adjourned their return, and eveiy day increased 
the chances of the stability and definite estab* 
lishment of the RepubUc ; but the difficulty was 
to find a successor to him who, while he would be 
little in favour of the Republic, w'ould not give 
the advantage to the Legitimists, the Bona- 
partists, or the Orleanists. This difficulty 
stopped the whole of the proceedings for some 
time ; and the members of the Government, whoso 
eyes were open, looked on with much interest, as 
may well be imagined, at the efforts which were 
made to overcome it. M. Thiers, who reckoned 
gratitude as of some account, believed that the 
Right would find no way out of their difficulty. 
Ho said, “They have nobody.” A general was 
required, first, to maintain the anny, and then 
to appease certain susceptibilities and preten- 
sions. We had no lack of generals. M. Thiers 
had made answer one day to an ambitious and 
restless general, who complained of a certain 
choice made by Government for a very important 
post, “ No one of you was pointed out to me by 
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victory/* The remark was a just one, thou^ 
severe, and above all it vras well aj^lied. We 
had, alas I no victorious generals, but we had 
generals of great merit who possessed the 
confidence of the army j we even had many. If 
merit were the only consideration, we might have 
been embarrassed by the number jof candidates. 
But merit was not enough, there was a more 
difficult condition to be satisfied ; we must have 
a general who was not too obscure, and yet who 
did not take too decided a line in politics. Such 
a man, in such times as ours, it was almost 
impossible to find. It is all very well to say that 
the army fights and does not counsel. All parties 
repeat this fine maxim with great emphasis when 
they despair of having the army on their side. 
The Constitution of 1848 lays down in its 104th 
Article that “ the armed force is essentially 
obedient.” It adds that “no armed body can 
hold deliberations.” This is both right and 
reasonable ; and, moreover, it is the case, if we 
mean by this that the scandal oiproimnciaimentoSf 
which elsewhere have too often set up might for 
right, do not take place in France. Nevertheless, 
when the air is thick with revolution, or prepara> 
tions for revolution, the question is eagerly asked, 
whether the chiefs of the army will obey the law, 
and whether the army will obey its chie&? 
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And, even apart from revolutiona and coups (Tltot, 
tiiere are times when generals, if not soldiers and 
•nbaltem offioera, can only avoid declaring them* 
selves if they have been blessed by Providence 
with a rare talent for silence. Among our 
generals of 1873, some had taken part in the 
Imperial coup d*Mai, which of course excluded 
them; others had been ministers, or aide8>de>camp, 
or favourites of the Emperor, and owed their 
advancement to their personal devotion to him ; 
others, while accepting commands under the 
Republic, loudly proclaimed their attachment to 
the Orleans family or to the Legitimate royalty. 
The same general might, according to the occasion, 
be a passionate Legitimist or Orleanist ; ho might 
fight against the Republic under any flag, even that 
with the stain of Sedan upon it ; but no emergency 
of his position, no effort of his will, could 
make a neutral of him, and it was above all a 
neutral of whom we stood in need. This valuable 
quality of neutrality was Specially wanting in 
General Changamicr, even more than in all the 
others ; and besides, he had all the defects of youth, 
although he had completed his eightieth year 
just one month previously.’ Of the Republican 
generals, many of whom — Chansy, Jaureguiberry, 
Pothnau, Frebault, Faidherbe — had a great 
military reputation, there could be no question. 
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The objections against all the generalS) one alone 
excepted, were so decided and so evident, 
that the choice was not far to seek. The three 
coalesced monarchies then agreed in nominating 
Marshal MacMahon, who was indicated by. 
his rank, and by the position of commander- 
in-chief which M. Thiers had given him. It 
might be said that he was not enrolled in 
any party. His family traditions were Legitimist, 
but his career had been under the Emperor, 
who also had specially distinguished him. An 
occasion was called to mind on which he had 
proved that ho was no courtier, and that he knew 
how to vote and speak independently. It is a 
very certain and a very curious fact, that if any 
scruple had prevented him from yielding to the 
wishes of the Right, it would have had nobody to 
take th/^ place. 

The majority had then fixed upon him. It was 
also necessary to have a coalition ministiy 
ready, into which each party wanted to introduce 
sentinels. M. do Broglie took with him M. Beul$, 
who would in no way inconvenience him, for 
the Homo department; M. Batbie, who had 
invented the happy but dangerous phrase of 

a ministry of combat,” was relegated to the 
Ministry of Public Instruction. M. Emoul, M. de 
da Bouillerie, Admiral Dompierre d’Homoy, and 
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M. de Meaux, amply represented the Legitimist 
party. M. Magne took . Finance in the name of 
the Empire. Tlie Minister of War had yet to 
be found. It was well known that M. de Ciss^ 
would not refuse to take the post ad interim. 
The Staff being thus constituted, the Duo de 
Broglie took upon himself to give battle. On 
the 23rd May he ascended the tribune at the 
commencement of the sitting to support the 
interpellation. 

“ The elections of the 27th Apiil, and the 11th 
May, have,” he said, ** given the victory in fact 
to the Radical party. Universal suffrage is orga- 
nized in such a way that if it is not kept in order, 
the radical party will soon, by moans of the elec- 
tions, attain the direction of affairs. 

“ The Radical is not an ordinary political party, 
it is a social party. Absolute civil equality, 
religious liberty, and. universal suffrage do not 
satisfy it. It believes that there yet remain 
great reforms, almost social revolutions, to be 
carried out. Consequently it is . party which 
threatens to recast if not to destroy, the present 
basis of society.” 

Was the Government, constituted as it was up 
to the 16th May, prepared to resist the Radical 
party ? Was it able to prevent their success ? 

There were two opposite and oo-ezistent poll- 
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cies in the Cabinet which had each thdr znomentaiy 
Bupremacj, prevailing by turns, and in a manner 
dividing the map of France between them, so that 
whole regions seemed to be given up by the 
Administration to one or the other party. 

The Duo de Broglie and his friends had long 
before pointed out to M. Thiers this antagonism 
between his ministers, and the want of unity, and 
consequently of strength that resulted from it. 
The candidature of M. de Bemusat finally con* 
vinced every one, that if there were no friends or 
adherents of the Radical party in the Cabinet, 
there were in it ministers who looked upon for- 
bearance and compromise as the best means of 
restraining its passions, or lessening its preten- 
sions, and who thought that it ought to bo treated 
with gentleness and patience, not dealt with 
according to the rigour of the law; and that 
whatever there might be of harshness in legal 
repression should be tempei’ed by graciousness in 
personal relations. Others, on the contrary, 
wished to break with it in form as well as in 
substance, and to seek for alliances with the 
Eight. This division of opinion had declared 
itself more especially with regard to the candi- 
dature of M. Barodet. Wliat did the Eadioal 
party want, when it set M. Barodet in opposition 
to M. de Eemusat, the deposed mayor of Lyons 
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agfwst the minister of M. Thiers ? It wanted its 
revenge for the act, recently accepted by the 
Government, and energetically supported by one 
of its ministers, which suppressed the municipa- 
lity of Lyons. What, asked M. de Broglie, had 
the ofScial or officious organs of the Government, 
the patrons of the candidature, done during the 
electoral period ? They had condomuod that act 
as a blow aimed against the municipal franchise. 
One minister supports, another repudiates it. 
M. de Goulard assists the Assembly in over- 
throwing this citaded of the Radical party ; M. de 
Remusat accuses the Assembly of having offered 
a gratuitous provocation to municipal franchise. 

While this great electoral contest was going 
on, M. Jules Simon delivered a speech which 
contained a grave offence against the Assembly, at 
a congress of learned societies. 

“ To say, in fact, that one man, and one man 
only, however illustrious ho may bo, has effected 
the liberation of French territory, to say so 
when the Assembly had received t.* o redemption 
of our independence as its first mission from 
the country, was to toll it that it had neglected 
and endangered the most sacred portion of its 
mandate. Whether this was asserted expressly, 
or by inference, the offence remains the same.’* 

And it was not only an offence. “ It offered 
VOL. 11. K f 
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a very considerable support to the first article of 
the prog^mme of the Radical party, since that 
first article is the immediate dissolution of the 
Assembly.” 

M. do Broglie stated that M. Jules Simon’s 
words were disavowed in the most formal manner 
by M. do Goulard in the Permanent Committee. 

“ Ho declared that ho would not bo answerable 
for thorn. The conflict had then reached the 
acuto stage. Tlie newspapers had taken it up, 
and the two opinions wore represented by M. 
do Goiilard on the one side, and by M. Jules 
Simon on tlio other. This contest was carried 
on with all possible publicity for Ihrco weeks, 
each of the rnini.st(>rs ])eing supported by certain 
journals, and the public waiting to see to which 
side the Government would incline.” 

The two ministers left the Cabinet together. 
But in what sense have they been replaced ? In 
the souse of M. Jules Simon; for M. Casimir 
Poirier, ]\f. Bcrcugov, and M. Waddington, repre- 
sent the opinions of M. Jules Simon, while they in 
no way represent those of M. de Goulard. There- 
fore the reconstituted Cabinet has less power to 
defend conservative doctrines against Radical in- 
vasion, than had the Cabinet of a week before. 
This was close reasoning ; yet might be accused of 
several inaccui’acios, and of one serious reservation. 
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That the last election had given tho victory to 
the Radical party was an undeniable fact ; but 
from this partial success to argue the near and 
probable advent to power of the Radical party, 
was an allegation without proof or likelihood. The 
wind blew then, as now, towards tho Republic, but 
that is not the same thing as radicalism, and W'o 
have seen at many epochs that in republican 
majorities it is not tho ultras wlio get tho upper 
hand. 

It ought to be clearly understood that when wo 
speak of the Radical party according to M. do 
Broglie, wo include iinder tliat title the impatient 
and imprudent Republicans, who take no account 
either of j)rcsent needs or of tl)o conditions in- 
dispensable to good order ; in .a word, tho advanced, 
the ultras. It is a vague word, bi'causo it charac- 
terizes a party which is disfinguislnsd from that 
of the moderate Ropxiblicans rather by its passions 
than by its doctrines. 

If M. do Broglie meant to i- -for to down- 
right Republicans, he would have called them 
Jacobins. If ho had meant those Republicans 
who modify property, or .who deny it, ho 
would have called them Socialists or Commu- 
nists. But he said “ The Radicals,” on purpose 
to avoid precision. It is a constant iiabit with 
his party to give to the Republicans the n.ame 

p f 2 
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of Radicals, and to represent Radicalism not as 
a political enemy, but as a social danger. 

When M. de Broglie spoke of two opposite 
policies in the Cabinet, he was right. It had been 
so ever since the Bordeaux days. M. de Larcy 
and M. Jules Simon, who were in the same cabi> 
not, had never belonged to the same party. The 
exceptional situation of the country, and the com- 
position of the Assembly itself, explained these 
anomalies, but did not remove their inconvenience. 
After the 24 th May, the same causes produced the 
same effects ; and it is airnising to remark that 
the same orator who made such a display of the 
disagroeinent of opinion between M. Jules Simon 
and M. de Goulard, had in his pocket a list of a 
CahiiUit, in which his own name occurred in com- 
])any with those of M. Magne and M. Ernoul. The 
antagonism pointed out by M. de Broglie, W'as 
none (he less real ; the three examples cited by 
him, the act with regard to the municipality of 
Lyons, the election of M. de Ri'anusat, and the 
s [leech of M. Jules Simon at the Sorbonne, were 
not the only jmoofs, but these three examples 
sufficed for the demonstration and were all three 
indisputable. M. Jules Simon contested in the 
Council the act regarding the municipality of 
L3'ons: he even believed that he had brought 
over the majority to his opinion ; and he has 
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always thought that M. de Qoulard had, in tho 
warmth of discussion, pledged the Cabinet beyond 
what was justified by the resolutions taken in 
common. He spoke bitterly of it in tho next 
day’s Council, and even went so far as to give in 
his resignation. It was the same thing with 
regard to the candidature of M. de Rijmusat. M. 
Jules Simon opposed that candidature, ho did not 
believe in its success. Far from thinking, with 
M. de Broglie, that its partisans gave it too pro- 
nounced a Republican character, he was of opinion 
that its supporters addressed themselves too much 
to tho reactionary, and not enough to tho Repub- 
lican party ; ho told his colleagues that by delay- 
ing the Lyons election, they lost M. do Remusat’s 
chance. Ho would not even bo present at a 
conflict of which bo disapproved and which he 
thought ill-managed. Ho spent tho election time 
in the South. 

As for his speech at the Sorbonne, it is very 
true that M. de Goulard bitterly '•eproachod him 
with it in the Council. For two days ho oven 
refused to publish tho text of it in tho Journal 
Officiely which gave occasion to the most unfounded 
suppositions. He gave way only at M. Thiers* 
command, and on the formal announcement of 
M. Jules Simon that if his speech was not published 
he would resign his portfolio. M. Jules Simon 
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moreover desired to be solely accountable for bis 
own words, and it was with his authorization, or 
rather at his request, that M. de Goulard and 
Dufaure made that declaration. 

M. do Broglio was therefore in the right upon 
those several points, or rather, he would have been 
in the right up to the 16 th May exclusive. But 
from that date M. J ules Simon and M. do Goulard, 
who understood better than any one that things 
could not go on in that manner, left the Cabinet 
together. M. Thiers had filled up their places 
with Republican ministers. The Cabinet was 
thoref(»ro very hoinogeiieous at the time of the 
debate, infiniloly more so, at any rate, than the 
reactionary Cabinets liave ever been. 

M. do Broglie, as though he were bent upon 
showiiigthat his ai*guinentwas no longer apjdicablc, 
insisted ou the Republican character of tho new 
Cabinet. It may even be said that he exaggerated 
it. lie was not (juite within tho tmth when ho 
asserted that MM. Oasimir P^rier, Berengor, and 
Waddington carried on the policy of M. Jules 
Simon, .and even carried it further than he did. 
M. Waddington belonged to the most moderate 
section of tho Left-Centre. M. Berenger had 
defended tho act on the Lyons mmiioipality 
as nmeh and better than M. de Goulard. 

These aru details of but slight importance. 
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That which might justly be brought against the 
Bight is that it would not admit, as it had so 
often done, that it was simply making war agaiust 
the Republic. If it had said through its spokes* 
man, “ We see that the Republic is consolidating 
itself under the Government of M. Thiers, and for 
that cause it is that wo overthrow it.,” it would 
havo spoken the truth at once, and would have 
given to the whole of M. do Broglie’s speech that 
strength which accompanies plain dealing. 

Yos, universal 8uffi*age was loading to tho 
Republic. Yes, the result of the duration of 
M. Thiers’ Govcniment was tho foundation and 
the sanction of the Repuldio. Yes, there were 
among tho ministry Republicans by conviction ; 
M. Jules Simon was far from being the only one ; 
ho was hardly even older in his adlK^rencu to tho 
Republic than M. Dufaure, who had not changed 
since 1848. Yes, M. Jules Simon and some few 
of his colleagues pressed for a reconciliation and 
good understanding with the other' sections of the 
Republican party, to the (ixclusion uf course of tho 
enemies of society and of liberty. And finally, 
M. Casimir Rcrier, M. Berengor, and M. Wad- 
dington were on the side of that conciliation 
towai’ds persons, without any concession of prin- 
ciples, which was M. Thiers’ wish also. Once more, 
if M. de Broglie had said, “ We want to overthrow 
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M. Thiers because we want to overthrow the 
Eopublic,” the situation would have been a nobler 
one for him and his, and better defined for all the 
world. But how is it possible to speak openly if 
you are speaking in the name of three irreconcilable 
enemies, who have nothing but a hatred in 
common ? 

M. Dufauro and M, Thiers made answer one 
after the other to M. do Broglie. M. Dufaure 
went through the speech point by point, but M. 
Thiers hardly alluded to it ; ho ascended the tribune 
in order to relate the history of his ownGovernment, 
to show tlio Assembly that it was encouraging 
moral disorder in Franco by its divisions, and 
that there was but one remedy left : the proclama- 
tion of the Republic, llis speech was surrounded 
with all the fonnalitios prescribed by the new act 
of the Thirty. A decision of the Council of 
Ministi'rs, transmitted to the Assembly, h^d first 
declared that it was not a Cabinet question, but a 
Government question that was under discussion. 
Then M. Thiers had given notice by a message 
that ho was intending to speak. No one could 
speak after him during the same sitting. It vexed 
the impatient spirits on the Right that they had 
to submit to the law which they themselves had 
made. They decided, and vdthout fitting respect 
for M. Thiers’ age, that he should be heard at nine 
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o’clock io the morning* In this way a second 
sitting might be held in the same day, and in 
the evening ilarshal MacMahori should be pro- 
claimed. 

** I am the chief culprit,” began M. Tliicrs, “ I 
come to confess it with the pride of a clear con- 
science and the candour of an honest citizen.” 

Ho did not conceal that there was some bit- 
terne.ss in his heai-t, but there should bo none 
upon his lips. They wore in a great hurry to 
snatch the power out of his hands, the very 
moment that the task of the liberation of the tcsrri- 
tory had bden accoinplisluHl. The liberat ion was 
obtained, the treaty signed, the appointed sums 
were ready ; there only remained to carry out the 
movement of I'litreat, wliich would last fives weeks. 
They might have W'aited five weeks boforo pro- 
nouncing the famous ” Tui n out, if you please ! " 
It would have been wiser and more i)atriotic. 

M. Thiers had been openly roproache<l with not 
having a homogeneous Cabinet . That must mean 
that they held it a crime that jlopublicans were 
in it. If he had been willing to govern by members 
of the Right, and according to the ideas of the 
Bight, it is clear that the Right would not have 
overthrown him. All parties liad offered to 
defend him at the same price ; but neither the 
situation of France, nor that of the Assembly, 
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would admit of his making a party Govemmont, 
which would immediately have become a Govern- 
ment of civil war. This it was which in 1871 had 
made the Pact of Bordeaux necessary. Was the 
state of things at all changed ? Had the parties 
laid down their arms ? “ You will look at us and 
judge us, you have a right to do so ; but it is your 
duty to look at yourselves, and recognize in 
what an unexampled condition of discord you are. 
here. 

“ In this Assembly, as in all others, there is a 
Right and a Left; but the two parties are in 
almost CMiual luirabers on either sid8, they are 
separated by irreconcilable differences, and they 
themselves are troubled by profound divisions: 
two Republics hei’c, iind there three Monarchies. 

“ V()u cannot deny your luimerical equality on 
th'o 2 ith IMay, for on the 2-lrd you counted your- 
selves over twice, once for M. de Larcy and once 
for M. Martel, d04 against d08, 323 against 330 ; 
this is the strength of the two armies. This 
comparison gives the advantage by a few votes to 
the Monarchists in the Assembly, but in the 
country the Republicans have it. If you would 
deny this, you must neither read the papers nor 
have the power of uudcrstatiding the voice of 
the public ; you must forgot all those successive 
elections which have so roused the ire of the 
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Monarchists, because they tell against them. 
Even if the Monarchists had numbers on their 
side, which is not the case, they could found 
notliing, because they cannot unite together. The 
first of the three Monarchies which should attempt 
to establish itself, would forthwith have to cope 
with the other two, leaving the Re})ublicans, who 
are alone enough to crush it, out of the question. 
The Right can only attain to power by an equivo- 
cation ; it can only govern through an ('quivo- 
cation. It is condemned to bo provisional, and 
its rule would condemn the country to a ])ro- 
visional staffe, that is to say, to ruin, both material 
and moral. 

“ There is a ditForemee bctwe(m yc!sl('rd.ay and 
to-day. Yesterday, that is to say, at Jiordt'au.x, 
neither a Monarchy nor tlui Rojuiblic could be 
formed, because material disord«'r IumI to be re- 
paired, and matenal and organic ('hunents of life 
restored to France. To-day, thanks to the Govern- 
ment, which has overcome anarchy, re-formed the 
Administration, the army, and tins finances, and 
liberated the territory, a definitive Republic may 
bo formed. A Monarchy there cantiot bo, because 
there are three claimants anil but one throne.” 

In accepting office at Boixleaux, A1. Thiers had 
undertaken a double task, a task of present urgency 
and a task for the future. 
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“ What was the situation ? I will recall it in 
two words, not to lay claim to gratitude, — t know 
what men are, and it is not that which I ask of 
them, — ^but to obtain justice, — justice, but not for 
myself j at my age all I require is an honoured 
meruory, and that I hope to leave behind me. 
(Yes I yes I) 

“ No, I have no fear for my memory, for I have 
no intention of appealing to party tribunals ; before 
them I am found wanting, but I am not found 
wanting at the tribunal of history, and I deserve 
to appear before it. (Apjilnxse from the Left.) 

“ Tjet me recall the facts : 400,000 rften occupied 
the north of France as far as the Loire ; of two 
hostile armies, the one menaced Hordcaux, the 
other Lyons. As for our own troops, some, after 
a most creditable effort, had been forced into 
Switzerland, others wore in the fortresses of the 
North, the others beyond the Loire. Means of 
resistance there were none. Passion led some of 
you to think that there were, but passion led you 
astray: there were none; I saw it ! And when I, 
for my part, said to myself that peace must bo 
made, I had a profound conviction that to con- 
tinue tlio war would be an act of madness. 

“ Our finances consisted only in the resources 
of the Bank of France. The taxes no longer 
came into the Treasury ; they remained in the 
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provinces. As to credit, wo had only that which 
under such circumstances was possible. 

“ But for the Bank, which gave credit to the 
future of France, — not, I strongly to its 

present— we could not have existed^ 

“ Everywhere there was disordcsr, anarchy. . . . 
Is this an exaggerated picture ?” 

That which seemed almost an impossibility in 
1871 , has been done. The insurrection of Paris, 
tho anarchy of France, have been conquered. 
Material order is established everywhere. Tho 
collection of tho taxes is progressing, in spile of 
overwhelming burdens. Tho admiiustration is as 
regular and as much respected as ever it was. 
Labour has recovered itself, commerce is bringing 
in profits. For our loans we were offered forty- 
three milliards. Tho p.aynu'nts have been made 
not only with facility, but in auticipation. While 
elsewhere finance is in difficulties and crises 
abound, wo who have had to pay such enormous 
sums, astonish Europe by the i)unctuality of our 
payments. Wo have already par ' four milliards. 
We are ready for the remainder. 

We are asked, ironically, whether wo have 
allies. We cannot have allies nowadays, owing 
to the insensate policy of the Empire, which has 
shattered what was once called the balance of 
power in Europe. 
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“The esteem which we inspire, that is the 
true alliance. I venture to say, that France, by 
displayin'^ such great vitality, has almost recovered 
from the blow which defeat had inflicted on her 
prestige. People believe in France, seeing the 
conduct of her Government, which has only one 
merit, but a substantial one : it is that of sequence 
in its plana and consiakmey in its conduct. 

“ The truest alliance,” added M. Thiers, “ is 
that which lies in the esteem with which wo in- 
spire Europe, and oui’ successors will find the 
])roof of it in I'ccords which I cannot lay before 
you hero.” 

Thus, by a wise policy of concilhition, the 
Governmont had produc<>d those unhoped-for re- 
sults, which a party policy, a policy of combat, 
could neviT have o])tained. 

“The task, which was urgent, has been ful- 
filled. Wo have now to face the future. Re- 
organization achieved, there I’omains constitution. 
'I’ho Gov(’rn merit, having saved tho country, has 
put the Chamber in a position to give itself a 
constitution. It is this fact which the Govem- 
nieut now declares to the (^Ihamber, ^varning it 
that now, when a constitution has become pos- 
sible, it is urgent ; and at the same time, as the 
boundeu duty of tho Government, it t-ells the 
Chamber iu what sense that constitution ought 
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to be framed. This is the moment selected 
for the condemnation and overthrow of the 
Government. The Government is reproached 
with not being sufficiently conservative. That is 
a subterfuge 1 The Government is as conserva- 
tive, and more so, than any of the parties, and 
they know it well enough. They arc upsetting it 
because it desires to form the Bopublic. That is 
what they should have the courage and Ihc good 
faith to say. And those who Avould pi’cvent the 
foundation of the Republic cannot found the 
Monarchy ! and they know it 1 All they can do, 
and they can do nothing more, is to keep Franco 
indefinitely in a provisional condilion. And this 
ambiguity, this policy of negation, is what, by a 
bold abu.se of language, they call a resolutely 
con.servativo policy.” 

And now, not being able to establish a Govern- 
ment, because they are ho]u*lessly divided, nor to 
govern the country because the country is agtiiiist 
them, what are they going to {'stablish ? A dic- 
tatorship. The dictatorship u.’ the inca]}ablo. 
“ Bo warnetl,” cried M. Thiers, ” be warned ! It 
was the dictatorship of great men that mined 
you ; that of little men will only ruin you the 
more thoroughly, and with less glory ! ” 

How can a country go on living on expedients, 
and in a provisional state r It is wonderful that 
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we have been able to exist thus for nearly three 
years. France gave credit to the (^vemment, 
because of the difficulties it had to meet, and the 
great duties it had to fulfil, but now France is 
bent xipon having a definite and respected Go» 
vernment. Now that Franco has recovered the 
organs of life, she intends to live, she is weary 
of the pretensions and intrigues of these three 
Governments in expectancy, each of which only 
awaits the moment to deceive the others, and 
crush tlie Govornmont in w/>, which gives her 
the security of order, and which alone has any 
clunict! of lasting. The government that France 
wants must bo one whose authority cannot bo 
questioned, and whose ])rinciplo.s are not sub- 
jected to daily-recurring attacks; one against 
w'hich it shall not be ])ei‘mitted to preach overt 
disobedience and treason. 

M. Thiers did not come into the midst of the 
Assembly at this supreme moment to prove that 
ho had boon faithful to his duty. France saved, 
rtHJonstitiited, liberated, w'as his sponsor; ho did 
not cotne to vindicate his claim to be regarded as 
a conservative : no citizen in France, no sovereign 
in Europe has laboured, in sea.<)on and out of 
season, or more successfully, for the re-establish- 
ment of order ; ho did not come as a suppliant 
.beca\iso one of his ministers had said at a learned 
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meeting, that France owes the liberation of its 
territoiy to M. Thiers, and to him alone; that 
was a crime expiated by the resignation of the 
minister; finally, ho has not come to justify 
himself for having lot M. do Goulard go ; if oven 
M. de Goulard had givator devotion, greater 
patriotism, greater administrative capacity, a finer 
political instinct, than M. (^isiinir Perier, his* 
successor; it is not for events of that magnitude 
that revolutions ai'o n\ade. The Right is jdt^nsed 
to expatiate upon these ministers in order to 
mask the real point of the debate. Such quibbling 
does not suit M. Thi<'i*.s, 

The question is this : to found or not to found 
the Republic. There it is, that is the matter 
which occupies every eon.science. .It is llio cry 
of France from end to tmil. A plirasi; ofM. tlules 
Simon’s indeed! is tluii the tpjestion? Or M. do 
Goulard’s hand, which ho wants u.s to feel, or the 
opinions of M. Harodot? Wha.t df»es it, matter 
whether M. Thiers is or is not a. cons(irvative in 
the same sense as M. do Gavart N;, in th(^ same 
sense as M. de Lorgtjril, or in the same senw* as 
M. du Temple. M. 'Thiers tramph'S all that 
underfoot. Let all these 1 rifling trtpics, t,lif‘se 
“ chinoiseries ” of debaf<‘ bo put aside for leisure 
hours. To-day the question i.s to make or not 
to make the Republic. M. Thiork said to the 

VOL. II. 0 g 
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Assembly : “ We have reorganized and delivered 
France, that was our first task; it is done. 
Now, we want a fixed Government, we propose 
to you to make it, at once ; and Ave add, it must 
1)0 Hopublican, it cannot bo anything but Repub- 
lican. Will you found the Republic? Here we 
arc to found it Avith you. Do you wish to pro- 
long the period of doubt and he.sil ation, to the ill 
and peril of Franco ? Tlion ov'erturn us. There 
is nothing else to A'oto.” Such in brief Avas this 
gi'oat spoc'ch, or rather this great act. 

As ho Avua about to Iomam' the tribune M. Thiers 
reuiernbei'ed M. do llroglie. 

“Wo were tohl ye.sterday, Avilh a ])ity which 
touched ino deeply, that our fate Avas the sub- 
ject of much concern, foi* tliat Ave Avere about 
to become ; and of whom? of the Raili- 

cals. For me, an unfortunate end AA'as predicted. 
I have faced it more than once in doing my 
duty : nor am I sure I may not liaA'O to face it 
again. 

“ And tht'u we were told that an unfortunate 
end is a bad thing, but that there is something 
worse, and that is an end Avhich is ritbculous as 
atoII. 

“ I must be allowed to think that vei^ severe. 
A man Avho had served his country all his life, 
who thrmiglrout the most difficult times had 
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sacrificed his popularity to truth, who had ren- 
dered services such as I do not pretend to have 
rendered ; such a man might treat men like those 
who sit on these (//<«■ tnini sir rial) benches with 
pity of this kind. 

“ I thank the speaker for his compassionate 
sentiments {latujhirr on the J^ej'l). I ask his leave 
to reciprocate them, and to t»'ll him that I too 
pity him. lie will no more get a majority than 
we shall ; but he too w'ill become a. prolitje, and 
shall I tell him of whom ‘r . . . of a protector 
w^hom the foi*mer Due d(? llroglie would have 
repelled with horror : he will be tlu' jirotef/e of 
the Empire ! ” 

The sitting was adjourned after this speech 
according to th(' terms of the law of the Thirty, 
which forbade an answer to the l*resident of t.he 
Republic during the same sitting. It was now 
nearly noon, and it' was d(‘ci<led that the next 
sitting should take place at two o’clock. M. 
Casimir Verier ascended lh(‘ tribe m* at two, and 
roiid a very moderaU- and tirm sp. ech, rather in 
tho nature of a progrjtmme than of a. disems- 
sion. 

“It is in order to oppose' Ibidicalisrn that wc 
wish for the Republic, a tid that we appeal to all 
who, without distinction of party, make tin? 
abatement of political {wtssions and the welfare 

g - 
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of the public their first object, a matter of the 
most urgent necessity. 

“ Wo ask them in the midst of so many dif- 
ferent conipfstitors, to give us that strength which 
wo need to control the enemies of peaceable and 
regular order. 

“ We ask fora Government which has the right 
to call itself by its name, in order that it may be 
able to say whither it is going, and that it may 
be followed.” 

M. Ernoul pro])Osed the order of the day in 
th(!SO terms : — 

“ The Xutioiial Assi-mbly ; 

“ Ooiisidei-iiig that tlu! form of the Government 
s not under discussion; 

“ That the constitutional laws have been laid 
before the Assendtiy by its own decree', and that 
the Assembly is thcrcfoi'e bound to discuss 
them ; 

“ But that at the present time, it is important 
to reassure the country . . . {iroHiritl chtem from 
tlir Lrft) . . . but that at the present time it is 
important to reassure the country, by making 
a resolnb.'ly conservative ]>olicy ]>revail in the 
Government {intrrrofitiontf front the Left); 

“ Regrets that the recent ministerial changes 
have not given conservative interests the satisfac- 
tiotj which they had a right to expect . . . (fond 
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exclanuUiom from the Left ; cheers on the Iti^ghty 
answered hy ironical counter-cheers on the Left)^ 
and passes to the order of tho day." 

Of the 320, forty-three, almost all of whom 
were Legitimists, had signed this motion to 
pass to the order of the day. M. do Ilroglio 
figured second on the li.st. There were five 
or six Orleanisls, and oidy two JJonapartists. 
M. Target immediately ascended tho tribune, and 
read the following declaitition : — 

“ While associating oui’stdvos with tho motion 
for tho order of the day, in order to specify tho 
pur{)oso and intonlion of onr vote, we declare 
ourselves resolved to accept the Republican solu- 
tion, as contained in tho coih'ction of constitu- 
tional hiAvs which have l)een bx'ouglit forward by 
the Goveiminent, and to [)ut an end to a state of 
nncertainly which endangers tho material in- 
terests of the country. We intend, by a<loj)ting 
M. Ernoul’s ordir of tlu* day, to express our 
opinion that the (jovernment of 'ho President of 
tho Republic should in future a»iopt a distinct 
and strongly conservative policy.” {Lavyhitc on 
the Left, and cheers on the JiltjhI.) 

M. Schuilcher. — “ Wo demand the names of the 
signatories of thi.s declaration.” 

M. BvJ'ef, the rresithnl. — “The signatories 
are: MM. Target, Paul Cottin, Pretavoine, Balsun, 
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Matliicu Bodet, Lef^bure, Caillaux, Eagdne Tal- 
lon, Louis Passy, Albert Dehicour, Tjeon Vingtain, 
D(!sc‘illigny, Dufoumcl, Daguilhon, Martell (Cha- 
reiib*).” Fifteen names. 

Tliese fifteen representatives called themselves 
Republicans. They talked of the Government of 
the President of the Republic in terms which 
might lead one to believe that this President 
conlimied to be M. 1’hiers. They declared them- 
selves resolv(><l to associate themselves with the 
most significant acts ofM. Thiers’ Government; 
that is to say, with the passing of the consti- 
tutional laws. Finally, they agreed with the 
Government, that thepri'sent state of uncertainty 
must come to an en<l. 

But, in advising j\l. Thiers in future to adoj)t 
a distinct and strongly conservative policy, they 
accused him of being w'anting in distinctness and 
of not bi'ing suflieiently conservative. In consent- 
ing to this vole, the object and result of which 
were not and could not be ignored by any one, 
they preventc'd the establishment of a definitive 
form of Government ; they prevented the pro- 
clamation of the Rt'public; tiny overthrew M. 
'J'hiers; and they gave birth to a Government 
formed, against the Republic ami Republicans, 
by a coalition of Lt'gitimists, Orleanists, and 
Bonaj>artists. 
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The order of fcho day pure and simple was 
moved, with an amondmont which weakened its 
effect. 

M. Dufaure declared that ho opposed the 
amendment, but that ho was in favour of the 
order of the day. 

On beinj? put to the vote it was rejected by 
002 against 048. 

M. Broet and M. Lofi^vre-Ponialis then pro- 
posed the following wording : — 

“The National Assiaubly, having confidence in 
the dechirations of the Government, and having 
x'cason to expect a thoroughly conservative policy 
from it, passes to the order of the day.” 

But why this attempt ? 

Sonui mi'inhers of the Left-Genlro approved, 
some members of the Jtight wei-e indignant at it. 
Approval and indignation were alike w'asUxl. 
The (lovernmont had just bemi dt'fealxd on the 
question of tlu' order of the day, by tln5 fifteen 
votes. It could not honourablv, or with utility 
to the public service, avail itself of an amendment 
which was a compromise. The vote was taken on 
M. Ernours motion. Al. Banignon askt'rl for a 
8(!cret ballot, but imme<liately withtlrow his de- 
mand. It was ])rojJO.->< d to vote !it tin; tribune. 
Upon this proposition, after two doubtful attempts, 
342 voted for the vote at the tribune and 300 
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against. Finally, the voting on M. Emoul’s order 
of tlio day was 360 ayes^ 344 noeSy majority 16. 
Thus ended M. Thiers’ Government in Par- 
liament. In the country it was a different 
matter. 

M. Baragnon thought fit to greet the vote 
with noisy exultation. Hardly had the result of 
tlio voting been declared than he ascended the 
tribune. 

“ I have just had the honour of appi'oaching 
the bench of the Ministers, and asking them if 
they had any comiaunication to make to tho 
Assembly. 

“ Tlie language' held by tho Government 
throiigliout tho course of (his debate led mo to 
suppose' that it had soitiething to tell ns. 

“ 'I’lie J\liuisters have n'lnained silent. 

“ 'riie sovereign interest of the country demands 
that tho tiovernmont should speak <{uickly. 

“The Government has ])laced itself, by its own 
language, under obligation to deelanj, and to 
•leclaro at once, whether it remains or ceases 
to be.” 

Why M. Barappion took this course we cannot 
tell; certainly no one could suppose that M. 
I’hiers would have any idea of remaining in power 
until the next tlay. 

This summons to resign on (he spot was quite 
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to the taste of the Riglit, who greeted it with 
prolonged applause. M. Baragnon proposed a 
third sitting at eight o’clock that evening. 

Jlf, Horace de Chohenl. — “ Does the Government 
ask for this sitting ? Has it any communications 
to make ? ” 

M. Jfujjcf, the Peexhteut. — “ None of the Mini- 
sters have asked to sjKjak ; 1 can therefore only 
consult the Assembly on the proposition which 
is made ; it is for it to de< ermine.” 

A Mi-iiiber. — “ Wliat is on llio ortlors of the 
day for this sitting?” 

H. lie Rexxi'ijuier. — “ The welfare of the 
country.” 

M. Emmanuel Arago ascended the tribune for 
the purpose of .stating .speeitically tliat the 
sitting would be without, any ordi'r of the 
il.'iy, and consivpiently with the sole object of 
summoning M. Thier.s to t<*ii(]er his resignation 
and make way for hi.s successor OJi the spot. 
They all knew there was not l!" slight(‘.st doubt 
that he was going to do this, I nit not .s.atis(ied 
with that, they had the good tasto to constrain 
him. 

At eight o’clock, therefore, according to M. 
Baragnon’s motion, the third sitting was held, 
M. Thiers’ resignation w'a.s in the folio wit ig 
terms; — 
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“ Versailles, May 24th, 1873. 

“ M. lo Pn'sident, 

“ I Iiavc the honour to place my resignation 
of the office of President of the Ttepublic, which it 
conferred upon me, befort} the National Assembly. 

“It is unnecessary for mo to add, that the 
Government will continue to fulfil its duties until 
it shall be regularly replaced. 

“ Receive the assurance of iny high consideration, 

“ A. Tjiieks, 

“ Mrnihrr of the Notional At^smihly.** 

The signature had hardly be(Mi read when 
General (Jhangavnier asked leave to speak, in 
order to propose the immediate' election of the 
new Presid('ut. ^1. HiilTet announced that he 
would ennsnit the Avishe.s of the Assembly. 
“ lint,” said General Rillot, “it would be proper 
lo inform the Kei'[)er of tin; Seals of the Message 
i»f the Prosuleut of the Ib'public, announcing his 
rosignatiou,” 

M. Iluffet, although a great formalist, had not 
thought of this. 

M, itilf't . — “ I accept your suggestion.” 

M. h' Gvnonil llillot . — “ And the Assembly has 
not yet agri'od upon the acce])tauco of this resigna- 
tion.” 

M. tiuitet was not sure that it was necessary 
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to take so much trouble. M. Foubort had already 
reminded them that resignation is not definite until 
it has been acccjitod. Upon that, M. Buffet had 
threatened him with a call to order ; but objec- 
tions being rais(‘«l on all sides, the President 
saw that M. Tliiers’ resignation would not l>o 
allowed thus to pass as an ineidc'ut (d no import- 
ance. He allowed M. Foulx'rt to spt'ak, who 
oveiTuling the cries and tumults of the Right, 
said in a few words what the Republicans thought 
of M. Thiers, what history will say of him. A 
formal motion was ])r()posod in those terms : — 

“ The undersigned propose that the Assembly 
do not accept M. Thiers’ resignation.” 

The Ijcft insisted on the motion being put to 
the vote. A Bonapartist asked a question, — 
“Does the flovernment accept tliis vote?” 

To this no reply was made. 

The authors of the jtroposal had not even 
spoken of it to the fiovernnnsnt ; tiujy kn('W, they 
did not doubt, that they would ' •> defeat'd ; tliey 
also knew that even if they canh d their motion, 
M. Thiers would mwertheless pcr.sist in his reso- 
lution. They only wi.''he«l,.aH M. (Jeorgo said, to 
impose a little sense of decency on tin* Assembly, 
and to make it tborougldy responsible for its 
actions. Three hundred and ihirty-onc members 
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voted for the refusal to accept the resignation, 
362 for its acceptance. 

M. Buffet then bethought himself of an address 
of condolence to the resigning President. The 
nuinncr in which the majority had long treated 
M. Thiers, the coalition that had been formed 
against him during the last prorogation, a coali- 
tion of which M. Biiflet and M. do Broglie had 
be(‘u the soul, the reception which had been 
given th(j day before to M. Dufaure, and that 
morning to M. Thiers, M. Baragnon’s summons 
to tho Ministry at the commencement of the 
sitting in tho tribune that evening, tho preci- 
pitancy with which they had wished to proceed 
to the election of another President, the remem- 
brance of the immi'iise services which M. Thici’S 
had rendered, and the iiumcnse ingratitude with 
which they had been repaid, anxiety with regard to 
the perils into wdiich monarchic ambition might 
pliuigc Franco, caused the Left to object very 
strongly to 1\I. Buffet’s strange suggestion. 
Never was there a more spontaneous and unani- 
mous movemont. At the first words that he 
attempted to speak, tho whole Left rose with 
tho c\ndent intention of silencing him. He 
could not speak, he could only protest. “ The 
otficial report,” he said, “ shall insert my protests 
'iigainst the violence of the minority.” Tho 
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minority attached as much importance to this 
statement as did M. Buffet. The minority did 
not hinder the fulfilment of his duties as 
President. It only raised an obstacle, an in- 
superable obstacle no doubt, to a speech which 
it regarded as a scandal. 

A few members of tlu» Left, proposed that the 
proposition of General CbangarnifT should bo 
remitted to the bureau. Tliis might., perhaps, 
have been nccoi’ding to rule ; but it did not. 
signify. The fact Avas that Marslnal Mae.Mahon 
had been elected long ago in prHo ; ho was 
elected officially at ten o’clock that night. Out 
of 721 members pre.s(>nt at llm sitting, only 1191 
voted, and Mar.shal MacMahon had d90 votes. 
The bureau iinniediately proceedeil to his resi- 
dence, to comniunicate the luavs, which was 
not calculated to take him by snrjirise. Another 
half-hour and the sanic bureau ivtuniod with an 
(?(pially foreseen assent on the part of the 
l^larshal. 

The “ 2 ith Jday ” liad come t>. an end. 

The election of Mav'.jhal MacMahon was not a 
conclusion ; it. was ijiiite t ho contrary. It. was the 
indefinite po-stpouement orthe concbi.sion ; some- 
thing in the nature of the remnval of the Pact of 
Bordeaux, but this time witli a definite date and 
a private understanding against the Rf^public. 
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After a very short time the date seemed too near. 
Then came the ten years’ proposal, afterwards re- 
stricted by agreement to seven. Wo should have 
for seven years “ the Government of the Marshal.” 
In seven years we should see what was to bo 
done with PVanco. We should cure her in seven 
years of the fancy she had taken for the Re- 
])ub]ic, and set her on the road to Monarchy. 
Which of the monarchies was not specified, 
and for a very goftd rt'aaon, each promised him- 
self tliat it should bo his own. 

M. Olan'tie, in his brilliant Hlxioirc dr la Uavo- 
l tit loll ill’ 1870, has taken care to give some 
samples of th<' ])olcmics of ctu-tain reactionary 
journals at this epoch. They throw no light 
OJi i\l. Thiers ami his ministers; but they do 
throw a goo<l deal upon tlu'ir compierors. 
Wo shall borrow two <iuotat.ioiis from his 
list. 

This is from the Palrh - : — 

“ This morning c«'rtain concic'rges, who had 
sto])ped up tlu» gratings of their cellars since the 
(k)mmuno, began t«» open them. One of them, 
.somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Rue 
Taitbout and the Hue du Holder, was cheerily 
engaged at this work, with a huge hammer, when 
a passer-by asked him, — 

“ ‘ What arc you doing there ? ’ 
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** ‘ Well, I am unstopping all this ; wo have no 
longer any fear of being burnt out ! ’ ” 

The other instance is an extract from the 
Unirerit : — 

“ The future, we hope, will be worthy of this 
commencement. And since the public prayers 
which ■\vei*e offered up on the 21st have bvcmght 
about this first result on the very day of our Liuly 
of Succour, there is nothing to })rovent our 
hoping that St. Grigory Vll., whose fete wo 
celebrate to-day, and the. pilgi-imagi'S whiiih have 
just recommenced, will gain for us t hose final solu- 
tions which, raising Franco and the church, from 
their common calamities, will associate them in the 
victory gained in common over the lli'volulion.” 

“ This Uarodef, as hairy as a sipiiiTel, will have 
been a inany-edged tool.” 

One journal acenso.s the “ sinister old man ” 
of Imving been about to m;jke a (knjp d’Rtat. 
“ The w'arrants were sigiieti ; about eighty arrests 
in the ])olitical and Jouruidistie world would 
have been made in the night b-'weeti iS:iturday 
and Sunday.” Never was there such an ex- 
hibition of hatred, and siich an amlacious and 
ob.stinate det(!rmination to disregard trnt h. 

On the morning of file 2-'»tli, the whole of the 
Left w'eiit in a body to tbi' Prefecture, where M. 
Thiers still remained. All rei)ublicau Versailles 
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. hastened thithgr. M. Rameau came at the head 
of the Municipal Council. He said to M. Thiers, 
“Whatever turn political events may take, the 
inhabitants of Versailles will never forget the 
groat citizen whom they call the liberator and re- 
organizer of the country.” 

The late President hastened to leave for Paris. 
Franco did not show herself ungrateful. Ad- 
dresses, deputations, presents of objects of art, and 
wreaths came from all parts. There was quite a 
rivalry between the towns, as to which should 
express its gratitude most warmly. All Europe 
manifested sympathy with this exhibition of 
naiional enthusiasm. Japan, and Xorth and South 
America, sent their ri'prc'scnt.'vtivos. Never had 
the Elysec, no matter whom its iiirnati', beheld 
such an apotheosis as awaited M. Thiers in 
the modest dwelling to wdiich ho retired. It 
was not only the liberator wlio was thus 
saluted, it was also the statesman, who, by a 
rational adherence to the Republican form of 
Govennnent, had savc'd Europe from a general 
conflagration, and France from civil war. M. 
Thiers’ triumph was the triumph of the Republic. 
It went on increasing from year to year. The 
first, time that he, as deputy, returned to the 
Chamber (it was on the 27th May, three days only 

„ after his fall), all the members of the Left received 
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liim standing, witb enthusiastic shouts, and pro- 
longed and repeated cheering. The Right looked * 
on with ill-concealed anger. The same scone was 
repeated four yeai's afterwards, when M. do Fonr- 
tou, then a member of the Ministry of the IGth 
May, after having 1)elonged to that of !M. Thiers, 
conceived the unfortunate idea of applying the 
title of Liber.dor of the Territory to another. Ono 
^ry aixjso from all lips. “ Then', there is the 
Liberator!” The Left turned towards M. Thiers, 
while the building rang with their cheers. When 
M. Thiers left France, he mot with the same 
enthusiastic reception. At Florence and Geneva, 
he might have thought himself in Paris, lie was 
no longer the IVcsident of the Republic, but ho 
was its chief. 
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VI. 

If the deputies and political men were not sur- 
prised at the gi’oat event of the 24 th May, France 
was. The storm seemed to have burst in a clear 
sky. People thought they were f)eacefully pro- 
gressing towards the liberation of the territory, 
and the conservative llcpublic, when they woke 
up oiie morning to find themselves face to face 
with a Ministry of Combat. 

It was to be feared that the Republicans, who 
had received M. Thiers’ declarations with so much 
joy, and who, when they thought themselves on 
the eve of the final establishment of the Republic, 
now saw their hopes suddenly dashed to the 
ground, and themselves as it were in the hands 
of their enemies, might attempt resistance. The 
Assembly, although it had committed a grave 
fault, liad not broken the letter of any law, it 
had legality and might on its side; the least 
disorder would have been repressed by violence, 
and would have dealt a terrible blow to the 
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BepubEcan party, which at this moment of di£B.« 
culty, had more need of wisdom than over. An 
address to the people, signed by 126 deputies 
of the Left, among whom were Messrs. Peyrat, 
Qambetta, Louis Blanc, Edgar Quinet, and Pelle- 
tan, was written and signed on the benches of the 
Assembly, on the evening of the 24th. It ran 
thus : — 

Citizens, 

“ In the position in which Franco is placed by 
the present political crisis, it is of the utmost im- 
portance that order should not bo disturbed. 

We entreat you to avoid everything that could 
have a tendency to increase the public excite- 
ment. 

“Never was the calmness of strength more 
necessary. Remain quiet. The safety of Franco 
and of the Republic is at stake.” 

From that time forth, w’henever the Assembly 
or the Ministry, or the various representatives 
of the fallen Governments, or the leaders of 
the clerical faction, committi Ts acts or pro- 
nounced or wrote words which nnght bo looked 
upon as a provocation to the Itepublican party, 
these same voices uttered the same counsels of 
moderation, abstinence, and prudence. Whenever 
M. Thiers, M. Gambetta, or M. Jules Simon had 
occasion to reply to addresses or to speak at 

H h 2 
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public meetiugs, they never failed to repeat the 
same language ; and its utterances are also to be 
found in the collective declarations published at 
different times by the Republican groups in the 
National Assembly, in the Senate, and in the 
Chamber of Deputies. 

The newspapers of the party, both in Paris 
and in the provinces, published the proclamation 
of the 24th May, and gave it their adhesion. 
A unanimous resolution to win by calmness, 
patience, order, and disci])line, laid hold of all 
minds. To this (juiet and discipline are due all 
the votes gained in Parliament for the Republic, 
as well as the striking electoi'al successes of the 
last few years. Ever since the 24th May, 1873, 
the RepublicaT) party has presented this great 
spectacle. It was unmoved on that day, to the 
great surprise and deep regret of its enemies, 
even as it was on the IGth May, 1877. It has at 
last learned the way to conquer, and it employs 
it. During the 20 th Alay, the consternation in 
Paris was great, but there was neither secret 
meeting, nor gathering in the streets, nor cry 
rai.sed, nor newspaper article that overstepped the 
measure of a reasonable and thoughtful condem- 
nation. The champions of order could only 
<lisplay their zeal in the tribune. They uttered 
fine phrases about social danger*^ without being 
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able to indicate the least fact from one end of 
France to the other wliich could be made to 
serve as a pretext. By this conduct the Repub- 
licans not only deprived their enemies of all incen- 
tive, but by proviupf in the most decided manner 
that the transmission of the Presidency was taking 
place without any catastrophe, and without the 
least excitement, even though it was being carried 
out against the strongly manifested will of the 
country, they demonstrated the nullity of the only 
argument to which the defenders of hwoditary 
Monarchy can appeal with any appearance of 
reason. France had given the same proofs of 
good sense, and the Republicans had shown the 
same moderation in 1 848, when power passed out 
of the honest hands of Gen(>ral (■avaignac into 
those of Prince Louis Nai)oleon, iinj)aticnt oven 
then to grasp the sc('ptre. 

Wo have still to sketch in outline the part 
played by the majority which had triumphed on 
the 24th May. It would almost suffice for that 
purpose to say that it )X‘rsfVi -ingly opposed 
the Kepublicaus and the Republic. This is its 
chief characteristic. Still there are other sides 
to its history, and wo must be just towards 
that majoiity which has so seldom been just to 
others. 

It was animated by a strong feeling of patriot- 
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ism. It voted for peace : and this has been 
charged against it as a crime. Never was there 
a more unjust charge. It did but submit with 
mingled patriotism and despair to an unavoid- 
able necessity. On the right, on the left, there 
was not one who would not have preferred 
war >vith all its horrors to the miserable peace 
which wo were about to conclude. Not only at 
the time of the ratification of the preliminaries, 
but during the period of the negotiations and of 
the occupation, patriotism burned high on all the 
benches of the Chamber, ready for any effort; any 
sacrifice. It is in»portant that this point should 
bo set beyond the reach of all our contests, and 
apart from all party quarrels, "VVe do not say, 
and we do not think, that those who voted for 
|)eaco showed more true courage than those who 
abstained or voted against it. No, each one voted 
with equal honesty according to his views. There 
were none hut patriots in the National Assembly 
of 1871. 

The Assembly may also be praised for the 
unshaken firmness with which it maintained the 
anihprity of the law and of the fundamental 
principles of society in its conflict with the Paris 
Coiunmne. It was provoking and jiitilcss ; these 
are in our eyes very great faults. Civil war was 
in itself so lamentable a thing, it might have such 
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smous results for the country, that the merest 
prudence should have dictated the avoidance of 
anything which could foment it, and draw partisans 
to its side. It was also an exaggeration to treat 
all the insurgents as criminals. It would have been 
more humane, more politic, and more truly just to 
pardon those who had been constrained or led 
away, and to reserve the severities of the law for 
the chiefs, the ringleaders, and those who had 
committed crimes and ofFoncos against public 
rights. But with these exceptions, and they aro 
grave ones, it is no less true that it was a cou* 
rageous thing to uphold the right, as the majority 
did, with inflexible dignity and ])eracvorance, in a 
situation full of danger, with solieiiaiions and 
menaces pouring in upon it f j’oin every side. The 
conduct of the Left showed gi’eater good sense, 
for it never wavered, and it abstained from pro- 
vocation and from veng<*anee. But in the distri- 
bution of praise and blame, the llight deserves 
to be praised as well as the Left, for its attach- 
ment to the cause of right, and f r its unflinching 
courage. 

It might also have been praised for its liberal 
ideas, which were earned to, a considerable length, 
especially at first, if it had not made an excep- 
tion with regard to the press laws, and if after 
the 24th May it had persevered in demanding 
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the municipal franchises and patting them m 
operation. 

While M. Thiers was in power, the majority 
wanted to have the nomination of the Councillors 
of State ; it wanted to nominate a part of the 
members of the Council of Public Instiniction ; it 
wanted to place the prefects under the superin- 
temlonce of the Departmental Commissions ; it 
wanted mayors elected by municipal councils ; it 
loudly demanded the most widely extended minis- 
terial responsibility; it could not show indigna- 
tion enough against official candidatures. Later, 
it approvt'd practices by no means in accordance 
with these fine theories, and the licence which 
it took or allowed to be taken with the Parlia- 
mentary rnjiuu' robbed its former liberalism of all 
ini|tortance. 

There .seems moi'o reason for giving it ci*edit 
for certain laws in favour of the disinherited, and 
the weak: the law upon the labour of children, 
which was seriously <liscussed by competent men, 
and with regaril to which it may be said that it 
occupied the attention of the Chamber for several 
}'('ars; the law for the repression of drunkenness, 
the law on the administrative committees of 
lamcvolcnt establishnionts, «fcc. The enactments 
of eui’r('nt policy, the budgets, the imposition of 
taxe.s, tilled up so gi’eat a number of the sittings. 
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Hiat a less hardworking Obamber would have leffc 
such laws for example as the regulation of 
factory children’s labour, to drag on indefinitely 
in bureaux and select committees. But this 
Chamber was anxious to do good if it could ; it 
did not spare itself, as those wlio saw it at work 
will readily bear witness. 

No doubt, it would have laboured with equal 
zeal at the amelioration of ju’imary education, but 
there it was prevented by the religious question. 

The Chamber which voted for public prayers, 
proposed i^jgimuntal chaplains, and founded 
Catholic universities, shrank year by year from 
the draft of a law which nuide primary instruction 
compulsory. This law l•aist^d two or three great 
questions, which would have called conflicting 
])assions, over which the majority w’as not siu'e of 
having the upper hand, into phiy. When Fi’ance 
at last determines to make e<lucjition comjmisory, 
she will have been outstripj)od by all the other 
countries of Europe. 

One great charge brought agan 4. the majority 
in the Assembly of 1871, is that it was clerical. 
It deserves the I’cproach, but. it ought to bo added 
for what reasons and in wharf, measure. 

The elections of 1871 had sent up to the As- 
sembly an unexpected number of Legitimists and 
ardent Catholics, who gave utterance from the 
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tribune to a language urbich had been forgotten 
for forty years past. They attempted to introduce 
religion into politics, to the great detriment of 
both, either by multiplying protests in favour of 
the temporal power, which were at least untimely, 
or by reviving or trying to revive institutions 
which are incompatible with the progress of 
science, and the conquest of civil and political 
liberty. The attempts of this clerical party, which 
were more violent than skilful, were frequently 
repelled by the Chamber. Thus, they did not 
succeed in compromising the Assembly with the 
Italian Government, by their continual claims for 
tho temporal sovereignty of the Pope, nor in ap- 
pointing chaplains to our regiments, nor in in- 
creasing the already considerable influence which 
the bishops exercised in the University councils. 
What they did manage to obtain may be reduced 
to three points : public prayers, the church of tho 
Sacred Iloart, and Catholic Universities. Perhaps 
jmblic opinion attached an exaggerated importance 
to the solemn institution of prayers, and to the 
erection of a church. On the other hand, it did 
not fully perceive all the consequences of a contest 
between tho State University and secular educa- 
tion. The creation of Catholic Universities had 
for centuries been the dream of the Ultramontanes 
and especially of the Jesuits. Successive parlia- 
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ments strenuously opposed these att^^mpts ; and 
the kings refused to consent to them. The 
establishment of a Republic was necessary, in 
order to allow bishops and congregations to 
participate in the important, the formidable, right 
of giving the entry into the liberal professions, 
and into public functions to young men. Many 
nations, from whom wo might take lessons in 
liberalism, do not hesitate to invoke the name of 
God even in the formula of their laws ; all that 
one can, all that one ought to exact in such a 
matter is absolute respect for liberty of conscionco, 
consequently the perfect eijuality of the different 
creeds, and the individual right of each citizen to 
make no profession of any. Among Republicans 
there is a prHCtic(?, strange, to say the least of 
it, of establishing a solidarily between Republican 
ideas and materialistic doctrines. Many of those 
persons who fall into this confusion do not 
consider the words they use, nor the difference 
which exists between superstitio i and religious 
beliefs of a higher order, betwc'cn i<;]igious beliefs 
and philosophy. They demand liberty in every 
respect, to the exclusion of lilxsrty of conscience, 
which is the chief of all the others, and their 
metaphysics consist in llie negation of all reality 
but that of matter and movement. The number 
of these intolerant and inconsistent persons is 
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small, and this ignorant and puerile system of 
metaphysics had no representatives on the Left 
benches of the Assembly. When one day a 
“ clerical ” s])oaker accused the Republicans of 
owning no God, indignant protestations arose on 
all sides. The Republic shows by its votes, by its 
acts, tliat Avhcri it is in power it knows how to 
respect, and defend, if necessary, all beliefs which 
are not o[)posed to our laws ; and one may say 
in pai'ticular of the clergy and the Catholic 
Church, that they have never enjoyed such free- 
dmn under any other form of Govei'ument as they 
have had under the Republic. 

But that which under the Government of the 
Assembly of 1H71, justly excited the alarm of the 
Liberals, was the spirit of encroachment and 
aggression which tlu? clerical party perpetually 
showed both in and out of the Chamber. The 
re\’ival of miracles, pilgrimages, missions, the 
neglect of every ndc imposed by the Concordat, 
t he publication, unauthorized, unverified in France, 
(»f the bulls Sind decrees of the Court of Rome, tlie 
assembling of bishops in council and S}n\od, in 
defiance of the organic articles, the multiplication 
of religious orders and convents, the existence 
in France of unauthorized congregations, and 
even of congregations formally interdicted by the 
cfxisting laws ; the lone of provocation pervading 
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certain episcopal charges, the direct and energetic 
interference of the clergy in the elections, the 
facilities granted to the Catholic Universities 
for acquiring and j)ossessiiig property, the dona- 
tions in mortmain free from the jurisdiction of 
the Council of State, on the plea of creating 
schools, the right conceded to schoolmasters, not 
chosen by the State and liardly under its conti’ol, 
to have a voice in the granting of deci’oes, to' 
which important privileges botlj of the I’uiversity 
and the administrative order are attached, a 
vast number of boys’ schools, and nearly all the 
girls’ schools given up to the congregations, the 
moi’o and more manifest control of the Jesuits 
in secondary education; all these things were 
disquieting. It cannot bo sei’iously denied that 
the Government was -warranted in calling for 
the execution of llio laws, of all the laws, and 
ill ameliorating l:<tate education by introducing 
reforms into its methods, and also by obtaining 
subsidies for its purposes. 

The (lergy said to the Go- ernrnent, “We 
claim the right of praying, of preacliing, of teach- 
ing in the schools, in the pulpit, in our writings; 
the right of owning properly, the right of asso- 
ciation; and you liberals, you deny us these 
rights, or at least, you will grant them only 
under restrictions which you would never submit 
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to yourselves! Are you liberals? Are you 
felloW'Citizens ? Have you in France two equi- 
ties?” 

The Government and the liberals answered, 
“Wo will admit all these rights in the exact 
measure in which you yourselves will admit them 
in the case of citizens, and provided that to 
the advantages of the common law you do not 
want to add those of privilege. It is your 
interest to appeal to liberty within the conditions 
of the common law, but to claim nothing beyond 
that. When we compel you to abide within those 
limits, far from oppressing or doing you an 
injury, we are really protecting your interests 
better than you serve them yourselves. The 
ground you take up, in your blindness, gives 
a handle against you to yo«ir enemies, whose 
designs we do not favour because wo will not 
consent either to oppress or to be oppressed.” 
There cannot bo a doubt that at this moment, 
the Catholic clergy retain all the advantages 
guaranteed to them by the Concordat, while they 
are subjected to none of those restrictions which 
the Concordat imposes. They w'ould never have 
obtained such a position under the Empire, under 
Louis Philippe, or under Chiirles X., and they 
were far from enjoying so much liberty even 
under the ancieii mjime. 
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Tlie Bepublic has shut its eyes, obeying in 
that the same principle which has led it so often 
to abstain from all preventive measures towards 
fallen dynasties. Occasionally an imprudent act 
of religious intolerance stirs resentment which 
goes too far, and which ought to load to re> 
flection on the part of those by whom it has been 
provoked; then, storm of this kind is followed 
by a long calm, during which the power of the 
Clergy over education and charitable institutions 
is silently extended and strengthened. Such a 
condition of aflairs is dangerous to the St:itc, 
more dangerous still to religion, and for it the 
majority of 1871 is to blame. It is desirable that 
it should be taken in hand, and that respect for 
religious beliefs and the absolute independence 
of the civil power should be secured at one and 
the same time. 

A considerable part of the majority reluctantly 
gave way to the pressure of the clerical party ; 
or rather, there were on the Right benches, 
“clericals,” who ■were so by ('‘ eviction and by 
temperament, and who would have yielded before 
neither argument nor peril ; but there were a 
number, more cousidemblo still, of political, 
“ clericals,” whose aim was to make religion a 
means of government , luid not go the length of sub- 
ordinating the State to religion. The consequence 
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of this situation was, that in purely religious 
questions conflict was extremely obstinate, and 
victory very uncertain. But when the matter in 
liand was a contest with the Republicans, 
the reactionary army would fall into lino of 
battle immediately, with complete and unerring 
unanimity. 

Wo must repeat, because it is an unques- 
tionable truth which lights up the wliole of 
our contemporary politics, that the distinctive 
feature of the majority formed in 1871, is that 
it fought resoluUOy against the establishment 
of the Republic, and that, dc'liberixtely and 
voluntarily, it kept Franco in a state of un- 
certainty and agitation, in the interest of its 
monarchical hopes. All Franco wanted to bo 
at peace, and saw bow peace miglit be realized. 
All France desired to maintain the Government 
of M. Thiers, to csl.ablish tlie Republic, to make 
it essentially conservative, to lay it open to 
all citizens without distinction of oi'igin, to 
forget tho past, to Avelcomo every form of 
patriotism in the s('rvicc of the supreme end 
of national resurrection. Unfortunately excitc- 
iTJcnt, passion, and sometimes even conspiracy, 
succeeded each other like a series of spontaneous 
generations in the Assembly, which ought not 
only to have taught but to have imposed peace. 
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Ape we in error? Is it party-spirit which 
suggests this thought ? Are wo influenced by 
the memory of ancient defeats so completely 
wiped out by the double national ballot of 
1875 and 1877? No, it is history which con- 
strains us, the annuls of the Assembly and tho 
acts themselves of the Government of Combat 
themselves cry aloud. Tho ascendancy of tho 
Republic increase.s so fast, and is idflrmed over 
and over again by majorities so formidable, that 
it imposes itself at length on the parties; but 
for seven years it was necessary to wrestle day 
by day in Parliament, wdiile outside its doors 
everybody was convinced. 

If proof were wanting, wo need only recall tho 
parliamentary inquiries, and the struggle against 
M. Thiers so ably and so perfidiously conducted. 

These inquiries, notwithstamling tho relative 
moderation of some of their authoi’s, — what are 
they if not monuments of hatred? Take these 
three: that into tho 4th September, that into 
the 18th March, that into tJi. state of the 
Markets. Let us fmt the last iiK|uiry aside ; 
reports on the use of public funds, on bribery 
in elections, on tran.sgi-essions of authority, on 
the position of the civil servie-es, on the stagna- 
tion of trade, all these are entirely within the 
sphere of parliamentary impiisition. We will 

VOL. II. 1 i 
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not even ask whether in certain reports of 
the Market Commission (commission des marcMs) 
tho enemy may not be detected where the 
judge alone should be found. All that can be 
claimed from members of Parliament is that 
they should be moderate. Party-men they can- 
not help being; they have been nominated by 
their party, to represent and defend tho in- 
terests of that party, and even, to a certain 
extent, to serve its resentments. Nevertheless 
this very concession, which we must necessarily 
make to the nature of political bodies, demon- 
strates tho peril of transforming inquirers into 
judges. 

We will go farther. Although in most constitu- 
tions tho jnclginent of political crimes by political 
bodies is prescribed, wo shall always maintain 
that such a measure is neither equitable for 
the accused nor profitable for the State. Justice 
thus administered is no longer justice, it is 
vengeance. At least, in our present Constitution, 
when a President of the Republic is on his 
trial, ho is acciised by one Chamber and judged 
by the other. The Chamber which gives the 
judgment is that which, by its origin, by the 
age of its members, and by their restricted num- 
ber, gives the greatest guarantees of iTnpn.r t.ia.li ty- 
This Chamber in all the acts of the procedure. 
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and tile judgment, assumes the character of a 
criminal court. It binds itiself to all the pro- 
tective formalities of the right of defence. The 
witnesses who give evidence before it, or before its 
commissions, do so on oath. Their evidence is 
made known to the accused, who may discuss it 
and call witnesses for their defence. The imjuiry, 
the report which is drawn up on it, the public 
prosecutor’s speech, form only a very important, 
but not decisive part of the procedure. The 
accused is denied nothing in the public sifting, 
neither the right to call fresh witnesses, nor to 
refute the evidence, nor the presence of any counsel 
w'hom ho may select. The judges are w'arued, 
by the exceptional character with which they are 
invested, by a long procedure in which every- 
thing passes under their eyes, by ('xha-ustivo 
debates, and by public opinion, whose organs 
are not silenced during tlio trial ; to lisf^'n in* 
their conscienc(' and not to fh(»ir passion. If 
this were not sufficicnf, the very sight of the 
accused, whose life and liberty a. • dependent on 
their verdict, would be enough t(» recall them to 
a sense of their duty as honourable men. Hut in 
spite of all this, the saying. of tluit great citizen 
and distinguished mrnnl, Francois Arago, will 
always bo true : “ Anathema to political bodies 
who judge political olTonccs.” 

1 i 2 
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But when the Assembly of 1871 held the in- 
quiry into the 4th September, and the inquiry 
into the 18th March, by whom was it instructed? 
By itself. It proceeded to hold this inquiry 
not as a judicial court, but as a Parliament ; that 
is to say, with sovereign liberty. The inquirers 
were appointed in the bureaux, as if the matter 
were a preliminary report on a bill. The com- 
missions belonged to the majority; so many 
commissioners so many enemies therefore. 

It was by a mere chance that the Left was 
able to get four members out of thii’ty into the 
commission appointed to inquire into the 4th 
September, and seven into that appointed to 
inquire into the 18fh March. When tlie com- 
7nission formed its bureau, whom did it choose 
as president ? M. Saint-Marc Girardin, an 
Orleanist ; and as vice-president, M. Daru, a 
Bonapartisl. M. Saint -Marc Girardin was already 
weakened by age and ill-health. M. Daru almost 
always presided. Thus a former minister of 
the Empire prosecuted the Revolution which had 
overthrown the Empire, in the name of the 
Gharabcr, whose first act had been to condemn 
the Umpire. Tie calUsd for what evidence he 
pli'asctl, ho directed the interrogatories, com- 
niunicati'd or did not communicate the deposi- 
tions to those whom they concerned. The de- 
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positions had no judicial character. The witnesses, 
appearing before political persona and not be- 
fore judges, did not take any oath. Some, belong- 
ing to the Empire, which was conducting the 
inquiry, transformed their depositions into an 
act of accusation. Others, agents of the Re- 
publican Govenimcnt, who had been retained 
in its service through unfortunate indulgence, 
or who had boon chosen by it, but were thwarted 
in their ambition, gained the favour of the 
commission by betraying or abusing their lato 
chiefs. Among llio witnesses whom the com- 
mission consented to hear, wore some who had 
no public ch.'tracter whatever, who passed for 
being secret agents of tlio Empire, wlio declared 
that they kiu'w nothing about the insurrection 
of tho Commune, aprupon to which they were 
summoned, and who came simply to renew tho 
old slanders of tho imperial police against tho 
Republican candidates of J 80 y. 

The commission listemed to all this quietly, and 
did not even inform its colloagu 'S, sitting every 
day in the Assembly by its side, of the ridiculous 
words and odious deeds which wt'ro attributed 
to them. M. Arago, M. Cballcmel-ljacour, M. 
Gent, M. Gamlietta, and several others mudo 
indignant protests from tho tribune. General 
Trochu has recorded his in two little books, 
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admirable alike for tbeir feeling and eloquence. 
Although all the reproaches addressed by the 
Assembly to the commission were deserved, we 
do not wish to enter into that quarrel here. 
We are not sitting in judgment either upon M. 
Daru or the members of the commission. They 
certainly believed that they were impartial, per- 
haps even generous, who knows? We might 
instance, among men of their party on the 
benches of the former Chamber, more than one 
member, who would have given a very different 
turn to the affair if fortune had put it in his 
power to do so. No, wo do not complain of the 
individual members ; wo complain of the commis- 
sion itself, of this party which had fallen, and wras 
condemned, being called to judge its conquerors, 
discussing them in the shade at its pleasure, 
without legal formalities, immediately publishing 
the voluminous reports of its inquiry, not as 
parliamentary reports are published, to be dis- 
tributed only among the members of Parliament ; 
but publishing them before any public debate had 
been held, as books on general sale, having them 
advertised and commended in the Journal Ofjieiel 
as edifying reading; multiplying copies first in 
the Officiel and then in the Aunales of the Assem- 
bly, distributing a special edition, and then print- 
ing several editions in quarto and octavo for sale. 
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This enormous official publicity, given to evidence 
which had been neither investigated nor sifted, 
was an act of party-spirit, an act of vongoanca 
It was not in any way an act of justice. 

And, let it be noted, it is not only on behalf of 
the Government of Defence that wo protest : but 
on behalf of the Commune. We cannot be sus- 
{lectod of any partiality for those who instituted 
the Commune, nor for those who could hesitate to 
stigmatize it. 

Among other causes of resentment, we hold it 
guilty of the gi'catcst crime that has ever been 
committed against the Republic and republican 
ideas. We jidmit that it ought h) bo written 
against, and stigmatized in books, and wo aro 
setting tlie example. We desired that it should 
be tried regularly, acconling to law, by judges; 
and wo acknowledge that the publication of pro- 
ceedings and of judgments is right. But you, 
the inquirers, who aro you? Are you judges? 
Then call up the accused as vrell as their accusers, 
call the witnesses for the defoi, •<*, let them all 
give their evidence on oath, lot both sides have 
full liberty of debate, do not publish the accusa- 
tion without publishing the defence, and do not 
publish it like a novel, to enrich the publishers, 
or like a pamphlet to spread hatred, or pro- 
pagate what may bo only calumnies. That is what 
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we say for tbe autliors of the Commune, who only 
just failed to overthrow the Republic? What 
shall wo say for the Republicans, who have re- 
paired the faults of the Empire, and saved the 
honour of the country ? 

An immense number of books, pamphlets in 
verso and prose, caricatures, magazine and ncws- 
paj)er articles, have been written against them. 
Aborninablo slanders against them have lieen in- 
ven<.od and incessantly repeated in the hope of 
thus giving them a sort of confirmation. As for 
a book or a speech, wo understand it, wo admit 
it, we provoke it. So much the worse for the 
enemy if he puts forth any lies in it ! A deputy 
has a right to sp<'ak, a citizen to w'rito. Attacks 
on individuals have only exactly the weight which 
they carry theinsolvos, or which is lent to them 
by the name of their author. They can bo 
refuted, and the public can detude. That is life ; 
that is liberty. AVas this the case with your 
committee reports, published under the authority 
of the Ghambt'r, by a committee of the Chamber, 
in the Journal Ojjtncl and in the Annales of the 
Chamber? You were not judges, for you had 
not been appointed, and you observed none of 
the forms of judicial procedure ; and yet you 
took upon yourselves all the appearance of judges, 
in ortler more surt'ly to deceive the public. You 
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spoak as sovereigns, as the elect of universal 
suffrage. History will tell you, and public con- 
science has already declaretl that all your inquiries 
were the acts of party-sj)irit, of revenge, of 
reprisal, a machination of discord, a propaganda 
of hatred. 

Hatred of what ? Of the Republic. That was 
all that the different nionandneal parlies had 
in comraon. They were divided iimungst them- 
selves by all their memories, by th<' defoiits sus- 
tained, by blood sjalltHl, by mariy treasons. It is 
not necessary to go so very far back to find a 
time when a Ijcgitimist would not have shaken 
hands with an Orleanist. Only yesterday both 
Logitirai.sts and Orleauists regarded the Eraiiirt' 
as the author, not only of our matorial, but of our 
moi-!il ruin. Division, doej> and irreconcilable, 
existed, from a historical j>oint of view; ns w<ill 
-as division amounting to antagonism in prin- 
ciples. Of the thret! Monarchies, one rests its 
claim on divine right, the otljors know only force. 
Each of the thn;e |)arties kiu v liow much it 
lost in dignity, in cohesion, in moral influence 
by their coalition ; but they must make hiisto to 
achieve their first purpose — that is to say, tho 
destruction of the Rei)ublic— 'notwithstanding. 
Hence their alliance. 

It was also hatred of tho Republic which 
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united them against M. Thiers. They had said, 
when appointing him at Bordeaux, that they 
wanted a leader for the conservative party. He 
hud always been this leader. As ho said himself, 
he was no longer of an ago to change. Under 
his administration there had been a civil war ; he 
had crushed it. Whore was there a conservative 
wlio would have displayed such resolute deter- 
mination and such talent in dealing Avith the 
Commune? Several towns, at the same time, 
made an attempt to espouse the cause of the in- 
surrection : he suppressed the disturbances on 
the spot, or when he was Avarned in time pre- 
vented them from breaking out. The Assembly 
had endeavoured to deprive the CiMiiral authority 
of some of the attributes Avhich he, perhaps 
AATongly, considered necessary ; and then, regard- 
less of the passions which ho should rouse, he 
had opposed unseasonable reforms, steadily dis- 
puting the point with all the parties, and on a 
critical occasion asking the Chamber to revoke 
its OAvn decision on the spot. 

No one, on any bench, had attacked property, 
or even dreamt of attacking it; but an income- 
tjAX had been proposed, a tax on the business 
returns; this, under any asjmct could not be 
called socialism; but, nevertheless, there was 
-something in these innovations which appeared 
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to him to threaten the security of private 
interests : he hacl at once opposed it, showing 
himself more conservative than the conserva- 
tives. 

It was the same as regards protection. Cer- 
tainly one can bo a free-trader without being 
the enemy of industry and commerce; but he 
thought otherwise, he held what may bo called 
the creed of national labour. In finance his first 
care was to maintain the position of the Bank 
intact, and to make a sinking fund for the debt, 
even at the time that our finances wore most 
embarrassed. Ilis chef-d’a*uvro was effecting 
the loan and tho pjiymcut of the indemnity 
without producing a crisis or any great financial 
perturbation. As to recruiting, ho belonged to 
tho old scliool ; wo mean by that, tho school f»f 
tho first Empire, Avhich after nil is not such a 
bad school for fighting purposes. He was more 
for quality than quantity. He asked for five 
years’ service, not being able to get eight. He 
had never wished for universal suffrage, nor ap- 
plauded its advent. Now that it was established 
and that it was impo.ssible to give it up, ho agreed 
with those who wished to have it regulated, or 
even as they said on the Right “purified.” 
We must admit that ho was not “ clerical that 
he had never been; for, in order to bo a good 
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** clerical,” one must be either narrow-minded or 
a hypocrite, and he was neither; but, although 
he desired liberty of conscience, and strongly 
opposed the encroachments of the clergy, he 
recognized the strength of the Catholic church 
in our country and in all Europe : he considered 
it good policy to make an ally of her, at all 
events to avoid making an enemy of her. He 
had witnessed tlie occupation of Rome by tho 
Italians with regret; but he was too wise not 
to accept tho fait nceonijth', and not to repress 
tho attempt, at clerical agitation, wdiich were 
conti'ary to tins nght, and osp(;cially contrary 
to oiir dearest national interc'sts ; but Avith the 
exception of tlii'eo or four persons of no great 
infltu'uce, everybody on the Right agreed with 
him ou this matter. Besides, he was in all things 
full of deference and even consideration for the 
clergy. In 1850 , as reporter on the education 
laws, ho Inid rendered them services Avhich they 
dill not deny. Taking his opinions as a Avhole, he 
ought to have found his advex’saries on the Ijoft, 
his supporters on the Right. Nevertheless the 
further they went, tho more did conGdonce in him 
increase ou tho Left and diminish ou the Right, 
Tho contrast was already striking during the 
struggle with the Commune, two or three months 
after the Government had been formed. From 
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the end of 1871, they thought to checkmate him 
by attacking his ministers. He could hardly 
ascend the tribune without having to endure 
some rude interruption from the Right. At last 
they went so far as to insult him in a manner 
which his age, his genius, his services in the past, 
not to mention his sendees in the prosotit, ren- 
dered incomprehonsibh*. If the Liift proposed 
any means of strengthening his hands, of facili- 
tating his action, it was (dther refused, when a 
refusal was possible, or if it were not, the enforced 
concession was made in the most disobliging and 
humiliating form that could be dcvis('d. 

The contest, long dissembled, became overt 
from the date of the message of 1872, in which 
ho declared categorically that nothing was any 
longer possible except a Kt'public. That day his 
fall was dclermineil upon. As for the mischief 
which w'ould accrue lo a country still only con- 
valescent, as to the dilllculty of maintaining our 
position abroad .-iftcr this new int(>rnal convul- 
sion, as for the disturbance of (‘V(‘ry kind that 
woidd befall public credit and aflairs in general, 
as for the necessity which would arise of t-rans- 
formiiig, so to speak, the expcdic'nt and tins pro- 
visional into a system and prijtci])lc of govern- 
ment, as for the monstrous ingratitude of over- 
throwing the saviour of his country on the 
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very day on which he should have finally effected 
its salvation, all that was forgotten, or at least 
disregarded. Nothing was of importance save 
staying the ascendancy of the Republic. Every- 
body in the coalition camp said to himself, we 
shall see by-and-by how we can stifle our allies, 
but let us stifle the Republic first. Such was the 
origin of the 24th May, and other analogous 
events which have arisen since then. 

M. Thici’s, who always spoke out (that was one 
of his strong points), said as much openly in the 
tribune : “ I oflend the Republicans every day 
by defending your ideas against theirs ; neverthe- 
less they uphold me, and you attack me. Your 
reason and theirs is one and the same, it is bc- 
eauso I desire to found the Rc*public,” 

This hostility of all the parties against the Re- 
public is surprising; for, however naturally the 
Orleanists or the llonapartists, when in power, 
may have opposed the Republiciins who wished 
to upset them ; it is not so easy to understand 
how on the 24th M.ny, Orleanists, Bonapartists, 
and Legitimists should have united to upset the 
Republic, and if they could have done so, pro- 
voke a revolution, without knowing to which 
of them the benefit would ensue. There might 
well be in the mind of each party some personal 
Jbope ; but so vague, so far-fetched, so uncertain 
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that one ia forced to admit their preference for 
anything rather than a Republic, and that tho 
Orloaniata, for instance, would rather be governed 
by M. Bonaparte than by M. Thiers. 

But whence this violent hatred for the most 
liberal and the most rational form of govern- 
ment ? 

Does not the Republic give us what every good 
Government ought to give, order and liberty ? 
Have we not under the Republic all the liberty of 
which we are capable ? For sundy that is what 
we should ask for, anything beyoud involving 
danger. A nation has a right to the sum total of 
the liberty of which it is capable, and to those in- 
stitutions which may render it capable of a new 
and more amj)lo liberty by enlightening, reforming 
and strengthening it. Has any Monarchy ever 
given us so much liberty, and so many means of 
becoming worthy of liberty as we po,ss(>s« to-dny ''' 
And this ample liberty which we e»ijoy, is it not 
accompanied by that other blessing, without which 
liberty itself would be valnelc.- ^, that is tti say, 
ordtT ? When has the law ever been more punc- 
tiliously observed than it now is? When has 
authority at any time been_^bettcr olM;yod or held 
in greater honour ? 

The presidential elections are quoted, and a 
great argum<‘nt made out of thenu At present 
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under the Bepublic we have quiet, this musjt be 
admitted ; but we must necessarily pass thrpu^ 
great crises, at the expiration of stated times, 
for the election of a President. Here, again, 
facts answer for themselves. The experiment 
has boon tried again and again. In 1848, authority 
passed from General Cavaignao to Prince Louis 
Napoleon, without even the shadow of a distur- 
bance. The same thing occurred, when in 1873 
Alarshal MacMahon succeeded M. Thiers. These 
gr(!at chajigcs were effected without any trouble 
at a time when the election of the now President 
was roganlcd as a triumph won by the monarchi- 
cal paity over the Rt'publican party, and this 
transfer of power which was twice accomplished 
witli the most absolute* calm, during times of groat 
agitation, and iimh'r tiie most unfavourable con- 
<litious, is suddenly to develope into a menacing 
crisis, a peril to society, when it has become part 
ttf our regular life, when the outgoing and in- 
coming President will both bo Pepublicaus ? 

Without wishing to make any compai'ison 
between the men, which it would bo pro- 
foundly unjust to do, it is certain that in 1873, 
as well as in 1848, the transfer of authority was 
made under conditions menacing to the Republic. 
The two Presidents, who were both raised to the 
presidency by the reactionary party, declared in 
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aJinost the same terms, that no changes should be 
made in the existing order of things. This was 
the only means of quieting public opinion, and at 
the same time it was a proof of the violence that 
was being done to it. In 187;i that declaration was 
at least sincere on the part of the Prttsident who 
signed it j but those who had drawn it up were 
notoriously hostile to the Republic, and were 
already planning a restoration. In the Cabinet 
formed on 25th May to govern Franco, there was 
not a single Republican. M. de Broglie, M. 
Magno, M. Emoul would have been much ulTonded 
had they been called anything but Orlcanist, 
Bonapartist and Legitimist. N o one was ignorant 
of the fact that M. Thiers had been overthrown 
for having declared that the Republic must be 
established, and that no other (Jovei'nraeiit was 
possible. Whatever may have been Marslial 
MacMahon’s thoughts and intentions, there is no 
doubt whatever that the leaders <>f the triumphant 
coaUtion had fought against the Rejjublic, it was 
the Republic which they had defeat d <)n the 24th 
May. Never was truth more incontestable, nor 
less contested. And in .spite of this glaring 
evidence the Republicans remained (piiet, they 
submitted, they prepared for a constitutional and 
legal struggle ; they did not expect, did not wish, 
for success except from the elections. Jt was 
VOL. 11. ^ ^ 
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thuB, under such exceptional and formidable con* 
ditions that one President succeeded the other. 
Where shall we find a more striking proof, a more 
absolute demonstration of the vitality of the 
Republic ? 

Monarchists, you who see a mote in your 
neighbour’s eye which does not exist, have a 
beam in your own. You can forget, with strange 
complacency, palace revolutions and changes of 
reigns, far more serious events than the sub- 
stitution of one President for another can 
possibly bo, in a country where the powers of 
the President are most rigorously circumscribed. 
Even at a time when the monarchical principle 
was above all competition and all discussion; 
when it seemed oven to the boldest that they 
might change their king, but that they could 
not do without a king, the succession of one 
monarch to another almost always brought dis- 
turbances in its train, and a minority was a national 
calamity. Now, after so many revolutions have 
been compressed into so short a space of time, 
however firm your convictions, you are unable 
to conceive that in the present state of minds 
and things a minority could possibly fail to pro- 
duce a revolution, or dream of a change of reign 
which would not be at the least a change of 
dynasty. Do not speak of us as if we were in- 
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stabilil^ and you duration. Such language might 
have been fitting from the defenders of Monarchy 
up to the year 1774. Since then, how many 
legitimate successors have inherited tho crown 
w'ithout a revolution ? Two, in more than 200 
years ; Louis XVI. and Charles X. 1 And what 
has been tho duration of a dynasty since the death 
of Louis XVI. ? Fiftc'cn years, or to speak more 
correctly, five years ; five years of calm precefled 
by five years of disturbance to establish the reign, 
and followed by five years of disturbance to over- 
throw it. W o have gone through this experienco 
four times in three quarters of a century. And 
take care that you are not fated to witness a 
repetition of it. Not one of tho Monarchies 
which at this moment are coveting Franco would 
dare to promise to itself that it could last three 
years. 

A Monarchy is a liypothcsis which you can 
only make last so long as it is active and does 
good service, but which no human agoncy can 
bring back to life when it has i oti suppressed, 
discussed, replaced, compared. Tlie committee of 
nine, presided over by M. Cljangarnier, or a com- 
mittee “ coinjifaMlitf' ” under M. Rouher, might 
recaU an aspirant to the throne; a reactionary 
and monarchical Chamber like that of 1871 might 
crown him ; it might even, with a certain expen- 

K k 2 
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diture of money, rebuild tbe Tuilories and stuff it 
rntb chamberlains from basement to attic; it 
might unfurl the white flag with its flmrs-de-lyst 
or nail an eagle for the third time to the staff 
of our tricolour flag. But that which can never 
be restored to France is her monarchical faith, 
that sort of faith for which a man dies, and which 
personifies a country in a man. Where shall we 
find a trace of the prestige of the Napoleons? 
The adventurer has killed the hero. In the land 
of universal sufirage — in the world of common 
sense — ^tbere is no more any room for ghosts. 

Another strange objection to the Republic is 
that it is said to condemn us to isolation from 
the great European family. Their saci’ed majes* 
ties will not be elbowed by the majesty of the 
p(*ople. This is a libel on their majesties : they 
see clearer than that. This is to forget history, 
and to invoke an old saying against a new 
truth. There is no longer a great European 
family; the Empire exploded that. Only conquest 
and interests exist henceforth. Europe wants to 
know whether we are quiet or disturbed, because 
trouble in France spreads beyond her borders. 
Europe wants to know our strength or our 
weakness, because we are a rich country, both 
manufacturing and agricultural, warlike, with a 
population of 38,000,000, placed between England , 
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and Germany, occupying the head of the great 
commercial routes, and in spite of all that may 
be said to the contrary, we have not lost our 
place in the world of thought. But it is a raattur 
of perfect indifference to Europe whether we 
have an absolute Monarchy like that of Russia, 
or a parliamentary Monarchy like those of Eng- 
land, Spain, and Italy, a federation like that of 
Germany, or a Republic, if it pleases us. For 
Europe, as for France, the best form of French 
government is that best adapted to our ideas 
and our interests, and which is therefore most 
likely to last. Europe knows that a Monarchy 
needs war, a* Republic peace. Never will a Pre- 
sident of a Republic say, “ It is rny war, I must 
have it !” Tlioso are the words of princes, and 
their pleasures. France knows their price to her 
co.st, having had to pay it twice in half-a-cen- 
tury. She respects the traiujuillity of peoj>le8 
and the institutions which they confer upon them- 
selves. Her fori'ign policy consists in this : to 
maintain peace at home. So iv sg as the Re- 
public is {wiceful and prosperous at home, it will 
bo respected and powerful abro:id. 

The pretended impossibility of maintaining 
order and reB[)ect for the law, those periodic 
crises with which we are threatened, this fancied 
isolation, lire all so falsified by events, that it is 
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almost unnecessary to contradict them. None of 
these party arguments have any effect on the 
masses, whe believe what they see, and who have 
now seen peace for seven years. But in order to 
disturb and frighten them, two spectres wre in- 
voked. Up to 1870 there was only one; the 
Reign of Terror. Now there are two ; the Reign 
of Terror, and the Commune. 

The Reign of Terror and the Commune are 
not the Republic. Let us take only the Com- 
mune: — it was suppressed by the Republic, and 
it is not proved that a Monarchy would have 
succeeded in retaking Paris. Riots have not 
been w'anting under any Monai'chy ;* and if they 
have not assumed the tenable character of the 
Commune it was not because we were under the 
Republic of 1871, but in consequence of the 
disastrous condition to which wo had been re- 
duced by eighteen years of the Empire and the 
war of 1870. Wlio will deny that the anti- 
social and anti-hunian doctrines, of which the 
'Porror in 1703 and in 1871 were the ephe- 
meral triumph, were all condemned, stigma- 
tised, opposed by the Republican party as ener- 
getically and more effectually than by any other 
political party? One must be very ignorant of 
historyj or take most impudent liberties with 
hiuuan credulity, to pretend that coi^scation^, 
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executions without trials wholesale condemnations 
and massacres, took place only in 1793 and 1871. 
The Monarchists derive little advantage from a 
comparison between the Terror and the Dragon- 
nades, the Loi des HHajpcrts and the hdtrei de 
cacJt^ff the assignats and Law’s bank, the moials 
of the Directory and those of the Paro-aux-Oerfs, , 
the murder of the Duke d’Eughien and that of' 
Marshal Ney, the massacres of September and 
those of the Gluciere, the assassination of General 
Brea and that of Marshal Bnine ! Each party 
has its bloody annals, which it is wicked to 
recall unnecessarily, for it is wicked to stir up 
hatred. But it is as unfair to reproach all 
Republicans with the Terror, as it is to reproach 
all Catholics n^ith the massacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew. 

So much being said as a tribute to truth, and 
without adding proofs, for the proofs are to bo 
found in all our histories, in our inonuments, in 
the public places in all our towns, wo do not 
hesitate to say with our onemn 1 , that the groat 
misfortune and the groat obstacle to the Republic 
is, neither the coalition of the Monarchists, nor 
the hatred of the Clerical party, but the Terror 
and the Commune. It is the Terror and the 
Commune which are brought against us. This 
is unjust, absurd, contrary to good senso and to 
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facts; but so it is. The Commune which we 
defeated, which we crushed, which has no longer 
a shell, a sword, a sou, or a partisan who dares 
to raise his head, the Commune which in fact 
no longer exists, fights against us continuallj, 
thanks to the persistent and envenomed calumnies 
of the enemies of the Republic. 

‘ Let us persist in our declarations, since we 
are forced to do so by the persistence of the 
attsu;k, and also in that prudence which con- 
stitutes our strength . lx‘t us show on all occasions, 
by our words and actions, that we are the im- 
placable enemies of disorder, the friends, the 
servants, the defenders of the law ; the friends and 
defenders of family life, of property, and of liberty 
of conscience, which is the highest and most 
general form of religious liberty. Here again we 
find M. Thiers saying to the whole Chamber, 
“ The victory shall be to the wisest and to the 
Republicans especially, “You can perish only 
through your own faults.” He also said to them 
with great meaning, "You must inspire con- 
fidence.” In order to inspire confidence, it is 
enough for us to appear what we are. 

Inspire confidence ! this nrord wounds certain 
lofty souls, who will not endure suspicion. But 
take life as it is; take man with his injustices 
apd his failings ; the purest are often the most 
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calumniated. It is the same with parties. Let 
us help the truth to shine forth. 

You are conservatives : say so firmly, simply, — 
because it is the truth, — because it is denied, 
because it is well for the cause, if not for you. 
who believe yourselves above suspicion, that all 
the world should know the truth. Much re- 
luctance had to be overcome ere advanced Re- 
publicans could bo induced to call themselves 
conservative. They would not have a name that 
their enemy had taken. But this name is your 
right. You must claim it, since it is yours. 
Those who at the present time wish for the 
Empire, or the white flag, or th<5 red flag, are 
tho true revolutionists; and you are the con- 
servatives. Did the Kmj>irc show more resiiect to 
property and the family than you have shown ? 
Are you likely to bring back tlu' rtjign of money- 
dealers and courk'zans whether titled or taxed ? 
Are not honesty in business Jind domestic morality 
essentially republican virtues ? For seven years 
you have daily proved by you> Motions that you 
are conservatives ; unfiud your flag then, since you 
belong to tho regiment ! Inspire confidence ! 
Inspire confidence ! N either I’ribunes nor Caesars, 
nor Carmagnoles, nor blood-stained purple robes, 
nor revolutions, nor < 'nups d’Slat ; but law, 
liberty, peace, publicity ! A mild and just Be- 
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public, open to all, respecting the sacred principles 
on which society is founded, and the inalienable 
rights of conscience ; acknowledging no other 
empire but that of the law, and no other as- 
cendency but that of reason. When the pro- 
gramme is in the heart, it ought to be constantly 
on the lips. Happy are the parties who gain by 
being known, who invoke only good sense, and 
whose cause is identical with that of justice ! 


THE END 
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